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700 ARRESTED IN AUSTRALIA 



Bob Brown, member of Parliament, and others before arrest on Franklin River, Tasmania. John 
Seed is holding: Earth First! flag. 


Australia Says “No!” To 
Franklin River Dam 

Clearly, the world leadership 
in wilderness preservation has 
passed to Australia. While the 
environmental establishment in 
the United States preaches 
moderation and practices 
meekness, the “Greenies” of 
Down Under are taking 
courageous/exemplary action to 
protect their wilderness and are 
sending the world a message — a 
message of the path of right action 
which must be taken to safeguard 
natural diversity. 

Last issue, John Seed reported 
in these pages on the successful 
effort of Australians to blockade 
the logging of the Nightcap 
rainforest and have it declared a 
National Park. One hundred and 
thirty were arrested before 
victory came. In the fall. Seed 
and others moved down to the 
island state of Tasmania to join 
the Tasmanian Wilderness 
Society (TWS) in the battle 
against the destruction of the 
wild Franklin and Gordon Rivers 
by a billion dollar dam in the 
heart of one of the world’s most 
precious wilderness. 

By early February over 700 
people had been arrested for 
trespass on HEC (Tasmanian 
Hydro Electric Commission) 
territory in the remote temperate 
rainforest wilderness at the 
juncture of the Gordon and 


Franklin. Among those arrested 
was Bob Brown, member of the 
Australian Parliment and “1982 
Australian of the Year.” The 
trespassers face 6 months in 
prison. David Bellamy, an 
English botanist, and others 
were on a hunger strike in a 
Hobart jail. 15,000 people 
marched through Melbourne in 
November in protest of the dam 
(this was the largest rally in 
Australia since the Vietnam 
War). Even Prince Charles has 
come out in opposition. 

In a Tasmanian state 
referendum on which of two 
different dam sites were 
preferred, 40% wrote in “no 
dams” on their ballots and in a 
show of support. 40.4% of the 
voters in the state of Victoria 
wrote “No Dams” across their 
ballots in a parlimentary 
election. John Seed reports that 
over 70 branches of the Tas- 
manian Wilderness Society have 
sprung up around Australia. The 
dam has become a major national 
political issue as the Greenies 
attempt to force the Federal 
Government of Australia to 
override the Tasmanian State 
Government and save the Wild 
Rivers National Park of 
Southwest Tasmania (a recent 
Gallup Poll indicates that 55% of 
all Australians want such inter- 
vention with less than 20% 
opposed.) 

Continued on page 6 


BLOCKADE UPDATES 


SALT CREEK ARRESTS 


Until recently, the Pacific Coast from Northern California to 
Southeast Alaska held the most magnificent forest on Earth. Of all our 
moral failures, few equal the destruction of these cathedrals of redwood, 
spruce, cedar, and Douglas fir. There is a world outcry today over the 
extermination of old growth forest, but in the United States, the self- 
proclaimed world’s leader in conservation, the Forest Service sets about 
with religious zeal to annihiliate the forest of the Pacific. 

Of the unprotected areas not yet ravaged by the Forest Service, the 
Kalmiopsis/Sjskiyou mountains on the California/Oregon border are 
arguably the finest. The greatest diversity of confiers on earth is in the 
Siskiyou/Kalmiopsis country. These forested mountains give refuge to 
wolverine, black bear, spotted owl, fisher, pileated woodpecker and 
other wilderness dependent species. The rivers are important steel head 
and salmon spawning streams. But without courageous action on the 
part of those who love the trees, the Freddies will rip the soul out of these 
mountains by summer’s end. 

The United States Forest Service plans to road and clearcutboth the 
Siskiyous and Kalmiopsis. Local Earth First.'ers have vowed to follow 
the example of our sisters and brothers in Australia and stop the 
Freddie bulldozers and chainsaws with their bodies. More detailed 
information and plans will be presented in the May Day issue of Earth 
Fi rut! 



The Siskiyous and the G-O 
Road 

Probably the wildest forested 
region in California, the Siski- 
you roadless areaeastof Crescent 
City not only has critical ecologi- 
cal values, but the Blue Creek 
area to the south and the high 
country around Doctor Rock and 
Chimney Rock are sacred lands 
to the Yurok, Karok, and Tolowa 
tribes native to the region. For 20 
years the Forest Service has been 
trying to build a super logging 
road across the high country be- 

Continned on page 5 


The Kalmiopsis and Bald 
Mountain Road 

In 1936, Bob Marshall iden- 
tified an 830,000 acre roadless 
area in the Kalmiopsis country of 
southwest Oregon. Today, that 
roadless area has been chopped in 
half to 404,000 acres. Of that, only 
167,000 acres are protected as 
wilderness. The Forest Service 
plans to road and clearcut the 
rest. In 1977-8 during the En- 
dangered American Wilderness 
Act debate, the Senator from 
Louisiana-Pacific, Mark 

Continued on page 5 


There was a cold wind across 
the thick mud of the Salt Creek 
Wilderness in New Mexico on 
February 3. But Neil Cobb and 
Bob Seeley of Earth First! stood 
their ground. Holding an Amer- 
ican flag and “Love It or Leave It” 
banner across the Yates Petro- 
leum Company haul road to a 
drilling rig in the now-famous 
wilderness, they faced down a 
dozen roughnecks and their 
trucks. Jerry French of the U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service, which 
administers the wilderness as 
part of the Bitter Lakes National 
Wildlife Refuge, warned Cobb 
and Seeley that they were vio- 
lating the Department of Interior 
clusure of the wilderness around 
the drill rig and haul road. Cobb 
and Seeley stood their ground. 

Later, at .3:20 P.M.. Sheriff's 
deputies arrested the Earth 
First.'ers, handcuffed them, and 
hauled them off to the Chaves 
County jail in Roswell where they 
were held under $500 bond. 

How easily the world turns. . . 

Two months earlier, Yates had 
been soundly defeated in its 
attempt to drill for natural gas in 
the Salt Creek Wilderness after 
an Earth First! blockade had 
helped convince a Federal judge 
to issue an injunction against the 
illegal drilling. But as conser- 
vationists slept, the lame duck 
session of Congress modified 


their prohibition on leasing in 
wilderness areas to permit valid 
existing rights before October 
1982. Yates was “grandfathered” 
in. Defeat had been snatched 
from the jaws of victory. 

The Department of Interior 
wasted no time in doing back- 
flips for Yates. On December 27 
the Fish & Wildlife Service 

Continued on page 5 
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Around the Campfire 






With this issue of Earth First! 
we are back on schedule and I 
trust you received your copy by 
March 21. Crises permitting, we 
will make a determined effort to 
remain on schedule. We received 
a number of inquiries from you 
all about the lateness of the Yule 
issue. It must mean that you’re 
actually reading EF! We also 
continue to receive a few com- 
plaints about botched up orders 
and subscriptions. If you have 
any such problem let us know 
and we will rectify it. Also, keep 
in mind that it takes several 
weeks to process your resubscrip- 
tion so if you’ve just paid and have 
a red check on your mailing label, 
don’t fret. You won’t be dropped 
(we give all subscribers at least a 
full issue grace period, anyway). 

The response we have received 
from the Outside article, the West 
Coast Road Show, and Salt Creek 
publicity has been extremely 
heartening but also dishearten- 
ing. There has been tons of it! 
From marvelous folks all over the 
US and Canada. Many of these 
letters deserve personal replies 
but if we did that, our low rent 
outfit wouldn’t have time to put 
out this newspaper or organize 
for the G-0 Road/Bald Mtn. Road 
blockades this summer. That’s 
the disheartening part. We hope 
you understand and will consider 
this issue of EF! as your reply. 
Write again if you have further 
questions. 

Many of you writing in have 
asked about local groups. Check 
our local group listing on Page 8. 
Get in touch with your local con- 
tact directly. If you don’t have a 
group in your area and would like 
to start one, write us. We are 
going to try to produce a 
brochure on local group organ- 
izing and action soon. 

To the question, “What can I 
do?”, the answer is to read this 
issue. See what other Earth 
Firstlers are doing. One of our 
major projects, of course, is the 
SWAAT Team (Save Wilderness 
At Any Time). An application is 
on Page 18. We will soon be 
sending out a special letter to all 
of you who have signed up (and 
there are a bunch of you!). 

I’ve got to apologize about the 
contents of EF! this issue. You’ve 
been promised the EF! Wilder- 
ness Preserve System map for 
two issues now, and you still don’t 
have it. We’ll do our darnedest to 
have it in the May Day issue. We 
were too busy with the Road 
Show, Salt Creek, G-0 Road, 
Bald Mtn. Road, etc. this time to 
complete it. Next issue. Promise. 
(I know, you’ve heard that line 
before.) 

Nonetheless, there is a lot of 
meat in'this issue. Australia con- 
tinues to set the pace as our head- 
line indicates. The Aussie Earth 
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Firstlers are the inspiration and 
example for our actions here this 
year. The articles on the G-0 
Road and Bald Mtn. Road will 
prepare you for that. Speaking of 
examples, Earth First! in New 
Mexico is becoming Little Aus- 
tralia. We have our first bona- 
fide EF 1 ! heroes and jailbirds in 
Neil Cobb and Bob Seeley who 
were arrested at Salt Creek. The 
New Mexicans continue to give 
the powers-that-be fits over the 
Bisti, as well. 

Although we don’t have the 
EF! Preserves this issue, we do 
have an important piece on re- 
creating an Eastern Deciduous 
Forest Wilderness from ecologist 
Reed Noss. I could ramble on for 
pages about the stuff in this issue, 
but I’m going to shut up and let 
you read it all for yourself. Do 
read Nagasaki Johnson’s Road 
Show Diary for a taste of life on 
the Earth First! road. I’d like to 
give my personal thanks to the 
people in Oregon and California 
who made the Road Show pos- 
sible— by setting up appearances 
feeding us, beering us, giving us a 
place to sleep, and showing up at 
the gigs. We made a lot of friends 
and we’ll be back with you all this 
spring and summer. 

Finally, Mike Roselle (aka 
Nagasaki Johnson) and Marcy 
Willow really came through on 
this issue and helped crank itout. 
It couldn't have been done with- 
out them. Thanks, friends. 

— DF 


EDITORIAL 

The Lesson of Salt Creek 

Snatching Defeat from the 
Jaws of Victory 

There’s no kick below the belt 
that hurts quite so much as losing 
after you’ve thought you’ve won. 
As our headline this issue 
reports, we’ve been kicked hard 
at Salt Creek. There’s no use 
crying over our defeat. What’s 
important is to ask what went 
wrong— and what went right. 

What went right is easy. Earth 
First!-New Mexico did a tremen- 
dous and courageous job. On 
short notice and in bad weather, 
Neil Cobb and Bob Seeley put 
their bodies on the line and 
blockaded Yates Petroleum in 
defiance of the Department of 
Interior and the Chaves County 
Sheriff’s Department. They were 
arrested and face having the book 
thrown at them (six months in jail 
and $500 fines as contrasted with 
Yates’ $50 fine for destructive, 
violent trespass). Neil and Bob 
are heroes and have set a fine 
example of right action for the 
rest of us to follow. 

But what went wrong? Why 
did we lose at Salt Creek after we 
had gained so much national sup- 
port? At the risk of being critical 
of our friends in the ‘environ- 
mental community, it wa£ 
because the rest of the conser- 
vation groups did little. Earth 
First! is not the environmental 
movement. We are only a part of 
it. We can only fill a few roles. 
New Mexico, the Sierra flub, 
Audubon Society, and Wilder- 
ness Society were conspicuously 
absent from the Salt Creek fight 
(in all fairness the Club was 
involved on Capitol Hill). The 
environmental groups that oper- 
ate within the system were not 
prepared to battle the compro- 
mise on the leasing prohibition in 
the appropriation bills. The 
groups in New Mexico were not 
lobbying the New Mexico Con- 
gressional Delegation to stand 
firm to keep Yates out of Salt 
Creek. The only groups in New 
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Mexico doing a damn thing were 
Earth First! and the New Mexico 
Wildlife Federation. Strange 
bedfellows but we enjoyed the 
company. 

It has also been obvious from 
the beginning that the whole Salt 
Creek affair was a set-up 
between Watt and the oil 
industry to open up the Wilder- 
ness System. They aren’t 
stopping with Salt Creek. 
Congress has prohibited new 
leasing in wilderness until 
October 1982. The Wilderness 
Act prohibits it after December 
31, 1982. Jim Watt has promised 
he will not lease in the October/ 
December window. But what is 
really being done is that Watt is 
laying the groundwork for a 
“sweetheart” suit from the Rocky 
Mountain Oil & Gas Association 
or Mountain States Legal Foun- 
dation to force him to lease Wil- 
derness Areas in that period. And 
Congress and the environmental 
establishment are sleeping. 

So, what can we learn? First, 
we must make sure that estab- 
lishment conservation groups are 
playing their proper role while 
we are out on the front lines. 
Second, we know the Reagan 
Administration and industry are 
serious about destroying the 
Wilderness System. And third, 
non-violet direct action has a 
tremendous role in galvanizing 
popular public support and 
delaying destruction. 

What is there to do now? 

First, we must be prepared to 
act swiftly and courageously when 
attacks come. Second, we should 
demand a Congressional hearing 
(preferably in New Mexico) to 
investigate the collusion between 
the Department of the Interior and 
the Oil & Gas Industry on Salt 
Creek. Write The Hon. John 
Seiberling, House of Represen- 
tatives, Washington, D.C. 20515 
and ask him what went wrong and 
ask him to launch an investiga- 
tion with a field hearing in New 
Mexico. 

Remember Salt Creek! 

—Dave Foreman 


Ed. note: We have received an 
overwhelming amount of mail 
from the Outside article. Salt 
Creek action, and West Coast 
Road Show. The above are a very 
brief sampling. We'd like to re- 
spond personally to all of you who 
wrote but simply do not have the 
time if we are to also crank out the 
paper and organize on our many 
issues. Allow us to thank all of you 
for your interest. If this issue of 
EF! doesn't suffice for a reply, 
write us back and we will respond 
personally. 

Y ■ 
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Son of RARE — Or, the 
Creature from the Reagan 
Lagoon 

In a blatant and heavy-handed 
threat designed to force state 
Congressional delegations to pass 
inadequate wilderness bills with 
hard release and sufficiency 
language, the Reagan Adminis- 
tration has peremptorily can- 
celled RARE ll — and launched 
RARE III. John Crowell, 
formerly chief attorney for 
Louisiana-Pacific timber com- 
pany and now Reagan’s Assistant 
Secretary of Agriculture over the 
Forest Service said that the 
action was necessary because of 
recent court decisions which held 
that the Forest Service’s RARE 
II environmental impact state- 
ment was inadequate. As Howie 
Wolke of Earth First! was quick 
to point out, however, the court 
rulings found only the non- 
wilderness recommendations of 
the Forest Service illegal but 
Crowell has tossed out the RARE 

II wilderness recommendations 
as well. 

According to Crowell, RARE 

III will take place through the 
individual Forest Plans now 
being prepared by the Forest 
Service. Wolke urged local Earth 
Firstlers to demand that RARE 
III be the Roaded Area Review 
and Evaluation (see his editorial 
in this issue). 


Dear Folks of Earth First! 

I just finished reading the 
recent article about your organ- 
ization in Outside magazine. I am 
extremely pleased to see how 
much the organization has 
grown. 

Two years ago, I was awakened 
in the middle of the night by loud 
heated debates in the apartment 
next door. Due to extremely thin 
walls, the discussion were heard 
with great clarity. Issues from 
the Sagebrush Rebellion to that 
infamous Glen Canyon Damn 
kept me awake for numerous 
hours. Although it was difficult 
to remain awake at work the next 
day, I had felt compelled to keep 
listening. The large gain in know- 
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EDITORIAL: RARE III 


CAT TRACKS 

by Chim Blea 


RARE III is a great idea! But 
let’s do it right this time. After 
two lengthy Roadless Area 
Review and Evaluations (RARE 
I and RARE II), I think it’s time 
for a nationwide review of all 
roaded areas. The Roaded Area 
Review and Evaluation 
(RARE III) would give the Fores! 
Service an opportunity to begin 
to atone for past sins too numer- 
ous to count. It would also 
provide the agency with plenty of 
paperwork, and lots of planning 
to do. Bureaucrats love to plan. 
With the recession slowing the 
national forest timber sale 
program, RARE III is just what 
is needed to keep these dedicated 
bureaucrats from becoming 
bored. 

A proper review of all roaded 
and developed national forest- 
lands would begin with actual 
mapping of these areas. This will 
be relatively easy, even for the 
Forest Service, since all roadless 
areas were previously mapped 
during the RARE II process. 

Next, will come the recom- 
mendation phase. All roaded 
areas would be put into one of the 
following three categories: 

I. National Sacrifice Area: 
These areas will be allowed to 
remain in a roaded, developed 
condition. Clearcutting, strip- 
mining, soil erosion, pesticide 
application, impoverishment of 
natural gene pools, species ex- 
tinction, siltation, cuts and fills, 
seismic blasting, oil rigs, oil- 
fields, off road vehicles, and other 
forms of modern forest manage- 
ment will continue to occur in 
these areas. These activities will 
be subject, of course, to proper 


land use constraints based on 
existing and future land manage- 
ment plans. 

2. Wilderness Recovery 
Areas: These areas will be 
managed to assure that they will 
revert to a wilderness condition. 
All roads will be closed and obli- 
teVated via re-contouring and re- 
seeding with native species. 
Nature will do the rest. The 
physical rehabilitation work 
could be done by a “Youth Demo- 
lition Corps,” consisting of unem- 
ployed inner-city teenagers. The 
YDC would be a wonderful way 
to put these kids to productive use 
tearing up roads, dynamiting 
bridges, etc., while assuring 
forest rangers the opportunity to 
remain behind their desks. 

3. Further Planning Areas: 
This category would simply be to 
assure that the Forest Service 
doesn’t run out of things to do. A 
friend of mine in the agency once 
confided to me: “We had to have a 
Further Planning category in 
RARE II in order to make the 
politicos think that we’re dealing 
with ultra-complex issues. Other- 
wise, we wouldn’t get nearly as 
much funding, and many jobs 
would eventually be terminated. 
Why do you think we agency 
people stopped using common 
sense a few years after Bob 
Marshall left?” 

In the spirit of fairness, let’s 
call on our loyal public servants 
to review our priceless heritage 
of roaded areas. Our road/ess 
areas have been reviewed 
enough. All should remain wild. 
Now it’s time to save the clear- 
cuts! 

Howie Wolke 


On Domestication 

It’s twilight. I’m eating steak in a 
friend’s backyard on the outskirts 
of Tucson. The charcoal briquets 
glow softly beside us. I watch his 
dog, on the edge of the light. The 
dog watches us, watches the meat 
on our plates. I’m carried back to 
the dream time by that wolf-life 
stare: 

Listen! There. Do you hear it? 
The wolves are howling in the dis- 
tance: no, they are close now. The 
old ones speak of the ancient strug- 
gle between our people and the 
wolves, of the competition for prey. 
But our hunters tell us that today 
was different. Today, somehow, the 
wot res helped to corral the rein- 
deer. Our h unters would not hare 
returned with the meat ire now eat 
if the wolves had not helped. There 
they are. I see them at the edge of 
the firelight. Bear's Ann. our 
mightiest hunter, is rising. Hewill 
throw a burning stick at them to 
chase them away. No! He is throw- 
ing a leg-bone to them. . . 

It was a night like that, I think, 
fifty thousand years ago when 
men and dogs began to domesti- 
cate each other. I toss my t-bone to 
my friend’s dog and know that an- 
cient connection. As I gnaw the 
corn from the cob (corn which I 
grew in my garden), I think back 
again, of another grain, to the arid 
hills of Mesopotamia nine thou- 
sand years ago: 

Come with me, you great hunter, 
and see what I have done. Here. 
See this grass. Last fall I saved the 
largest seeds from the grass and 
placed them here where the Earth 
is moist. See how large these seeds 
are. . . 

These dim memories of domesti- 
cation are of the most important 
events in human history. Events 
which forever changed us. Events 
which took from our innocence, 
Events which domesticated us. 

I used to dislike dogs and was 
always eager to recite the litany of 
their faults. It is only recently while 
I have played with my friend’s dog, 
that I have come to understand why 
I am alternately repelled and at- 
tracted. 

Early human society was 
eglitarian, non-hierarchical, non- 


Dear EF! 

Having read an article about 
Earth First! in the Audubon 
magazine, I applaud your efforts 
and wish you the greatest of 
success. We had written Audubon 
to inquire about an address for 
EF! but they did not answer. So 
we were glad to find the article 
and your address in Outside 
Magazine. We would like to lend 
our support and receive your 
paper. By the way, we suggest 
fighting for 50% wilderness 
instead of the 10% that is 
advocated in the article. When I 
say 50% wilderness, 40% should 
be places where people live in a 
wilderness environment without 
machinery, and the remaining 
10% to be an area strictly 
wilderness with no access to man. 
Hope to hear from you soon. 
Alaska 


Dear EF! 

I am a 39-year-old general sur- 
geon and am very interested" in 
helping in the Earth First! move- 
ment. I have the time, money and 
interest — and I find your brand 
of overstatement appealing. My 
ideas on the Yates well in NM ran 
toward asking a friend who flies 
F-15s for the Air Force to help 
load a Cessna with bombs and fly 
a night raid over the well. 
Young Doctor Sarvis 


dominating. There was no sexism. 
Children were not mastered. The 
society of wild canids, however, was 
heirarchical. Dominance was a 
key element in maintaining it. 
When candid and hominid societies 
integrated, humans learned hier- 
archy. The dogs indeed lost the 
struggle for dominance but they 
won the philosophical battle be- 
cause humans accepted their tiered 
structure. As I play with my 
friend’s dog, I come to know the 
siren of power. It is so easy to make 
the dog sit obediently, it is intoxi- 
cating to have such awesome auth- 
ority. 

Athough-it took millenia, it was a 
simple step from the domestication 
of dogs to the domestication of 
plants, of other animals both food 
and draft, the control of water (in 
irrigation), to the domestication of 
wives, children, slaves, and sub- 
jects. In domesticating, we became 
domesticated. When the hunter 
tossed the wolf a bone, the over- 
seer’s whip hand cracked and the 
gloved hand took the control throt- 
tle of the giant drag line. When the 
first seed was planted, civilization 
and wilderness were first created. 

Another aspect of domestica- 
tion is the creation of monsters. 
Look into the eyes of. a pitiful 
Pekinese. It is a wolf — or a 
jackal — monstrously corrupted. 
Corn cannot even reproduce by 
itself it has been so altered by 
human ingenuity. It is an act of 
supreme arrogance, of great evil, 
to presume to alter the evolu- 
tionary destiny of another crea- 
ture — plant or animal — and twist 
its genetics to our own short- 
sighted, selfish ends. The mani- 
pulation of germ plasm is the true 
story of Faust. If there is any 
right pertaining to life, it is the 
right to fulfill one’s evolutionary 
destiny without having it arti- 
ficially detoured. We have vio- 
lated that right for hundreds of 
other life forms, have made them 
slaves to our whim. Joseph Smith 
was wrong. One does not have to 
die and receive mastery over a 
new planet to become a god. 
Humans have carelessly assumed 
the role of gods during their 
short, insignificant lives. 

As Mama Rue pointed out in 


Dear Dave: 

I have just finished reading the 
article in Outside magazine re- 
garding Earth First! 

The article was i nteresti ng, the 
idea of Earth First! so necessary. 
What I don’t agree with is the 
statement in the “Between the 
Lines” section that Earth First! 
represents “environmental ex- 
tremism. . .ultimately no more 
palatable than the secretary’s 
(our beloved James Watt).” What 
I do agree with is that “the envir- 
onmentalists’ main problem is 
their moderation.” 

Being rather mild-mannered 
backpacker types, my husband 
and I would probably not make 
the Monkey Wrench best ten list. 
However, we are trying, and have 
been known to pull up a survey 
marker or two. To help us along 
on this path (one which surely has 
much connection to some of the 
greatest of American traditions), 
we would like to know more about 
Earth First! Could we be put on 
your mailing list for the news- 
letters? If you need money for 
this, let us know. 

In the meantime, keep up the 
good work, and good luck in your 
Sierra Club election attempt. In- 
filtation of establishment ranks 
can’t hurt a bit! Hope you make it. 
San Francisco 
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her column on Yule, Judeo- 
Christian religion has readily 
absorbed and altered the myths of 
other cultures. The Book of 
Genesis in the Old Testament is a 
prime example of this assimila- 
tion. The Hebrew story of the 
Garden of Eden was taken from 
earlier peoples in the Middle 
East and undoubtedly somewhat 
corrupted before it was written 
down in the form we know it 
today. But yet, the truth remains 
in it. It is the story of domes- 
tication and it reminds us of the 
consequences of that awful act. 

Adam and Eve were happy in 
the garden and all that they 
needed was at hand (hunter- 
gatherer culture). They named 
the other animals and plants 
(understood their environment 
and their place in it). Then Eve 
and Adam ate of the fruit of the 
tree of knowledge (developed 
agriculture and domestication) 
and were expelled by God 
(Nature). from the Garden (Wil- 
derness) and were condemned to 
earn their food by the sweat of 
their brow (farming). Eve was 
sentenced to bear children in 
pain (suffer domination by men) 
and Adam was cursed to have his 
heel stung by the viper (be cutoff 
from Nature). 

Just as our happiest days as 
humans were in our early years, 
the wisdom of the Bible is in its 
first few pages. Until we 
renounce the sin of dominance/ 
domestication and return to the 
hunter-gatherer life (the Garden 
of Eden), we shall never be at 
peace, shall never be happy, shall 
never be one with Nature, shall 
never be truly human. 


Dear EF! gang. 

Knew nothing of your group 
until a week ago when a friend 
sent me a copy of an article in the 
San Francisco Chronicle about 
the ECOPRANKSTERS. Knew 
immediately it was my type of an 
organization as I am a devoted e. 
abbey fan and have been longing" 
to live out my “monkey wrench 
gang” fantasies. Was frustrated 
because the Chron. article was so 
general, and supplied no info 
about where to write, or how to 
become a part of your activist 
group. Only a couple of days later 
was reading the Chico News and 
Review, and came upon another 
article about Earth First!. That 
was fine and good, but the frus- 
tration continued because there 
was still no address. Finally. I 
picked up a copy of Outside 
magazine and was scanning the 
letters to the editor when I saw 
that someone had written in 
requesting your address. There it 
was in bold print — my prayers 
had been answered in less than a 
week! 

California 

Dear EF! 

You’re probably just doing a 
“Ghost Shirt Dance,” but since I 
missed the original. I’d like to join 
in this one. Cincinnati, Ohio 

Continued on page 10 



ledge easily made up for my lack 
of sleep. Also, who speaks of such 
issues with such fervor these 
days? Hadn’t Ronald Reagan just 
been elected president? 

Several days later, while talk- 
ing with my neighbor, I learned 
the meeting I had overheard was 
the 1980 Winter Solstice meeting 
of Earth First! in Breckenridge, 
Colorado. The apartment build- 
ing was typical of ski resort 
living, miniscule rooms. Even at 
full capacity this Earth First! 
meeting could not have had more 
than eight or nine people in- 
volved, a far cry from the 500 
reported in Jackson. 

Thanks much to both Outside 
and Earth First! I believe my 


faith and spirits have just risen 
one notch. 

State College, Penn. 

P.S. Please give my neighbor 
from Breckenridge my best 
regards. Thanks. 

Yo Earth lsters, 

Read about your shenanigans in 
Outside magazine. Our kudos... 
well-pulled prank at Glen 
Canyon. See you’ve even got “No 
More Mr. Nice Guy” Abbey 
puttin’ his monkeywrench where 
his mouth is. Atta’ boy, Edward, 
How do we get on your mailing 
list? Send in two dozer ignition 
switches? May your sabots never 
age. From the-True Blue North 
Ranch Ontario, Canada 
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tunity to say my opinion. After 
me, my cousin David Richard 
Goid III, will say his opinion — 
cause we’re both sick of groups 
like Earth First!, so you can just 
call us EARTH LAST! 

What’s this about giving it 
back to the Navajos? We won it 
from ’em just like we won it from 
the Mexicans. If we let them have 
it you know what will happen! 
They’ll make all the money off it! 

When we put ’em there— that 
was before we knew about the 
coal. IS THAT FAIR? 

SO what are they getting all 
bent out of shape about? I’ll tell 
you— a pile of rocks!!! YUP!! A 
bunch of dumb, stupid, worthless 
no-good piles of rocks that aren’t 
no use for anything. AND THEY 
WANT TO SAVE THEM!!! 
What are they saving them for??? 

What’s there to protect out 
there? There ain’t nothing out 
there — ESPECIALLY IN 
THEM THERE BISTI BAD- 
LANDS. Ain’t nothing could live 
out there. The rattlesnakes are so 
skinny you’d need to shoot a dozen 
of em to make one belt. Now 
listen! I been to that place and I 
don’t like it— Not one bit!! It just 
don’t look like nothing else. You 
feel like you’re on the moon or 
something. I ain't comfortable— 
and it GIVES ME THE 
CREEPS! I say we should get out 
there with shotguns and blow 
them hoodoos right off their 
pedestals. AND THEN— Dig a 
big hole and throw them in with 
all those SIERRA CLUBS, 
WILDNESS CLUBS AND 
SPECIALLY THEM EARTH 
FIRST.'ERS! 

Ask James Watt if you don’t 
believe me. And Mr. Watt has 
read the entire holy bible and it 
says right there that there ain’t 
no use in saving nothing on ac- 
count of that rapture when the 
Lord— He’s gonna come all over 
the place and is he gonna be 
pissed off?? 

Speech of David Gold 

First of all I would like to thank 
you for giving me the opportun- 
ity to speak. I know that it must 
be very difficult for you to sit here 
tonight with your minds made up 
to do the right thing, and have to 
listen to these commie, pinko, 
faggot environmentalists sound 
off. So, I came to support your 
views. 


First I'll address the Navajo 
issue. Our motto in Earth Last! is: 
Progress First, People Second, 
Earth Last!. Therefore, the idea 
that a few hundred families 
might have to be moved is paltry 
compared to the energy that 
could be gained. Besides, these 
people are living in the past. You 
would undoubtedly be doing 
them a favor. If they do believe 
the land is sacred, this could only 
be viewed as paganism and reli- 
gious freedom can only go so far. 
Furthermore, even if they were 
white, suburban families, one 
must have their priorities 
correct: Progress first, People 
second, Earth Last',. You should 
move as many as you need to get 
all the energy that we need. 

Next, I would like to address 
the issues of palentology and 
archeology. Frankly, who cares 
about dinosaurs? This type of 
thing is interesting to children 
but I can’t seriously believe any 
adult would find it interesting. 

I grew up in New Jersey. I can 
remember the comfortable 
feeling of looking into a warm, 
reddish-brown sky at night, in- 
stead of the cold bleak stars. The 
factories of New Jersey are 
famous, perhaps world- 
renowned. I can remember my 
favorite one, a refinery in Eliza- 
beth, New Jersey. This is true 
beauty, a half mile of abstract 
sculpture, tubes, spheres and 
tanks, all different colors. 

. I mention this because New 
Mexico could have this, too. The 
strip mined areas could be used to 
have the world’s largest indus- 
trial park. A giant facility could 
be centered around the new 
generating station. It could make 
New Jersey seem like a cottage 
industry. Miles of industry, it 
could be fantastic. The air quality 
might suffer but the JOBS, and 
we need jobs. People would get 
used to the appearance. The 
quality of life could only rise. 

Well, as you can see, the Albu- 
qn erque group h as an inspiration- 
al craze-out streak and goes for a 
bit of the old guerilla theatre. This 
winter, we tried to put the clown in 
the cloum prince of environmen- 
tal activists and had some good 
fun at it. The beer consumed was 
not moderate but excessive, but it 
was beer. 

FINIS 


BISTI CIRCUS i 

Brown 


Neil Cobb's “Biff, the Bisti 
Clown” Speech 

After reviewing the Draft En- 
vironmental Impact Statements 
and the Cumulative Overview I 
felt it was necessary to express 
myself in more than a verbal 
manner. Simply put, I feel as 
though the whole San Juan Basin 
environmental political process 
has been a scam, a big joke, a sick 
circus with each unfolding act 
more outrageous than the pre- 
vious one. I would like to make it 
clear that I am not here to laugh 
with the Public Service Company 
of New Mexico, the various coal 
companies and other slimes who 
have been so effective in influ- 
encing the Bureau of Livestock 
and Mining. These EIS’s are just 
one more piece in the energy grab 
puzzle, one more step toward the 
complete rape of the Bisti and 
degradation in the quality of life 
in the entire basin. 

The proposed action offers 
people nothing more than a few 
viewing sites where this rape can 
be conveniently observed. The 
current scenario I envision will 
include two paltry wilderness 
areas set up on newly formed 
mesas, surrounded by strip- 
mines, overlooking a spewing 
generating station, a sprawling 
boom town in an area criss- 
crossed by railroads and truck 
filled roads, and dotted by empty 
or destroyed houses of Navajo 
families, the real owners of the 
land in question. 

I’m not going to compromise 
my credibility by testifying on 
any specifics of the EISs as it’s 
just not worth it. They’re a joke. 
You can take these EIS s and all 
the technical reports and burn 
them, and I. encourage any who 
have had to deal with the frus- 
tration of ploughing through 
these documents to strike the 
match. 

EF! supports a proposal that 
will include as wilderness ex- 
panded versions of the present 
three WS As. The area designated 
as wilderness should be incorpor- 
ated into a larger national park 
that will protect all of the Bisti 
including the Russell Forest and 
not just those areas that now 
qualify for wilderness. This bad- 
lands park and possibly Chaco 
Historic Park should be managed 
as tribal National Parks in the 
manner of Canyon de Chelly. EF! 
further believes that the whole 
“Chaeo-San Juan Management 
Area” in N.W. New Mexico 
which the BLM has the auda- 
city to claim to “manage” 
should be returned to the 
Navajo tribe, in compliance 
with order 709. 

Clown Speech 

The following incendiary dia- 
tribe was the next testimony at 
the BLM show. It was delivered 
with conviction and drama by 
none other than Berpha the Bisti 
Clown whose other self is Karen 
Brown of Albuquerque. 

“When you’re in a circus, 
talking to clowns, you gotta be a 
clown in order to make yourself 
understood. So here goes. Sunbelt 
mining, the hand-puppetof PNM 
is perfectly willing to sacrifice, 
disrupt, destroy, or risk anything 
in order to mine some poor qual- 
ity coal which it does not need. 

This band of gangsters has 
wormed their dragline into 
section 32 of the Bisti badlands 
and named it — not facetiously, 
but maliciously— “The Gateway 
Mine.” meaning, one can only 
assume, the gateway to usurping 
all the badlands— including the 
Bisti. De Na Zin, and A Shi Sle 
Pah. 


In the badlands there are a 
number of holy sites of the 
Navajo. If the rape-mining of the 
badlands is allowed, the Indians 
shouldn’t mind. We can make it 
up to them by allowing a few 
Navajo thugs to bulldoze a couple 
cathedrals, some churches, syna- 
gogues, maybe a mosque or 
temple or two. So knocking down 
and bulldozing some sacred sites 
can be worked out. But then, of 
course, there are the graves to be 
“moved” from their ancestral 
holy burial grounds. We can 
make this up to the survivors by 
allowing any who get upset to 
disinter our grandmothers. Too 
bad. ladies. We’re just trying to 
be fair here. 

New Mexico is my birthplace 
and my home, my life and my 
blood and my heart. The New 
Mexican people value the quality 
of their environment, as rightly 
we should. We call it enchanted 
because of its magic desert 
places; wildernesses which speak 
to our hearts in whispers that 
promise solitude and dignity and 
grandeur. The land speaks to the 
poet, the artist, the Indian, the 
lover, the lunatic, the saint— the 
people in touch with their souls 
who feel the pulse of the universe. 

You can have my house, my 
hide, my head on a silver platter. 
But you keep your greed-crazed 
claws out of the Bisti. Give it back 
to someone who recognizes it for 
what it is. A magic and sacred 
desert place.” 

Earth Last! 

The finale was carried off with 
style evil and grace undetect- 
able by the seething villains of 
Earth Last!, wanton greedheads 
and energy gluttons extraordi- 
naire, played by the black- 
comedy team of Gold and Blake to 
the hilt. Don’t let your kids read 
these next two rotten evil slurs 
against the future of the human 
race. 

Speech of Steve Blake 

First of all I would like to thank 
you all for giving me the oppor- 


Earth First! Clowns at Bisti 
Circus 

(Ed. note: The battle to save the 
Bisti Badlands in New Mexico 
from the ravages of coal strip- 
m in ing continues. As pred icted by 
Earth First! at our Bisti Rally in 
November, Jim Watt did drop the 
Bisti as a BLM Wilderness Study 
Area. The resulting outcry was so 
great, however, that he quickly 
reinstated the Bisti as a WSA. 
We're sure that the EF! trespass 
action helped raise the public con- 
cern l see the photos of the Bisti 
Trespass in this issue.] Earth 
First! has now developed a 
150.000 acre Bisti National Park 
proposal including three large 
wilderness units around the Bisti, 
De Na Zin, and A Shi Sle Peh 
WSA x. A full report will be pre- 
sented in the May Day issue of 
EF!. Senator Pete Domenici of 
New Mexico had introduced a to- 
tally inadequate wilderness bill 
for the Bisti which even moderate 
con serration groups are opposing. 
In January, the BLM held their 
public hearings on massive coal 
development and energy produc- 
tion in the Bisti area. Since the 
hearings were a farce, the Albu- 
querque group of Earth First! 
treated them as a farce. Karen 
Brown’s report follows.) 


There was some pretty power- 
ful bullshit slung around the 
hearing room at the posh Four 
Seasons motel in Albuquerque in 
January for the BLM Bisti show. 
Everyone for or against mining 
and rape of the Bisti Badlands 
testified and stumped until they 
were blue in the face. The BLM 
panelists were weary and ready 
‘to cry out of excruciating bore- 
dom from taking testimony at 
this and the previous two hear- 
ings in Crownpoint and Farm- 
ington. Then something snapped. 
At 8:00 PM, a bare hour before 
the proceedings were due to end. 
Biff and Berpha the Bisti clowns, 
joined by their entourage of 
EF.'ers disguised in face paint 
and Mexican folk masks, showed 
up. At the same time, the Earth 
Last! contingent, a radical anti- 
environmental group, consisting 
of brothers Gold and Blake, 
arrived. Sound crazy enough to 
be the doing of the Albuquerque 
group of Earth First!, led by Neil 
(Biff) Cobb? Well, It was pretty 
crazy and lots of fun. too. The 
following excerpts are from the 
four testimonies delivered at the 
hearing. They were turned over 
in writing to the panel of judges 
who told us that they would ap- 
pear in the Bureau’s record. 
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No G-0 Road, 

continued • 


tween the towns of Gasquet and 
Orleans. The road would split off 
the Blue Creek area from the rest 
of the quarter million acre pro- 
posed Siskiyou Wilderness. Over 
200 miles of logging- roads and 
extensive clearcuts would then be 
carried out in Blue Creek. 

For 10 years, conservation 
groups such as the Sierra Club 
have prevented the construction 
and paving of the last six miles of 
th G-0 Road through the sacred 
high country by means of envir- 
onmental impact statements, 
appeals and lawsuits. Time and 
the system appear to have run 
out. The Sierra Club has been 
denied an injunction on the final 
constuction and the Forest 
Service has awarded a $2,07 4,000 
contract to the Wisner Construc- 
tion Company of Prineville, Ore. 
to build and pave the final link in 
the G-0 Road this summer. The 
dozers will be there as soon as the 
snow melts. 

The Siskiyou Mountains 
Resource Council in Areata has 
proposed two legislative steps to 
save Blue Creek and stop the G-0 
Road: a G-0 Road Decommission- 
ing Act and inclusion of the area 
in the Siskiyou Wilderness Area 
in the California Wilderness bill 
(see box). But without delaying 
construction and drawing 
national attention to the issue, 
chances are dim. Earth Firstlers 
in northern California are mo- 
bilizing, however, to engage in a 
peaceful continuing blockade of 
road construction just as the Aus- 
tralians did in the Nightcap 
National Park battle. 


No G-O Road Demonstrations 

On Friday, January 28, the NO 
G-0 ROAD campaign entered 
another arena as conservation- 
ists demonstrated against the 
Forest Service in San Francisco 
and Eureka. Over 100 people 
joined the chanting, singing 
Earth First! protest outside the 
Regional Forester's office in 
downtown San Francisco. Led by 
Johnny Sagebrush, a California 
grizzly, and Ronald Reagan, the 
group roared outside the Big 
Freddie’s office for nearly an 
hour beginning at noon. Federal 
police were everywhere and the 
Regional Office of the Forest 
Service on the 5th floor of the 
Federal Building was sealed off. 
After the protest ended, many 
Earth Firstlers went inside to 
buy maps of the Six Rivers 
National Forest, site of the G-0 
Road, but were met by police. 
Armed officers escorted Earth 
Firstlers in groups of two up to 
the 5th floor to buy maps. One 
woman who went up the stairs 
was handcuffed to a chair, inter- 
rogated, and fined $60. It seemed 
a bit of overkill on the part of the 
Feds, considering that Earth 
First! is pledged to non-violent 
right action (Satyagraha) in our 
campaign against the G-0 Road. 

Concurrently, Humboldt and 
Del Norte County environmen- 
talists were marching in similar 
numbers outside the Six Rivers 
National Forest HQ in Eureka. 
This rally was organized in less 
than 24 hours. Both protests 
received media coverage and no 
doubt sensitized the bureaucrats 
and politicians to the fact that 
things are not all quiet on the 
western front. No G-0 Road local 
coordinators are being indenti- 
fied throughout northern Califor- 
nia and serious preparations for a 
long and serious campaign are 
being made. 



STOP THE 
G-0 ROAD 

You cull lu‘li> slop the G-0 Rond 
and save the old growth timber of 
the Si ski go us. 

‘First, write your Senators 
(US Senate. Washington, DC 
20510) and members of Congress 
(Houseof Representatives, Wash- 
ington, DC 20515) and express 
your concern for the Siskiyou 
Mountains in California. Urge 
them to support efforts to include 
Blue Creek, Dillon Creek, and 
Eight-mile Creek roadless areas 
in a unified Siskiyou Mountains 
Wilderness Area in the Califor- 
nia Wilderness Bill sponsored by 
Phillip Burton and Alan 
Cranston. Then, urge their sup- 
port for the G-0 Road Decommis- 
sioning Act (see text below). Send 
copies of your letters to Con- 
gressman Phillip Burton and 
Senator Alan Cranston. 

‘Second, plan to participate in 
the non-violent blockade of the 
construction of the G-0 Road this 
late spring and summer. Contact 
EF! at POB 235 Ely N V 89301 (or 
your local EF! contact if you live 
in California.) Let us know how 
you can help. Help make the G-0 
Road the NO G-0 ROAD! 

The Gasquet-Orleans Road De- 
commissioning Act 

To direct the Secretary of 
Agriculture to prevent the intru- 
sion of the U.S. Forest Service 
into the religious affairs of the 
Karok, Tolowa and Yurok Indian 
peoples by spending no public 
monies for the completion or 
maintenance of forest road 
number 15 N 01 on the Six Rivers 
and Klamath National forests. 

Section. 1 Be it enacted by 
the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of 
America in Congress Assembled, 
that the Secretary of Agriculture 
shall not permit the expenditures 
of any public monies for the 
maintenance, construction or 
reconstruction of Forest Service 
Road number 15 N 01 also known 
as the Gasquet-Orleans G.O. 
Road, on the Six Rivers and Kla- 
math National forests of 
northern California, between the 
points described on the east as 
Dillon Camp (T. 13N. R. 5 E. SE 
corner of Section 6) and on the 
west as the 14 N 01 intersection 
(T. 14 N. R. 3 E. section 29). 

Section 2. Be it further 
enacted that there is hereby 
authorized to be appropriated 
such amount of money as may be 
necessary to remove any con- 
structed portions of roadway 
between the points described 
above. 


Benefit Llama Trip To 
Kalmiopsis Wilderness 
April 1-4, 1983 

Earth First! and Siskiyou 
Llama Expeditions present an 
expedition with Dave Foreman 
into the Kalmiopsis Wilderness 
over Easter Weekend April 1-4. 
We’ll spend four days on the 
Illinois River/Bald Mountain 
Trail--the site of a controversial 
logging road the Forest Service 
has begun building into the 
defacto wilderness next to the 
Kalmiopsis Wilderness. We’ll 
travel light and easy as the trusty 
llamas carry food and camping 
gear. There is room for only 4 
guests on this trip. Cost is $400 
per person. Half will go to Earth 
First! to protest logging of the 
Kalmiopsis. Delicious meals are 
included. To reserve your space, 
call or write: Siskiyou Llama 
Expeditions POB 1330 Jackson- 
ville, OR 97530 503-899-1696. 


Kalmiopsis/ Bald 
Mountain Road, 

continued 

Hatfield, defeated Representa- 
tive Jim Weaver’s efforts to 
include the roadless country to 
the north of the Kalmiopsis 
Wilderness in the wilderness. 
This area around Silver Creek is 
possibly the finest part of the 
Kalmiopsis. 

The U.S. Forest Service plans 
to build a high standard logging 
road along the high ridge on the 
north boundary of the Kalmiop- 
sis Wilderness to Bald Mountain. 
This road would follow the align- 
ment of the Illinois River Trail, 
the most popular in the area, 
which is on the divide between 
the Illinois River and Silver 
Creek. The road would “open up” 
the entire northern roadless area 
for destructive clearcutting. 

Conservationists have been 
fighting the Bald Mountain Road 
through the system for years but 
have lost. The Sierra Club re- 
cently dropped their suit against 
the Forest Servcie and only the 
snow in the high country is pre- 
venting the Freddie engines of 
destruction from building the 
road. Earth Firstlers in Oregon 
are now making plans to peace- 
fully blockade the construction of 
the Bald Mountain Road. Help is 
urgently needed for this impor- 
tant undertaking. 


Stop the Bald Mountain Road 

Earth Firstlers from around 
the United States can help stop 
the Bald Mountain Road. 

*First., write your Senators and 
Congresspersons and urge them 
to support addition of all con- 
tiguous roadless areas (about 
235,000 acres) to the existing 
Kalmiopsis Wilderness as part of 
the Oregon Wilderness Bill spon- 
sored by Representative James 
Weaver. Send copies of your 
letters to Rep. Weaver and 
Senator Mark Hatfield. (US 
Senate, Washington, DC 20510; 
House of Representatives, Wash- 
ington, DC 20515). 

*Second , plan to take part in 
the non-violent blockade of the 
Bald Mountain Road this 
summer. Contact EF! POB 235 
Ely, NV 89301 (or your local con- 
tact if you live in Oregon) and let 
us know how you can help. 



Salt Creek Defense Benefit. 

Earth First! in New Mexico 
will hold a benefit dance and 
rally in March to raise legal 
fees to defend Neil Cobb and 
Bob Seeley against trespass 
charges stemming from their 
blockade of Yates Petroleum 
Company in the Salt Creek Wil- 
derness. Door prizes will 
include a hot air balloon ride, a 
white-water float trip, and a 
backpack trip into Yellowstone 
Park area with Howie Wolke’s 
Wild Horizons Expeditions. 
Information on the fund raiser 
can be had by calling Neil Cobb 
268-6352, Dave Seeley 897- 
4374 or Dave Gold/Wanda Cole 
268-7319 all in Albuquerque. 
Send contributions for the 
Cobb/Seeley Defense Fund to 
Earth First! POB 235 Ely, NV 
89301 with your check made 
out to Earth First! (indicate in 
a note that it is for the defense 
fund). 


Salt Creek 

Arrests, continued 1 

issued Yates the necessary 
federal permits to drill in the Salt 
Creek Wilderness, despite the 
outstanding trespass citation for j 
its illegal blading of the road into i 
the wilderness. The Bureau of j 
Land Management had a little j 
more backbone than the local ) 
Fish and Wildlife Service. 
According to a highly placed j 
source who wished to remain J 
anonymous, the Roswell District j 
office of B.L.M. refused to give j 
Yates a right of way permit l 
across their lands because of the | 
outstanding citation. Allegedly, 
the Yates representative stated, 
“We’ll see about that!” and 
stormed out of the office. An hour 
later B.L.M. in Washington 
called the local 'Office and said, 
“Give them the permit.” 

In spite of the permits, the 
federal court injunction re- 
mained in effect and, along with 
the snow and mud, kept Yates out 
of the Salt Creek Wilderness. On 
January 26, the restrainingorder 
against Yates was lifted by order 
of the 10th Circuit Court of 
Appeals in Denver. Yates quickly 
trucked their equipment back in 
the wilderness and the Fish & 
Wildlife Service closed the area 
within / mile of the road and rig 
to everyone except Yates em- 
ployees. That is when Neil Cobb 
and Bob Seeley, of the Albu- 
querque Earth First! group, 
acted. 

“We had no choice,” Cobb said 
after his arrest, “A wrong had 
been committed. An American 
corporation had broken the law 
and was being rewarded by 
Congress, the Department of 
Interior, and the Federal Courts. 
We just couldn’t sit on our ass like 
the Sierra Club and do nothing.” 

“It was an easy decision,” 
Seeley added. “It’s no fun being 
arrested or facing a possible six 
month jail sentence, but we 
couldn’t let Watt and Yates get 
away with it. Maybe our action 
will help save another wilder- 
ness.” 

Mike Roselle, a national Earth 
First! leader and oil field worker 
from Jackson, Wyo., who had 
been on his way to join the 
blockade but was delayed by 
heavy snow, said, “I’ve been 
reading Gandhi’s autobiography 
recently and what Neil and Bob 
did was pure right action — 
Satyagraha. They’ve got guts. I 
wish I’d been there with them.” 

While the two Earth Firstlers 
are being threatened with six 
month jail sentences and $500 
fines for their peaceful trespass, 
Yates Petroleum Company re- 
ceived only a $50 fine for their 
destructive, violent trespass. Yes, 
Virginia, there is justice in the 
United States. 

(Two days after the arrests of 
the Earth Firstlers, Yates hit 
natural gas and capped their 
well. The drill rig was removed. 
Well-testing operations and pro- 
duction will take place at a 
future, unscheduled date.) 


1 F 


To the surprise of many, Yates 
Oil Co. received the needed 
federal permit in December to 
continue their drilling operation 
in the Salt Creek Wilderness. 
Thinking that we had won the 
battle in November, it was a 
shock to find out that the estab- 
lished status quo environmental 
organizations had let this issue 
slip through their hands. We 
considered it an insult that the 
Interior Dept, had given Yates a 
permit after they had so blatantly 
violated federal laws and tres- 
passed into Salt Creek. 

By the middle of January it was 
obvious that legal and political 
pressure were not having any 
effect and would soon be exhaust- 
ed. The Rio Grande Chapter of 
the Sierra Club showed little 
interest in really pursuing the 
issue. There was only one alter- 
native for New Mexico EF! and 
that was to engage in direct 
action. Even though we couldn’t 
stop the drilling we had to dem- 
onstrate our disgust over the 
situation. 

Initially we called in the 
national S.W.A.A.T. rapid de- 
ployment force but found out we 
couldn’t wait for their arrival 
since Yates had unexpectedly 
stepped up drilling operations. 
So Bob Seeley and I decided that 
we had to head Yates off at the 
pass, and engage in civil disobed- 
ience by ourselves. 

After participating in the first 
blockade in November, the last 
thing I wanted to do was drive 
200 miles and stand in front of 
those drilling workers again. Bob 
and I admitted to each other later 
on, that the morning we left we 
both sat in bed thinking of 
excuses for not going to Salt 
Creek. Why was I leaving my 
comfortable surroundings, the 
security of my nice little Albu- 
querque existence, to go get 
arrested for civil disobedience? 
What could two people prove any- 
way? Well, we were showing that 
two people really gave a damn 
and it was time to put my job and 
comfortable existence on the line 
for wilderness. If I didn’t stand 
up and protect what I loved, the 
rest wasn’t worth keeping. I was 
tired of sitting back and 
watching one more wilderness go 
down the drain. I was going to 
block those goddam trucks. 

With those thoughts in mind 
and the warm moral support 
from the people who had to stay 
behind, we sped off for Salt 
Creek. We wasted little time in 
setting up the blockade. String- 
ing our American flag and a 
banner that read “Love It or 
Leave It” across the access road 
we promptly stopped the drilling 
operations. Within an hour we 
were cited by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service for violating two 
federal statutes and arrested by 
the Chaves r County Sheriff’s 
Department for criminal tres- 
pass. The following 24 hours of 
our Salt Creek encounter were 
filled with mishaps and inter- 
esting experiences that make for 
good stories around the camp- 
fire. We face court battles, fines 
and possibly jail sentences, but 
even so we do not regret our 
course of action that we felt was 
necessary. 
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EARTH FIRST! LOCAL GROUPS AND CONTACTS 

EARTH FIRST! LOCAL GROUPS AND CONTACTS 
If you want to become involved with other EARTH FIRSTIERS in 
your area, contact one of the folks listed below. If you’d like to start a 
local group of EF! or be a local contact, contact EF! in Ely, PO Box 


235, Ely NV 89301. 

AUSTRALIA 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
22 Terania St Lismore 2480 
New South Wales, Australia 

ALASKA 
Tom Pogson 
SR 20056 

Fairbanks, AK 99701 

ARIZONA 
Paul Hirt 

Box 40154 
Tucson, AZ 85717 
(602) 882-0830 

ARKANSAS 

Little Rock-T.E. Anderson 

1827 N. Jackson 
Little Rock, AR 72203 

CALIFORNIA 
Areata — Bill Devall 
POB 21 

Areata, CA 95521 
(707) 822-8136 

Berkeley — Ed Heske 
1800 San Ramon 
Berkeley, CA 94707 
(415) 527-5493 

Chico— Mitch Wyss 
POB 1373 
Chico, GA 95927 
(916) 342-3078 

Davis — Greg Marskell 

POB 853 
Davis, CA 95616 
(916) 756-6481 

Fresno — Michael Bordenave 
Sierra Assoc, for the Environ- 
ment (SAFE) 

3771 Circle Dr 
W. Fresno, CA 93 7 04 
(209) 229-0272 

Marin County— Tim Jeffries 

22 Claus Circle 
Fairfax, CA 94930 
(415) 456-7433 

Santa Barbara— Matt Buck- 
master 

7394 Davenport B 
Goleta, CA 93117 
(805) 685-1289 

Santa Barbara— Lawrence 
Worchester 

935 Camino del Sur 
Isla Vista, CA 93117 
' (805) 968-4478 

Santa Cruz — Jean 
Brochlebank C. 

425 Washington #6 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
(408) 426-9266 

San Diego — Linda Svendsen 

PO Box 2236, Leucadia, CA 92034 
(619) 436-3927 

San Franscisco — Phillip 
Friedman 

2300 Ortega St. 

San Francisco CA 94122 
(415) 665-0794 

San Luis Obispo — Jean C. 

Gordon 
1214 B Mill St 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

COLORADO 
Boulder — Richard Ling 
1020 13th #K 
Boulder, CO 80302 

Durango — Steve Rauworth 

8593 Hwy 172 
Ignacio, CO 81137 
(303) 884-9864 

Glenwood Springs— John 
Flippone 
POB 1091 

Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 
(303) 945-2075 
Steamboat— Scotty Sidner 
Bear Pole Ranch 
Steamboat Springs. CO 80477 

Telluride — Art Goodtimes 
POB 1Q08 

Telluride, CO 81435 
(303) 728-9938 


CONNECTICUT 
Willimantic — R. Neil Harvey 
235 S. Park St. 

Willimantic, CT 06226 
(203) 423-2926 

New Haven — Louisa Willcox 

240 Cosy Beach Ave. 

East Haven, CT 06512 
(203) 468-2146 

GEORGIA 
Julia Heinz 

378 Oakland Ave SE 
Atlanta. GA 30312 
(404) 525-2271 

ILLINOIS 

Prairie Grove Group EF! 

Don Johnson 

Woodside Farm 
1841 S River Rd 
Des Plaines, IL 60018 
(312)296-7960 or 
Tim Byers 
(312) 463-8045 
KANSAS 

Manhatten — Neil Schanker 
1221 Thurston, 

Manhatten, KS 66502 
(913) 532-5866 
Oskaloosa— Daniel Dancer 
Sleeping Beauty Ranch 
Oskaloosa, KS 66066 

MAINE 

Brunswick— Gary Lawless 
POB 186 

Brunswick, ME 04011 
(207) 729-5083 

Harrington — Charles Ewing 
RD 1 

Harrington, ME 04643 
MARYLAND 
Leonard J. Kerpelman 
2403 W Rogers 
Baltimore, MD 21209 
(301) 367-8855 
MICHIGAN 
Ann Arbor — Joe Onion 
1201 White St. 

Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

MONTANA 

Billings — Randall Gloege 

343 North Rimroad 
Billings, MT 59102 
(406) 256-0965 

Missoula — Tony Moore 
316 E Spruce #2 
Missoula, MT 59801 
(406) 728-5493 

NEVADA 

Jomayne R. Stevens 
65 Vine St 
Reno, NV 89503 

NEW JERSEY 
Bob Ludd 

246 Fawn Ridge 
Mountainside, NJ 07092 
(201) 233-7656(N) 624-7446 (D) 

NEW MEXICO 

Albuquerque — Neil Cobb 

3205 Campus NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
(505) 268-6352 (H) 

(505) 277-6437 (W) 

Santa Fe— Rue Christie 
PO Box 5910 
Santa Fe. NM 87501 
(505) 988 4284 

NEW YORK 
Troy — Ralph Meima 

251 Liberty St 
Troy, NY i2180 
(518) 272-2496 

Tully — Milton Bieber 

Stevens Rd RD #1 
Tully, NY 13129 
(315) 696-8072 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Andrews — Hank & Mary 
Fonda 

Rt. 1 Box 640B 
Andrews, NC 28901 
(704) 321-4086 


Star — Ron & Sue Correll 
Star Farm Rt. 1 Box 78 A-l 
JBtar. NC 27356 


OHIO 

Columbus — Reed Noss 
140 N. West St. 

Westerville, OH 43081 

Yellow Springs— Rik Thuesen 

Antioch College, Yellow Springs, 
OH 45387 
(513) 767-7331 

OREGON 

Corvallis— Lynn Cochrane 
744 NW 27th 
Corvallis, OR 97330 
(503) 753-6486 
Eugene— Greg Morris 
2570 Jackson St 
Eugene OR 97405 
(503) 687-0085 

Portland— Melinda Lee 

PO Box 594 Sherwood, OR 97140 
(503) 628-2814 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Philadelphia — Lisa Jo Freeh 

233 Plymouth Rd 
Gwynedd Valley, PA 19437 

TEXAS 

Rio Grande Guides’ Assoc. 

Box 57 

Terlingua, TX 70852 

UTAH 

Escalante — Robert Week 
Calf Creek, Box 60 
Escalante, UT 84726 

Logan— George Nickas 
422 N 400 E 
Logan, UT 84321 
Moab — Bob Phillips 
POB 381 
Moab, UT 84532 
(801) 259-8353 

jerovo— Ken Wintch 
1101 Elm Ave 
Provo, UT 84601 
(801) 377-2367 

Salt Lake City— Spurs Jackson 
POB 26221 

Salt Lake City, UT 84126 

(801) 355-2154 

VERMONT 

Springfield— Linda Hay 
POB 781 

Springfield, VT 05156 

(802) 263-5427/885-9459 

VIRGINIA 
Alan Kinchloe 

Rt. 1 Box 54A 
Millboro, VA 24460 

WASHINGTON 
Olympia— Randy Weeks 

1221 Bing St 
Olympia, WA 98502 

WASHINGTON, DC 
Terry J. Harris 
14116 Castle Blvd. # 104 
Silver Springs. MD 20904 

WEST VIRGINIA 
J.R. Spruce 

Box 222-A 
RR 1 

Ridgeley, WV 26753 
(304) 738-2212 

WISCONSIN 
Meri Kuehn 

703 Union St #2, Hartford, WI 
53027 (414) 673-6372 

WYOMING 
Nagasaki Johnson 

Box 2617 

Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-8054 

(NOTE TO CONTACTS: Please 
check to make sure your address is 
correct. Sold Its your phone 
number if ire don't hare it.) 

Note to Local EF! Contacts j 

Send us reports of your activ-H 
ities, issues, updates, and] 
announcements of EF!] 
meetings in your area. This isj 
your space in EF! Use it! j 


EF! State Wilderness 
Coordinators 

The following people are coor- 
dinating EF! wilderness studies 
and comments to agencies in 
their respective states. As was 
mentioned in the last issue of EF! 
it was decided at the RRR that 
Earth First! should become more 
involved in the BLM wilderness 
review and RARE II wilderness 
bills. The EF! paper will main- 
tain a file of all EF! comments so 
please send copies of your com- 
ments to us. If you’d like to coor- 
dinate BLM or Forest Service 
wilderness in your state for EF!, 
please let us know so we can list 
you. EFlers who would like to 
help on this project should 
contact their state coordinator. 
ARIZONA 
Paul Hirt 
Box 40154 
Tucson, AZ 85717 
(602) 882-0830 

MONTANA 
Howie Wolke 

Box 2348 

Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-5343 
NEVADA 
Dave Foreman 
POB 235. 

Ely, NV 89301 
(702) 289-8636 

NEW MEXICO 
Neil Cobb 

(505) 268-6352 (H) 

OREGON 
Gregg Morris 
2570 Jackson St. 

Eugene, OR 97405 
(503) 687-0085 

WYOMING 
Howie Wolke 

UTAH 
Bart Kohler 

POB 235 
Ely, NV 89301 
(702) 289-8636 

IDAHO 

Dave Foreman/Bart Koehler 

VERMONT 
Linda Hay 
POB 781 

Springfield, VT 05156 
(802) 263-5427/885-9459 



Round River Rendezvous 1983 

The 1983 Earth First! Round 
River Rendezvous is being planned 
for the July 2-4 weekend in the 
Siskiyou/Kalmiopsis area of Cal- 
ifornia/Oregon. Suggestions for 
possible location sites would be 
appreciated. 

Southeast Earth First! 
Rendezvous 

Earth Firstlers in Dixie are 
planning an Earth First! gathering 
during the full moon weekend of 
August 20-23 near the Shining 
Rock Wilderness in North 
Carolina. Contact Hank & Mary 
Fonda (704) 321-4086, Rt. 1 Box 
640B, Andrews, NC 28901 to help 
organize the gathering. 


Alaskan Slope Under 
Continuing Attack 

The North Slope of Alaska is a 
roadless area roughly the size of 
the state of California. Yet, we 
in the “lower 48” know little 
about its demise. We’ve just re- 
ceived the following information 
from Earth Firstlers in Barrow. 

The North Slope Borough of 
Barrow, Alaska, has seriously 
questioned the proposed offshore 
development of the Sag River 
Delta near Prudhoe Bay. The Sag 
River Delta is the home of the 
largest known breeding colony of 
Lesser Snow Geese in Alaska. 
Development would have a ser- 
iously adverse effect on Snow 
Geese nesting. 

Disturbance of prey species of 
waterfowl and shorebirds may 
eventually disrupt existing Pere- 
grine Falcon populations in the 
area. 

The Sag is considered the most 
important spawning river for 
Arctic Char on the Arctic coast. 
The Sag Delta has traditionally 
been used by caribou both for 
calving and insect relief. 
Cumulative impacts of develop- 
ment on the Central Arctic 
Caribou herd have become 
serious. The animals are being 
pushed into more marginal calv- 
ing, feeding and insect relief 
areas. Though caribou popula- 
tions are increasing, biologists 
agree that such areas must be 
deleted from production and 
development or disastrous effects 
on caribou populations may 
occur. (To date the factors which 
cause caribou herd fluctuations 
are not understood.) 

In short, the proposed develop- 
ments could be devastating to the 
geese, falcons, char, caribou and 
native people of the Sag River 
country. Please contact for more 
information: 

John C. George 

Box F14 

Barrow, AK 99723 


Foreman Nominated for 
National Sierra Club Board 

Thanks to all you true-blue 
Sierra Club members who are 
also Earth Firstlers. Dave Fore- 
man has been successfully nom- 
inated for the Sierra Club Na- 
tional Board of Directors. 
(Foreman received twice as 
many petition signatures as 
necessary). The election will be 
held this spring and ballots 
should have been mailed out by 
the time you read this. 

Foreman is running on a no- 
apology, no-compromise plat- 
form to get the Sierra Club back 
to the deep ecology vision of John 
Muir. He said, “The Sierra Club 
is the most influential environ- 
mental group in the world but it 
has become too cozy a member of 
the industrial establishment. It’s 
time the Club quit pussy-footing” 

His primary specific goal for 
the Sierra Club is to complete the 
Regional Representative pro- 
gram and to base a full-time Asst. 
Regional Rep. in each of the 
public land states. 

Secret reports reaching Earth 
First! indicate that the Club staff 
and volunteer leadership are 
split between those who think 
that “Foreman is the most naive, 
simplistic, emotional @*&%$#! 
jackass in the environmental 
movement! He’ll destroy the 
Sierra Club!” to “Sure, he’s a 
jackass, but at least he’ll make 
those godawful Board meetings a 
little more exciting,” to “He’s a 
saint. He’ll save the Club from 
entropy, moderation, bureau- 
cratization. and sobriety." 

Remember. A vote for Dave 
Foreman is a vote for extremism. 
Tell your friends. 
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EARTH FIRST! PROPOSES 675,000 
ACRE WHITE CLOUD WILDERNESS 


DINKEY 

CREEK 

ALIVE 

(Din ke y Creek, someti m es 
known an the Went Fork of the 
Kings Hirer, in located between 
Yvsemite and Kings Canyon 
National Parks in the Sierra 
National Forest.) 

After last summer’s rally, all 
was quiet on the Dinkey Creek 
front. Those dedicated to stop- 
ping the planned damning and 
tunneling waited through the 
autumn for the outcome of four 
years of administrative appeals, 
formal hearings, and endless 
legal filings. By early December, 
all the results were in. We hadn’t 
won; but, more importantly, we 
hadn’t lost. 

The Army Corps of Engineers 
gave the ok to dump tunnel muck 
in several streams associated 
with the planned project. The 
California State Walter Re- 
sources Control Board granted 
KRCD (Kings River Conserva- 
tion District, the money-and- 
water greedy hucksters that 
want to build the damn) condi- 
tional rights to the water in 
question. Finally, FERC (Feder- 
al Energy Regulatory Commis- 
sion) granted a license to KRCD 
for the project. 

While this seems all very 
gloomy, SAFE (Sierra Associa- 
tion For the Environment) has 
just begun to fight. And more 
importantly, SAFE’S actions 
thus far have set some rather 
significant precedents. 

SAFE’S intervention prevent- 
ed FERC from sliding over 
proper examinations of ethno- 
graphic, archaeological, and 
historic resources. The work for 
the EIS essentially ignored the 
local Indians, the historic merit 
of the area, and did a poor job of 
identifying archaeological re- 
sources. Due to SAFE’S persis- 
tence, the applicant, KRCD was 
forced to fund extensive ethno- 
graphic and historic studies. 
Further archaeological studies 
were conducted. Finally, the 
State Water Board made it a con- 
dition for the water rights, that 
KRCD negotiate with the Indians 
and compensate them for the loss 
of “camps, tradegrounds and cul- 
turally important sites.” 

The State Water Board is also 
requiring KRCD to redo a botan- 
ical survey, compensate groups 
for the loss of recreational facil- 
ities, and do further studies about 
the impact of the project on the 
deer herd and fisheries. A firm 
contract for the sale of the pro- 
ject electricity is being required 
before construction begins. This 
last requirement could be a key 
factor in stopping the project. 
The State Water Board recog- 
nized that the project cost was 
underestimated. This would 
entail the need for the sale of 
more bonds and raise the cost of 
the electricity. 

Meanwhile, SAFE has shifted 
gears and entered a new phase in 
the battle to save Dinkey Creek. 
SAFE has appealed the State 


Water Board decision to grant 
water rights. The State moved 
ahead and filed a Notice of Deter- 
mination without notifying 
SAFE. They denied SAFE'S re- 
quest to withdraw the notice. 
Unless the State withdraws its 
notice, SAFE may be prevented 
from seeking judicial review of 
its appeal. Therefore, SAFE will 
take the state to court over the 
matter. 

Suit was filed in Federal Ap- 
peals Court in San Francisco 
against the FERC decision. 
SAFE is considering filing 
against the Army Corps of En- 
gineers as well. According to JV 
Henry, legal counsel for SAFE, 
there are at least two to four years 
of legal battles ahead. 

SAFE has attracted the atten- 
tion of national environmental 
and Native American groups for 
its work ih saving Dinkey Creek. 
It appears that SAFE’S position 
is legally very strong. 

Of other interest is the fact that 
the dambuilders have fired the 
engineering firm that designed 
the proposed Dinkey Project and 
hired Bechtel to carry on. 
Michael Bordenave, SAFE’s 
coordinator for Dinkey Creek, 
says SAFE is ready to take on the 
“Bohemians.” 

SAFE has noted that the lower 
Dinkey Canyon which could be 
affected by the proposed damn 
project is a roadless area. It was 
thrown out of the roadless area 
review by the Forest Circus 
without consideration of any 
kind. 

It is rumored that individuals 
are contemplating other tactics 
outside of the traditional legal 
paths to save Dinkey Creek. The 
possibility of damage to 
machines of those already work- 
ing in the Dinkey area in antici- 
pation of the project could sub- 
stantially increase the expense of 
the whole damn (thing). SAFE 
does not endorse such activities. 
Rest assured that the Forest 
Circus acts as though the damned 
damn were a sure thing. They 
have already established a rock 
quarry which is to be “mitigated” 
by “spoils” from the proposed 
Dinkey Project. Enough 
engineers and specialists of every 
religion have swarmed over the 
area to build a bridge to the moon 
and back. 

You'll take Dinkey Creek over 
my dead body. . . 

■ . .cause Fee got the Dinkey Creek 
blues. 

Forest Nymph 

Little Guys Win in Supreme 
Court 

SAFE filed a precedent setting 
suit against the California Pub- 
lic Utilities Commission over the 
Balsam Meadow Project. This is 
a hydro project planned by 
Southern California Edison in 
the Sierra National Forest of 
California near Shaver Lake. 

Thanks to SAFE’s Supreme 
Court suit, the PUC backed down 
and withdrew its notice of ter- 
mination. A new EIR is being 
prepared from scratch and the 
PUC is granting a rehearing. 


Earth First! recently an- 
nounced a proposal for a 2.7 mil- 
lion acre Idaho High Count ry Na- 
tional Preserve and Wilderness, 
which would include three large 
wilderness units in the White 
Cloud and Boulder, Sawtooth, 
and Pioneer Mountain ranges. 
The proposed White Cloud/Boul- 
der Wilderness would encom- 
pass approximately 675,000 
acres of spectacular mountains 
and rangelands, and contrasts 
markedly with the small 420,000 
acre White Cloud/Boulder Wil- 
derness proposed by the Idaho 
Conservation League and the 
Sierra Club. Earth First! will be 
putting together specific Wilder- 
ness proposals for the Pioneer 
and Sawtooth ranges in the near 
future. 

One Idaho Earth First!er said, 
“The Idaho Conservation League 
and the Sierra Club have been 
making these ridiculously mod- 
erate proposals for too long. Look 
how they sold us out on the Gospel 
Hump! Look at how much wild 
country they excluded from their 
River of No Return proposal. 
This Earth First! proposal is just 
what is needed to ensure that mis- 
management by the Freddies 
and the B.L.M. is halted in its 
tracks. For the first time, I can 
really support an environmental 
group and feel good about it! 

The EF! proposal would incude 
the existing Sawtooth National 
Recreation Area, and would turn 
management of the entire Pre- 
serve over to the National Park 
Service. Other aspects of the 


Earth First! Ripped Off 

As reported in Nagasaki John- 
son’s Road Show Diary, our VW 
bus was broken into in Sacra- 
mento and Cecelia Ostrow’s 
guitar and dulcimer were 
stolen— along with Nagasaki’s 
dirty laundry. We are trying to 
raise the money to buy Cecelia a 
new guitar and any help would be 
appreciated. Make you check out 
to Earth First! (or send cash) and 
send to Guitar Fund, Earth First! 
POB 235 Ely, NV 89301. Help us 
put Cecelia’s music back on the 
road! 


proposal include: 

—hunting and fishing continue to 
be administered by the state of 
Idaho 

— entire area withdrawn from 
mineral entry. . .existing rights 
to be acquired by the Federal 
Government 

— the U.S. Government to 
acquire development rights 
(scenic easements) on private 
lands within the Preserve 
— obliteration of all existing 
roads and other non-wilderness 
type developments within the 
three wilderness units. Wilder- 
ness recovery areas are to be 
managed so that they will re- 
gain their true wilderness 
character 

—no grazing of domestic live- 
stock within the three wilder- 
ness units 

— removal of “wild horses” from 
the Preserve 

—Wild and Scenic River status 
for the Salmon, East Fork of 
the Salmon, Big Wood, and big 
Lost Rivers 

Idaho conservationists have 
been fighting mining proposals, 
timbering, and poor grazing 


practices in the area for years. 
The region is extremely rich and 
diverse in its wildlife. This land 
of rugged glaciated peaks, rich 
stream valleys, lakes, coniferous 
forests, ecologically critical 
sagebrush-grasslands, and lush 
meadows is the home of mountain 
goats, bighorn sheep, deer, elk, 
antelope, cougar, black bear, 
marten, wolverine, lynx, and a 
wide array of other species. The 
existing Sawtooth National 
Recreation Area, which includes 
only a small part of this area, is an 
important destination for mil- 
lions of outdoor recreationists 
each year. 

Dave Foreman had this to say. 
“This is a national issue. The 
namby-pamby approach of the 
I.C.L. and the Sierra Club will 
only encourage the Forest 
Service and the B.L.M. to allow 
more destruction. We’ve tried to 
be nice for too long.” 

Note; Any person who wishes to 
help develop and advocate Earth 
First! Wilderness proposals for 
the state of Idaho should contact 
Howie Wolke. or Dave Foreman. 


Hike across UTAH 

Or join us for part of the trip! This is no mere pedestrian 
excursion. We’ll backpack over 400 miles across some of 
the most spectacular land in the U.S„ The Pine Valley Moun- 
tains, Zion N.P., Cedar Breaks N.M., The High Plateaus, 
Bryce Canyon N.P., Capitol Reef N.P., The Henry Mountains, 
Glen Canyon N.R.A., Dark Canyon Primitive Area, .The Abajo 
Mountains. 

HikaNation-Utah is not a school, not an outfitter. We’re just 
a loose bunch of backpackers from all over. Write for details; 
Rich Wamick, P.O. Box 374, Monticello UT 84535 
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DEAR NED LUDD 

NED LUDD’S TOOL BOX 



LIBERATION OF A COON 


Part One: The Cutting Torch 

Hank Fonda, in his excellent 
articles on closing roads, has a 
couple of ti mes mentioned the use 
of a cutting torch designed “for 
hobbyists and artists” for cutting 
cable and rebar. While a light- 
duty torch like this would do 
those jobs, one should get (for 
about $60 to $100 more) a medium 
or heavy-duty torch for use on 
structures or heavy equipment. 
The larger set-up can handle 
larger volumes of gasses and 
therefore can cut larger pieces of 
steel faster (like bulldozer blade 
arms and railroad rails in less 
than a minute each). Since the use 
of a torch for monkey-wrenching 
is a team operation anyway (an 
oxy-fuel flame is very bright— if 
you use it alone you’re asking to 
get caught), the additional cost 
might not be so burdensome. 

So how does one get the equip- 
ment and learn how to use it? 
Forget hardware stores— go to a 
welding supply. They can pro- 
vide the right equipment, the 
gasses, and the instruction 
manuals. Use of a cuttingtorch is 
fairly simple but certain safety 
precautions must be adhered to 
or torch use could be very dan- 
gerous. The instruction booklets 
I’ve seen are very thorough on 
both technique and safety. The 
only criticism I have is that they 
assume you are cutting clean 
metal. If you cut metal contam- 
inated with oil or grease, be 
careful. Oil and grease can burn 
explosively in pure oxygen. 

On the subject of oxygen, get 
the largest oxygen bottle you can 
reasonably transport. The whole 
principle of flame cutting is to 
burn the metal in a stream of 
oxygen— the fuel is needed only to 
preheat the metal. Thus the 
amount of metal you can cut is 
directly related to the amount of 
oxygen you can dispense. Charts 
provided with the equipment 
give you the data you need on gas 
requirements. 

On the subject of fuel, consider 
only acetylene or propane. Each 
has advantages and disadvan- 
tages. Both are equally effective 
for cutting. Acetylene looks less 
suspicious in the field because it 
can be used also for welding, but 
it’s more expensive (unless you 
rent the bottle). 

It is also much bulkier to trans- 
port, a bit trickier to handle, and 
can be obtained only at welding 
supplies. Propane is cheaper, is 
easier to handle, can be obtained 
almost anywhere, and can be 
used in your camp stove. But it 
cannot be used for welding. The 
cutting torch attachment, 
handle, hoses, oxygen bottle, and 
oxygen regulator are the same 
regardless of fuel. Only the 
cutting tips and the fuel bottle 
and regulator are different with 
different fuels (though an acet- 
ylene regulator is fine for pro- 
pane, a propane-only regulator is 
cheaper). 

To summarize our discussion of 
equipment, if money is most im- 
portant and you have no propane 
bottle already, go with oxy- 
acetylene and rent the gas 
bottles. If you have propane 
equipment already and no need to 
weld or if weight is most impor- 
tant, go with oxy-propane and 
either rent the oxygen bottle or 
buy an aluminum oxygen bottle. 
Don’t buy a steel oxygen bottle — 
aluminum ones are available and 
are about only two-thirds •; as 
heavy. A supplier of medical 
gasses would be the best place to 


Dear Mates, 

I’ve finally convinced me 
bloody editors to give me a ‘ole 
bloomin’ section of this rag. 
‘Enceforth, you will see a variety 
of articles, true life stories, fan- 
tasies, letters and the like ‘ere in 
Dear Ned Ludd. I’d appreciate 
your submissions! Of course, none 
of us ‘ere at Earth First! advo- 
cate any of the blither contained 
‘erein since we don’t care to run 
afoul of King George and ’is 
lobsterbacks. Read it for enjoy- 
ment only. 

Down with machines! 

Ned Ludd 


start looking for one. You don’t 
need to be a gorilla to backpack a 
heavy-duty oxy-propane set-up 
with an aluminum oxygen bottle 
of sufficient capacity to cut up a 
bulldozer. 

Almost all the above can be dis- 
cussed with your local welding 
supply salesperson, but the fol- 
lowing ought not be: 

What can you do with a cutting 
torch? If you are to be neat or 
must conserve gasses, use the 
right tip size for the thickness of 
metal you are cutting. If you want 
to destroy something as quickly 
as possible, use the largest tip 
appropriate for the amount of gas 
you have. Besides using it for 
cutting, you can use your torch to 
melt bearings, destroy hydraulic 
pistons, fuse joints, wreck gear 
teeth, etc. (watch out for grease 
and oil). In short, a torch may be 
the optimum tool for converting 
an expensive machine into a pile 
of scrap safely, quickly, and 
quietly. Also, you are not limited 
to iron and steel. Any metal that 
readily oxidizes can be cut with 
an oxygen torch. Aluminum 
burns very fast, copper burns 
slowly, and stainless can’t be 
burned at all. Since you need to 
practice anyway, use scraps of 
the same material you’d be up 
against and experiment. Beware 
of volatile metals like zinc and 
cadmium (common plating 
materials) because they can pro- 
duce dangerous fumes (cadmium 
is as poisonous as mercury and is 
retained by the body longer). 

' While very seldom useful to the 
solo saboteur, a cutting torch can 
be a very important tool for a 
monkey wrench gang. It is much 
more hazardous than other hand 
tools, but it can, in combination 
with other tools, virtually elim- 
inate any need for explosives. 
Appropriate technology and 
pafety are always important con- 
siderations when defending 
Mother Earth. 

—Robin Hood 


It is 2:00 a.m. midway into 
February and the sliver of a cres- 
cent moon shines in the western 
sky. Each breath is a vaporous 
puff of moisture that dissipates in 
the cold still air. 

Raccoon season is over in this 
area of Virginia and it’s time to 
make a move. The target. . .a con- 
crete and steel cage near the 
eastern end of a local city park. 
Originally built to house a black 
bear, it is covered with chicken 
wire so that no one can stick in 
their hands and have them bitten 
off by the latest subjugated resi- 
dent of the bastille. . .a raccoon. 

Strapping a wooden crate with 
a sliding door to a nephew’s 
wagon, I begin my stealthy move 
through the park and to the cage. 
Entering from the western end, I 
leave a trail of footprints and 
wagon tracks over the frosty 
grass, making my way from 
shadow to shadow. Arriving at 
the cage, I take a quick look 
around to be sure no one is watch- 
ing me. Fortunately, there are no 
guards at the brig. Now, out with 
the raw fish to arouse the capti ve. 
He seems to like me. Moving with 
ease, I gently slide out the 
“Fuller” bolt cutters and with one 
snip the first lock is wrecked. I 
see the second door with a heavy 
duty “Master” lock. It looks very 
expensive but with these extra 
large bolt cutters, the lock is 
severed with a very rich and 
satisfying metallic clunk. I 
position the open crate in front of 
the cage and place the other sec- 
tion of fish well to the rear end. 
The cell door is pushed open and 
the amiable fellow waddles 
right in. . .down slides the crate 
door. Right away the raccoon 
screeches and hisses, obviously 
pissed that he has allowed his 
stomach to trap him into a 
smaller cell than he previously 
inhabited. I lift the crate onto the 
“Red Flyer,” strap it down and 
slide the bolt cutters under- 
neath. Off we go, at a much faster 
pace than before. It’s a quarter 
mile back to the safety of my 
Nova. . .ten minutes and we’re 
there! Placing my guest onto the 
back seat and excitedly 


laughing aloud, I start the car 
and head west, out of town. My 
passenger, still hissing, begins 
throwing the fish through the 
openings in the crate. He isn’t 
showing much gratitude. 

One hour later.. . we reach our 
final destination. I pull off the 
road, talk to my friend for a few 
minutes and then place the crate 
back onto the wagon for a ride to 
the creek’s edge. There is a nice 
sandy shore where I set the crate. 
I slide up the door, back off, and 
from 10 feet away I watch this 
wonderful creature realize free- 
dom. He slowly moves out of the 
crate, sniffing the cold moist air. 
On all fours he digs his dexterous 
little hands deep into the sand. . . 
definitely an agreeable change 
from the concrete pad. After ex- 
hausting this activity he stands 
on his hind legs allowing his 
hands and arms to dangle, then 
raises his nose and stretches. 
Suddenly he moves to the creek’s 
edge and wades in to belly depth, 
curiously feeling the stoney creek 
bottom. Now becoming more cer- 
tain of his liberation, he discovers 
a beech tree nearby and slowly 
climbs. 



Before my eyes this animal is 
experiencing and enjoying some 
natural instinctive activities. 
Who knows how long this 
particular animal might live in 
the wild? He will though, live and 
die the life of a raccoon. . . na- 
turally. 

— Aaron Wolfe 


Letters, continued 

Dear Howie: 

I was very pleased with your 
first installment in The Grizzly 
Den column, “A Philosophical 
Basis for the Preservation of Real 
Wilderness.” I too am a wilder- 
ness fanatic (What true EF!er 
isn’t?) and your development of a 
personal love, respect and ethic of 
wilderness was closely reminis- 
cent of my own, and of many of us, 
I’m sure. What puzzles me is how 
in hell the mass of humanity 
manages to escape or deny this 
love and respect for Mother 
Earth. Can you imagine not 
loving Nature? That is virtual 
psychopathy! 

Particularly important in your 
essay is the distinction between 
“Ecological Wilderness”— real 
wilderness— and the quasi- 
wilderness of bureaucratic desig- 
nation. Although there is occa- 
sional overlap between designat- 
ed wilderness and real 
wilderness, the two categories 
are unfortunately disjunct much 
of the time. We of EF! are 
striving to make them less 
disjunct of course. 

There are just a few comments 
I wish to make concerning Eco- 
logical Wilderness: 

However dismal, we must face 
the fact that no area on earth is 
free from human influence. This 
is contrary to your characteriza- 
tion of Ecological Wilderness as 
“essentially as it was prior to 
man’s arrival, and everything is 
subordinate to natural, non- 
human forces. Pervasive global 
deterioration steadily intensifies 
in the forms of atmospheric CO 2 
accumulation, acid precipitation 
and the widespread dissemination 
of agricultural/industrieal chem- 
icals. The shit is everywhere. We 
can’t escape it until after the col- 
lapse of industrial civilization 
(which isn’t such a bad idea). Even 
then, it would take many decades 
or centuries for the earth to cleanse 
itself, but I trust it will do so 
before our sun becomes a Red 
Giant. I’m sure you are well 
aware of this global deterior- 
ation, Howie, and your “essen- 
tially as it was” is precisely what 
I look for in wilderness. I just 
think it’s proper to reiterate that 
the whole good earth is suffering 
our abuses. 

Continuing along this line, the 
Earth First! platform for a 
system of Ecological Preserves is 
the most noble of causes. I pledge 
my career and life to such a goal. 
But let’s not exaggerate the po- 
tential benefits of the proposed 
system on a sick earth. Again, 
industrial society will surround 
these areas, however vast, and 
the air and waters will remain 
tainted. The teeming masses will 
intrude. Each preserve will be 
clean and unaltered only in a 
relative sense, for no ecosystem is 
totally closed— all exchange 
energy, materials and species 
with surrounding systems. Even 
the biosphere (Gaia) has some 
exchange, natural and technolo- 
gical, with outer space. Because 
of systems-level exchanges, no 
area will be pristine on a man- 
Continued on page 11 
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Dismantle the Wilderness 
Act! 

Public Law 88-577, the Wilder- 
ness Act, was signed into law by 
President Lyndon B. Johnson on 
Septembr, 3, 1964. The result of 
decades of relentless efforts by 
conservationists, the Wilderness 
Act was widely hailed as one 
of the great achievements in the 
history of conservation: for the 
first time. Congress would be 
able to legally protect the real 
America from roads and associ- 
ated developments. No longer 
would the fate of our wilderness 
be subject to the whims and pre- 
judices of individual bureau- 
crats. And within a couple of 
decades we would have an exten- 
sive and well-rounded National 
Wilderness System. So we 
thought. 

In the ensuing two decades it 
has become vividly clear that the 
Wilderness Act not only is 
seriously and basically flawed, 
but that its implementation has 
remained dependent upon the 
whims and prejudices of indivi- 
dual companies, ORV organiza- 
tions, cattlemen, and virtually 
anyone with a vested interest in 
exploiting the public’s lands. 

In 1983 our “National Wilder- 
ness System” is a pitiful skelton of 
what conservationists had hoped 
for 20 years earlier. And it cer- 
tainly is a miserable fragment of 
the system for which early vision- 
aries such as Muir, Marshall, and 
Leopold had hoped. Further- 
more. each tiny and ecologically 
'ncomplete area that Congress 
has designed as wilderness has 
been more than offset by the per- 
sistent and planned destruction 
of non-designated wildlands. The 
’“progress” about which many of 
our politicians and even some of 
our alleged colleagues (take note. 
Bill Turnage) like to brag is 
illusory. The American Wilder- 
ness dwindles each day. 

Furthermore, even designated 
wilderness areas ( a whopping 
1.2% of the land area of the lower 
48 states) are under siege. But the 


THE 

GRIZZLY 

DEN 

by Howie Wolke 

Ray-Gun Administration’s 
efforts to turn our National Wil- 
derness System over to Big Oil 
should have come as a surprise to 
no one. It was inevitable. 

Clearly, a broad and objective 
look at wilderness preservation 
in the United States indicates 
that something is very, very 
wrong. Take the Wilderness Act. 
By the time it received Congres- 
sional approval it was so com- 
promised, so full of loopholes, so 
much weaker than the first 
version introduced in the 
hallowed halls of Congress back 
in 1956, that its usefulness in 
wildland preservation was 
extremely limited. The Wilder- 
ness Act is a piece of garbage. It is 
time for Earth Defenders to stop 
defending the damn thing. Start 
attacking it! We must demand a 
new, tougher wilderness law. 
Take the offensive. BE offensive! 
If the Wilderness Act is, indeed, 
the best way we currently have to 
protect wild country, then let that 
speak for itself as testi mony to the 
sad state of affairs into which 
we’ve allowed the Industrial 
Monster to drag us. Here are a 
few ways in which a new wilder- 
ness law should correct the in- 
adequacies of the Wilderness 
Act* 

MINING: The Wilderness Act 
allows mining and energy devel- 
opment in Wilderness Areas so 
long as valid mineral rights are 
'established prior to midnight, 
December 31, 1983 (section 4,d- 
3). Our Wilderness System is 
infested with mining claims that 
may be legally developed at any 
future date. So it’s no wonder that 
Jim Watt, Ronnie Ray-Gun, 
Yates, Exxon, Shell, Texaco, 
Arco, and the whole bunch of pil- 
fering leeches are anxious to 
establish leases in Wilderness 
Areas. The 1984 deadline (unless 
it is extended) is less than a year 
away. Our new wilderness law 
should immediately withdraw all 
wilderness and potential wilder- 
ness from mineral exploration 
and development. Period. 

GRAZING: Most public lands 


in America are overgrazed, to 
one degree or another. The 
Wilderness Act simply grand- 
fathers in grazing as a use of 
Wilderness Areas “where estab- 
lished prior to the effective date 
,of this act.” Our new wilderness 
law should somehow insure that 
overgrazing in Wilderness Areas 
is halted. Or, perhaps it should 
pimply ban grazing in wilderness 
(our proposed Ecological Pre- 
serves would ban grazing of 
domestic livestock). Something to 
’wrestle with. 

OTHER LOOPHOLES: Sec- 
tion 4(d)(4) of the Wilderness Act 
allows the President to authorize 
“prospecting for water resources, 
.the establishment and mainten- 
ance of reservoirs, water con- 
servation works, power projects 
(will Ronnie-boy propose a Nuke 
plant in the Bob Marshall?), 
transmission lines, and other 
facilities needed in the public 
interest, including road con- 
struction. . . .” Need I say more? 

CONGRESSIONAL AP- 
PROVAL: The passage of the 
Wilderness Act provided immed- 
iate protection only to those 
National Forestlands already 
administratively classified as 
“wilderness,” “wild,” or “canoe.” 
This totalled a mere 9.1 million 
acres out of a National Forest 
System of about 187 million 
acres. It didn’t even protect 
existing primitive areas. Thus, 
conservationists have spent the 
last two decades frantically 
trying to add a few meager 
scraps of roadless country to this 
skeletal Wilderness System. The 
time and energy we’ve spent 
playing this game is mind- 
boggling. A new wilderness law 
should immediately designate all 
primitive areas, all agency 
recommended areas, and all 
agency study areas as Wilder- 
ness. The law should direct all 
agencies to carefully map the 
boundaries of all roadless areas 
within their jurisdiction. After a 
one year period, all remaining 
public land roadless areas would 
automatically become desig- 
nated Wilderness Areas unless 
Congress specifically designates 
an area as Non-Wilderness. 

DEFINITION OF WIL- 
DERNESS: Section 2(c) of the 
Wilderness Act defines wilder- 
ness in a number of ways: “an 
area where the earth and its com- 
munity of life are untrammeled 
by man. . .an area of undeveloped 
Federal land retaining its pri- 
meval character and influence... 
which generally appears to have 
been affected primarily by the 
forces of nature, with the imprint 
of man’s work substantially 


unnoticeable. . ..” This definition 
is one of the better aspects of a 
terrible law. It allows areas that 
have been abused to be incorpor- 
ated into the Wilderness System 
as long as they have recovered 
most of their wilderness char- 
acteristics. It is a good, flexible 
definition (note the words “gen- 
erally,” “primarily,” and “sub- 
stantially”), but one that does not 
go far enough. Many areas have 
been clearcut, roaded, and mined 
beyond recognition. It will be 
many years before these areas 
begin, if allowed, to recover from 
this recent abuse. Yet, in many 
cases, these areas are important 
ecological complements to 
nearby or adjacent wilderness or 
roadless areas that remain unde- 
veloped. The Freddies and the 
BLM (Bureau of Large Mistakes) 
have allowed the destruction of 
millions of acres of Federal lands 
that should have remained wild. 
Dur new wilderness law should 
embrace the “Wilderness Re- 
covery Area” concept and allow 
the inclusion of these lands in the 
National Wilderness System as 
fully protected Wilderness 
Areas, with a directive that these 
wilderness recovery areas be 
managed so as to assure the re- 
creation of their true wilderness 
character. 

GOALS: A good wilderness 
law should set some lofty goals. 
Ours doesn’t. The new law should 
lay a sound philosophical founda- 
tion for the preservation of wil- 
derness. A primary stated goal 
should be to protect functioning 
and diverse ecosystems in the 
most complete manner possible. 

A good wilderness law should 
set an ultimate goal of maintain- 
; ng about 25% of this great land as 
wilderness! Like most of our 
politicians, I too, would like to see 
“balance” achieved between wil- 
derness and non-wilderness uses. 
A quarter of this magnificent 
landscape is, I believe, an 
eminently reasonable goal. A 
balance, if you will (some “Third 
World” nations such as Kenya 
and Botswana have already des- 
ignated upward of 20-30% of their 
land area as National Parks and 
Preserves). 

Finally, a good wilderness law 
should set as a national goal, the 
creation of an Ecological Wilder- 
ness (as stated in the EF! Plat- 
form and as described in my last 
column) in every major native 
ecosystem in the United States. 
While this may seem a bit un- 
realistic for the near future, it 
may well become an attainable 
goal after a few decades of social, 
cultural, and economic castas- 
trophe. One can always hope. 


Yes, the Wilderness Act is 
trash. It is time to recognize that 
Public Law 88-577 is nothing 
more than an interim tool, a 
means to an end. All Earth 
Defenders, from the Audubon 
Society to Earth First! must 
begin to take a broader, less 
dogmatic view of the wilderness 
issue. We must begin to demand a 
new wilderness law. While the 
Sierrans might have difficulty 
swallowing some of the provi- 
sions I’ve outlined above, they 
should still advocate a stronger 
wilderness law than the one we’ve 
got. 

In the interim, the environ- 
mental movement needs to use 
; every available tool to protect our 
wildlands from destruction. If we 
can utilize Wilderness Act Wil- 
derness, fine. If Congressional ly 
designated “backeountry” or a 
"roadless resource area” is the 
only alternative to destruction, 
that’s okay, too. We might even be 
able to get provisions in these 
alternative designations that 
would actually provide stronger 
protection than the Wilderness 
Act allows. Let’s go for acreage; 
get lines drawn around areas and 
lock them up (at least we can bar 
the door) any way we can! The 
name matters not. 

Time is running out for much 
of the American Wilderness. 
Remember, we’re trying to 
preserve diversity; to preserve 
some building blocks for a real 
wilderness system: to preserve all 
kinds of wild country, and some 
not so wild country. Our current 
National Wilderness System is 
only a means to this end. 

Earth First! has already pro- 
posed National Preserves which 
would include Wilderness and 
wilderness recovery areas in 
Montana and Idaho. Some 
moderate groups have already 
begun to accept the idea of Con- 
gressionally Designated “back- 
country,” “Special Wildlife 
Management Areas,” and other 
alternative designations. As long 
as these alternatives do not allow 
roading, logging, and other 
activities destructive to the wild 
character of the land, then why 
not use them? We need to fight for 
the protection of all our remain- 
ing wildlands, and we’ll need to 
use all available political tools. 
Let’s begin to use our ingenuity to 
devise the most effective method 
for protecting each individual 
area, while at the same time 
espousing the enactment of a 
good wilderness law. That is how 
we can begin to maintain and 
build real diversity, real wil- 
derness. 


Letters, continued 

dominated earth. 

Finally, extinctions of species 
could not “virtually screech to a 
halt,” no matter how much land 
we preserve. Extinction is funda- 
mentally a natural proces, repre- 
senting the failure of gene pools 
to adapt to changes in their en- 
vironment. Many of these 
changes are brought on by evo- 
lutionary “advances” in other 
interacting gene pools. Inciden- 
tally, evolutionary advances in 
our own species may prove our 
undoing, along with other species 
(although the cultural-evolution- 
ary advance of capacity for eco- 
logical ethics provides some 
hope). Only now, because of wide- 
spread anthrogenie devasta- 
tion. does extinction far out- 
pace speciation. Episodes of 
mass extinction have occured 
before man arrived on the scene, 
of course, but never at the whim 
of an agent capable of foresight 
and compassion. Somehow, that 
makes it different (although this 
is admittedly fuzzy for me intel- 
lectually). 


Because many species are 
endemic — extremely limited in 
geographical distribution- 
anthropogenic extinction will 
continue unless every square 
meter of land is preserved, of 
perhaps until man himself goes 
extinct. Saving even very large 
examples of “every major native 
ecosystem” will not save every 
native species, because species 
distribution is patchy and species 
composition shifts continuously 
over space and time. Ecosystems 
can be whole, but not static. 

But we should sure as hell try to 
save every major ecosystem! And 
not just one example of each, but 
many, to catch all the subleties of 
biogeographic variation among 
and within species. So essentially 
I’m agreeing with you, Howie, 
but I believe the limitations of 
even our most idealist schemes 
must be recognized — recognized 
so that we ask for even more in 
the protection and restoration of 
this globe. 

In wildness, 

Reed Noss 


Good People: 

I enjoy very much reading Earth 
First!, however, the nonsense of 
Chim Blea’s “Cat Tracks” piece 
on nuclear war deserves an 
answer. It’s so full of pat 
statements on subjects on which 
the author is clearly ignorant. 
Although the ^uthor doesn’t 
“think” that nuclear war is the 
worst ecological disaster 
imaginable, he/she really doesn’t 
have a prayer of knowing. The 
same goes for the author’s view on 
the ecological effects of indus- 
trial development. While it 
is bad enough to wipe out 
countless species and destroy 
land on a grand scale, it is at least 
doubtful that it is capable of 
devastating the entire biosphere 
as a major nuclear exchange 
might well do given the 
possibility of ozone layer 
destruction and other unknown 
effects. It’s good to let many 
flowers bloom, but why go off the 
deep end? 

Sincerely Yours 
Robert F. Mueller 


Chim Blea replies: I've very sorry 
that anyone took my column to 
mean that I favored nuclear war 
or that l didn’t think its impact 
would be devastating. The point 
simply was that, bad as it may be, 
unclear war may be survirable 
and that if it is, there will be work 
for us to do afterward. 

Dear People 

I always get a kick out of the 
"Boycott Coors” statements in 
Earth First! The reasons are 
usually that Joe Coors is anti- 
Earth, anti-labor, anti-women. 
These are all good reasons to 
avoid Coors Beer. However, the 
strongest reason to avoid Coors 
and all beer is that it(booze in all 
forms) is a corporate plot to 
weaken us wilderness people. 
Alcohol weakens and eventually 
destroys our brains, muscles, 
various organs and nerves, 
making it impossible to hike. 
Alcohol is a slow and progressive 
way to self-malnutrition, 
brain/liver atrophy, and it’s an 
ideal tool for the greedy 
corporate pigs who are experts at 


non-disclosure and corruption. 
We in Earth First! must beat 
them and the best way is to avoid 
all booze from Joe Seagrams’ 
empire of deceit to Coors’ brick 
brewery of hell. I drank for 27 
years and eventually the booze 
almost killed me and I could 
hardly even walk. However, I 
have not touched a drop of the 
corporate slimy poison for over 2 
years now and I’m again looking 
forward to mountain climbing, 
skiing, and backpacking. I was 
lucky. Raul Mocho 

To the Editors 

To your prolific contributors: 
“Talk, talk, talk,, that’s all I ever 
hear is talk, talk, talk.” Bonnie 
Abbzug New Haven. CT 

Dear EF! 

I would like to get in touch with 
other EFers in the Boulder, Coal 
Creek, Golden, Colorado area. 
Give me a call or write: 642-7738, 
33190 Janelle Circle, Golden, CO 
80403. Kathy 

Continued on page Vi 
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Well, the original idea for this 
piece was for me to keep a diary of 
daily doings throughout the Road 
Show to give you readers a gener- 
al idea of what happened. But, 
due to the busy schedule we had 
to keep, and all that driving in 
Digger’s crowded VW bus, it was 
all I could do to maintain my 
sanity. So, the diary documenta- 
tion had to be scrapped, and as a 
result, my best recollections will 
have to do. 

“What is a road show?” you may 
well ask. I asked myself that 
same question when Digger and 
Johnny asked me to accompany 
them and Cecelia on the tour that 
took us from La Grande, Oregon 
to San Diego, Calif. And the 
answer is not a simple one. But 
perhaps I’ll be able to give you a 
better idea by starting at the be- 
ginning and telling everything 
that’s fit to print. 

The first stop was LaGrande, 
where Laurel had arranged for 
us to play in an old wooden 
church in town. It was opening 
night and we were all a little ner- 
vous, especially since Cecelia, 
who was supposed to meet us 
there, was nowhere to be seen, 
and there were 75 people an- 
xiously waiting for the program 
to begin. Ah, but the show must 
go on, so Johnny Sagebrush, the 
famed country-western ballad- 
eer, accompanied by the dashing 
Nagasaki Johnson on harmonica, 
opened the show with Johnny’s 
original tune “Thinking Like a 
Mountain.” The applause was 
deafening. 

After the crowd was warmed 
up, Johnny went on to play more 
of his songs of love, wilderness 
and resistance. 

Cecelia showed up right on cue, 
having driven all the way from 
Eugene in a Chrysler-product of 
the 60s-vintage during a freak 
Ore. rainstorm. She mesmerized 
the audience with her beautiful 
voice, singing her songs about her 
love of all things natural, and of 
special places. During the entire 
road show Cecelia never failed to 
touch people deeply with her 
music, and her warmth. The au- 
dience was at first too spellbound 
for applause, but applaud they 
did. 

Then came the movie. For 
those of you who have yet to see 
the movie “The Cracking of Glen 
Canyon Damn,” a little back- 
ground: When Earth First! de- 
cided to do its first public action, 
we were very fortunate to have 
two talented filmmakers on the 
. scene to capture the event. 

Toby McLeod and Randy 
“Hurricane” Hayse were in the 
neighborhood shooting a docu- 
mentary on energy development 
in the southwest, and were inter- 
ested in an interview with Ed 
Abbey. They were cryptically 
asked to meet him at Glen Can- 
yon Dam, and the rest is history. 


The film is not only a powerful 
statement on Earth First! but on 
the death of the Colorado River as 
well. (For those of you who are 
interested, Toby and Randy’s 
hour-long energy documentary, 
“The Four Corners: A National 
Sacrifice Area?” has been com- 
pleted and for further informa- 
tion you can contact Toby 
McLeod at PO Box C-151, La 
Honda, Calif. 94020). 

After the movie the already en- 
thusiastic crowd was ready to be 
whipped into a frenzy by 
Digger’s fiery oratory. Billed as 
“ranting and raving.” Foreman’s 
style of speech was later to draw 
this reflective remark from 
Chico’s Mitch Wyss. “I’d never 
heard ranting and raving before. 
How can anyone rant and rave? 
I’ve heard people scream and 
yell, but rant and rave.no. Well. . . 
NOW I know what ranting and 
raving is.” 

Digger expounded tirelessly on 
the need to revitalize the environ- 
mental movement, the need for 
new strategy and new tactics. 
And the need to introduce non- 
violent civil disobedience as a 
method to save our public lands 
from destruction. 

The people reacted wholeheart- 
edly, and out of the 2500 folks who 
came to see the Road Show on this 
west coast tour, almost 300 
signed up for the S.W.A.A.T. 
team. As Chico Times' Gary 
Fowles put it, “It would have 
awed Oral Roberts.” 

Digger’s speech ended with 
more applause. Johnny and 
Cecelia came back out to do more 
music. Little Green Songbooks 
were passed out and the crowd 
sang along to favorites such as 
“Monkey Wrenching,” “Stand in 
Front of that ’Dozer,” and 
“Amazing Waste” until late in the 
evening. 

Afterward, as in all of the Road 
Show engagements there were 
meetings with the local people. 
The meetings were held in living- 
rooms, bars and kitchens, any- 
where we could go to relax and 
discuss strategy and politics, or 
just get to know each other. 

These meetings became as im- 
portant a part of the road show as 
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the performances. It was through 
these informal get togethers that 
we exchanged ideas and shared 
things in common. Friendships 
and contacts were made and 
plans were worked out for the 
important work to be done in the 
future. 

It was hard to leave LaGrande 
afterward, but we had 16 shows 
to do in 21 days, and 1,500 miles 
to drive, so we packed up the next 
morning, and the hit the road. 

From LaGrande, we went to 
Portland, and then on to Eu- 
gene. Both engagements went 
well, good turnouts and good 
folks, with nothing unusual hap - 
pening until we were pulled over 
in Eugene for a noisy muffler. 

At first we were a little ornery 
with the cop, but decided to get it 
fixed to avoid further troubles. 
But getting a mechanic in 
Eugene proved to be no small 
task, and we experienced what 
can only be described as the royal 
runaround. 

We were first referred to 
Greg’s Garage by Midas Muffler. 
Greg was much too busy to look at 
it for a week or so, so he sent us to 
Arlo, who already had more work 
than he could handle, so he re- 
commended Jerry who suggested 
Walt just down the street. Walt 
was backed up for a month or 
more and told us to try Ernie and 
Joe’s Garage, and they refused, 
but assured us that George’s 
Texaco was the place to go. Now 
George was very helpful, he sent 
us to Rick. 

Rick was O.K. We noticed right 
off he was wearing a VW belt- 
buckle and that he actually drove 
one of the damned things. He 
immediately started poking 
about the engine and after a brief 
inspection jumped back and said, 
“Holy Shit, I’m surprised you’re 
still alive!” 

As it turns out, not only was the 
muffler broken loose from the 
exhaust manifold, buta ruptured 
fuel line was dripping gasoline 
directly on it. One backfire, he 
said, and the van would have 
taken out half a city block. Beirut 
style. 

Thankful for our good fortune 
'and a little less pissed at the cop 


we piled our gear, merchandise, 
musical instruments and our- 
selves into Cecelia’s Valiant and 
drove to Corvallis in an unsea- 
sonal winter rainstorm. We were 
to play that night at the Old 
World Trade Center. 

The receptions we had received 
in the other Oregon cities in no 
way prepared us for Corvallis. 
We waltzed in a half an hour 
before showtime and looked 
around. Jeeziz, this place was 
huge! They had a real stage with 
a sound system and everything. 
And the place was starting to 
fill up. There were over 200 
people. 

Roy, the proprietor of the 
Trade Center, was not only 
helpful in getting us all set up, 
but he had in his establishment 
the largest selection of weird 
beers in Oregon. There was 
hardly a country in the world 
without a representative brew. 
Digger spent most of his time 
lobbying in England, while I pre- 
ferred the company of the Aus- 
tralians, Johnny seemed most 
comfortable with the locals. 

The program went extremely 
well that night, so Johnny and I 
ended the show with some impro- 
vised blues and a 1950s medley. If 
we got carried away, no one 
seemed to notice. Afterward, Roy 
told us it was the largest turnout 
he’d ever had there. 

The next morning we picked 
up the repaired van and drove to 
Jacksonville. There we were to 
meet with folks at the Trillium 
Farm in the Siskiyous. 

This was not a regular show, so 
we were able to relax a little, and 
it was nice to be in the country. 
Most of the evening’s conversa- 
tion centered around the pro- 
posed Bald Mountain Road and 
the planned blockade this spring. 
The people in southern Oregon 
had already gained some experi- 
ence' in direct action by 
occupying clearcuts to prevent 
the spraying of herbicides. We 
showed the movie and spent the 
evening playing music with some 
of the local musicians. 

From Jacksonville we drove to 
Areata via the beautiful Red- 
wood Highway. There we had 
another Enthusiastic crowd of 
over 200, crammed into a bank 
building designed to hold 75 
people. (Fortunately, the floor 
didn’t cave in and kill us all.) We 
had more meetings with local or- 
ganizers. This time the topic of 
discussion was the G-0 Road. We 
talked about the upcoming block- 
ade this spring when the snow 
melts. For more info on that look 
elsewhere in this issue. 

From Areata we went to Chico 
for a rendezvous with the Butte 
County Chapter of the Casualist 
Party, and a congregational 
meeting of the First Church of 
Cold Beer which lasted until 4:30 
in the morning. Two hundred 



people showed up in Chico and 
were very supportive. A local 
group was started. 

We hit Sacramento next, for 
some good luck and some bad. 1 30 
showed up for an enjoyable 
evening, and a good meeting 
later. The next morning we dis- 
covered that the bus had been 
broken into during the night and 
many things were taken, 
including Cecelia’s guitar and 
dulcimer. We've been doing a 
little fundraising to replace them 
so she can continue making her 
music. If you’d liketo help her out 
let us know. 

We were supposed to be in 
Davis for a lunch hour show in the 
student coffee shop. Two hundred 
seemed to be the magic number 
of this trip, because that’s about 
how many I counted. There was 
standing room only. That night 
we were at Marin College. About 
130 people showed up. Huey 
Johnson, the former chief of the 
California Natural Resources 
Agency under Jerry Brown, 
spoke on the positive aspects of 
Watt’s impact on the environ- 
mental movement, and in defense 
of direct action to protect the 
wildlands we love. Digger re- 
minded Huey that Watt re- 
ceived Earth First!’s 1981 
Membership Chairman Award. 

In Berkeley, a crowd of 500 
gave Digger’s speech on direct 
action a standing ovation. Digger 
ate it up. One hundred -thirty 
showed up at Fort Mason in San 
Francisco, and the following day 
we went to the Earth First! NO 
G-0 Road demo at the Forest 
Service Headquarters. There 
were a hundred people and one 
grizzly, who couldn’t be re- 
strained from mauling Jim Watt 
when he unexpectedly arrived. It 
was rumored that the bear was 
seen passing out anti-G-0 Road 
leaflets on the Berkeley campus 
and elsewhere. 

The next three stops were 
Santa Barbara. San Diego, and 
Irvine where, in all three cities, 
local groups have begun. 

We were anxious to leave 
Irvine. That is to say, we were 
anxious to go home. Any way, 
Cecelia took a bus to Eugene, 
Johnny took a plane to Vegas, and 
Dave and I drove toward Albu- 
querque. It had been a successful 
trip. 

Johnny, Cecelia, Digger and I 
would also like to take this oppor- 
tunity to thank everyone who 
made the road show a success. It 
was your hospitality and efforts 
that made the whole thing 
happen. I regret to say it is not 
possible to acknowledge here all 
the help and enthusiasm we en- 
countered along the way, but we 
do appreciate it. Thank you. 

N.J. 
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In Quest of the Unspoiled 
Beaches & Scenic Dumps of 
Mexico 

Some words on the EF! Sonor- 
an outing by Espuelas Jackson 

Christmas Day— Jackson 
crew arrives in SLC. We make 
plans for early start the next 
morning, since it’s a long drive to 
Organ Pipe Cactus Nat.’l Monu- 
ment on the Mexican border, 
where we’ll rendezvous with the 
others. Early the next morning 
(11:30) we head south on the 
Interstate, having no word from 
Louisa, who was to have called 
from Baja and let us know where 
and when in Sonora to pick her 
up. after she ferried across the 
Gulf. We drive past four national 
parks without stopping but can’t 
resist the lure of Dos Equis beer 
in Page, Arizona. Four- 
something-a-six-pack and the 
cashier refuses to let a Navajo 
woman and her children use the 
restroom. Airhead leaves the key 
with a group of Navajos out 
back. . .throughts of Lone Rock 
campground and the cracking of 
Glen Canyon Damn filter 
through my brain as we drive 
across the bridge. . .Rest of the 
journey uneventful until we pull 
into campground at Organ Pipe 
at 4:10 a.m.; something wrong 
here — hundreds of large alumi- 
num cans on wheels, row after 
row of them reflecting into the 
truck’s headlights as we search 
among the slumbering sunbird 
rubble in vain for any trace of 
Digger or Johnny and crew. We 
drive past ranger residence on 
road that leads to the group 
campsites — Cam ping Bg Re ser- 
ration Onli / — several hundred 
yards awdy from the sunbird hor- 
ror and discover it— completely, 
all five sites, absolutely, not a 
sunbird insight — empty. Four of 
us, five group campsites, I 
announce to the half awake 
bodies in the rear, shuttingoff the 
engine and refusing to drive any 
further. 

Early the next morning, Air- 
head and I set off on foot to find 
the others: not too difficult, the 
only people there in a green 
Volkswagen bus actually sleep- 
ing on the ground, albeit on a 
concrete surrounded pad of dirt. 
The others gradually emerge 
from this over-civilized mess and 


we leave the living aluminum 
junkyard for Gringo Pass and the 
land of 150 pesos to the dollar that 
awaits beyond. Digger and I ask 
each other if any word from 
Louisa — supposedly there’s a 
store at Gringo Pass where she 
will have called and left word. We 
go crazy in Sonoyta buying cases 
and cases of beer: Dos Equis, 
Noehe Buena and Bohemia at 
94<f a sixpack. Border crossing 
was uneventful except for Sara’s 
quart of grapefruit juice wrong- 
fully set down on a border guard’s 
desk. We eat, exchange dollars 
for pesos, and inquire of Louisa— 
no message. 

Mexico — On the road to ad- 
venture, unspoiled beaches; we 
head south to Caborca, to buy 
supplies and bid our adeiu’s to 
western civilization. Big old flat- 
bed truck stopped on highway 
(like something out of Then Drire 
Bn Night with Bogey and George 
Raft), causes chain reaction of 
stomping on brakes, everyone 
stops in time toavoid rear-ending 
truck and each other but reddish 
whiz streaks by right side of 
bus— a car, airborne, hurtling 
into the desert, coming thudding- 
ly to a halt against a distant 
cactus. Instead of cursing Digger 
for throwing me into the beer 
bucket while napping, I recall the 
thin line that separates life and 
death in Mexico. One of the more 
anti-coyote/buzzard thoughts 
I’ve espoused in a long time. 

We arrive in Caborca un- 
scathed and proceed to pig out on 
camarones and cerveza. Bart and 
Sharon buy nine sacks of gro- 
ceries at the Supermercardo for 
$38.00. This includes Airhead’s 
three gallon jug of mescal, which 
prompts the Mexican guard at 
the store to use the only two words 
of English that he knows, “Too 
much, Senor, too much.” Digger 
meanwhile has completed a deal 
on twelve more cases of beer at 
the cerveceria. I give him a bad 
time for spending six cents a six- 
pack more than we did at the 
border. Still no sign of Louisa, 
either at the bus depot or hitchi ng 
south out of town. 

As the sun sets Digger takes us 
on a dirt road running vaguely 
west that he thinks will take us to 
a beautifully unspoiled stretch of 
beach and a sleepy Seri Indian 
village called Puerto Libertad. 
We make several false starts 


ending up in people’s backyards 
but the Mexican kids think it’s 
pretty funny and they laughingly 
send us back in the right direc- 
tion. We think. By dark we’ve 
actually passed a road sign that 
says “Libertad" and everyone is 
in awe of Digger’s knowledge of 
the back roads of Mexico. We 
drive most of the night, stopping 
frequently to piss, push vehicles 
out of the sand and curse, in that 
order. As we crest a ridge, a 
sprawling glow of lights, seem- 
ingly several football fields in 
size, looms on the horizon. Could 
this be the Seri village of six huts 
that Ed Abbey describes in 
Cactus Country ? We push on, 
perplexed. Another hour or so 
brings us to the locked gates at 
the edge of thatoasis of lights and 
a sign that indicates some sort of 
a thermo electric plant! Oh, I for- 
got to mention that the road has 
magically become some incred- 
ible brand new two lane blacktop. 
The crew threatens to mutiny 
after Digger pulls up to the town 
dump to camp for the night. In 
the morning we set off to find the 
town to see about buying gasoline 
and mariscos. We find Lucy’s in- 
stead where we eat breakfast 
and Digger falls in love, again. 
We approach some Seri’s and 
pretend to be stupid Norte- 
americanos who can’t speak 
Spanish— it works every time, 
even with Seri Indians, and a 
man climbs into the bus with us — 
he Serisare unmatched forcour- 
ige and bravery, and proceeds to 
direct us to a house where we can 
buy fish. We display our ignor- 
ance. but finally come to our 
senses and buy ten kilos of fish, 
whereupon they sell us the gaso- 
line we had wanted in the first 
place. We resist the impuse to buy 
the six-foot-long fish they want to 
sell us. and head back to the 
dump. A night in the dump lis- 
tening to the power plant seems 
to have put everyone in a surly, 
mutinous mood. 

We head south on the paved 
road, watching for the turnoff to 
Desemboque. We again end up 
in somebody’s front yard, but 
after several false starts, a small 
boy assures us that we’re on the 
road to Desemboque. Early that 
afternoon we actually come to 
Desemboque, and head back 
north along the coast on a dirt 
road. We pass what appears to be 


the main dump but decide it’s too 
early to camp. After pushing the 
vehicles through a hundred- 
yard-long sand wash, we camp. 
Wilderness at last! No roads, no 
dumps, virgin sandy beaches, no 
people: NADA. Spirits seem to 
pick up and Digger is redeemed. 
Swimming, shell collecting and 
general sloth seem to be the order 
of the day. Later, an impromptu 
baseball game with a baseball 
found on the beach and a piece of 
driftwood for a bat. Typical 
Earth First! fashion— no teams— 
no rules — no out-of-bounds — no 
order-hit and run-anywhere you 
choose to slide becomes a base. 
The next several days are best not 
described in detail. Hiking the 
coastal mountain ranges, wand- 
ering the beaches with ever 
present Tiburon Island across the 
channel, sleeping underneath the 
mighty demented Cardon cactus; 
staying upuntil 2:00a.m. waiting 
for Digger’s eclipse of the full 
moon, eating Pico’s ounce of 
mushrooms, did we remember to 
celebrate the new year? Emer- 
gency run into Bahia Kino to buy 
shrimp and restock our depleted 
beer supply. We buy ten more 
cases with the last of our pesos, 
but run out a day later. A fare- 
well meal in Kino and then every- 
one splits up. Lance and LaRue 
leave a day early to get back to 
work. Bart and Sharon and John 
take Bill back to LA. Jan and 
Sara stay in Mexico with Pico 
and Airhead. Digger and I head 
for Nogales, then on to Tucson for 
the night. Calling home the next 
morning, we discover Louisa had 
called an hour before from 
Guaymas. not far from where 
we’d said our goodbyes at lunch 
the day before. Typically Louisa, 
but somehow I had expected her 
to show up some way. driving a U- 
Haul across the Gulf, or some- 
thing. 

The awful realities of western 
civilization sweep through me, 
after Digger drops me off at the 
Phoenix airport, as I sit in a 
molded plastic chair waiting for 
the plane to leave. I'd tried to 
liquor up at the airport bar, but 
somehow couldn’t escape the 
alien landscape that surrounded 
me on all sides— oh god, it’s worse 
than I remember. I was tempted 
to charge a one-way ticket to 
Guaymas on my raised piece of 
plastic and never come back. . . 



LETTERS 

Continued 
Dear EF! 

In the Yule/Brigid EF! there 
appeared a rather crude, and 
unoriginal carton of James 
Watt and a hole in the ground. 
Don’t get me wrong. I have no 
appreciation whatsoever for 
anything about the man and I 
totally despise what he is doing. 
But that cartoon, and numerous 
other statements put forth by 
EF!— by all of us— made me 
realize what we have stooped to. 
We have degraded and defiled 
ourselves, both in the public eye 
and perhaps more importantly, 
in the mirror. 

If we must publicly express our 
wrath toward the destroyers of 
our Mother, then let’s do it by 
using factual accounts of actual 
dastardly deeds. Leave out the 
caricatures and let the radiant 
evilness of the villians speak 
alone, accentuated only by our 
accusing fingers (index fingers 
only). The truth is the most elo- 
quent statement possible and it’s 
also the easiest to defend. The 
path of folly is most easily 
exposed when the truth is clearly 
reflected and not diffused by sen- 
sationalism and prejudice. 

Rick Spradling 

Ed. note: A point well taken. On 
the other hand, ridicule is a most 
effect i re weapon and many argue 
that the reason Watt has not suc- 
ceeded in his nefarious plans is 
because he has heroine a joke. We'd 
be interested in other thoughts on 
til is. 

Dear Mr. Watt, 

I am just one of many voices 
that is expressing anger toward 
your carelessness in handling 
what little wilderness we have 
left. 

1 am now living in northwest 
Colorado. I’ve got the Mount 
Zirkel Wilderness Area almost 
right outside my front door. 
Many people, including myself, 
consider this area home: A place 
to release our madness that is 
created from our lives in an over- 
crowded society. It is also the real 
home of many precious species of 
wildlife that have the same right 
to live here as we do. I spent six 
weeks last summer in the Zirkel 
Wilderness and observed quite a 
bit of wildlife — river otter, black 
bear, mountain lion, to mention a 
few. 

You may have a lot of indus- 
trial strength behind you, Mr. 
Watt. However, remember this, I 
will remain here as a lookout at 
least until November of 1984! 
Any action you take that will 
change or destroy our wilderness 
will be noticed and will be dealt 
with. We’ve got one advantage, 
James. The element of surprise! 

—Zirkel 

Letters to the Editor 

Letters to the editor are 
encouraged. Lengthy letters 
may be edited for space re- 
quirements. Be sure to indicate 
if you wish your name and loca- 
tion to appear. Send to PO Box 
235, Ely, NV 89301. 
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ED ABBEY: THE BIG WOODS 


The idea of wilderness needs no 
defense. It only needs more 
defenders. 

In childhood the wilds seemed 
infinite. Along Crooked Creek in 
the Allegheny Mountains of 
western Pennsylvania there was 
a tract of forest we called the Big 
Woods. The hemlock, beech, 
poplar, red oak, white oak, 
maple, and shagbark hickory 
grew on slopes so steep they had 
never been logged. Vines of wild 
grape trailed from the limbs of 
ancient druidical oaks— dark 
glens of mystery and shamanism. 
My brother and I, simple-minded 
farmboys. knew nothing of such 
mythologies, but we were aware, 
all the same, of the magic 
residing among and within those 
trees. We knew that the Indians 
had once been here, Seneca and 
Shawnee, following the same 
deer paths that wound through 
fern, moss, yarrow, and 
mayapple among the massive 
trunks in the green-gold light of 
autumn, from spring to stream 
and marsh. Those passionate 
warriors had disappeared a 
century before we were even 
born. but their spirits lingered , 
their shades still informed the 
spirit of the place. We knew they 
were there. The vanished Indians 
were reincarnated, for a few 


transcendent summers, in our 
bones, within our pale Caucasian 
skins, in our idolatrous mimicry. 
We knew all about moccasins and 
feathers, arrows and bows, the 
thrill of sneaking naked through 
the underbrush, taking care to 
tread on not a single dry twig. 
Our lore came from boys’ books, 
but it was the forest that made it 
real. 

My brother Howard could talk 
to trees. Johnny knew how to 
start a fire without matches, skin 
a squirrel, and spot the eye of a 
sitting rabbit. I was an expert on 
listening to mourning doves, 
though not on interpretation, and 
could feel pleasure in the 
clapperclaw of crows. The wolf 
was long gone from those woods, 
and also the puma, but there were 
still plenty of deer, as .well as 
bobcat and raccoon and gray fox; 
sometimes a black bear, or the 
rumor of one. passed through the 
hills. That was good country then, 
the country of boyhood, and the 
woods, the forest, that sultry 
massed deepness of transpiring 
green formed the theater of our 
play. We invented our boyhood as 
we grew along: but the forest— in 
which it was possible to get 
authentically lost — sustained our 
sense of awe and terror in ways 
that fantasy cannot. 


Now I would not care to revisit 
those faraway scenes. That forest 
which seemed so vast to us was 
only a small thing after all, as the 
bulldozers, earth movers, and 
dragline shovels have proved. 
The woods we thought eternal 
have been logged by methods 
formerly considered too 
destructive, and the very 
mountainside on which the forest 
grew has been butchered by the 
strip miners into a shape of crude 
symmetry, with spoil banks and 
head walls and right-angled 
escarpments where even the 
running blackberry has a hard 
time findinga roothold. Stagnant 
water fills the raw gulches, and 
the creek below runs sulfur- 
yellow all year long. 

Something like a shadow has 
fallen between present and past, 
an abyss wide as war that cannot 
be bridged by any tangible con- 
nection, so that memory is under- 
mined and the image of our be- 
ginnings betrayed, dissolved, 
rendered not mythical but illu- 
sory. We have connived in the 
murder of our own origins. Little 
wonder that those who travel no- 
where but in their own heads, 
reducing all existence to the 
space of one skull, maintain 
dreamily that only thepinpointof 
the moment is real. They are 
right: A fanatical greed, an arro- 


gant stupidity, has robbed them 
of the past and transformed their 
future into a nightmare. They 
deny the world because the only 
world they know has denied 
them. 

Our cancerous industrialism, 
reducing all ideological differ- 
ences to epiphenomena, has gen- 
erated its own breed of witch 
doctor. These are men with a 
genius for control and organiza- 
tion, and the lust to administrate. 
They propose first to shrink our 
world to th'e dimensions of a 
global village, over which some 
technological crackpot will erect 
a geodesic dome to regulate air 
and light; at the same time the 
planetary superintendent of 
schools will feed our children via 
endless belt into reinforcement- 
training boxes where they will be 
conditioned for their functions in 
the anthill arcology of the future. 
The ideal robot, after all, is 
simply a properly processed 
human being. 

The administrators laying out 
the blueprints for the technologi- 
cal totalitarianism of tomorrow 
like to think of the earth as a big 
space capsule, a machine for 
living. They are wrong: The parth 
is not a mechanism but an organ- 
ism, a being with its own life and 
its own reasons, where the sup- 


port and sustenance of the human 
animal is incidental. If man in his 
newfound power and vanity 
persists in the attempt to remake 
the planet in his own image, he 
will succeed only in destroying 
himself — not the planet. The 
earth will survive our most in- 
genious folly. 

Meanwhile, though, the Big 
Woods is gone — or going fast. 
And the mountains, the rivers, 
the canyons, the seashores, the 
swamps, and the deserts. Even 
our own, the farms, the towns, the 
cities, all seem to lie helpless 
before the advance of the techno- 
industrial juggernaut. We have 
created an iron monster with 
which we wage war. not only on 
small peasant nations over the 
sea, but even on ourselves — a war 
against all forms of life, against 
life itself. In the name of Power 
and Growth. But the war is only 
beginning. 

The Machine may seem omnipo- 
tent, but it is not. Human bodies 
and human wit, active here, 
there, everywhere, united in pur- 
pose, independent in action, can 
still face that machine and stop it 
and take it apart and reassemble 
it — if we wish — on lines entirely 
new. There is. after all, a better 
way to live. The poets and the pro- 
phets have been trying to tell us 
about it for three thousand years. 


BOOKS TO BE READ BEFORE BURNING w ^ 


Come the revolution, these 
books will probably be in plen- 
tiful supply but just in case we 
don’t win, here's a list of some of 
my own eclectic favorites. While 
only some of them deal with wil- 
derness issues, all express 
thoughts and ideas, feelings and 
values that are incompatible and 
incomprehensible to those Amer- 
ican Dreamers out there cruising 
the Interstates, sleeping at the 
nearest Howard Johnson’s in 
sight of the offramp, eating high- 
tech food in plastic places with 
names like Denny's and 
McDonald’s: or to those obedient 
zombies whose idea of high 
foreign adventure is a week in 
Mazatlan at the Hilton. Scien- 
tologists. Moonies, Mormons and 
lobotomized folk of their ilk, 
probably won’t like them either. 
At least I hope so. 

THE DEATH SHIP by B. 
T raven. One of the single most 
important novels of the 20th Cen- 
tury. A masterful satire on life in 
the bureaucratic nightmare and 
life with no legal identity. While 
Traven’s works are available in 
over 500 editions in 36 lan- 
guages worldwide (over 35 mil- 
lion copies sold) he remains prac- 
tically unknown in the U.S. 
except , for Treasure of the Sierra 
Mad re (The John Huston film 
with Humphrey Bogart. Walter 
Huston and Tim Holt). 

THE .JUNGLE NOVELS by 
B. Traven. Traven’s insightful 
six volume epic of the plight of 
the Indians under Diaz's rule in 
Mexico, their forced servitude in 
the mahogany camps and a bril- 
liant record of the underlying 
reasons for the Mexican revolu- 
tion. The individual titles are: 
Gorenunent, The Carreta. March 
to tlw Mimfi'i iu. Lu Trozu. Rebel- 
lion of the Hu lined, and General 
From the J untile. La Trozu is cur- 
rently unavailable in English. 

SLICKROCK by Edward 
Abbey. Some of Abbey’s finest 
nonfiction writing since Desert 
Solitaire. Often neglected and 


Jilt le read due to its being out of 
print since 1976 and because it’s a 
coffee table picture book. Often 
just skimmed through. Look for 
it. 

ON DESERT TRAILS WITH 
EVERETT RUESS. This post- 
humously published tribute to 
the original wanderer of the 
Southwest deserts was originally 
published in 1951. Through his 
paintings, poetry and letters to 
family and friends, theyoung Ev- 
eret Ruess, who vanished in 
Southern Utah in 1934, attempts 
to interpret his beloved canyon 
country and describe the lure 
that the desert held for him and 
why he preferred the “lone trail” 
of the red rock wilderness to that 
of his fellow humans back in civil- 
ization.” 

ARE A ESSENCE by Aldous 
Huxley. A little read novel on^a 
post-atomic society that sums up 
my views. . . .“The leech’s kiss, the 
squid’s embrace: The prurient 
ape's defiling touch; And do you 
like the human race?, no, not 
much." 

CANDLE FOLLOWS HIS 
NOSE by Heywood Broun. “If you 
don't care where you’re going, 
just follow your nose.” A curious 
book written in the 1920s. . . 

CATCH JJ by Joseph Heller. 
Of course. I wonder what a catch- 
22 was called before Heller came 
along. 

THE META MORPH OS IS. 
THE TRIAL. PORTRAIT OF A 
HUNGER ARTIST by Franz 
Kafka. A nyone who writes stories 
about awakening to find yourself 
turned into a giant cockroach is 
my kind of misanthrope. 

LETTERS FROM THE 
EARTH. A REN WARMED IT’ 
IN HELL A MARK TWAIN IN 
ERUPTION by Mark Twain. 
Twain on "the whole damned 
human race." Some of his finest 
caustic writing, most of which 
was suppressed during his life- 
time and by his estate for years 
afterward. 


CEREMONY by Leslie Marmon 
Silko. A powerfully written 
novel, interspersed with stories 
and poems from the oral tradi- 
tions of the Southwest Indians. 
The story poem, “The Des- 
troyers," is a great indictment of 
the coming of the' white man on 
the face of planet earth. 

GO IN BEAUTY. THE 
BRONC PEOPLE & POR- 
TRAIT OF AN ARTIST WITH 
Hi HORSES by William East- 
lake. Three lyrically written 
novels, evocative of the spirit of 
the Southwest. If you like 
Abbey’s early fiction (Bra re Cair- 
bai/ A Eire an the Mon Ida ill). 
these contain similar strength 
and spirit. 


MOUNTAIN MAN by Vardis 
Fisher. Corrupted into the 
Robert Redford movie, Jeremiah 
Johnson, this novel remains a 
powerful statement on the spirit- 
ual values of wilderness and the 
late 19th century’s love/hate rela- 
tionship with it. 

I’OGO by Walt Kelly. Any of 
the 30 or so volumes of cartoons 
by one of the master cartoonists 
before his death in the late 
sixties. Pogo ran for president in 
1952 on the I Go Pogo platform, 
Kelly coined the term “We have 
met the enemy and he is us," and 
“Now that we’ve made the world 
safe for democracy, who’ll make 
democracy safe for us?" 


ARCHY & MEHITABAL by 
Don Marquis. Wonderfully bi- 
zarre humor by the creator of 
Krazy Kat. Remember Ignatz 
Mouse. Offica Pup and Coconino 
County? Marquis’ surreal anti- 
authoritarian humor is not to be 
missed. 
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ON TACTICS 


The Saga of Navajo Sam 

By Art Goodtimes 

As Ed Abbey wrote in the last 
issue oiEF! “Philosophy without 
action is the ruin of the soul. One 
brave deed is worth a hundred 
books...” Navajo Sam would 
heartily agree. Catapulted into 
national prominence this 
summer as the “trail bandit” of 
the rugged San Juans in 
Colorado’s southwest corner, the 
51-yr-old ex-lumberman of 
Wisconsin Finnish descent had 
long spoken out about the evils of 
the American system. As 
neighbors in rural Placerville, 
we would sit and talk for hours 1 
about the stranglehold of the 
multinationals, the destruction of 
ecosystems, the worldwide 
starvation while American grain 
was dumped to lower prices. 
Imagine a bearded bear of a man 
who stands 6 feet tall and weighs 
in at around 200 pounds, long 
hair and beard red-brown as oak 
brush, railing against big 
business louder and more 
vehemently than any 25-yr-old 
SDS radical. 

I remember last summer when 
Sam tried to convince me that the 
time for revolution was now and 
that I should join him in the 
mountains to begin the 
overthrow of the Capitalist 
system. I begged off. I had a wife 
to consider. The time wasn’t 
right, I thought. Sam just smiled, 
“There’s been too many ripoffs 
for too long.” He was ready. 

A series of incidents on the trail 
to Navajo Lake this summer 
proved that Sam had moved from 
philosophy to action. His 
robberies, though exaggerated 
and distorted in the press, 
amounted to rhetorical encoun- 
ters as much as armed pleas for 
food. More than one convert 
listened to Sam for hours as he 
lambasted the American dream. 
“The system has stopped working 
People call it a democratic 
system where all people are 
treated equal but that’s not the 
way it is. It’s a one-sided 
Capitalist system and most 
people are for money and power. 
Greed — that’s what has destroy- 
ed the country. Why do people 
have to have way more than they 
need? In this country they talk 
and write against killing, 
destruction and pollution and 
there’s more of it than anywhere 
else in the world”. 

But one doctor and a couple of 
girls from Phoenix played into 
the hands of authorities. A 
warrant was issued and Sam was 
tricked into surrendering, 
although he had vowed, “If the 
Forest Service or any lawman or 
authorities come up and give me 
a bad time, well, then I guess it 
will end in a shootout because I’m 
not coming down. “But betrayed 
by a friend, Sam was jailed 
for nineteen days. It looked bad. 
Accused of aggravated robbery 
and felony menacing, Sam faced 
up to 15 years in the slammer. As 
Sam told one reporter from the 
Kansas City Times . “ I robbed 
four people of food and they 
called me a bearded, gun-toting 
lunatic and I’m branded public 
enemy number one.How about 
the oil companies and the rich 
people and the government that 
steals billions of dollars?” But on 
another level getting arrested 


also got him in the public eye. 
“After the robberies, I got 
famous. I guess there was no 
other way to get the point across. 
I’m Navajo Sam the revolu- 
tionary and that’s the way it’s got 
to be.” 

But Sam wasn’t about to waste 
away in jail. He had a few tricks 
up his sleeve. So while everyone 
else was amazed, it came as no 
surprise to Sam when County 
Judge Robert Johnson dismissed 
all charges at a preliminary 
hearing saying that prosecutor 
Craig Westburg had failed to 
show probable cause why Sam 
should be brought to trial. 
However even Sam was 
surprised when 50-odd spec- 
tators at the Dove Creek 
courtroom, including a class of 
local students, broke into sustain- 
ed applause. Sam had clued 
Public Defender Alex Tejoda in 
on some facts that enabled his 
defense lawyer to cut gaping 
holes in the testimony of the 
witnesses. It was an impressive 
turnaround. 

Of course, threatening the 
establishment with a gun is not 
taken lightly in government 
circles, even if one is only asking 
for food. Sam retired to a cabin 
loaned to him by a friend in Plac- 
erville. 

Jail had been hard on the 
mountain man. It took him a 
week or so to recuperate from 
some virus he picked up there. 
But friends who had stated a 
Legal Defense Fund and printed 
up “Free Navajo Sam” bumper 
stickers didn’t get to visit with 
Sam for long. Rumors of a new 
warrant being issued and 
charges being re-filed sent Sam 
into hiding. Getting caught once 
and escaping is daring. Getting 
caught twice is stupid. And Sam 
is not stupid. 

As of this writing Navajo Sam 
is still on the lam. Whether he’s 
deep in the mountains or halfway 
to El Salvador, I know there’s at 
least one man out there who 
believes things have gone quite 
far enough and is doing some- 
thing to change it. If you get 
corraled next summer in some 
faroff wilderness by a lanky 
mountain man sporting a pearl- 
handled revolver and a lever- 
action .22, give him all your food, 
or better yet, join him. 

What follows is an excerpt 
from Navajo Sam’s journals in 
the form of an open letter to the 
American People: “I just tell it 
the way it is. I lived in northern 
Wisconsin for 44 years. I 
produced food and forest 
products for 40 years, and for 
about 25 years had nothing but 
ripoffs by the system-greedy 
Americans and the law. There is 
no way I can support a system 
like there is in this country. I 
haven’t seen my own kids in 22 
years because of the Law, and the 
System. 

“Coming to Colorado 7 years 
ago I worked for 2 loggingoutfits 
in Colorado and 2 in New Mexico 
and all of them ripped me off. 
Duke City Lumber Co. and the 
Forest Service cheated me on 
scale. They work together like 
organized crime., ripping off the 
cutters and small loggers. 
Several years ago I was accused 
of stealing by the sheriff of San 
Miguel County, which was a false 


accusation. I am finally fed up 
with the System and crime and 
corruption and Americans that 
support it. I hate big business and 
organized crime, the law and 
parasites. The American Way is 
greed for more power and money, 
destruction and waste and pol- 
lution. 

“There are millions of people in 
other countries starving and 
suffering while Americans are 
piling up more wealth and 
playing and destroying the 
planet. Most Americans have 
more than they need. San Miguel 
County and the state of Colorado 
are good examples. Remember 
all you greedy Americans, God is 
watching and the Devil is 
waiting. 

“All you lawmen and 
American heroes, if you come 
after me, I know right from 
wrong and I am ready to die. You 
will never take me alive. From 
now on I take what I need and 
whoever tries to stop me will die 
or get hurt. 

“People think I’m crazy; but if I 
am, it’s better than being sick and 
stupid. I support the poor people 
of the world, not greedy 
Americans. In case Americans 
don’t know it, there is a revolu- 
tion brewing in the U.S. and it 
could happen before this year is 
over. So clean up your acts. 

— Narajo Sam, revolutionary 


NEXT ISSUE 
IN EARTH FIRST! 

Local Organizing 
G O Road/Baldy 
Mountain Road 
Blockades 
EF! Wilderness 
Preserve Map 


In the few years since the 
founding of Earth First!, most of 
us have been trying to build an 
alternative organization with 
new tactics as yet untried in the 
environmental movement. Most 
of the tactics themselves are not 
new to political causes, but 
simply new to us as environ- 
mentalists. The cause and effect 
of direct action involvement is 
well documented in this country 
and throughout the world. 
Although we need an under- 
standing as to how it will affect us 
as a group and the community as 
a whole, there is no reason to get 
hung-up on the subject because as 
long as we act out of sincerity and 
with unabashed passion the end 
result will be beneficial to us and 
to nature. 

For instance, an interesting 
situation unfolded the other night 
in the Wort Hotel Bar here in 
Jackson as Howie Wolke was 
attempting to educate some 
instructors and their students 
from the nearby National 
Outdoor Leadership School on 
wilderness and Earth First!. 
Howie, armed with maps and 
such, was doing an excellent job 
of filling the gaping void left in 
their wilderness education by 
NOLS (for to survive in the 
wilderness, one must first have 
wilderness in which to survive) 
when the meeting was interrupt- 
ed by a drunk local businessman 
who insisted on arguing with 
Howie and “getting right in his 
face” as we say around here. For 
those of you who know Howie, the 
results would have been 
predictable, but without getting 
into too much, let’s just say that a 
fight was averted by the watch- 
ful bouncers and an impressive 
show of force in the form of a 
semi-circle of large people in 
cowboy hats. 

At this point, two of the instruc- 
tors, affectionately known as 
NOLsies, stood up and left in 
disgust, apparently offended 
by this uncivilized display of 
bravado. Unfortunate, I thought 
at first, that they were so turned 
off by the incident. But, I was 
wrong! The students, while 
quiet at first, had more beers and 


by Nagasaki Johnson 


pretty soon the atmosphere of 
tension disappeared and a good 
time was being had by all. 

Now the only reason I 
mentioned this is because of what 
happened later in the men’s room 
while we were passing our liquor 
and talking. A middle aged 
gentleman, a little overweight 
and wearing polyester slacks, 
could not help but hear our 
conversation as he pissed. “You 
boys from Earth First!?” he 
asked. “Oh, shit,” I thought. “here 
we go again.” 

“I really like what you’re 
doing." he said, and went on a 
little. As it turns out, he is a born 
and raised local and works for a 
living. He is distressed by the 
encroachment of oil and timber 
companies on the surrounding 
country he grew up in and he 
wished us all the luck. And fi- 
nally. he added, while he shook 
his penis and put it in his pants, “I 
wish you’d a kicked the shit outta 
that asshole out there, because 
that’s all he is! I’ve wanted to do it 
myself on several occasions.” 

So, while two NOLSies were of- 
fended by Howie’s bellowing 
rage and threatening posture, 
one person at least was favorably 
impressed, and Howie admitted 
later that the instructors were 
probably not Earth First! mater- 
ial anyway. This gets us back to 
the subject of tactics, and I think 
a point was well illustrated that 
evening. It is better to turn one 
person on even if in doing so you 
alienate two others. Earth First! 
shouldn’t have to worry about 
alienating people or offending 
them, or for that matter, should 
we worry about our images either. 
Because as long as we are true to 
ourselves and act with courage, 
we will be defending the Earth 
with honor, and, brothers and 
sisters, that’s what counts. 

Let the press misrepresent us, 
let the moderates attack us, let 
the lackeys fear us, we can do no 
wrong for our hearts are in the 
right place. After all. being an 
Earth Firstler means never 
having to say you're sorry. 
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MUTTERINGS FROM MAMA 

by Mama Rue 


Ostara, Eostar, Eostre, or 
Easter is the spring fertility rite 
of Mother Earth and Her 
Son/Sun (who, depending on the 
legend, may also be her brother 
and/or consort.) Such rites were 
most widely and solemnly cele- 
brated in the lands which border 
the eastern Mediterranean- Sea. 
“Under the names of Osiris, Tam- 
muz, Adonis, and Attis, the 
peoples of Egypt and Western 
Asia represented the yearly 
decay and revival of life, espe- 
cially of vegetable life, which 
they personified as a god who 
annually died and rose again 
from the dead. In name and detail 
the rites varied from place to 
place; in substance they were the 
same.” (Frazer, The New Golden 
Bough , p. 284). 

The religious rite of sacrific- 
ing the lord or king in order to 
insure the well-being of the plant 
and animal life on which human 
life depended originated in the 
dim past of primitive cultures for 
whom sympathetic magic was a 
concrete reality. In this century 
still, the Shilluk of the White Nile 
believe their king to be a rein- 
carnation and personification of 
the divine savior who founded 
their culture and settled the tribe 
in its territory. The king is not 
allowed to become ill or old, for 
his diminishing vigor is sure to 
affect the crops in the fields and 
the health and fertility of both 
cattle and the people of the tribe. 
Therefore, at the first sign of old 
age or diminishing strength, he is 
honorably put to death. The Shil- 
luk would probably be very con- 
fused if someone told them they 
were being cruel and heartless; 
the king’s spirit, which provides 
the strength and vitality of the 
tribe, will be reincarnated in the 
new king. Sometimes, in order to 
assure that the king did not 
weaken (and perhaps to prevent 
long-term dictatorships), the 
king was allowed to reign for only 
a specified time. In some cul- 
tures, the king’s reign was as short 
as one .year; in others, as long as 
19 years. An extreme practice of 
this custom is found in Ngoio, W. 
Africa, where the chief of the 
Musurongo is always killed on 
the night after his coronation. In 


this practical manner, the people 
assure they rule themselves since 
no one wants the inestimable 
honor of being “king for a day.” 

Such beliefs and practices 
were common before men began 
to perceive themselves as apart 
from nature. Gradually, rulers 
who were selfish and uncaring 
about whether or not life on 
Earth continued after their reign 
and who just wanted to live 
longer and retain their power 
began to substitute their sons or 
other relatives, criminals, and/or 
animals for the sacrifices. As the 
custom became more and more 
removed from the concrete pra- 
tice of sympathetic magic, it was 
transferred to an abstract “king,” 
a god or mythical hero, who died 
to insure that life on Earth would 
continue. 

The crucifixion of Jesus, “King 
of the Jews,” also has overtones of 
sacrifice for the good of the com- 
munity and may have been influ- 
enced by other popular religions 
of the time. When Jesus was born, 
Herod, the Roman king of Judea, 
attempted to find and kill the 
newborn babe in order to protect 
his throne. However, Jesus 
escaped because his father, 
Joseph, was told in a dream, 
“Arise, and take the young child 
and his mother, and flee into 
Egypt. . .” When he arose, he took 
the young child and his mother by 
night, and departed into Egypt; 
And was there until the death of 
Herod: that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the prophet, 
saying, ‘Out of Egypt have I called 
my son.’ ” (Matthew 2:13, 14, 15) 
Now, it isn’t entirely clear how 
long Jesus was in Egypt, since 
according to some sources Herod 
died four years before Jesus was 
born or, in other sources, a few 
years after Jesus’ birth. It may 
have beep that Jesus spent his 
first eight to 10 years in Egypt, a 
place where the supreme deities 
were Isis and her son/brother/ 
consort, Osiris. Osiris met an 
early violent death, but with the 
help of other Egyptian gods, Isis 
pieced together his broken body 
and revived him by the spirit 
generated through fanning her 
wings over him. “As Osiris died 
and rose again from the dead, so 


all men hope to arise like him 
from death to life eternal” 
(Frazer, p. 327). Whether or not 
the Egyptian myth had any in- 
fluence on the young Jesus, when 
his family returned to Galilee 
their Jewish religion must have 
been confronted with alternate 
belief systems from their nearest 
neighbors, Syria on the north and 
Sumaria on the south. 

The Semitic people of Syria/ 
Phoenicia worshipped Adonis 
(whose name originally meant 
simply “Lord” and was turned 
into a proper noun by the Greeks) 
and Aphrodite (Astarte). This 
version of the Sun/Son God was 
stabbed to death by the war god, 
Ares, who turned himself into a 
boar (as the Roman boors/bores 
stabbed Jesus on the cross?). 
Each year he was mourned, and 
his resurrection on the following 
day was the occasion for great 
rejoicing. 

Among the gods of the Sumar- 
ians of Southern Babylonia 
(south of Galilee and north of 
Judea), Tammuz appears as the 
“true son of the great water” and 
lover of the mother goddess, 
Ishtar (Astarte), who was also 
worshipped by the Hebrews 
before Moses became so irate 
over the golden calf incident. The 
women of Jerusalem wept for 
Tammuz at the north gate of the 
temple, according to the prophet 
Ezekiel. Tammuz also died an 
early and violent death and was 
taken to the underworld, where 
Ishtar followed out of love for 
him. While she was gone, the 
Earth lay dormant and fertility 
ceased. After certain trials, they 
were allowed to return to the 
upper world, nature revived, and 
mankind celebrated. 

The myth of the Sun/ Son God 
who is killed, buried, and rein- 
carnated through the love of the 
Mother Goddess, who is infertile 
without his loving energy, is 
repeated in countless variations 
throughout the world’s myth- 
ology. The story of Jesus, how- 
ever, is notable in that little 
feminine assistance is apparent 
in the official version of the New 
Testament. Elaine Pagels in The 
Gnostic Gospels brings to light 
some early writings about Jesus 


by disciples and others which 
were edited out of the Bible by 
patriarchs who gained control of 
the Church a couple of centuries 
after Jesus’ death. In these gos- 
pels it is written that Jesus’ 
constant companion and the one 
whom he loved best ( to the 
jealous consternation of the dis- 
ciples) was Mary Magdalene. 
This lady has been called a pros- 
titute by many Christian author- 
ities, although the scriptures do 
not indicate anywhere that she 
actually was. One might specu- 
late that Mary M. had been a 
temple “virgin” (the word 
“virgin” at that time meant 
merely a woman who belonged to 
no man and said nothing about 
the state of her hymen) until she 
began to hang out with Jesus and 
believe what he taught. In fact, 
what Jesus taught wasn’t so very 
different from the teaching of the 
love Goddess, Aphrodite, except 
that he seemed to differentiate 
between love and sex and empha- 
sized that love, even without 
sexual expression, was the 
important element. However, 
this differentiation was a radical 
departure from the religious 
thinking of the time which 
oriented around either male gods 
who were forever warring with 
one another or around female 
goddesses, for whom love was in- 
extricably involved with sex. No 
wonder he wasn’t popular with 
either the Romans or the Jews; 
fighting and fucking were the 
favorite outdoor and indoor 
sports. But I digress. 

Pagels’ translations say that 
Mary Magdalene was an impor- 
tant member of Jesus’ retinue, 
that she alone attended his tomb 
after he was placed there, and 
that she was the first person to 
whom he appeared upon his re- 
surrection. The Gospels of Mark 
and John concur with this report: 
“Now when Jesus was risen early 
the first day of the week, he ap- 
peared first to Mary Magda- 
lene...” (Mark 16:9). Why then, 
did the patriarchs of the Church 
later agree that Peter was en- 
titled to be the first Pope, since 
Peter was the first man to whom 
Jesus appeared, and that future 
Popes would derive from him and 
his successors? Obviously, Mary 
M., being female, was not a 
“person” to the partiarchs. It’s 
impossible to know from the gar- 
bled writings handed down over 
almost two thousand years what 
Jesus’ intentions were. Perhaps 
he had expected Mary to take his 
place as teacher of the doctrine of 
love and acceptance, much like 


the priestesses of Isis, Astarte, 
Aphrodite, etc. 

I am in no way suggesting that 
Jesus was a Pagan; his avowed 
religion of Judaism has as its 
basic premise that “The Lord thy 
God, the Lord is One," thus 
encompassing gods of love, war, 
and any others they might want 
to acknowledge. The literal 
translation of that doctrine from 
the Hebrew makes it even clearer 
that multiple deities are being 
considered as aspects of one 
Great Spirit. This union of plur- 
ality into unity is what Carl Jung 
called the “hierogamous,” the 
holy marriage that reconciles 
opposites. The hierogamous is 
attained within oneself by ac- 
cepting those thoughts and feel- 
ings that ha ve been rejected and 
pushed into the unconscious 
mind, thus bringing them into 
conscious awareness and increas- 
ing one’s self-knowledge and 
personal power. Entering into 
the unconscious mind and con- 
fronting the “gods” was the 
terrible journey conduced during 
the Eleusinian Mysteries cele- 
brated annually at Eleusis and 
Athens in honor of the return of 
the god from the underworld. 
Entering into these Mysteries 
was said to confer a sense of 
immortality on the celebrant and 
to free him or her from fear of 
death. People who have had 
“return from death” experiences 
through the intervention of 
medical science also are reported 
to feel “resurrected” and to love 
life greatly while no longer fear- 
ing death. 

The Easter/Ostara experience 
is that of the Earth and Sun re- 
turning to life and bountifulness 
after the “death” of winter. This 
experience is celebrated world- 
wise throughout history in myth, 
legend, ritual, and even the self- 
sacrifice of life in the profound 
belief that such sacrifice will 
ensure a better life for others and 
will be only a temporary sojourn 
into the dark from which one will 
re-emerge on a higher plane of 
existence and consciousness. I 
wonder if one gets the same feel- 
ing of resurrection after sitting in 
a dark cell for three days, having 
been arrested for standing in 
front of a bulldozer? Her sons and 
lovers are still sacrificing them- 
selves for the sake of plant and 
animal life on Earth. When you 
hunt Easter eggs (representa- 
tions of the World Egg from 
which Mithras, the Sun God, was 
born), remember and appreciate 
Her heroes among us along with 
those from the past. 



Some Reflections on a Regional 
Flower and Creative (Defen- 
sive) Littering 


I propose that a concerted 
effort be mounted to have a west- 
ern regional flower proclaimed. 
For this distinction, I nominate 
the used pamper. There are num- 
erous symbolic and practical 
reasons for this nomination. 

First, they are relatively abun- 
dant. They are the most obvious, 
contrasting roadside artifact in 
the creosotebush and shortgrass 
country from Tucson and El 
Paso, extending almost to Col- 
orado Springs. This is especially 
true since a bounty was placed on 
aluminum beer cans. However, it 
is found locally where the socio/ 
political microclimate is suitable. 
It adds critical organic matter 
and nutrients to the overgrazed 
soil, and it can spread exotic and 
highly communicable diseases. . . 
if and when it rains. 

Most importantly, used pam- 
pers (generic) keep the beautiful 
people (the ultimate source of 
environmental degradation) at 
bay. They repel backpackers 
and their camp followers — the 
promoters and developers — as 
effectively as creosote bush 
repels grass. In fact, I have never 
seen a vacation condo within 
three miles of a used pamper. 
Proof positive that they repel 
condos, ski resorts, fern bars, 


Perrier water, and late model 
Saabs — all the things which 
make a place “in” and therefore 
destroy it. Not to mention the 
widespread Earth Rape neces- 
sary to fuel this lifestyle. 

No, used pampers are a reas- 
suring sign that the most basic 
animal functions are close to the 
surface and not hidden beneath 
$100 designer jeans. An acknow- 
ledgement that people shit as 
well as fuck. . .That diagonal 
siding and hot tubs belong to 
another world. 

So, to keep the West the W est. . . 
yea, even Azatlan, Azatlan, we 
should do everything in our 
power to encourage the propa- 
gation of the indicator species. 
Proposals to state legislatures 
will probably not be taken ser- 
iously, so I’m afraid we will have 
to take matters into our own 
hands. F ollow the lead of a native 
son, whose roots in the South- 
west go back to the time when the 
Athabascan tribes came down 
from the north and Puebloans 
sought the refuge of the Rio 
Grande Valley. Follow the lead of 
an individual (El Loco) whose 
efforts to save his homeland from 
desecration have led him to 
plumb the depths of this racial 
memory to devise ultimate stra- 


tegies to dispatch the Chamber of 
Commerce in its lair. 

There are not enough used 
pampers in all of Albuquerque/ 
El Paso/Juarez for El Loco to 
save his home town from becom- 
ing another Aspen or Boulder, so 
he gets creative. The day before 
any three-day weekend, he can be 
found wadding up a month’s 
worth of El Paso Times and 
Albuquerque Journals, throwing 
the resultant wads into the back 
of his pickup. El Loco then drives 
like hell up and down the main 
approaches into town until the 
back of his truck is as clean as the 
blade of an adoberos shovel, 
spewing paper all over the coun- 
tryside, plastering every oak and 
juniper bush and stop sign with 
highly unattractive cellulose. 

Instant Third World! He 
claims he could make Nob Hill 
look like Resurrection City in one 
day— definitely a place where 
you wouldn’t want to visit, let 
alone live. El Loco does get ar- 
rested from time to time (on his 
way to the dump), but .he claims 
that fines are nothing compared 
to the property taxes he would be 
paying if the place was discov- 
ered by the beautiful people. 

— The Masked Mason 
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THEY WILL INH 


graffiti seen on 

Utah 1-80 overpass 

to Aragonite (no services): 

kill ecology freak* 

sic 

sick 


The morning 
full of bird songs 
when one 
would be enough 


— Dennis Malone 


My plants need watering. 


Snpw melts from sagebrush: 
no gain, 
no loss. 

nothing to spare. 


At a Snail’s Pace 


My Father and Ronald Reagan 

I asked my father 
how he feels 
after working 55 years 
as a shirt cutter 
having his Social Security 
and Medicaid threatened 
by a reptile and a general 
while planning 4 wars 

and a holocaust. 

He said,' v go to the top, Allen, 

at whatever you do, 
go to the top.” 


(ARMED 

WITH 

VISIONS 


Submissions are invited of poems, 
songs, spoofs, and all eco-radieal 
or earth-nurturing work, • 
Include SASE if you want work 
returned • All rights reserved to 
the authors • Send pieces to Art 
Goodtimes, Box 1008, Telluride, 
CO 81435. 



—Chip Rawlins 


WEB 


Pssst. 


I open the window to look at the moon 
And there, in a corner, 

A spider’s web outlined in dew: 

Enormous. Perfect. Shimmering. 

You take my hand as if to kiss 

Or sink your teeth into the palm 

But instead lift it to your face 

To touch the drops condensed on your beard. 


— Miriam Sagan 


WHEN YOUR MOUTH IS BONE DRY, 


— Allen Cohen 

(From The Reagan Poems, San Francisco, 1981) 


At twenty, love is blind: 
at thirty, love is still blind, 
but it counts the silverware. 


Speak softly 


benefits of i 


PLANET EARTH 


1. beautiful, BNNMRMMBR 



—Mark Melnicove 
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— Dick Ganci 


Green-Thumb 



silence is permission 


The deadly lack of outcry that strangles 
to not use your voice is to be an accomplice 
the blood is on Hour hands 
when your mouth is closed 
eyes averted 








L0RENZ.0 


On Indian Flat 


— Lauren Davis 



silence is permission 


the slaughter goes with your sanction 
since you lift no finger to stop it 
since you sit silently 
waiting for someone else 
to be outraged enough to act 

'silence is permission 


Last night woke up to 
“crunch CRUNCH” 

around the kitchen door. 
Got up to patrol the kitchen. . . 
nobody there. 

Looked outside. . . 

thought 1 saw a whisper of soft shadow 
in the moonlight. 

Hmmm. . . 


and this is why I cry at night 
why I stand before you 
begging for noise 
open your mouths Now 


Back to bed amid frosty cloud breath. 
But again 

“crunch CRUNCH crunch” 


— Luna 


They're not as 
innocent as they seem. 


(by the’other door now) 

Ponder .with hearth beating fast. . . 
Ahhhh! 


Deer footsteps in the frozen grass. 
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The Eclectic Gallery 


FUCK BECHTEL— Designed by Bill Turk. Blue with red and black 
design — 100% cotton. 

EARTH FIRSTl-Green with white logo-100% cotton 

Also available in French cut. Women’s sizes: S, M, L— 50,6 cotton/50% 
polyester. $8. 

DEFEND THE WILDERNESS— Drawing by Bill Turk. Black 
with silver design — 100% cotton 

The CRACKING OF GLEN CANYON DAMN— Drawing by Jim 
Stiles. Blue or brown with black artwork— 75% cotton/25% polyester. 


Howie Wolke’s 

WILD HORIZONS 
EXPEDITIONS 

Guided Wilderness 
Backpacking 
Emphasis on small groups and 
adventure in endangered 
roadless areas: NW Wyoming 
and elsewhere in the West. 

Free Brochure: 

Box 2348, Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-5343 


LARGE DINING AREA) 

=DOWNTOWN 2=M ADAMS, CORVALLIS ,OR 
(next to Post Office) *7 days a week • 752-8549= 


STERLING SILVER 
MONKEY WRENCH 


WOODEN SHOE ASSOCIATES 
P.O. BOX 1315 

CORTEZ, COLORADO 81321 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY OROER 


SPECIFY LAPEL PIN OR NECKLACE WITH 
SILVER CHAIN - & 14.50 per WRENCH POSTPAID 


SNAKE OIL 6 TRINKETS 


L 


USGS TOPO maps 

USGS sells you their to po maps 
for $2 and most private dealers 
charge $3 or more. EF! sells them 
to you for only $1.75! To order, 
simply send us a list of maps you 
want (in alphabetical order by 
state specifying 7J4 or 15-minute 
quads) and a check for $1.75 each. 

Maps will be shipped directly by 
USGS to you and you should 
receive your maps only 2 weeks 
from the day you stick your order 
in the mail to us. Contact either 
USGS or EF! for state indexes. 

JUST $1.75 


KAYAK, PADDLE, OR RAFT 
THE GRAND CANYON 

(or other rivers) | 

07 th£ COLO "* 00 

c-A v£ ™ 

u£LP b Write: 

JD FOR-Southwest 

Box 1115 

Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
Commercially-operated and licensed 
raft/paddle trips and Kayak support 
on Grand ^Canyon, Cataract, Green, 

San Juan, Dolores, AT SPECIAL 
LOW PRICES, AS BENEFIT to 
FRIENDS OF THE RIVER , 
in its effort to protect the Colorado, 
from "peaking power" and other 
energy development. 


ADVERTISE 

IN 

EARTH FIRST! 

write for details 


Ionize Your Environment With 
an Ionizer from Earth First! 

You can’t always be outdoors in the 
fresh air. Clean the air where you 
work and sleep. An ionizer bring 
outdoors in. It’s silent and 
energy-efficient. 

AIREASE $50.00 

Postpaid 

Bionizer 

White plastic exterior. Positive 
collection surface w/replaceable 
paper filter. L.E.D. light indicates 
AirEase is working. Produces 
10,000 ions per cc in a normal room. 
One year limited manufacturer 
warranty. By ISI of Berkeley, CA 
BIONIZER $80.00 

Postpaid 

Gold plated emitter needles. 
Discreet design— a simple, small 
black box, 3"x5" 7 / s "x2". One year 
limited manufacturer warranty. 
By Ion & Light Co.. San Francisco 
CA. 

ORBIT $90.00 

Postpaid 

Unique hardwood design. Positive 
collection surface w/ washable col- 
lector panel. UL listed. Produces 
10,000 ions per cc in a normal room. 
One year limited manufacturer 
warranty. By ISI of Berkeley, CA. 

Send checks or cash to: 

Ions Unlimited/EF! 

P.O. Box 594 
Sherwood, Oregon 97140 
Indicate unit desired. Part of pro- 
ceeds donated to Earth First! 


SILENT AGITATORS 
Finally Available! These stickers 
are suitable for adhering to any- 
thing (bar room bathroom 
mirrors, Freddie offices, dead 
bulldozers, etc.) These agitators 
are reminiscent of the old 
Wobblie “silent agitators” of the 
20s and 30s. One sticker will be 
the EF! Logo entitled “No Com- 
promise in Defendingoifr Mother 
Earth.” The other sticker will 
read, “Boycott Coors Beer.” 
Strips of ten cost $1. (25<P postage 
per 10.) 


A SYMBOL FOR 
THE DISCRIMINATING 
ECO -GUERRILLA 
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EARTH FIRST! TRINKETS Postpaid Prices 

T-shirts $8 50 

Bumperstickers " $100 

Silent Agitators $1 25 

t „ , strip of ten 

kittle Green oongbooks $3 00 

Monkeywrenches $100 

Johnny Sagebrush Tapes ’ ’ ’ $5 00 

Cecelia Ostrow Tapes ’ ’ " 33 qo 

EF! Camouflage Hats $7.00 

EF! Monkeywrench Key Chains " " ” $2^25 

Earth First! Calendars $3 00 

Western Wilderness Calendars $4 00 

EF! TRINKETS ORDER FORM 

Make out checks to “EARTH FIRST!” or send cash. Mail to: 
EARTH FIRST! PO Box 235, Ely, NV 89301. Write us for details on 
bulk orders. Please send cash for orders of $5 or less. 

OK, here’s $ Send me the following: 

EF! T-Shirt(s), Size(s) 

EF! T-Shirt(s), French Cut, Size(s) 

Glen Canyon Damn T-Shirt(s), Size(s) 

Defend the Wilderness T-Shirt(s), Size(s) 

Watt Me Worry T-Shirt(s), Size(s) 

Fuck Bechtel T-Shirt(s), Size(s) 


Bumperstickers: Indicate kind and quantity 


Silent Agitators: Indicate kind and quantity 


. Little Green Songbook(s) 

. Topo Maps 


. Monkeywrench(es) 

- Johnny Sagebrush or Cecilia Ostrow tape 
. EARTH FIRST! Calendar(s) 

. Western Wilderness Calendar(s) 

_ EF! Camouflage Hat 
_ EF! Key Chain 


Monkeywrench Ga ng 
Down the River 
The Journey Home 
The Brave Cowboy 
Fire on the Mountain 
Black Sun 

_ Desert Solitaire 

We also have hardback copies 
of Windsinger by Gary Smith 
- Windsinger available for $5 postage paid. 


P4PAJCHNS’ 

Fine Sausaae 'N Fees 


DAVID SEELEY - PROP. 

7208 PECOS TR. NW 
ALBUQUERQUE. N.M. 87120 
(505) 897-4374 


sez: Join 

S.WA.AI -focUy! 



ABOUT EARTH FIRST! 

There are two Earth First!s. One is the grassroots movement without structure, heirarchy, organization, 
or bureaucracy. The other is Earth First!: The Radical Environmental Journal which you hold in your 
hands. EF.', the paper, is an independent entity within the broad EF! movement and is designed to act as a 
communications medium for radical environmentalists. This way the EARTH FIRST! movementdoes not 
have to deal with the legal system or the burdens of organization. This arrangement is our solution to the 
problem of an anarchist group. The editorial policy of EF!, the publication, is set by The Circle, a group of 
thirteen active Earth First!ers around the country. They oversee our operation on a volunteer basis. Your 
subscription money, purchases of EF! snake oil & trinkets, and contributions fund the publishing of this 
paper. All additional money (“profit”) will be granted to various aspects of the EF! movement to aid in our 
cause to preserve the green beauty and diversity of our Mother Earth. Please subscribe or resubscribe today!' 

Clip and send to EARTH FIRST!. PO Box 235, Ely, NV 89301 

Here’s $10 or more for a one-year subscription to EF! 

Here’s $10 or more to re-subscribe to EF! 

Please send a gift subscription to the name below. Here’s $10 or more. 

I’m broke. All I can give you now is 

Please change my address 


Name 



Address 
City 

The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use an alias. 


State . 


Extra Copies of Earth First! 

Available 

Spread the word about Earth 
First!. Contact us to arrange for 
extra copies of EF! to distribute 
locally. Everyone who has been 
getting extra copies of the paper 
needs to contact us and let us 
know how many copies to send 
you. (We don’t have the previous 
records.) 

Did you misplace a back issue 
of the Earth First! Newsletter? 
Are you a recent subscriber? 
Would you like to pass around 
back issues to drum up interest in 
EF!? You’re in luck. We have a 
number of back issues beginning 
with the Dec. 21, Yule Edition. 
Here’s a quick run-down on past 
articles: 

YULE Dec. 21: 1981 EF! Road 
Show overview, tree spiking, EF! 

Prpsprvps 

BRIGID Feb.- 2: Oil a*d Gas 
leasing in Wilderness ;ireas, 
Dave Foreman’s EF! article re- 
printed from the Progressive. 
EOSTAR RITUAL Mar. 20 
Nukedump in Canyonlands, 
Mardie Murie Interview, Glen 
Canyon Damn petition, Ned 
Ludd Books— what they’re all 
about, Coors boycott. 

BELTANE May 1: Little Granite 
rig and the Gros Ventre, 
Gasquet-Orlean s (GO) Road, 
How seismic survey crews work, 
Jail: A Primer — preparing for 
civil disobedience arrest. 

LITH A June 21: McKinley Grove 
Redwoods Threatened, 22 Things 
to do as an EF!er. 
LUGHNASAD Aug. 1: Pete 
Dustrud resigns as Editor, RRR 
highlights, Rally for Redwoods 
and proposed dam on Dinkey 


Creek, Little Granite Stakes 
Pulled — Again. 

MABON Sept. 21: EF! and 
SAFE Crack Hetch-Hetchy, 
Environmental Strategy for ’80s, 
“Road Spiking,” Marshall’s 1936 
Roadless Area Inventory, Update 
on Little Granite 
SAMHAIN Nov. 1: BLM wil- 
derness inventory in Utah 
exposed. Abbey on Books and 
Gurus, Closing Roads, Forest 
Service Assault on Big Wilder- 
ness. Nuclear War as an Ecolo- 
gical Issue, Guidelines on EF! 
Wilderness Proposals. 

Let us know which back issues 
you would like. Send 50® for 1st 
Class postage for each newslet- 
ter, or appropriate 3rd Class 
postage for bulk orders. 


BUMPERSTICKERS 

Long lasting vinyl — white with 
green ink. Current slogans: 

EARTH FIRST! 

REDNECKS FOR WILDER- 
NESS 

BOYCOTT COORS “BEER” 
DAMN WATT, NOT RIVERS 
DRILL WATT, NOT 
WILDERNESS 
HAYDUKE SAVES 

$1 each— add 25® postage for 
each group of two. 


BOOKS and 


ED ABBEY BOOKS 

We now have a new batch of Ed Abbey books, especially autographed! 

by Cactus Ed himself as 

a fund raiser for EF! 

Monkeywrench Gang 

$6 postpaid 

Desert Solitaire 

$6 postpaid 

Down the River 

$10 postpaid (large paperback) 

The Journey Home 

$11 (hardback) postpaid 

The Brave Cowboy 

$6 postpaid 

Fire on the Mountain 

$6 postpaid 

Black Sun 

$6 postpaid 


MONKEYWRENCH 

JEWELRY 

One inch long all-metal little 
monkeywrenches for necklaces, 
earrings, etc. Punk environmen- 
talism! Gold colored. $1 apiece. 
Add 25® shipping for every 6 you 
order. 



Name 

Street 


THE EARTH FIRST S.W.A.A.T TEAM (SAVE WILDERNESS AT ANY TIME) 

Phone ( ) 


Town 


.State . 


. Zip 


. I am willing to engage in non-violent direct action to protect wilderness & Mother Earth 
I can be ready to leave on short notice 

. I need days to be ready 

. I am willing to engage in actions almost anywhere 
I am willing to engage in actions for this area: 


. I’ll contact other S.W.A.A.T Team members in my area 


. for a special emergency fund to support EF! S.W.A.A.T. Team 


Here is $ 

. Call me if you need an emergency donation or loan for direct action 
. I can loan you money for bail on short notice 
. I can help in this way(s): 


Include any other comments. 

Return to Earth First! PO Box 235, Ely, Nevada 89301 
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KALMIOPSIS BLOCKADE BEGINS 



“The Forest Service is an out- 
law agency. If we don’t stop them 
in the Kalmiopsis, there won’t be 
any old growth forest left on the 
Pacific Coast outside of currently 
designated wilderness and 
parks.” 

So said Marcy Willow of 
Eugene as Oregon Earth First! 
launched a nonviolent blockade 
of construction of the Bald Moun- 
tain Road along the northern 
boundary of the Kalmiopsis 
Wilderness Area in southwest 
Oregon’s Siskiyou National For- 
est. “We’re here to stand with the 
big trees and Bigfoot,”said Liza- 
beth Capizzi of Corvallis. 

The controversial Forest Ser- 
vice road is designed to snake 
along the high ridge from Flat 
Top out to Bald Mountain be- 
tween the Illinois River and 
Silver Creek and “open up” 
150,000 acres of wild, rugged 
country for clearcutting. The 
road will wipe out portions of the 
popular Illinois River Trail and 
come within six inches of the Kal- 
miopsis Wilderness boundary. 
The Silver Creek country to the 
north of Bald Mountain has long 
been proposed for addition to the 
Kalmiopsis Wilderness, but op- 
position from Senator Mark 


Siskjyou grizzly and friends protest the NO G-0 Road at Regional 


Forester’s office, San Francisco. 


NO G- 


Judge Delays G-0 Road 

Obviously unimpressed bv the 
Six Rivers National Forest’s 
justification of the G-0 Road in 
northern California, U.S. 
District Judge Stanley Weigel 
told the Forest Service to delay 
any construction of the road 
through the Siskiyou roadless 
area and sacred Indian lands 
until May 14. Judge Weigel is ex- 
pected to have reached a decision 
by that time on the suit filed by 
the Sierra Club, Indian groups, 
and the State of California to 
prevent construction of the road. 

Although pleased with the 
judge’s attitude on the case, en- 
vironmentalists from the Areata 
area continue to plan a blockade 
of what they call the “NO G-0 
Road” if construction is allowed 
to proceed. “We certainly hope 
that Judge Weigel rules against 
this sacrilegious road, but if he 
doesn’t we’re ready and willing to 
blockade it with our bodies,” said 
one. A NO G-0 Road Rally is 


— photo by Chuck Barry 


ROAD 


planned for Saturday, May 14, at 
the Big Flat Campground in the 
Six Rivers National Forest. 

“We’re planning to take part in 
both the NO G-0 Road and Bald 
Mountain Road blockades,” said 
Ed Heske of Berkeley Earth 
First! “You don’t have to live in 
the area for it to be your issue.” 
Other areas in California organ- 
izing affinity groups and support 
for the two blockades include San 
Francisco, Marin, Sacra- 
mento, Chico, Ukiah, and Gar- 
berville. Heske urged EF!ers in 
California to talk to their local 
contact listed in the EF! paper for 
information or to call the NO G-0 
Road hotline in Areata 707-822- 
6055. 

Dave Foreman and Johnny 
Sagebrush will be touring Cal- 
ifornia and Oregon in April and 
May organizing support for the 
blockades and there will be 
Earth First! tables at Earth 
Week activities at universities 
in both states. 


Can You Spare a Couple of 
Fins? 

There ain’t nothin' we like 
less than asking for money. But 
we sure need a little additional 
lettuce for the Bald Mountain 
Road and NO G-0 Road 
blockade. Earth First! has full- 
time people in the field helping 
to organize the actions. They 
aren’t being paid hut they need 
subsistence. Then there’s gaso- 
line, phone bills, postage, 
printing, , .'The list of expenses 
goes on and on. 

If you can't iake part in the 
blockade or don’t want to be ar- 
rested fighting for the wolver- 
ine, steelhoad, and spruce, you 
can still make a big contribu- 
tion to our effort- laiok in your 
checkbook or dig down in your 
purse or pocket and send us 
whatever you can. Five bucks, 
ten, twenty, or more. Anything 
will help. 

Send it to Earth F irst! FOB 
2M5 Ely. NY Indicate 

that i t is for the Block ade Fund 
Make your cheek out to Earth 
First’ We thank you and Big- 
foot thanks you 


INSIDE 

★ More on Blockades 

Pages 6 & 7 

* Local Groups Pg 8 

* Ned Ludd .... Pg. 10 

* California Desert 

Pg. 11 

★ Privitization . . . Pg 16 

★ Australian Rainforest 
Pg. 16 


Hatfield has prevented its pro- 
tection. 

The vast Kalmiopsis country, 
probably the largest and most 
important roadless area in 
Oregon, has been under 
sustained Forest Service attack 
for several decades. It is almost as 
if the Forest Service feels chal- 
lenged by the fragility and magic 
of the area, and must destroy it to 
prove their manhood. The values 
of the area cannot be exagger- 
ated: the world’s most diverse 
coniferous forest; rare endemic 
plants; sparkling wild rivers and 
streams providing prime steel- 
head and salmon habitat; spotted 
owl, wolverine, otter, mountain 
lion, and bear habitat; primary 
range for the legendary Big- 
foot; potential habitat for wolf 
and grizzly. Despite the diversity 
and lushness of the forest, much 
of the area is poorly forested due 
to highly mineralized soils, and 
the soils are highly susceptible to 
destruction if disturbed. The 
Forest ' Service has ignored 
reports on soil instability as well 
as other pleas for preservation. 

The Siskiyou National Forest 
is so dedicated to smashing the 
Bald Mountain Road through the 
Kalmiopsis that it has specifical- 
ly brought in 6-ft. 5-in., 220 


pound, motorcycle-riding Dis- 
trict Ranger Bob Butler to do the 
job. Butler’s main accomplish- 
ments to date are felling a tree on 
the Forest Supervisor’s car and 
using his face for an emergency 
brake on his motorcycle, accord- 
ing to one local Earth Firstler. 
“We’re not afraid of him,” said 
Marcy Willow. “The Forest Ser- 
vice will learn that the wilder- 
ness is bigger than all of us.” 

The blockade was organized by 
affinity groups of Earth First! 
from Grants Pass, Medford, 
Eugene and Corvallis, with help 
from the Bigfoot Preservation 
Society. “We need help from all 
over Oregon, California, and the 
West,” Lizabeth Capizzi said in 
urging the formation of other 
affinity groups to take part. 
“We’re saving old growth forest 
everywhere.” 

“We're in this for the long run,” 
said Mike Roselle, from Jackson, 
Wyoming. “If necessary we’ll be 
here ’til snow flies in the fall.” He 
urged people to phone the special 
Kalmiopsis Blockade hotline in 
Grants Pass at 503-474-0259 or 
their local Earth First! contact 
for an up-to-date information and 
instructions on joining the block- 
ade. 

See Pages 6 & 7 


WATT AT LAKE FOUL 


The following article is from a 
press release from Del Webb, Inc. 
Naturally we can't let the 20th 
Birthday of Glen Canyon Damn 
and Lake Foul go without cele- 
bration. Especially with our 
friend Jim Watt there! Earth 
First! is planni ng lots of fireworks 
for the event. Meet us at Lone Rock 
Campground in the Glen Canyon 
National Recreation Area on the 
evening of May 18. Call your local 
EF! contact and arrange a 
car pool to the Damn. Call Spurs 
Jackson 801-355-2151, for more 
information or to suggest parlor 
games. See you there. 

PHOENIX. AZ (Feb. 28)-As 
birthday parties go, the one 
scheduled May 19 at the Arizona- 
Utah border will begranderthan 
John Wesley Powell could have 
imagined. But then, the lake 
occupying canyons mapped by 
the one-armed Civil War veteran 
is more spectacular than Powell 
or his contemporaries could 
visualize — 186 miles long with 
1960 miles of shoreline. 

Keynote anniversary luncheon 
speaker at Wahweap Lodge and 
Marina near Page, Arizona will 
be James Watt, Secretary of the 
Interior. 

Like any party for a popular 
20-year-old, many “friends” will 
participate — the gateway cities 
of Page and Kanab, National 
Park Service, Bureau of Reclam- 
ation and Del E. Webb Recre- 


ational Properties, which oper- 
ates Lake Powell’s five marinas. 

May 19th festivities will begin 
with christening of new tour 
boats at the Arizona-Utah state 
line, one each by Arizona Gov- 
ernor Bruce Babbitt and Utah 
Governor Scott Matheson. Other 
officials will participate in 
luncheon and ribbon-cutting 
ceremonies. 

It was the spring of 1963 that 
diversion tunnels closed on Glen 
Canyon Dam and Colorado River 
water began backing into the 96 
red-rock canyons which provide 
Lake Powell its distinct charac- 
ter. Long before the lake filled to 
capacity in June, 1980, it pos- 
sessed a year-around, worldwide 
appeal to boaters, fishermen, 
photographers, hikers and 
nature lovers in general. 

“Lake Powell means many 
things to many people,” says 
Dave Johnson, presidentof Del E. 
Webb Recreational Properties. 
“It also is an unqualified success, 
economically and sociologically, 
and an excellent example of 
cooperation between government 
and private enterprise.” 

Del E. Webb Recreational 
properties, which began Lake 
Powell operations in 1975, is one 
of the nation’s largest wilderness 
recreation and hospitality man- 
agement companies. 

See Page 13 
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Around the Campfire 

vous, the Southeast Rendezvous, 
and the Salt Lake City benefit 
rally and concert. Y’all come. 

Although the long-promised 
Earth First! Wilderness Preserve 
System Map is not in this issue, it 
is being worked on and should 
soon be ready for publication. 

John Seed will be sending in a 
detailed report on the successful 
Franklin River Blockade with 
photographs for the June 21 issue 
of EF!. Suffice it to say, the 
March 5 election in Australia was 
a Green victory of the highest 
magnitude. The Labour Party 
swept the elections with pro- 
mises of stopping the Franklin 
River Damn, saving the rain- 
forests, preserving the Great 
Barrier Reef, prohibiting new 
uranium mining, and much 
more. Our Presidential candi- 
dates who claim to be champions 
of the environment should take 
warning and we environmental- 
ists should hold their feet to the 
Green Fire. (California Senator 
Alan Cranston, for example, 
claims to be Green but is a major 
support of the G-0 Road through 
the Siskiyous.) 

This' and the last issue were 
produced with the enthusiastic 
help of Marcy Willow, Mike 
Roselle, Diane Fouts, and Ken 
Sanders. Thanks friends. You 
make my editor’s job easy. 

- DF 



Aha! I’ve finally figured out 
why most publications demand 
that any submissions be double- 
spaced and typed. The crammed- 
together chicken scratchings on 
the backs of old envelopes are just 
too much to take any more. 

So. . .A new editorial policy. To 
wit: (1) Double-space your 
articles, reports, letters-to-the- 
editor, essays, etc., so that it is 
possible to edit them. 2) Type or 
carefully print your piece so it 
can be read by me and the type- 
setter (that’s me!) 3) Use a diction- 
ary. You can look up the proper 
spelling of a word as easily as I 
can. 4) Don’t send rough drafts. 
Draft it, read it, revise it, rewrite 
the run-on sentences, and do a 
clean copy to send in. 5) Be brief. 
Space is limited, try to say what 
you want to say in as short a space 
as possible. Leave the flowery 
prose to Chateaubriand.. It is 
better for you to edityour piece to 
a reasonable length rather than 
leave it to me or, worse yet, Marcy 
Willow’s heartless red pencil. 

Most importantly, though, 
keep sending your work in. Ea rth 
First! certainly is receiving the 
most diverse, inspiring, interest- 




ing, and entertaining material of 
any environmental publication. 

Many of you have requested in- 
formation on local groups. We are 
highlighting that in this issue 
and pages 8 & 9 should help you. 
Nonetheless, we can’t tell you 
what to do. Read EF! , see what 
others are doing, and be creative. 
If you want to meet others of the 
Earth First! persuasion, there 
will be plenty of opportunity this 
year: the Kalmiopsis and Siski- 
yous blockades, Glen Canyon 
Damn Birthday Party with Jim 
Watt, the Round River Rendez- 



Lexers 

to the 
Editor 


Letters to the Editor 

Letters to the editor are 
encouraged. Lengthy letters 
may be edited for space re- 
quirements. Be sure to indicate 
if you wish your name and loca- 
tion to appear. Send to PO Box 
235, Ely, NV 89301. 


Dear Earthfirsllers. 

Thank you for all the good work 
you do. It can never be apprecia- 
ted enough. One warning for you 
though: 

Excessive beer drinking, even 
just a lot of beer drinking, eats 
away the lining of the colon and 
leads to cancer. 

I like beer too, but we should 
keep the risks in mind. 

Take care of yourselves. We 


To the editor. 

I was shocked and dismayed to 
learn that Earth First!, a sup- 
posed leader in the quest for free- 
dom of expression, has deter- 
mined that my drawing entitled. 
“The day all the birds crapped on 
Jim Watt,” is unsuitable for publi- 
cation. I felt it was my duty to 
depict this actual event as it 
occurred, without "pulling any 
punches." 

I will, however, reluctantly 
accept this editorial decision and. 
in fact, realize that the more 
squeamish among us may find 
the sight of our feathered friends 
defecating on the Secretary of the 
Interior too unsettling. 

1 submit in its stead, a depic- 
tion of a similar event which 
occurred just weeks ago. 1 hope 
you will find it less offensive. It is 
entitled. “The day the birds urin- 
ated on Jim Watt.” 

With warmest regards. 

Jim Stiles 
Moab. UT 


Dear Editor and other low 
printlife: 

RE: Jim Stiles’ unoriginal, 
tasteless cartoon about Jimbob 
Watt trying to tell his ass from a 
hole in the ground. If we can’t 
make savage, vicious, personal 
attacks on people of Watt’s ilk 
(Raygun, Gore-such, But-ford, 
Cruel & Co.) is life really worth 
living? At what or to whom do we 
direct and vent our hostilities and 
misgivings about society? Mom? 
Apple Pie? The Flag? 

The two Jims have elevated the 
debate to a whole new plane, (and 
I don’t mean the one with all the 
little monkey wrenches falling 
out of it on last issue’s back cover, 
either— I suppose you thought 
that was funny!) to a new level of 
spiritual consciousness, if you 
will: what I’m trying to say is to 
properly know and/or under- 
stand a geekball like Watt, first 
ya gotta be a geekball, get down 
in the mud and wrestle with the 
pasty white shellfish men call 
666. . .1 say more of that curmud- 
geon Stiles’ sick tasteless humor. 
I hear he’s got a new one entitled 
“The Day All the Birds Shat on 
James Watt,” that you refused to 
print!! The freedom of the press 
belongs to the corporate entity 
that owns one. . .we have met the 
enemy and he is us. . .Live Free or 
Die. . .Don’t Tread on Me. . . 
LSMFT. . .famous potatoes. . . 
Oklahoma is ok. . .colorful Colo- 
rado. . .wild wonderful 
Wyoming. . .big sky country. . . 
UTAH. . .radioactive wonder- 
land of the west. . . 

THE IOLA-ATOLLAH 
Ed. Note: Okay, oka if. No more 
l»issij-footimj. See this issue. 


need you. 

—A Portland doctor 
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JOHN ZAELIT 


THANKS 

Thanks to you who havesent 
in contributions for Cecelia’s 
guitar and for the Neil Cobb/ 
Bob Seeley Defense Fund. 
Cecelia is having a new guitar 
made and we hope she will be 
back on the road with us soon. 
We still need contributions to 
help with Neil’s and Bob’s ex- 
penses. Make your check out to 
Earth First! and send it to POB 
235, Ely, NV 89301. Enclose a 
note that it is for the Cobb/ 
Seeley Defense Fund. 


EARTH FIRST! 
Beltane Edition 
May 1, 1983 
Vol. Ill, No. IV 

Earth First! is a publication of. 
The Circle of Darkness. Entire 1 
contents are copyrighted, 1982,’ 
but we’re more than happy to 
allow reprinting if credit isi 
given. Earth First! is a forum for 
the radical environmental move-; 
ment and responsibility rests, 
with the respective authors and) 
correspondents. While Earth 
First! does not accept the author-i 
ity of the heirarchical state,' 
nothing herein is intended to run ! 
us aloul of its police power. 
Agents prorocateurs will be] 
dealt with by the Grizzly Defense' 
League on the Mirror Plateau.; 

Contributions are welcomed 
and should be typed or carefully 
printed, double-spaced, and sent 
with an SASE. All contributions 
should be sent to POB 235, Ely, 
Nevada 89301 except for poetry 
which should go to Art Good- 
times, POB 1008, Telluride, CO 
84135. 

Dave Foreman, Editor 
Bart Koehler, Associate Editor 
Wildcat Annie, 

Merchandise Coordinator 
Bill Devall, Associate Editor 
Art Goodtimes, Poetry Editor 
John Seed, 

Australian Correspondent 
Staff: Mike Roselle, Marcy 
Willow, Diane Fouts, Spurs. 
-Jackson, Mad Jack 
Jackson Hole EF!, Mailing 



Dear Fellow Environmental 
Friends and Anarchists: 

Reading the Sierra Club news- 
letter from Wisconsin. I discover- 
ed an article about your group. I’d 
like to get your newsletter. 
Coming from West Germany, 
where the Green Party will 
hopefully get into parliament. I 
sometimes think the U.S. envir- 
onmentalists are too lame in their 
actions. 

—Madison, WI 


Dear EF! 

Your address is hard to find. 
Perhaps you could spray paint it 
on the face of Glen Canyon Damn. 

— Tucson. AZ 

Dear EF! 

Thought you'd like the joke 
making the Sierra Club rounds 
here in Arizona: "Q: What's the 
Earth First! idea fora wilderness 
bill in Arizona? A: Cherrystem 
Phoenix." 

— Tempe. AZ 




The Enemy that Lies Within 

A couple of years ago, when I 
was working for the terribly 
moderate Wyoming Wilderness 
Association, I helped put toget- 
her a proposal for a million-acre 
“Red Desert National Conser- 
vation Area,” which was widely 
supported by conservationists 
throughout Wyoming. The 
proposal is conservative, allow- 
ing for continued mineral explor- 
ation within the area, but not 
within the unit’s few small pro- 
posed wildernesses. Yet, at a 
recent public hearing held by 
Wyoming’s BLM, a coalition of 
moderate conservation groups, 
not including the Wyoming 
Wilderness Association, sold out 
the proposal by endorsing Wil- 
derness for only seven out of 13 
Wilderness Study Areas in the 
Rock Springs BLM district. 
These spineless men and women 
were afraid that they would lose 
everything if they were to sup- 
port more wilderness. In taking 
this cowering dog stance, they 
have made it even more difficult 
than it otherwise would have 
been for serious wilderness advo- 
cates to secure the kind of eco- 
system protection that this 
magnificent high desert deserves 
(Earth First! has proposed a mil- 
lion-acre wilderness in which all 
existing roads and developments 
are to be removed and obliter- 
ated.). 

Here in Jackson, a local land 
use planning group has recently 
become active in public lands/ 


wilderness issues. The “Alliance” 
does have some good people at 
work, and has become involved 
(but only after a certain amount 
of prodding) in the legal battle to 
stop Getty Oil from raping the 
Gros Ventre. But this outfit has 
also undercut the efforts of other 
conservationists by not recom- 
mending certain key roadless 
areas for Wilderness Designa- 
tion. They’ve also, in a well- 
meaning but misguided attempt 
to enlist broad-based support, 
reached an agreement with the 
local Chamber of Commerce re- 
garding mineral leasing on the 
Bridger- Teton National Forest. 
The Alliance-Chamber agree- 
ment also undercuts our efforts 
by recommending that leasing — 
and. therefore, oil exploration 
and development — be allowed in 
some of these same key roadless 
areas. As one might expect, the 
Forest Service loves the Alliance; 
their proposals are always mod- 
erate, and they even let agency 
officials attend their meetings. 
Whenever the Freddies wish to 
acknowledge environmentalist 
input on a project or a land use 
plan, they use the Alliance, thus 
creating the illusion that en- 
vironmentalists are not much 
opposed to what the agency is 
doing. Consequently, these 
respectable citizens sometimes 
make wilderness/ecosystem pro- 
tection very difficult. 

Seven years ago, when I was 
the Wyoming Representative for 
Friends of the Earth, I thought 
that my friend Randall Gloege 


(now an EF! contact in Montana) 
was going too far when he as- 
serted that many conservation- 
ists were doing more harm than 
good. I naively believed that 
anyone who was in the “move- 
ment” was a positive force, 
however small. Not any more, 
amigos. On too many occasions, 
environmentalists are their own 
worst enemy. 

I am an advocate of diversity. 
We need it in the ranks of Earth 
Defenders. We need diversity 
both in viewpoints and in tactics. 
It is important that we have 
groups like the Sierra Club 
taking less radical positions than 
Earth First! takes. We even need 
groups to work out agreements 
and to form coalitions (but only 
when common goals exist) with 
the bastions of this society; even 
with chambers of commerce and 
the like. HOWEVER, these out- 
fits are doing us all a disservice- 
hell, they’re sticking it to Mother 
Earth — by taking positions that 
are too moderate, too accomo- 
dating to the corporate turds that 
are hell-bent on ravaging the 
planet. Frankly, I’m getting tired 
of these compromisers pulling 
the rug out from under me. It is 
time that ALL activists realize 
that every time they “compro- 
mise.” the opposition becomes 
that much stronger. Does Exxon 
propose a wilderness each time 
the Sierra Club recommends an 
area for non-wilderness? Does the 
Forest Service propose to create a 
wilderness recovery area each 
time they destroy a de-facto 
wilderness? Of course not. Com- 



promise is a two-way street. The ' 
environmental movement has 
never really compromised much. 
But we’ve sure given a lot away. 

There’s another angle here. I 
used to believe that the way to 
enlist people into the wilderness 
war was to make conservative 
proposals, so that people who 
didn’t ordinarily consider them- 
selves to be environmentalists 
would support our efforts and 
become involved in the battle. 
When I helped found Earth First! 
three years ago. I thought that it 
would be the “sacrificial lamb”of 
the environmental movement; we 
would make the Sierra Club look 
moderate by taking positions that 
most people would consider ridi- 
culous. Wrong! Earth First! pro- 
posals and tactics make sense. 
They make sense not only to 
crazed wilderness fanatics like 
myself, but also to a wide variety 
of people who are not and have 
never been locked in to the 
narrow dogma of the straight 
environmental movement. I’m 
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talking cowboys, auto mechanics, 
musicians, construction workers, 
wilderness guides, bouncers, 
cooks, dishwashers, welfare 
bums, topless dancers, and white 
collar office workers. Rednecks 
and granola crunchers. I’m 
talking about individuals who 
care about what is happening to 
our planet. 

Who cares if a Sierra Club 
lobbyist thinks we’re crazy? Who 
gives a damn if a bureaucrat 
thinks we’re unrealistic? In a 
world where it is possible that 
Homo sapiens will drive nearly 
half the species on this planet to 
extinction by early in the 21st 
century, the Earth First! whole 
ecosystem approach to land pre- 
servation is the ONLY approach 
that really makes sense. If we 
continue to do our job, Earth 
First! will become an effective 
grassroots movement during the 
remainder of the twentieth cen- 
tury, and beyond. Our radical 
ideas of today will be reality, 
tomorrow. 


EDITORIAL 

THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

The departure of Anne Gorsuch Burford and the other criminals at 
the Environmental Protection Agency is no cause for celebration. And 
the appointment of William Ruckelshaus to head EPA is the worst thing 
that could have happened. 

Like Jim Watt, Gorsuch and the other corporate toadies at EPA have 
been merely carrying out Ronald Reagan’s policies of corrupting 
environmental protection and catering to< Big Business. Their problem 
was that they did it blatantly and that they had obnoxious public 
personalities (like Jim Watt). Because of this, they were easy to attack 
and were easy to thwart. The most dangerous of Reagan’s appointments 
was not Gorsuch, was not Watt, but was John Crowell as Assistant 
Secretary of Agriculture. Crowell has quietly and effectively gone 
about his job of turning the National Forests over to Louisiana-Pacific 
and the other big timber outfits. 

Bill Ruckelshaus, despite his Mr. Clean image, will continue to do 
Reagan’s (and the polluters’) bidding. But like Crowell, he will do it 
quietly and effectively. Reagan will probably soon replace Jim Watt 
with a Ruckelshaus clone (or maybe even with Ruckelshaus himself 
after he heroically and with great public fanfare “cleans up” EPA). The 
firing of Jim Watt would be a monumental tragedy from our standpoint 
and could seriously weaken the chances of tossing Reagan out on his ear 
in 1984. 

Instead of cautiously praising the firing of Ice Queen Annie and the 
appointment of Weyerhauser executive Ruckelshaus, the big national 
conservation groups should be demanding criminal charges against 
Gorsuch and company, serious investigation of White House 
involvement in the EPA scandal and the impeachment of Ronald 
Reagan. We have gone after the cosmetic blemishes of the Reagan 
Administration for too long — the crooked teeth, the bad breath, the 
finger in the nose of Watt, Gorsuch, and Lavelle. Ronald Reagan, old 
silver screen idol that he is, is a master at cosmetics. Ruckelshaus is a 
face lift and nothing more. Despite the pancake makeup and hair dye 
the essential evil remains. It is Ronald Reagan. 


Dear Earth First!, 

I read about you in Outside 
magazine and then rushed out 
and got all the Abbey books. 

I am a 60-year-old woman 
exiled in Connecticut. I’ve spent 
lots of, and the best parts of, my 
life in Colorado, before the Inva- 
sion. I share Mr. Abbey’s rever- 
ence for the exquisite wilderness 
and its creatures; and so am filled 
with despair and fury when I 
visit relatives in Colorado. It is 
comforting, inspiring, and 
exciting to know that there are 
people out there who feel strongly 
enough to do what you can to pro- 
tect the remains. 

I find the Sierra Club and other 
such organizations to be 
helpful— clout in numbers — but 
frustrating to one who would, if 
younger and trained, be 
delighted to put out of commis- 
sion everything from Mr. Watt to 
Tourist Accommodations. 

-Cos Cob, CT 


hello people — 

after reading the story in 
outside magazine about you and 
your unique way of dealing with 
the insanity called progress, i 
knew i had to find out who the hell 
you guys are. i never did have 
much faith in the borgeois 
organizations with their duties to 
save the environment, the 
animals, or the whales, their 
efforts are commendable but the 
means just don’t make it for me. i 
have long since decided to fight 
my own private battle against the 
sloth of development and indif- 
ference. i was involved with the 
now-defunct clamshell alliance 
in new hampshire, but that was 
slowly swallowed up by the 
larger money making anti- 
nuclear organizations, no thank 
you. 

well enough. 

is there hope in your crazy eyes? 
can there really be people out 
there who care and are choosing 
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to do something about it? have 
abbey's writings struck home for 
others too? let's hear it for the 
crack in glen canyon damn — 
so maybe you can send me some 
information, are you even taking 
new members? i want to help, i'd 
like to give this earth more than 
just 50-odd years of garbage and 
footprints. 

i wait for your reply and though i 
am a vegetarian and don’t even 
drink beer, the lunacy is there, 
how about it guys? 

— any plans for hoover? 

— Pinedale. CA 

Dear Hiirth First! 

On a recent rip to Costa Rica. I 
wore my EF! t-shirt and ran into 
another EF!er even down there! 

—San Francisco 


Dear Earth First!, 

Please send the Johnny Sage- 
brush tape and songbook to our 
friend here in Grand Canyon. He 
always said Lake Powell was bad, 
but that as long as it was here, we 
might as well enjoy it. I asked 
him if he would say that if some- 
body turned his dog into ham- 
burger. 

— Grand Canyon, AZ 

Dear EF! 

Hurray for Ed Abbey and the 
rest of you! He's my favorite 
author, the monkey wrench is my 
favorite tool (well, almost!)— and 
being a dropout from the Gray 
Panthers, I’d like to find out 
what’s going on with you guys. 

— Wisconsin 


Dear EF! 

Despite the size of the Earth 
First! movement. 1 honestly be-, 
lieve I've seen its name in the 
headlines as much as the 300,000 
member strong Sierra Club. 
Keep up the good work! 

— Dodge City. KS 

Ed. note: We eon thine to receire a 
flood of mail about Earth First! 
While nr can't respond personalia 
to all of you, ire hope thatth is issue 
of Earth First! answers your 
questions. If you a re interested in 
becoming aetire with EF! or 
getting involved with a local EF! 
cont'd. Page 9 
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EARTH FIRST! PROPOSES 5.7 MILLION 
ACRES OF WILDERNESS FOR WYOMING 


National Forest 

Earth First! has proposed a 4.7 
million acre national forest wil- 
derness alternative for 
Wyoming’. The EF! proposal, 
which has received widespread 
publicity within the state, was 
made public shortly after the 
Wyoming Congressional Dele- 
gation reintroduced their so- 
called “Wyoming Wilderness 
Act.” This miserable bill would 
open 3'/ a million acres of wild 
country to the bulldozer and the 
chainsaw, while protecting only 
about 600,000 acres of mostly 
alpine (rock and ice) terrain. The 
Sierra Club and the Wyoming 
Wilderness Association have 
previously endorsed a mere 2.4 
million acres for Wilderness desig- 
nation (Alternative W), while the 
Forest Service, via the now- 
defunct RARE II process, had 
proposed a paltry 1.2 million 
acres of land for protection, 

Howie Wolke, the EF! wilder- 
ness Coordinator for Wyoming 
said. “Our Congressional Dele- 
gation, led by the Senator from 
Big Oil. Malcolm Wallop, is at- 
tempting to facilitate one of the 
great corporate land grabs in 
U.S. history. We will fight for our 
land and our wildlife in Con- 
gress, in the courts, and if neces- 
sary, in the trees!” 

The EF! proposal includes all 
national forest areas identified as 
roadless during the RARE II in- 
ventory. It also includes a 
number of roaded areas in which 
all existing developments would 
be phased out and obliterated 
(wilderness recovery areas). Most 
importantly, the EF! proposal’s 
wilderness boundaries are based 
upon the ecological wholeness of 
each area, and noton the location 
of existing intrusions or adminis- 
trative divisions. 

Here are some examples: 

• a 500,000 acre Gros Ventre 
Wilderness 

• a combined Grayback-South 
Wyoming Range Wilderness of 

375.000 acres 

• a 165,000 acre Mt. Leidy 
Wilderness (this abused area 
would be a wilderness recovery 
area) 

• a 225,000 acre expansion of 
Grand Teton National Park, to 
include the entire West Slope of 
the Tetons, currently part of the 
Targhee National Forest. The 
EF! Proposal would also close 
and rehabilitate the narrow for- 
est road, that separates the Tetons 
from the southwestern corner of 
Yellowstone National Park, thus 
creating a combined wilderness 
of nearly 800,000 acres. 

• a 400,000 acre Cloud Peak 
Wilderness • a 60,000 acre 
Laramie Peak Wilderness 

• a 200,000 acre Popo Agie 
Wilderness 

• 150.000 acres of additions to 
the North Absaroka Wilderness 

• 235,000 acres of additions to 
the Washakie Wilderness (not 
including the DuNoir) 

• 265,000 acres of additions to 
the Bridger Wilderness 

• And more 

H ELP: The bill may have 
already passed the Senate at the 
time of this publication. ALL 
Earth Firstlers should write 
their delegation, opposing the 
Wyoming Wilderness Act. This is 
especially important for Wyo- 
ming members, and for those in 
Ohio. Congressman John Sie- 
berling (D-Ohio) is Chairman of 
the House subcommittee on 
Public Lands. He should hear 
from all of us. 

NATIONAL FOREST 
WILDERNESS PROPOSAL 
FOR WYOMING (acres): 

West Slope Tetons: 218,000* 
Palisades: 275,000** 

Corridor: 28.000 


Togwotee: 25,000 

Gros Ventre: 500,000 

Mt. Leidy: 160.000 

Bridger Wilderness Additions: 

265.000 

Gravback-Wvoming Range: 

375.000 

Salt River Range: 290,000 
Commissary Ridge: 200.000 
Gannett-Spring Creek: 66,000*** 
Popo Agie: 200.000 
Fitzpatrick Wilderness Addi- 
tions: 38.000 
Little Popo Agie: 25,000 
Deep Lake: 140,000**** 

Wyoming High Lakes: 40,000 
North Absaroka Wilderness 
Additions: 150.000 
DuNoir: 75,000 

Washakie Wilderness Additions 
(excluding DuNoir): 235,000 
Munger Mountain: 12.900 
Cloud Peak: 400.000 
Little Bighorn: 200,000 
Horse Creek Mesa: 105.000 
Walker Prairie: 65,000 
Bighorn South: 50,000 
Grommund Creek: 28,000 
Laramie Peak: 60,000 
Houston Park: 85.000 
Encampment River: 35.000 
Savage Run-Platte River: 90,000 
Greater Snowv Range: 135,000 
Sand Creek: 50,000 
Nugent Park West: 7,640 
Ham’s Fork Ridge: 13,950 
Sibley Lake: 12.290 
Labonte Canyon: 24.000 
Deer Creek-Buffalo Peak: 38,000 
North Sierra Madre: 85.000 
Sandstone: 15,000 
Bear Mountain: 13,430 
Libby Flats: 16,440 
Sheep Mountain: 23,000 
East Medicine Bow (3 units): 

23.000 

Bruce Mountain: 5,630 

*out of a 225,000 acre pro- 
posed addition to Grand 
Teton National Park 
**130,000 acres in Wyoming, 

145.000 acres in Idaho 
*46.000 acres in Wyoming. 

20.000 acres ; n Idaho 
****115.000 acres in Wyoming, 

25.000 acres in Montana 
Red Desert 

Earth First! has proposed a 

975.000 acre Red Desert 
Natural Area in southwestern 
Wyoming. The proposed unit 
would include a number of exist- 
ing dirt roads, mineral develop- 
ments, and ORV areas, all of 
which would be reclaimed, 
revegetated, and allowed to 
revert to a natural, undisturbed 
condition. EF! also advocates the 
reintroduction of bison, wolves, 
and all other extirpated native 
species, into the unit. The entire 
area would be withdrawn from 
mineral entry, and no new road 
construction, under any circum- 
stances, would be allowed. 

The Red Desert is a wonder- 
land of shifting sand dunes 
underlain by perrennial snow 
and ice, spectacular escarpments, 
rolling oceans of sagebrush and 
grass, true saltbush desert, 
critical nesting sites for a wide 
variety of raptors, the largest 
herd of Pronghorn “antelope" in 
the world, and one of the few 
remaining “lowland” (the desert 
is in the shadow of the Wind 
River Range, at an elevation of 

6.000 to 8.000 feet) elk herds in 
the western U.S. This incredibly 
rich and diverse area is under 
intense pressure from oil, gas. 
uranium, and off-road vehicle 
interests. Most conservationists 
realize that unless some kind of 
protective action is taken in the 
near future, it will be too late for 
the Red Desert. 

At a recent BLM hearing in 
Rock Springs, several conser- 
vation groups, including the 
Sierra Club, sold out the Red 
Desert by recommending 
Wilderness for only four tiny 
areas. However, as Howie Wolke 


CLEARCUTS 

OF 

OREGON 

by RR 

The least of my wishes is that my 
fossilized corpse will be recov- 
ered and studied by some sup- 
posedly superior life form which 
regards knowledge as a tool for 
the exploitation of lesser life 
forms. The greatest of my wishes 
is that my physical and spiritual 
essence will linger upon the 
Earth to enrich life in its eco- 
logically simplest form. The most 
desirable locale into which my 
flesh could melt is the rich virgin 
forest of western Oregon. 

But Oregon stands like a 
defiled virgin within the tortured 
ravages of the 1980s. The womb 
of the West is coveted by thieving 
vandals of the timber industry 
who will not rest until the total 
liquidation of Oregon’s Old 
Growth forests is accomplished. 

I have been accused by some of 
my more moderate environment- 
al colleagues of being overly 
emotional. “Why don’tyou cut the 
bleeding heart shit and start 
talking economics?” That’s 
typical of the comments I receive. 
Well, if the prospect of losing the 
last frayed remnants of Oregon’s 
Old Growth Forests is not enough 
excuse to be emotional, then there 
is no excuse, and we can all revert 
to the 20th century robotics men- 
tality commonly exhibited by 
corporate economists. But I don’t 
think I could ever puton the guise 
of the “reasonable” timber 
industry executive, whose heart 
beats to the mechanical rhythms 
of Earth gouging machines, and 
whose heartless ignorance is 
measured in board feet. 
(MMBF.) He can afford to be 
cool. All he has to lose is what’s 
left of the cheap public timber. 

No. my friends, I will not be 
reasonable. Twenty years of 
being reasonable has gotten the 
Oregon Conservationists virtual- 
ly nowhere. Oregon’s 1.3 million 
acres of combined wilderness and 
national parks puts us next to last 
of all the states in the West in the 
amount of land preserved in its 
natural condition. And damn 
little of what’s protected is actu- 
ally forested. One of the invisible 
doomsmen of natural resource 
consumption evidently decided 
that Oregon was going to be 
America’s timber basket, and so 
far those plans are succeeding. 
Ninety-five percent of the timber 
growing potential of the state of 
Oregon is in the greedy hands of 
the timber industry. One percent 
is designated wilderness. But in- 
dustry wants that last 4%, which 
is unprotected wilderness; liter- 
ally a federal subsidy of inex- 
pensive old growth timber from 
what’s left pf Oregon’s wild 
public lands. 

It is quite obvious that the 
Timber Industry is trying to 


stated in his hearing testimony: 
“Earth First! believes the BLM 
Wilderness Review to be an ille- 
gitimate and immoral process, 
guaranteed by its very nature to 
assure the continued destruction 
of America's vast public domain. 
Earth First! will not accept a 
couple of tiny wilderness units. . . 
surrounded by a sea of devasta- 
tion. These roadless areas are 
valqable only as a part of the 
Red Desert as an ecological unit." 

Wolke pointed out that of over 
17 million acres of BLM lands in 
Wyoming, only 582.000 acres are 
even being considered for Wil- 
derness bv the BLM. 

H ELP: Write the BLM (Rock 
Springs District, Box 1869. Rock 
Springs, WY 82901) in support of 
the EF! proposal. Wyoming sub- 
scribers should also write gov- 
ernor Ed Herschler. 


encourage the philosophy that 
the only purpose of public inter- 
ests is to feed them to sawmills. 
And the Forest Service makes a 
heavy stroke toward that cause. 
An average of 8.5 billion board 
feet of timber is cut from Ore- 
gon's forests yearly. Roughly 30% 
of all the timber cut on public 
lands in America is cut in 
Oregon. 

The spectacular Fir-Hemlock- 
Cedar Forests of the Blue River 
Country are gone forever. The 
McKenzie. Santiam, Clackamas, 
and Umpqua River systems flow 
on borrowed ground, having 
mostly tree farms for a back- 
drop. Only four small patchs of 
uncut forest (the largest being 

12,000 acres) exist in the entire 
Coast Range, where awesome 
Rain Forests once dominated the 
landscape. The pine forests of 
eastern Oregon are being mined 
at an alarmingly accelerated 
pace, with the emphasis on pro- 
posed wilderness. The Forest 
Service is intensifying its assault 
on Oregon’s primitive forests. Of 
the 32 areas proposed for wilder- 
ness designation in a House bill 
introduced by Oregon Congress- 
men, 24 have timber sales 
planned within their boundaries. 
Many contain sales which have 
already been sold, and could be 
cut at any time. 

This wilderness legislation, 
which would designate 1.1 
million acres of new wilderness 
in Oregon, has passed the House. 
Although obviously severely 
lacking, the bill does contain 
some forests, including the 
Middle Santiam, literally the last 
significant remnant of the uncut 
western Cascade Douglas Fir 
Forest. 

But the bill will eventually 
encounter the proverbial chain- 
saw in the Senate, where Senator 
Hatfield, ever ready to legislate 
the whims of the Timber Indus- 
try, will undoubtedly axe out the 
more heavily timbered areas. 

Needless to say. the wild forests 
of Oregon are in danger of being 
totally liquidated. Actually, even 
if all of Oregon’s remaining 
primitive forests were protected, 
all that would remain would be 
mere token patches of old growth 
amidst a barren sea of clearcuts. 
That is the complexion of our 
land here, but such as it is, we will 
fight for it. 

I used to ask myself which is 
philosophically correct: To dis- 
mantle the forests borne of 
nature’s timeless labour with the 
fulcrum of technological prowess 
to further a frail system of brief 
economic survival, or to seek to 
let some trees (albeit the last wild 
trees) stand, not only as a fur- 
therance of biological strivingfor 
survival, but out of respect for the 
consequences or designs which 
conceived the world. I don’t 
believe I have to appologize for 
my conclusion (ecological con- 
science evolves of itself), nor do 
any of us need to apologize for 
using whatever means is 
necessary to achieve what is both 
philosophically and ecologically 
correct. Such deeds are borne of 
the Earth itself. 

It is all too clear that the legis- 
lative avenues to achieve protec- 
tion of Oregon's last stands of 
virgin forest are proving futile, 
and major conservation organ- 
izations are for some reason 
frightened of filing a RAR E II 
lawsuit. There is nothing left but 
to make a final desperate stand to 
save what is left of a wild Oregon 
from the brazen chainsaws of the 
greedy timber mongers. That 
time will come soon, when the 
political wheels* have chewed up 
all the alternatives. I am hopeful 
that all of my EF! brothers and 
sisters will heed the call when it 
comes, as it surely will, to come to 
Oregon and defend these embat- 
tled forests. Bring your emotions 
with you. 


ESCALANTE 

Believe it or not, Earth First! 
has finally arrived in Escalante, 
Utah (really Boulder, Utah). No 
matter, it’s close enough. Next 
thing you know Earth First! will 
be in Hanks'ville! Actually, we 
are a hearty band of six, living in 
the middle of the largest roadless 
area in the continental U.S. The 
wilderness here is inspiring 
which unfortunately is not the 
case with the long-time residents. 
Ken Sleight’s jeep was pushed off 
a cliff. Robert Redford was 
burned in effigy. 

The BLM has been doing their 
dirty work well, too. Three of the 
four Instant Study Areas in the 
state of Utah surround us, but 
most locals are not impressed. In 
response to the attitude of the 
county commissioners among 
others, the BLM has reduced the 
size of the North Escalante Can- 
yon I.S.A. by 60,000 acres, orover 
50%. The Cedar City District, led 
by Morgan Jensen, had a 33% 
wilderness recommendation, 
with the Kanab Resource Area at 
about 10%. We were fortunate to 
have Congressman Seiberling 
here his winter to view this BLM 
nightmare. 

Mr. Jensen showed all his 
colors. 

* In the eastern portion of the 
Escalante Canyon lies Horse 
Canyon, Little Death Hollow, and 
Wolverine Canyon Petrified 
Wood Area — 30,000 acres 
dropped from the wilderness 
review by BLM for uranium 
alaims. Some of these claims are 
under the name “Mindless 
Marxist Ecologists for Russia,” 
which is a synonym for Schauss 
Exploration, the same company 
involved in the Henry Mountain 
director’s exception referred to in 
Clive Kincaid’s article on the 
BLM. By the way, the Schauss’ 
are out of business for a while 
since they were closed down by 
the BLM for turning over Ana- 
sazi ruins with a backhoe. This 
v*as after the feds had failed to 
shut them down for such minor 
offenses as non-compliance with 
reclamation laws, illegal drilling 
in a W.S.A., and illegal drilling in 
Capitol Reef National Park. Next 
to this 30,000 acres of dropped 
wilderness is Cott Mesa, a 20,000 
acre area dropped by the BLM in 
the Intensive Inventory. Adja- 
cent to both these areas lies the’ 
Waterpocket Fold of Capitol Reef 
N.P. and the Purple Hills of Glen 
Canyon N.R.A. This area is the 
only area in the N.R.A.’s Esca- 
lante Canyons dropped by the 
N.P.S. from wilderness consider- 
ation because of “resource con- 
flicts.” Here the battle of the 
Escalante Canyons is beginning. 
The Purple Hills are being in- 
vaded by Viking Oil with leases 
at the foot of Deer Point which 
lias on one side, the most mag- 
nificent view of the Henrys and 
Grand Gulch I’ve seen and, on the 
other side, views into the Moody 
Canyons, tributaries of the Esca- 
lante. Up to 15 new miles of road 
are to be built including a cros- 
sing of Middle Moody Canyon. 
Bighorn sheep, recently planted 
in East Moody Canyon by the 
state, are in the area. Viking says 
that if they are successful here 
they will go to court if necessary 
to drill on pre-Capitol Reef N.P. 
leases in the Waterpocket Fold 
and devise a way to bring the oil 
through the Fold into Grand 
Gulch. 

Abbey has said that if you want 
to see a little of what Glen Can- 
yon looked like, go to the Esca- 
lante. Desert rats unite! Come to 
the Escalante this spring and 
help save it. 

Robert Weed 
Calf Creek 
Escalante Canyons 
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CANYON 

LANDS 

NUKE 

DUMP 

Latest round of DOE activity 
leaves Utah's Can.vonlands 
National Park with a two-out-of- 
three probability of having a $60 
million exploratory shaft sunk at 
an as of yet unspecified date; and 
leaves the spectre of the nation’s 
first high level nuke waste dump 
being sited within a mile and a 
half of the official Park boun- 
daries: and well within what the 
real boundaries of the park 
should be. 

"It (Canyonlands National 
Park) sits there, bloated 
and useless, attracting 
these environmentalists 
like a stinking carcass at- 
tracts blowflys." 

-Harold Gaither, 638 E. 
2nd S. Moab, UT 84532 
(801) 259-7235 

The other two salt beds under 
consideration are in Texas and 
Mississippi, where the respective 
governors have told the DOE to 
get out of their states. Utah’s 
Governor Scott Matheson. while 
incurring the wrath of econo- 
mically depressed southeastern 
Utah residents by insisting the 
DOE follow procedures and com- 
plete EIS data, has not been vocal 
enough in his opposition to the 
dump, and it becomes increasing- 
ly clear that the DOE, under 
enormous pressure from Ronald 
McDonald would prefer to listen 
to the rantingsof a vocal minority 
of brain damaged yahoo bean 
farmers and uranium miner resi- 
dents of southeastern Utah who 
are willing to say and do any- 
thing to get the nuke dump sited 
there at any cost. They have no 
regard for the overwhelming 
majority of people in the rest of 
Utah and the country who 
adamantly oppose the nuke 
dump, and they have absolutely 
no respect for their unique 
natural surroundings, which in 
the future promise a lot more in 
the way of tourist dollars than the 
scenic attraction of a nuke dump 
nestled between two national 
parks. 

This inexplicable attitude is 
best summed up in the words of 
one Moab resident, Harold 
Gaither. It’s best to let hi-m speak 
in his own words; as taken from a 
recent public hearing on the nuke 
dump and from a conversation 
with DOE officials: 

Gaither charged that Governor 
Matheson was actively working 
wth environmental groups op- 
posing the dump, and that if they 
weren't communists they’d do 
until some came along. Gaither 
further stated that Canyonlands 
National Park has become “an 
economic millstone” around the 
necks of southeastern Utah resi- 
dents since the park’s beginning. 

"Been use it situ there bloated 
mal useless, attracting these en- 
riron mental ists //Ay- a stinking 
ea reass attracts blaicflgs." 

“To say we're fed up is to put it 
mildly. So here's a promise, or a 
threat, however, they wish to take 
it. If we lose the repository be- 
cause of Canyonlands National 
Park, there is going to be a cam- 
paign to get rid of the park. I own 
Main Street property, and I en- 
vision a large sign that says. ‘Cut 
Canyonlands Down to Size.’ or 
‘Canyonlands Must Go,’ or how 
about ‘The River Is An Open 
Sewer— Travel At Your Own 
Risk.'? These will make good 



A regular feature to keep you 
informed on events and threats to 
the canyonlands country of the 
Colorado Plateau in general, and 
southeastern Utah specifically. 
Future versions will include 
reports from southwestern Colo- 
rado and northwestern New 
Mexico, the Arizona strip and 
southwestern Utah. This four 
corners area contains six nation- 
al parks: Grand Canyon, Zion, 
Bryce, Capitol Reef, Arches and 
Canyonlands, over a dozen na- 
tional monuments, hordes of state 
monuments, wilderness study 
areas, historical sites, national 
recreation areas in an officially 
designated sense: and in a real 
sense contains some of the most 
rugged, unpopulated wild 
regions left in the U.S. This area 
contains the last named moun- 
tain range and river in the con- 
tinental United States, and until 
World War II contained the 
largest roadless area in the lower 
-IS states. Because of its remote- 
ness and rugged terrain, in the 


past it has largely been Ifet alone 
since father Escalante's time, 
but since the 70s it has been the 
target of every corporate greed- 
head in the known universe, 
whether it's exploiting it for 
uranium, coal, oil, gas, tar sands, 
nuke garbage dumps, overgraz- 
ing. or just for recreational 
fun like target practice on 
Anasazi pictographs/petro- 
glyphs or general pothunti ng and 
graverobbing by area residents; 
or in recent years, anything that 
will incur the environmentalists’ 
wrath. The town of Escalante. 
Utah, was notorious for throwing 
rocks through windshields of 
cars passing through town with 
“wrong" bumper stickers and 
some folks in Moab these days, in 
order to make a buck seem in- 
clined to store plutonium in their 
garage or spare bedroom. 

(! reed Ii ea il s heirare! The 
.Monki'i/wrcncli Gang is watching 

/In ii.' 

captain nemo 


ARCHES GAS PIPELINE 


Running just south of the 
Devil’s Garden campground, 
across Salt Valley and on to 
Highway 163, there is a natural 
gas pipeline that splits Arches 
National Park neatly in half. 
Northwest Energy managed to 
install the eight miles of the 
buried line back in the post-war 
days, when Arches was a much 
smaller national monument that 
hardly anyone had heard of, let 
alone visited. The scars from the 
road bulldozed through to install 
the line are still visible today, 
though they’re slowly blending 
into the natural surroundings, 
and thanks to whoever removed 
several hundred sandbags in- 
stalled to maintain the roadbed, 
the natural drainages have been 
opened up and once again nature 
is taking her course, rendering 
the roads impassable to vehicles. 

Nowadays all pipelines, trans- 
mission lines, etc. are required to 
use the “energy corridor” 
running along the Interstate 70 
route from Grand Junction, Colo, 
to Green River, Utah. However, 
Northwest Energy officials plan 
to start pumping new high pres- 
sure gas through the old Arches 
pipeline; and because theold pipe 
is corroding and falling apart 
they're worried about it blowing 
up. Park officials have consis- 
tently told N WE to reroute a new 
line through the energy corridor. 


but they're reluctant to do so be- 
cause of the costs involved. 

Instead, if the Park Service 
won't cooperate with them in 
allowing them to come in and rip 
up eight miles of the park. North- 
west is threatening to install new 
pipe up to the boundaries of the 
park on both sides, pump the new 
high pressure gas through and 
see what happens. This could be 
very unnerving if you were 
backpacking in the vicinity and 
trying to light your stove to cook 
dinner. The resulting explosion 
would give NWE all the excuse 
they needed to come in and 
replace the old pipe like they 
wanted to in the first place. It 
should be noted that the old pipe- 
line is already unsafe for the old 
low pressure gas and numerous 
helicopter crews have been 
spotted along the pipeline repair- 
ing leaks already. This route 
should be abandoned, and North- 
west Energy forced to install a 
new pipeline further north along 
the energy corridor. There has 
been no publicity of any kind 
about this project and I would 
heartily recommend - that you 
make your views known to North- 
west Energy and Arches 
National Park. Call or write the 
following: 

Northwest Energy Company, 
315 E. 2nd So.. SLC. UT 84111 
(8(11)583-8800. NW Pipeline Div. 


"If we lose the repository 
because of Canyonlands NP, 
there is going to be a cam- 
paign to get rid of the park." 
-Harold Gaither 

bumperstickers. We don’t wish to 
do this. We had (sic) much rather 
to live and let live. There’s room 
for everybody. But the message is 
'Get off our case or we’re going to 
• crawl on yours.” 

I've saved the best for last. 
While most of the foregoing was 
widely reported on television and 


"If these environmentalists 
aren't communists, they'll 
do until some come along." 
-Harold Gaither 


in newspapers, one of Mr. 
Gaither's comments wasn’t, and 
since it's one of his best, it follows. 
.. . "Not to worry about demon- 
strators because they would be 
taken care of. . .” as told to a DOE 
official. 

The Earth First! position is 
simple. We will not allow a nuke 
dump to be sited at Gibson Dome 
at Canyonlands National Park 
under any circumstances. On one 
thing EF! and Harold Gaither 
agree, there is no reason to con- 
tinue spending mill ions of dollars 
on tests and feasibility studies to 
determine whether to site a nuke 
dump at Canyonlands, period. 
When the DOE goes in for that 
new test hole is the time to mount 
our blockade; not in 1987 when 
final approval for the site will be 
given. As soon as we get word 
that the DOE is going in, we’ll 
send the SWAAT team down to 
stop them. If you want to be noti- 
fied when the blockade is. please 
sign up for the Canyonlands 
Nuke Dump SWAAT Team. 
Send name, address and phone 
number to POB 26221, SLC, 
Utah 84126. You're also encour- 
aged to make your feelings 
known to the following: 

Harold Gaither, 638 E 2nd So. 

Moab. UT 84532 (801 ) 259-7531 
Samuel Taylor, Publisher 

The Moiib Ti »ics-])i depen de ii t 

35 E Center, Moab, UT 

(801) 259-7525 


Arches National Park, Superin- 
tendent. N Highway 191, Moab, 
UT 84532 


MAZE TAR SANDS THREATENED 


Grand Countv Travel Council 
805 N Main, Moab, UT 84532 
(801) 259-7531 

Governor Scott Matheson 603 E 
South Temple. SLC, UT 84102 
DOE 438 E 200 S, SLC, UT 841 1 1 
Senator Orrin Hatch 125 S State, 
SLC, UT 84138 

Senator Jake Garn 125 S State 
SLC, UT 84138 

Congressman James Hansen 324 
25 St.. Ogden. UT 84401 
Congressman Dan Marriott 125 
S. State. SLC. UT 84138 
Congressman Howard Nielson 
125 S. State, SLC, UT 84138 

Correct ion to Spurs Joel, 'soil's 
Boohs to he Bend Before Bnriiiiin 
column last issue. Dili' to the loss of 
liieinorji cells be nond the authors 
control he erroneonsl n im/ilicd 
that Don Marquis was the creator 
of Krazy Kat. Actually, George 
Herd man was the brilliant 
genius who created, wrote and 
drew Krazy Bat; in addition to 
being the brilliant illustrator for 
ad of Don Marquis' norcls about 
AitIiii A Mehilabel, Lore Sonnets 
of a Cii renin ii. The Remit of the 
Oyster and others. P.S. Archy is a 
each loach and Midi itabcl a 
inorall y careless cat. 


Jr! 


Gulf Oil, Santa Fe Energy Co., 
and Altex Oil. Denver, along with 
Hunts Services and Colter Corp. 
plan to develop their leases on 
66,000 acres of tar sands land, 
located within 15 miles from the 
confluence of the Green and Colo- 
rado rivers and less than three 
miles from the official borders of 
Canyonlands N.P. Almost all of 
the proposed development lies 
within either the Glen Canyon 
National Recreation Area or 
the French Springs-Happy Can- 
yon Wilderness Study Area and 
would be clearly visible from the 
Maze district of Canyonlands 
National Park. Par Service offi- 
cials have gone on record as being 
opposed to the development as 
adversely affecting Canvonlands 
N.P. 

These corporate greed heads 
plan on drilling 17 exploratory 
wells to "define the resource.” 
while at the same time admitting 
that "in today's market, tar sands 
are not economical without 
government subsidides and in 10 
years there's a good chance it still 
won’t be attractive,” states Larry 
Killian, spokesman for Santa Fe 
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Energy Co. The main reason for 
the current developmental plans 
is apparently a law sponsored by 
Rep. Dan Marriott (R-Utah) that 
sets a 10-year deadline for the 
companies to develop or lose the 
tar sands areas. The Sierra Club 
is going along with this bullshit 
malarkey by supporting the 
energy companies’ desires for a 
20 or 30 year extension on their 
leases in exchange for no devel- 
opment now. Typical Sierra Club 
band-aid approach that brought 
us Glen Canyon Dam instead of 
Echo Park Dam. 

Three wells have been drilled 
in the past two years, not without 
harrassment and eco-tage by 
unknown environmentalists, op- 
posed to any development in this 
pristine redrock wilderness. 
Energy Co. officials were quoted 
at a recent heated public hearing 
on the tar sands development in 
Hanksville as saying. "No 
wonder all of our big oil 
companies are drilling in foreign 
countries, where there are no 
Sierra Clubs, Friends of the 
Earth. EPA, air quality con- 
trollers, and they can get down to 
drilling instead of filing reports.” 
They haven’t heard from Earth 
First! yet! Information as to time- 
tables and locations of drilling 
sites will be published as avail- 
able. In the meanwhile , public 
comment can be sent to: Joel 
Pickelner National Park Service 
125 So State Rm 3418, SLC, UT 
84138. Also write the greedheads 
themselves: Santa Fe Energy 
Company 1616 S. Voss, Houston. 
TX 77057 (713) 783-2401 and 
Altex Oil Corp., 1667 17th St., 
534-2667. 


NEXT MONTH 

★ Blockade News 

★ Round River 
Rendezvous 

(Maybe!) 
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NO G-0 ROAD 
ARREST 


Funny, but we don’t know of 
one newspaper, radio or 
television station that told how 
Summer Wilson was arrested 
after the Jan. 28 No G.O. Road 
demonstration in San Francisco 
for walking' up the stairs in a 
public building. 

That particular building 
housed the Forest Service Re- 
gional Office, the backdrop for 
the demonstration — after which 
several Earth rstlers decided 
to go upstairs to visit the Forest 
Service Public Office. They soon 
discovered that the building was 
under tight security, and persons 
who looked like Earth Firstlers 
(what do we look like, anyway?) 
were only allowed to go up the 
elevator two at a time. The rest of 
the “Earth-Firstler-Types” had 
to wait until those two returned 
before two more could go up. 

But Summer found the stairs. 

Although warned not to. 
Summer went up the stairs. 
While on the fifth floor, after 
coming out of the Forest Service 
Public Office, she was stopped by 
several officers and three Forest 
Service Special Agents, the 
plain-clothes-suit-and-tie 
variety, and arrested. She was 
grabbed by the arm, pushed into 
a remote conference room and 
handcuffed to a chair. She was 
detained there for about 30 
minutes and cited for “Failure to 
Comply with Admissions Policy.” 
“Failure to Obey an Officer,” and 
“Loitering on the Floor and Stair- 
well," and fined $60. 

This kind of harassment is 
meant to threaten and intimidate 
us. Actions like Summer’s, 
which nonviolently challenge 
assumed right and authority 
when we believe it to be wrong, 
are what Earth First! is all about. 

This time the powers-that-be 
denied our right to walk freely 
within a public building because 
our convictions frighten them. 
This is fundamentally the same 


as denying our right to anti- 
cipate with confidence a future 
filled with wild, clean, and sacred 
places: or arresting us for 
standing in front of bulldozers in 
our efforts to assure this future. It 
could have been any of us, and it 
will be many of us. 

Summer has been trying to 
find a lawyer to represent her in 
court. As of this writing, she has 
spoken to nearly 20 lawyers, all of 
whom felt she had a good case but 
wanted either an enormous sum 
of money, felt they couldn’t help, 
or referred her to someone else. 
The Berkeley ACLU was the 
most helpful but her case is out of 
their jurisdiction. The appro- 
priate ACLU office in San Fran- 
cisco told her they couldn’t take 
the case but would not specify 
why. 

Summer needs our support. 
Like many of us she is a long- 
time, passionate environmental- 
ist, who felt a welcomed kinship 
with the uncompromising direct- 
ness which is the spirit of Earth 
First!. She is the delivery person 
and president of a non-profit col- 
lective bakery in Berkeley. This 
was her first involvement with 
Earth First!. At this time. 
Summer has not yet appeared in 
court. It is unclear if she will need 
financial support to pay fines, 
legal fees, and time lost from 
work. In any case, she needs our 
moral support. And we need to 
(jirv our support as much, if not 
more, for our own sakes as for 
Summer's. We need to give our 
support to build our cohesive- 
ness, care, and our confidence 
that if and when ire take the risk 
of disrupting our personal lives 
for the cause we most dearly 
believe in, others will be there for 
us. 

Write Summer Wilson, c/o Tim 
Jeffries, at 22 Claus Circle, 
Fairfax, CA 94930. 

— Marija Eloheimo 
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JULY 2-4 KALMIOPSIS WILDERNESS 
“The Preservation of Intact Forest Ecosystems” 
DETAILS IN JUNE 21 EF! 


NO G-0 Road Demonstration at Six Rivers National Forest Headquarters in Eureka, California. 

—photo by Tim McKay 


Save Bigfoot and the Big Woods 
What You Can Do 

Earth First! has taken on the preservation of intact forest 
eco-systems on the Pacific Coast as .a major issue. The Kal- 
miopsis and Siskiyou blockades are key elements of this. 
Help is needed from across the United States to protect our 
priceless birthright of the big woods and their right to exist 
as intact eco-systems. If Bigfoot Gigantopithecus siskiyou) 
exists, it is in the wild forests of Silver Creek and Blue Creek. 
The home of our closest relative must be left inviolate. 

You Can Help This Critical Action 

• Take Part in the Blockades. The direct action to stop the 
Bald Mountain and NO G-0 Roads is being coordinated as 
one action. It will be a long term project, lasting several 
months. You can participate at any time, for any length of 
time. 

• Help With Support of the Blockade. Organize a group 
for four to 12 people in your area to travel to the blockade 
together and take part in the action. Local Earth First! 
contacts should take a lead in organizing affinity groups in 
their area and picking dates to help with the blockade. 
Nonviolent training will be done at the base camp. 

• Publicize the Action. Get copies of this EF!, fact sheets, 
etc., and promote the blockade in your area. Set up a table on 
campus. Arrange to show the slide shows on the Kalmiopsis 
and Siskiyous. Arrange for Dave Foreman or another 
speaker to come to your area. Set up radio interviews. 

• Come to the Round River Rendezvous. The RRR will be 
held the J uly 2-4 weekend and will focus on old growth forest. 

• Write Letters. Write your Senators and members of 
Congress (U.S. Senate, Washington DC 20510; House of 
Representatives, Washington DC 20515) and express your 
concern for old growth forest. Urge them to support 
inclusion of the 235,000-acre Kalmiopsis additions in the 
Oregon Wilderness Bill and a unified Siskiyou Wilderness 
including Blue Creek and Dillon Creek in the California 
Wilderness Bill. Firmly state your opposition to the Bald 
Mountain Road in Oregon and G-0 Road in California. Send 
copies of your letters to Senators Mark Hatfield, Bob Pack- 
wood, Alan Cranston, and Pete Wilson, and to 
Representatives Jim Weaver and Phil Burton. 

• For Up-To L Date Information: Contact your local Earth 
First! contact or call: 

KALMIOPSIS HOTLINE 503-474-0259 in EUGENE, OR 
NO G O HOTLINE 707-822-6055 in ARCATA, CA 
OR Ea,rth First! in Ely, Nevada 702-289-8636. 

• Blockade Handbook. A Blockade Handbook for both actions has 
been prepared. It contains information on the issues, the areas, 
nonviolent action, etc. Be sure to have one. Order for $2 from EF! 
POB 235, Ely, NV 89301 or blockade organizers locally. 
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KALMIOPSIS/ BALD 
MOUNTAIN BACKGROUND 


by Chant Thomas 

Bald Mtn. has become the focus 
and symbol of the continuing 
battle to save the intact old 
growth forest ecosystems of the 
Pacific N.W.. The Illinois River 
flows through one of the wildest 
and most inaccessible canyons in 
the N.W. as it makes a 20-mile 
detour around Bald Mtn. before 
turning north toward the Rogue 
River. The present official Kal- 
miopsis Wilderness boundary 
runs along the crest of Bald Mtn. 
To the south brushy slopes drop 
into the protected area; to the 
north lushly forested slopes drop 
off into the unprotected North 
Kalmiopsis country, over 160,000 
acres of wilderness in jeopardy, 
the largest unprotected wildland 
on the West Coast. 

This North Kalmiopsis needs 
wilderness protection. It is home 
to bear and cougar, wolf and wol- 
verine, eagle and osprey, rare 
trees and flowers. Here are the 
clearest, coldest tributaries of the 
Illinois River, essential habitat 
and spawning grounds of the 
salmon and steelhead which 
make the lower Illinois and 
Rogue rivers a mecca for anglers. 
The canyons of Silver and Indigo 
creeks may be the wildest in 
Oregon. The North Kalmiopsis 
has an extensive trail system, the 
best being the 30-mile long Illi- 
nois River Trail. Nearly half of 
the trail is actually on Bald Mtn., 
as the river canyon is too steep to 
accommodate a trail. It is along 
the Illinois River Trail on Bald 
Mtn. that the Siskiyou N.F. is 
building the Bald Mtn. Road. The 
road construction hasn’t reached 
the trail yet, and blockading the 
construction is the last resort to 
saving Bald Mtn. and the North 
Kalmiopsis from destruction. If 
Bald Mtn. Road is built, other 
roads on the drawing boards will 
soon become reality and the 
North Kalmiopsis will be severed 
from the rest of the wilderness 
and plundered of its forest jewels. 

The history of this area reads 
like a litany of “last resorts.” In 
1936 U.S.F.S. Recreation Direc- 
tor Robert Marshall recom- 
mended a Kalmiopsis Wilderness 
of over one million acres. In 1946 
the F.S. designated a 77,000-acre 
“Wild Area” primarily as a 
botanical preserve. A 96,530-acre 
“Illinois Canyon Limited Area” 
was also established to allow 
further study of the area. There 
was still nearly a million wild 
acres in 1960 when the I.C.L.A. 
was dropped; four years later the 
77,000-acre “Wild Area” became 
an official wilderness. 

Then the race was on. Major 
logging roads were thrust into 
the unofficial wilderness on all 
sides. The wild canyon of the 
Rogue River to the north was ef- 
fectively severed. It was about 
this time that the F.S. began to 
examine the feasibility of build- 
ing a road on Bald Mtn., and soon 
concerned citizens began to ques- 
tion the idea. 

In 1978 Kalmiopsis supporters 
thought they had a victory as Sen. 
Hatfield proposed a 134,000-acre 
wilderness addition. Pressure 
f rom the timber 

industry soon shrunk that figure 
to 86.000 acres, and by 1979 Hat- 
field’s Oregon Wilderness Act 
left out any additions to the Kal- 
miopsis at all. Bald Mtn. would 
be protected wilderness right 
now but for the timber indus- 
tries’ gasp on Sen. Hatfield. 

After over 10 years of effort by 
several environmental groups to 
save Bald Mtn., the U.S.F.S. 
finalized the Bald Mtn. timber- 
sale, the first step to sever the 


North Kalmiopsis and forever 
put to rest the possibility of 
northern expansion of wilder- 
ness protection. The local Sierra 
Club protested the sale and lost. 
They tried a court injunction and 
lost again. Some Sierra Club 
members feel that they received 
very little club support at the 
state and national levels on such 
an important issue. 

Meanwhile, most of the groups 
and individuals involved in the 
crusade resigned themselves to 
defeat and planned extra back- 
packing trips into the area to 
enjoy what they considered to be 
the last years of paradise before 
the industrial invasion. What 
they didn’t realize was that there 
were still some wild-eyed Earth 
Firstlers in the woods and some 
dedicated employees of the Sis- 
kiyou N.F. who wouldn’t give up 
the fight to save Bald Mtn. We’ve 
been fanning those sparks and 
things are beginning to heat up 
and smoke a little. We won’t stop 
until the fire of protestis burning 
brightly and the lackeys of indus- 
try have crawled back into their 
cubicles to contrive the miracle it 
will take to reforest the brush- 
field clearcuts they’ve already 
created where wilderness used to 
be. 
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Upcoming Timber Sales in Kalmiopsis (From T.S. Map F.Y. 82-85) 
North to South 


YR 

T.S.# 

Name 

Drainage 

MBF 

Mi. 

Road 

Cont. 

1983 

3305 

S. Indigo 

Indigo CK 

12.0 (All CC) 

8.0 

1983 

3306 

Nancy 

N.F.K. Indigo CK 

5.0 (All CC) 

5.3 

1985 

5308 

WDIGO 

N.Fk. Indigo Ck. 

14.8 (All CC) 

12.8 

1984 

4204 

Snail Basin 

W. Fk. Indigo Ck. 

7.0 (A11CC) 

3.0 

1984 

4201 

Hobson 

E. Fk. Indigo Ck. 

8.0 

1.5 

1983 

3307 

Jolly Lawson 

Lawson Ck. 

10.0 (A1ICC) 

7.0 

1985 

5301 

Sign 

(Horse Sign Ck. 
(W. of 111. Riv., 

E. of Lawson Ck.) 

8.4 (A11CC) 

5.0 

1982 

2202 

Cinnamon Hat 

Silver Ck. 

6.0 

4.5 


1983 

3106 

Blue Slide 

Chetco River 

4.7 (All CC) 


1985 

5105 

Finn 

S. Fk. Chetco 

2.5 (A11CC) 

1.5 

1985 

5101 

Red Boulder 

Boulder Ck. 
(Chetco Riv.) 

5.7 (A11CC) 

2.8 

1985 

5403 

Whetstone 

Illinois River 

6.0 

2.0 

1982 

2404 

Hungry 

Josephine Ck. 
(Illinois River) 
near Baby Foot 
Lake 

3.5 (All CC) 

4.9 

1984 

4104 

Baldsmith 

So. Fk. Smith Riv. 

4.0 (All CC) 

2.4 

1985 

5406 

Canyon 

Canyon Ck. 
(Illinois River) 

7.0 (All CC) 

3.0 

1982 

2201 

Indigo Creek 

E. Fk. Indigo Ck. 

14.0 

3.3 

1982 

2105 

Mis-Mnpral 

Chetco Riv. 

1.9 (All CC) 

1.1 

There are also 

3-4 sales in Winchuck River area. 






Educational Wilderness 

Experience 

• We specialize in exploring en- 
dangered wilderness not yet 
adequately protected by law in 
the Kalmiopsis, Siskiyou and 
Cascade mountain ranges. 

• Groups are kept small (4-6 
guests) and feature delicious 
gourmet meals. 

• Trips include: extended ex- 
peditions, weekend trips, and 
picnic day hikes at our wilder- 
ness ranch. 

• EARTH FIRST! members: 
schedule an expedition and 
10% of your fee will be donated 
to EF! efforts to blockade the 
Bald Mtn. Road in the Kalmio- 
psis and the No G-0 Road in the 
Siskiyous. 

• Write or call for a free bro- 
chure: P.O. Box 1330 Jackson- 
ville, Oregon 97530 (503) 899- 
1696. 


Benefit Llama Expedition 
to Bald Mtn. in the Kalmiopsis 
Wilderness May 21-24, 1983 

Earth First! and Siskiyou 
Llama Expeditions present an 
expedition with Dave Foreman 
into the Kalmiopsis Wilderness 
May 21-24. We’ll spend four days 
on the Illinois River-Bald Mtn. 
Trail; the site of a controversial 
logging road the Forest Service 
has begun buildingalongthe pre- 
sent wilderness boundary. We’ll 
travel light and easy as the trusty 
llamas carry food and camping 
gear. There is room for only 4 
guests on this trip. Cost is $400 
per person. Half will go to Earth 
First! to protest logging of the 
Kalmiopsis. Delicious meals in- 
cluded. To reserve your space, 
call or write: Siskiyou Llama Ex- 
peditions, P.O. Box 1330, Jack- 
sonville, Oregon 97530. Phone 
(503) 899-1696. 
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EARTH FIRST! LOCAL GROUPS AND CONTACTS 


EARTH FIRST! LOCAL GROUPS AND CONTACTS 
If you want to become involved with other EARTH FIRST.'ERS in 
your area, contact one of the folks listed below. If you'd like to start a 
local group of Eh'! or be a local contact, contact EF! in Ely. PO Box 
235. Ely NV 89301. 


Santa Fe— Rue Christie 


AUSTRALIA 

John Seed. Rainforest Informa- 
tion Centre. PO Box 2480 
Lismore. 2480 

New South Wales. Australia 

ALASKA 

Fairbanks — Tom Pogson 
SR 20056 

Fairbanks. AK 99701 
Juneau — R. Farnell 
POB 1756 
Juneau. AK 99802 

ARIZONA 
Paul Hirt 

Box 40154 
Tucson. AZ 85717 
(602) 882-0830 

ARKANSAS 

Little Rock— T.E. Anderson 

1827 N. Jackson 

Li* * It* Rock. AR 72203 

CALIFORNIA 
Areata— Bill Devall 
POB 21 

Areata. CA 95521 
(707)822-8136 

Berkeley— Ed Heske 
1800 San Ramon 
Berkeley. C’A 94707 
(415) 527-5493 
Chico— Mitch Wyss 
POB 1373 
Chico. GA 95927 
(916)342-3078 

Davis — Greg Marskell 

POB 853 
Davis. CA 95616 
(916)756-6481 

Fresno — Michael Bordenave 

Sierra Assoc, for the Environ- 
ment (SAFE) 

3771 Circle Dr 
W. Fresno. CA 93 7 04 
(209) 229-0272 

Marin County — Tim Jeffries 

22 Claus Circle 
Fairfax. CA 94930 
(415) 456-7433 

Santa Barbara — Matt Buck- 
master. 6764 Sueno Apt. B 
Goleta. CA 93117 
(805) 968-8812 

Santa Barbara— Lawrence 
Worchester 
935 Camino del Sur 
Is la Vista. CA 93117 
(805) 968-4478 

Santa Cruz — Jean Brockle- 
bank. 418 Olive St. 

Santa Cruz. CA 95060 

(408) 426-9266 

San Diego — Linda Svendsen 

PO Box 2236. Leucadia. CA 92034 

(619)436-3927 

San Fransctaco — Phillip 
Friedman 

2300 Ortega St. 

San Francisco CA 94122 
(415)665-0794 

San Luis Obispo — Jean C. 

Gordon 
1214 B Mill St 
San Luis Obispo. CA 93401 

COLORADO 
Boulder— Richard Ling 
1020 13th #K 
Boulder. CO 80302 
Durango — Steve Rauworth 
8593 Hwv 172 
Ignacio. CO 81137 
(303) 884-9864 
Glenwood Springs— John 
Flippone 
POB 1091 

Glenwood Springs. CO 81601 
(303) 945-2075 
Steamboat — Scotty Sidner 
Bear Pole Ranch 
Steamboat Springs. CO 804 / 7 

Telluride— Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008 

Telluride, CO 81435 
(3u3) 728-9938 


CONNECTICUT 
Willimantic — R. Neil Harvey 
235 S. Park St. 

Willimantic. CT 06226 
(203) 423-2926 

New Haven — Louisa Willcox 
240 Cosy Beach Ave. 

East Haven. CT 06512 
(203) 468-2146 

FLORIDA 
Ronnie Hawkins 
c.o 10830 SW 85th Ct. 
Gainesville. FL 32601 
(904) 495-9203 
GEORGIA 
Julia Heinz 
378 Oakland Ave SE 
Atlanta. GA 30312 
(404) 525-2271 

HAWAII 
Will Small 

Box 413 

Mountain View. HI 96771 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago — Chris Sherbak 
1654 W Cortland St. 

Chicago, IL 60622 
(312) 227-7877. 235-2839 
Prairie drove Group EF! 

Don Johnson 
Woodside Farm 
1841 S River Rd 
Des Plaines. IL 60018 
(312)296-7960 or 
Tim Byers 

(312) 463-8045 
KANSAS' 

Manhatten— Neil Schanker 
1221 Thurston. 

Manhatten. KS 66502 
(913) 532-5866 
Oskaloosa— Daniel Dancer 
Sleeping Beauty Ranch 
Oskaloosa. KS 66066 

MAINE 

Brunswick— Gary Lawless 
POB 186 

Brunswick. ME 04011 
(207) 729-5083 

Harrington— Charles Ewing 
RD 1 

Harrington. ME 04643 
MARYLAND 
Leonard J. Kerpelman 
2403 W Rogers 
Baltimore. MD 21209 
(301) 367-8855 
MICHIGAN 

Ann Arbor — Joe Onion 
1201 White St. 

Ann Arbor. MI 48104 

(313) 761-4140 
MONTANA 

Billings — Randall Gloege 

343 North Rim road 
Billings. MT 59102 
(406) 256-0965 

Missoula— Tony Moore 
316 E Spruce #2 
Missoula. MT 59801 
(406) 728-5493 

NEVADA 

Jomavne R. Stevens 

65 Vine St 

Reno. NV 89503 

NEW JERSEY 

Bob Ludd 

246 Fawn Ridge 

Mountainside. NJ 07092 

(201) 233-7656(N) 624-7446 (D) 

Stacey Washko 
RD #4 Box 350 
North Brunswick. NJ 08902 
(201) 821-9647/821-8644 


NEW MEXICO 
Albuquerque— Neil Cobb 

3205 Campus NE 
Albuquerque. NM 87106 
(505) 268-6352 ( H ) 
(505)277-6437 (W) 


PO Box 5910 
Santa Fe. NM 87501 
(505) 988 4284 

NEW YORK 
Troy — Ra|ph Meima 
251 Liberty St 
Trow NY 12180 
(518) 272-2496 
Tully — Milton Bieber 
Stevens Rd RI) fll 
Tullv. NY 13129 
(315) 696-8072 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Andrews— Hank & Mary 
Fonda 

Rt. 1 Box 640 B 
Andrews. NC 28901 
(704) 321-4086 

Star — Ron & Sue Correll 
Star Farm Rt. 1 Box 78 A-l 
> ; tar. NC 27356 

OHIO 

Columbus— Reed Noss 
140 N. West St. 

Westerville. OH 43081 

Yellow Springs— Rik Thuesen 
Antioch College. Yellow Springs. 
OH 45387 
(513) 767-7331 

OREGON 

Corvallis— Lynn Cochrane 
744 NW 27th 
Corvallis. OR 97330 
(503) 753-6486 
Eugene— Greg Morris 
2570 Jackson St 
Eugene OR 97405 
(503) 687-0085 

Grants Pas— Steve Marsden 
6166 Monument Dr. 

Grants Pass, OR 97526 
(503) 474-0259 

Portland — Melinda Lee 
PO Box 594 Sherwood. OR 97140 
(503) 628-2814 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Philadelphia— Lisa Jo Freeh 

233 Plymouth Rd 
Gwynedd Valley. PA 19437 
TEXAS 

Rio Grande Guides' Assoc. 

Box 57 

Terlingua. TX 70852 

UTAH 

Escalante — Robert Weed 
Calf Creek. Box 60 
Escalante. UT 84726 
Logan— George Nickas 
422 N 400 E 
Logan. UT 84321 
Moab — Bob Phillips 
POB 381 
Moab. UT 84532 
(801) 259-8353 

rrovo— Ken Wintch 
1101 Elm Ave 
Provo. UT 84601 
(801)377-2367 

Salt Lake City — Spurs Jackson 
POB 26221 

Salt Lake City. UT 84126 

(801) 355-2154 

VERMONT 

Springfield— Linda Hav 
POB 781 

Springfield. VT 05156 

(802) 263-5427/885-9459 

VIRGINIA 
Alan Kinchloe 

Rt. 1 Box 54 A 
Millboro. VA 24460 
WASHINGTON 
Olvmpia— Randy Weeks 
1221 Bing St 
Olympia. WA 98502 

WASHINGTON. DC 
Terrv J. Harris 
14116 Castle Blvd. # 104 
Silver Springs. MD 20904 


EF! State Wilderness 
Coordinators 

The following people are coor- 
dinating EF! wilderness studies 
and comments to agencies in 
their respective states. As was 
mentioned in the last issue of EF! 
it was decided - at the RRR that 
Earth First! should become more 
involved in the BLM wilderness 
review' and RARE II wilderness 
bills. The EF! paper will main- 
tain a file of all EF! comments so 
please send copies of your com- 
ments to us. If you’d like to coor- 
dinate BLM or Forest Service 
wilderness in your state for EF!. 
please let us know so w’e can list 
you. EFfers who would like to 
help on this project should 
contact their state coordinator. 
ARIZONA 
Paul Hirt 
Box 40154 
Tucson. AZ 85717 
(602) 882-0830 
MONTANA 
Howie Wolke 
Box 2348 

Jackson. WY 83001 

(307) 733-5343 

NEVADA 

Dave Foreman 

POB 235 

Ely. NV 89301 

(702) 289-8636 

NEW MEXICO 

Neil Cobb 

3205 Campus N E 

Albuquerque. NM 87106 

(505) 268-6352 (H) 

277-5897 (W) 

OREGON 
Gregg Morris 
2570 Jackson St. 

Eugene. OR 97405 
(503) 687-0085 
WYOMING 
Howie Wolke 
UTAH 
Bart Kohler 
POB 235 
Ely. NV 89301 
(702) 289-8636 

IDAHO 
Howie Wolke 
VERMONT 
Linda Hay 
POB 781 

Springfield. VT 05156 
(802) 263-5427/885-9459 


WEST VIRGINIA 
J.R. Spruce 

Box 222-A 
RR 1 

Ridgele.v. WV 26753 
(304) 738-2212 

WISCONSIN 
Meri Kuehn 

703 Union St #2. Hartford. W1 
53027 (414)673-6372 

WYOMING 
Nagasaki Johnson 

Box 2617 

Jackson. WY 83001 
(307) 733-8054 

(NOTE TO CONTA CTS: Please 

check to make sure your address is 
correct. Semi ns your phone 
number if ice don't hare it.) 


Note to Local EF! Contacts 

Send us reports of your activ- 
ities. issues, updates, and 
announcements of EF! 
meetings in your area. This is 
your space in EF! Use it! 



Important Dates 


April 27 — 
April 29 — 
early May — 


Bay Area Earth First! Meeting— Call contacts for 
details 

Davis Earth First! Meeting— Call contacts for 
details. 

Eugene Earth First! Meeting— Call Marcy Willow 


508-342-7040 for details. 

May 14 — NO G-0 Road Rally, Big Flat Campground— Call 

for details. 

Call your EF! Contact in California and Oregon to find out what is going 
on in your area! 
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Sleep Cheap! 

Want to meet other Earth 
Firstlers as you travel the 
country? Want to avoid the 
expense of motels or the excite- 
ment of sleeping under picnic 
tables at roadside rest stops? The 
SLEEP CHEAP is for you. 
SLEEP CHEAP is a listing of 
EFJers willing to provide floor 
space for other EF!ers travelling 
through. Travellers should be 
considerate and give their hosts 
plenty of warning by calling or 
writing ahead. If you’d like to be 
listed as a SLEEP CHEAP host, 
contact Eileen Key in Portland 
(address below) or the EF! 
address in Ely. 

Clod Funnstonn, POB 767 
ANCHORAGE, AK 
99510 (write first) 

Eagle Rock (Dave) (505) 243-2096 
ALBUQUERQUE, NM (call 
for address) 

Richard Warnick POB 374 
MONTICELLO, UT 84535 


What You Can Do as An 
Earth Firstier 

As the letters pour into our 
mail box every day, a common 
theme emerges: What can I do to 
help save Mother Earth? How 
can I be an active Earth Firstier? 
There is lots to do. The following 
are some ideas: 

• Help form a local EF! group 
or be a local contact (see accom- 
panying article) 

• Come to the Round River 
Rendezvous or other EF! actions 
or gatherings. Organize a car- 
pool from your local area. Meet 
other EFlers and become part of 
the movement. 

• Join the SWAAT Team if 
you’re willing to engage in non- 
violent direct action in protec- 
tion of wilderness or if you’re 
willing to act in a support capa- 
the country for our actions this 
the country for our actions this 
spring and summer in the Kal- 
miopsis of Oregon and Siskiyous 
of California (see specific articles 
in this issue). Form a SWAAT 
Team in your area to carpool 
together and act as an affinity 
group. If you’re interested in 
organizing SWAAT, we’ll send 
you names of others in your area. 

• Help develop an Earth First! 
position for the RARE II bill in 
your state. W e need to draw boun- 
daries, prepare maps, write arti- 
cles for Earth First!, testify at 
hearings, and get others to sup- 
port the EF! recommendations 
for adequate National Forest 
wilderness in all our states. 

• Help develop Earth First! 
recommendations for BLM 
wilderness in your state. Testify 
at hearings, send in no-com- 
promise recommendations to the 
BLM. 

• Adopt a proposed EF! Wil- 
derness Ecosystem Preserve in 
your area. Help refine the boun- 
daries, develop supporting 
material, promote it. 

• Get involved in other 
environmental issues in your 
area and develop an EF! position. 
Don’t compromise. Don’t sell out. 
Be firm. 

• Organize an appearance by 
the Earth First! Road Show in 
your area. 

• Write articles on EF! for 
your local Sierra Club newsletter 
etc. A recent article in the Wis- 
consin Sierra Club paper by 
EF!er Meri Kuehn brought in 27 
new subscribers to EF! in two 
weeks! 

• Get extra copies of EF! to 
distribute in your area. 

• Set up an EF! booth at your 
university and sell t-shirts, calen- 
dars, bumperstickers, copies of 
EF! and find potential EF! acti- 
vists. 

• Read EF! and get ideas from 
the articles and regional reports. 

• Use your imagination! 


Lawrence Worchester (805) 
968-4478 and Steve Schuman 
968-6123 935 Camino del Sur; 
Isla Vista, California 93117 
SANTA BARBARA AREA 
Chris Sherbak (312) 227-7877/ 
235-2839 1654 W Cortland St. 
CHICAGO. IL 60622 

Eileen Key (503) 236-7308 
4815 NE Flanders 
PORTLAND, OR 97213 

Thoron Lane (602) 744-1001 
Box 87, Cortaro, Arizona 85230 
TUCSON AREA. (No pets or 
children, please) 

Paul Hirt (602) 882-0830 
Box 40154 TUCSON, AZ 
85717 

Chris Johnson (303)482-2382 
1850 Lapart Ave #JB9 

FORT COLLINS, CO 

80521 

Charles Ewing (207) 483-9763 

RD 1 HARRINGTON, ME 

04643 

Julie Heinz (404) 525-2271 
378 Oakland Ave SE 
ATLANTA, GA 
30312 


EARTH FIRST! 
LOCAL GROUPS 


Since Earth First! is a move- 
ment instead of a formal organ- 
ization, there is a lot of flexibility 
in defining what an EF! local 
contact is, or what a local EF! 
group is. The contacts listed in 
Earth First! generally fall into 
two categories: 1) they are the 
contact person for a more or less 
active local EF! group, or 2) they 
are EFJers who would like to 
meet other EFlersin theirareato 
form the nucleus of a local group. 
The following are some ideas on 
what you can do to get an active 
group of Earth Firstlers going in 
your area. 

• Find an issue. Get to work on 
it. It can be either local or nation- 
al. EFlers are activists, not club 
members. Don’t duplicate the 
actions of other environmental 
groups. Take the hard line. Don’t 
compromise. Be creative. 

• Support national EF! on our 
major issues. Come to the Round 
River Rendezvous. EF! contacts 
should act as carpool organizers 
to national or regional EF! gath- 
erings or actions. 

• Set up an initial meeting for 
EFlers in your area. Prepare a 
flyer announcing the time and 
place of your meeting and send it 
to us in Ely. We’ll mail it out to all 
EF! subscribers in your area and 
announce the meeting in EF!. 
Arrange to show our movie “The 
Cracking of Glen Canyon Damn.” 

• We all need money. A good 
way for local EF! groups to raise 
it is to sell EF! t-shirts, calendars, 
bumperstickers, etc. We will 
front merchandise to you at the 
wholesale prices listed in the 
back of the paper. 

• Read Earth First! and get 
ideas on what other local groups 
are doing. The Albuquerque EF! 
group lately has been reporting on 
their actions and sets a good 

EARTH FIRST! 
FOUNDATION 

The International Revenue 
Service has recently granted tax- 
exempt status to the Earth First! 
Foundation. The Foundation has 
been set up to provide financial 
backing for projects in supportof 
Deep Ecology and Earth First! 
goals which other environmental 
groups may avoid. 

While the Earth First! Foun- 
dation is an independent entity, it 
hopes to act as a major fund- 
raiser for other aspects of the 
Earth First! movement. The 
Foundation believes in the neces- 
sity for a fundamental restruc- 
turing of our ideas and behavior 
in regard to civilization and 
nature, and hopes to add impetus 
to the formation of new ideas in 
that direction. 

Projects already underway 
include the publishing of Voices 
For Deep Ecology, an anthology 
of essays edited by Professor Bill 
Devall and the first in the Ned 
Ludd Books series; organizing a 
retreat seminar to discuss Deep 
Ecology and direct action; and 
developing the Earth First! Wil- 
derness Preserves System. 

Fundraising plans include ac- 
epeting tax-deductible contribu- 
tions and an Earth First! Festival 
August 14 in Salt Lake City 
featuring Ed Abbey, Gary 
Snyder, other speakers, and 
severla musical groups. Details 
will be given in the June 21 EF!. 

Potential donors may reach the 
Earth First! 

Earth First! Foundation at PO 
Box 6206, Santa Fe, NM 87501. 

LA TE NEWS FLASH! 

Dare Foreman went down in 
flames in his campaign for the 
Sierra Club National Board of 
Directors. 



THE FOUR CORNERS: 
NATIONAL SACRIFICE AREA 


The Four Corners: A National 
Sacrifice Area?, a new film on 
the. cultural and ecological 
impacts of energy development 
in the American Southwest, pre- 
miered in San Francisco, Palo 
Alto and Berkeley, California, 
before sell-out crowds in early 
March. Nearly 2,000 people 
turned out to see the critically 
acclaimed film, which has now 
been accepted by PBS for nation- 
al broadcast. 

The San Francisco Examiner 
called THE FOUR CORNERS 
“timely” and “intelligent,” and 
Judy Stone of the San Francisco 
Chronicle called it “a first-rate 
documentary.” Filmmakers 
Christopher McLeod, Glenn 
Switkes and Randy Hayes will 
embark on a tour of the South- 
west in May to screen the film in 
Denver, Phoenix, Albuquerque 
and Salt Lake City, and in many of 
the rural communities in which 
they filmed. 

The Four Corners documents 
the “hidden costs” of uranium 
mining and milling, coal strip- 
mining, and synthetic fuels de- 
velopment on the mineral-rich 


Colorado Plateau, which spans 
the Four Corners states of Utah, 
Colorado, New Mexico and Ari- 
zona. The Four Corners area is 
home to the Hopi and Navajo 
Indian tribes, and Mormon 
ranching communities, and it is 
known as the “Golden Circle of 
National Parks.” The film invest- 
igates the charge that these 
cultures and their fragile home- 
land may be laid to waste, sacri- 
ficed, to satisfy the energy re- 
quirements of industrial society. 

Four years in the making, The 
Four Corners: A National 
Sacrifice Area? was produced 
with funding from the Arizona 
Humanities Council, and major 
support from the Graduate 
School of Journalism at the Uni- 
versity of California, Berkeley. 
The 16mm, hour-length film is 
narrated by San Francisco-based 
actor Peter Coyote. 

For further information con- 
tact Christopher McLeod at (415) 
747-0685. 

(Note: the filmmakers involved 
also did the Earth First! film 
“The Cracking of Glen Canyon 
Damn. ) 


Tentative Itinerary for “Four Corners” Southwest Tour 


*May 6 (Fri) 

Hopi Civic Cehter 

May 8 (Sun) 

Window Rock Cinema 

*May 9 (Mon) 

Albuquerque (Kimo Theater) with music by Kate 
Wolf, and a talk by Hopi Spokesman Thomas Ban- 
yacya, 7:30 pm sponsored by Natl. Indian Youth 
Council, Southwest Research and Information Cen- 
ter, UNM Native American Studies Dept., Commit- 
tee on Coal. Admission $5.00 

*May 10 (Tues) 

Santa Fe (El Daseo Theatre) 7:30 pm, same show as 
above 

*May 12 (Thurs) 

Taos (Taos Community Auditorium) same show as 
above/7:30 pm 

May 14 (Sat) 

Boulder (St. John’s Episcopal Church, 14th St. and 
Pine) 7:30 pm. Same show as above, sponsored by 
Colo. Open Space Council, Denver International 
Film Festival, Musicians Assoc, of Swallow Hill. 

*May 15 (Sun) 

Denver (Paramount Theatre) same show, 7:30 pm 

May 17 (Tues) 

Salt Lake City 

May 17 (Tues) 

Grand Junction, CO 

May 19 (Thurs) 

Page, AZ 

May 20 (Fri) 

Kanab, UT 

May 22 (Sun) 

Cederedge, CO (at Western Colo. Congress annual 
meeting) 

May 23 (Mon) 

Durango, CO 

May 24 (Tues) 

Moab, UT 

May 27 (Fri) 

Shiprock, NM 

May 28 (Sat) 

Crownpoint, NM 

May 29 (Sun) 

Grants, NM 

May 30 (Mon) 

Churchrock, NM 

June 1 (Wed) 

Grand Canyon 

June 2 (Thurs) 

Flagstaff, AZ 

June 3 (Fri) 

Tempe/Phoenix (Valley Arts Theater) 

June 5 (Sun) 

Los Angeles 

^confirmed 

NOTE: Thisisa working draft schedule as of April 1, 
19Hd. For further information contact Christopher 
McLeod at 415-747-0685. 



A Fall 1983 tour east of the 
Rocky Mountains is now being 
planned by the Earth First! Road 
Show. “We want to hit colleges 
and communitiesfrom Oklahoma 
to Florida, and Maine to Wis- 
consin,” said Nagasaki Johnson, 
veteran of the West Coast Road 
Show. “We want to help organize 
Earth First! groups throughout 
the East and Midwest and really 
build Earth First! into a national 


movement.” Nagasaki said the 
EF! Roadies would like to hit the 
northern states in October and 
drop down to the South in 
November. He suggested 
reading his article in the Eostar 
issue of EF! for an idea of what 
the Road Show is and urged 
people interested in having the 
Road Show hit their area to 
contact Dave Foreman or himself 
in Ely. 


EARTH FIRST! 

SMASHES 
EARTH LAST! 


by Dave Gold 

While Albuquerque Earth 
First!ers Neil Cobb and Bobby 
Seeley risked life and limb in 
their defense of the Salt Creek 
Wilderness, other members of 
Albuquerque Earth First! took 
on “Earth Last!.” 

The idea was to have a dual 
action: the blockade and arrest in 
the Salt Creek Wilderness, and a 
demonstration outside the 
Federal Building in Albuquer- 
que. It started out as a typical 
demonstration. Dave Seeley gave 
a rousing speech which inspired 
all the EF! demonstrators. Karen 
Brown whipped the crowd into a 
frenzy, chanting, “Drill Watt, not 
Wilderness” and other slogans. 
Lenora Olsen brought a large 
sheet which had a highway sign 
(red circle and diagonal line) 
depiction of James Watt with his 
horns and bared fangs. 


We will all be happier in a flat 
world. 

“We love our Cadillacs. We 
each drive one, even when we’re 
all going to the same place. And 
we want to have television sets in 
every room, and we want them on 
whether we're watching them or 
not." 

Meanwhile, Blake, the 
redneck, hollered, “If you ail 
don't all get otta here I'm gonna 
personally kick your fannies so 
hard they’ll fly all the way back to 
Russia where you come from. 
You should be going down to 
Roswell and asking good Mr. 
Yates for a job. You should be 
thanking James Watt and our 
President, who are trying to save 
our right to dig up the land. It 
ain't there to look at. He gave us it 
so your old ladies could make 
your toast, in your lousy toasters, 
and you can bet they don’t got 
toast in Russia." 



During the climax of this orgy 
of sentiment, from out of nowhere 
a pickup truck emerged with a 
10-foot, black model of an oil rig 
on the back. On the front of the 
rig was a poster identifying the 
owners: “Earth Last!” The 
symbol of Earth Last! is a picture 
of the Earth with the same 
roadside symbolism as the above- 
mentioned James Watt poster. 
Earth Last! is to corporate plans 
of destruction what Earth First! 
is to love of the land. 

Riding in the back of the 
pickup were two screaming 
members of this diabolical organ- 
ization. One was the horribly mis- 
guided redneck Steve Blake and 
the other a mad eco-corporatist 
David Gold. They were so deep 
into the insanity of their cause 
that they ranted and raved 
simultaneously. Their message of 
destruction was so terrible it can 
only be quoted directly: 

“In Earth Last! our motto is: 
Progress First! People Second! 
Earth Last! We need energy, and 
don't need people, and we sure as 
hell don't need the Earth!,” said 
Gold. 

“All mountains are useless. 
They serve no function at all and 
should be removed. Their 
disorderly shapes cause con- 
fusion. Mr. Watt is just beginning 
a wonderful and orderly process. 


The Earth First! members 
could hard!}' believe their ears. 
When they were informed by 
Earth Last! that it was now time 
to get down on their knees and 
pray to the oil rig, the symbol of 
progress, they could stand no 
more. 

Luckily, one Earth First.'er, 
‘Grizz’ Logsdon, always carries 
his 20-pound. 2-foot pipe wrench 
in his back pocket just in case he 
finds any bulldozers in the wil- 
derness that need “fixin’.” ‘Griz’ 
stands at least seven feet tall and 
is solid muscle except where he 
stores his beer. This mountain of 
a man laid into that symbol of 
progress while the other Earth 
First.'ers cheered him on. ‘Grizz’ 
made quick work of the rig. In 
less than 30 seconds it was scrap. 
Needless to say. the watching 
downtown office workers were 
impressed. 

The Earth Lastlers took off like 
the chiekenshits they really are. 
Standing amidst their pile of 
rubble they cried out, “No 
Earth! Go back to Russia you 
commie faggots. Get a haircut.” 

After Earth Last! had been 
chased away. Karen once again 
rallied the crowd. Dave Seeley 
smashed a head of James Watt. 
Finally, everyone went off to 
Jack's Lounge to celebrate 
another Earth First! victory. 


Letters, cant in tied 

Dear EF! 

Bart's article on The Battle of 
Salt Creek is just further evi- 
dence justifying the increased 
directness needed to stop the 
outrageous destruction of wilder- 
ness planned for. the next few 
years by you-know-who — as if 
justification is needed. 

The SWAAT (Save Wilderness 
At Any Time) teams must be 
poised to truck or ride hard to the 
threatened area, alert other 
organizers and make a stand/ 
spectacle. We must become adept 
at using the press and causing 
guilty parties to make abusive (to 
the dignity of the land and those 
who care) statements. We must 
turn out and demonstrate stead- 
fast outrage, courage, and con- 
viction to defend our Earth 
Mother's last virgin parts! 

Yes. beloved Earth First!ers, 
things are getting gnarly. No 
more souls can be afforded — sold 
out in compromise. I agree with 
Gandhi, believing “where there is 
only a choice between cowardice 
and violence, I would advise vio- 
lence." Before it comes to 
monkeywrenching, we must all 
get in gear and collaboarate, 
strategize, vocalize and adver- 
tise the plight of wilderness. 
Don't Mourn, Organize! It does 
no good to divide our ranks and 
fill our newsletter with debates 
on diet and reproduction 
(granted sex and food are prior- 
ities) — but Earth First! cohesion 
demands that protection of wil- 
derness be #1. 

Anarchistic a: First! 'e, we are 
also as one when it comes to our 
top priority. 

EARTH FIRST! 

— Desolation Dancer 

Dear EF! , 

Deep Ecology is as important 
to wilderness theology as 
freedom is to Hayduke. The 
definition of wilderness as a place 
where man is only a visitor reeks 
of anthropocentrism. John Seed’s 
article, truly inspiring, roused 
my pen and emotion Earth First! 

We as a nation are obviously 
challenged note. Our nation is not 
just that of Woodstock or north of 
the Rio Grande. Ours is without 
border short of the sky. 
“Thinking Globally and Acting 
Locally,” is something Earth 
First! can do which Watt cannot. 

We can cause international 
outrage to bear on the despicable 
mismanagement of “our public 
resources." 

Our perspective must have root 
in Dee]) Ecology, for a true Earth 
First!er would rather die than live 
in a world domesticated and over- 
run by almighty mole-eyed buck 
chaser$. This life and death 
patriotism, ancient as the earth 
bond and strong as mother’s love 
will fuel our spirit and arm our 
visions — creating the reality 
wherein Jimmy Watt will dis- 
cover the difference between his 
ass and a hole in the ground when 
his ill-used cross and dastardly 
decrees are reemed up it. and the 
remainder used to fill the wounds 
he never felt when he okayed the 
holes in the ground. 

We will make a stand at the 
Kalmiopsis!!!! 

Buckaroo Bonnie. EF! Oregon 
Dear EF! 

I have written Congressmen 
and the President telling them 
how I feel about the environ- 
ment. Reagan's aides sent me a 
form letter thanking me for sup- 
porting his anti-abortion move- 
ment! #$%&'*!@<f! As you can see, 

I wasn't pleased with that one. I 
read the article in Outside and 
would like very much to join 
Earth First!. I do not advocate 
violence at all, but I see nothing 
wrong with a little bullying. 

— North Carolina 

Cont'd. Page 11 
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DEAR NED LUDD 


Getting Ready for Resistance 

Many of us have made the 
decision, in principle, to resist the 
American Gothic Junta’s plunder 
of our people’s natural treasures. 
We have decided to stop the des- 
truction of OUR Earth, and we 
know the utter futility of plead- 
ing with Jesse Helms and Jelly- 
bean. We know there is so much 
we can do, especially in the be- 
ginning, with little or no risk. But 
we also know that once we take 
effective action the exploiters will 
squeal like little stuck pigs, and 
call on the repressive forces for 
protection at the trough. The 
greed-and-power elite probably 
won’t get their hands off Earth- 
mother, or their feet off your 
necks, without a protracted 
struggle. Accordingly, resisters 
should be prepared for repres- 
sion before exposing themselves 
to it, and while they should make 
every effort to avoid suspicion, it 
is common sense to be prepared to 
evade the oppressor if necessary. 
It is much easier to go camping 
than to screw around with the 
“legal” system, especially since 
its primary purpose is to protect 
privilege, and to “justify” state 
power. 

While the circumstances of 
each individual’s residence, 
finances, relationships, etc. will 
dictate the exact measures they 
should (and are able to) take, it is 
possible to establish a couple of 
basic' principles: be packed and 
ready to go, and have plenty of 
stashes and caches. It is no good 
waiting until there’s a knock on 
the door before you pack your 
gear, buy a fresh battery for your 
flash, get your boots repaired, 
sew up a ripped seam, and. .Nor 
is it much better to hot-foot it out 
the door with nowhere to go, 
nothing to eat but the rations in 
your pack, and no way to carry on 
the struggle. 

The materials and equipment 
needed for resistance will vary 
according to your objectives, but 
some general suggestions, 
together with simple ecotage 
techniques, will be covered in our 
pamphlet Expedient Means. 
Here I will only discuss gear and 
provisions for what one of my 
sons called “the runaway pack.” 

Anyone who is going to be an 
eeo-resister should already know 
how to pack for terrain and 
season; they don’t need me to tell 
them how many pairs of socks to 
take. Just remember that you 
may not want to go shopping for a 
long time, and most camping 
gear is made light and intended 
for occasional use, while the high- 
visibility color of some equip- 
ment is unacceptable. Military 
surplus is fairly cheap and sturdy 
and it is usually camouflaged, 
which all exposed gear and 
clothing should be. I find it tire- 
some to unpack/ repack every 
time I head for the woods, so I got 
a surplus pack and frame, water- 
proofed the fabric with a coat of 
polyurethane varnish, and keep it 
set aside for this purpose. In it I 
carry a repair kit with thread, 
heavy needles, thimble, buttons, 
grommets. Velcro, scraps of 
cloth, webbing, buckles, laces, 
safety pins, etc. Have a pair of 
nearly new boots and socks beside 
the pack. I keep a pair of camo 
coveralls hanging near mine, 
with the pockets full of things like 
a knife, compass, waterproof 
matches (in w/proof case), snake- 
bite kit, money, papers, flash- 
light with extra lithium (long 
shelf-life) cell, hat, gloves in 
season, etc. 

On top of the main pack I strap 
a ration bag with five day’s food 
(mostly no-cook), instant coffee 


I also pack a very complete 
health care kit; make a note of all 
the health care products you use 
at home, commonly used medica- 
tions, and foot care items such as 
medicated powders and mole- 
skin. Carry the usual disin- 
fectants and antibiotic ointments 
for cuts and scrapes and burns, 
and don’t forget a small pair of 
scissors, tweezers, toilet articles 
and soap. I have packed vitamin 
C crystals and vitamin A pills as 
medicine, while a multiple 
mineral and vitamin goes with 
the rations. Good nutrition is the 
key to staying well, and even a 
well chosen diet based on stored 
foods is likely to be somewhat 
deficient. Two herbal medicines 
deserve special mention: myrrh 
and goldenseal-root powder. 
Myrrh is almost a panacea for 
lesions of the mucus membranes; 
it is great for field treatment of 
dental problems, and can be 
drunk (teaspoon of tincture in 
cup of water) for stomach and 
digestive problems. It can be 
bought (usually requires special 
order) from a pharmacy, or you 
can buy powdered myrrh in a 
health food store and make your 
own tincture (or alcohol solution). 
Add one ounce of powdered 
myrrh to four fluid ounces of 
grain ethanol (190 proof drink- 
ing alcohol) or the strongest 
vodka/rum you can find: shake 
twice daily and it’s ready to use in 
a couple of weeks. Goldenseal 
powder is also good for stomach 
and intestinal problems when 
drunk as a tea. But its most im- 
portant use is to treat inflam- 
mations and infections of the 
eyes. Steep an 1/8 teaspoon of 
powder in four tablespoons of 
just-boiled water; after five 
minutes, poor off the clear yellow 
liquid and use it as an eyewash 
several times a day. 

Along with getting your pack 
and other gear organized, 
develop an early warning system 
that allows you time to pull on 
some clothes and move out. This 
could be as simple as a do-it- 
yourself security system, or you 
might have to look around for a 
new place to stay, as I did. I began 
working on these things just 
after the fascist coup of ’80, and 
have only recently felt that I was 
even minimally prepared, so I 
don’t pretend it is easy. But like so 
many other projects that seem 
daunting when viewed as a 
whole, you just have to take it step 
by step, an item of gear at a time: 
“The longest journey begins with 
a single step.” What else have you 
got to do, besides watching 
Earthmother die? 

Of course you will have to have 
somewhere to go, and you should 
practice getting there the same 
way that you’d have to in an emer- 
gency. You should select a refuge 
that gives access, but is not too 
close to the area in which you plan 
to conduct resistance operations. 
You should carefully reconnoiter 
both refuge and operational 
area(s), and while doing this you 
should attempt not to be 
observed. This will give you prac- 
tice, enhance your security, and 
reveal the feasibility of your 
plans and arrangements, which 
must remain flexible and respon- 
sive to the experience obtained 
during these preparations. 

Probably you will want to hide 
food, gear, and operational 
and soups, and a small aicohol 
burner with fuel. In the same bag 
I keep a canteen cup, water puri- 
fying straw and pills, more 
matches and a lighter, eating 
utensils, and a toothbrush. The 
idea is not to have to break into 
the main pack for something to 
munch. 



materials in the refuge, but at 
least some of the food may be 
hidden along expected routes of 
travel, and resistance material 
may well be stashed near its 
intended point of use. Sugges- 
tions for secure field storage will 
be included in Expedient Means. 

BEGIN AT ONCE, TO BE 
READY ON TIME! 


Playing with Helicopters 
by RR 

Helicopters are useful tools for 
the large scale Earth raper. They 
are used for dam building, 
logging, spraying toxic chemi- 
cals and other heinous practices. 
The monkeywrencher seeking to 
destroy or disable a helicopter 
should be especially cautious in 
this endeavour. Very few of the 
helicopters used in large scale 
construction operations come 
with a price tag under a million 
dollars, and anyone caught 
tampering with that kind of 
investment is likely to be treated 
mercilesly. Also, it would not be 
difficult to endanger someone’s 
life. The idea is to protect the 
Earth, not to reduce helicopter 
pilots to heaps of protoplasm. The 
smooth, sneaky approach should 
give way to obvious destruction so 
as not to cause an in-flight 
accident. 

Helicopters are generally 
made of light materials that are 
easily damaged by a sturdy 
instrument wielded by strong 
arms. Their rotor systems are 
extremely delicate. The slightest 
nick or dent on either a tail or 
main rotor will definitely mean 
mandatory replacement of the 
rotor. I once observed a heli- 
copter main rotor latch onto a 
candy wrapper, and it sounded 
like a giant pterodactyl in the 
process of receiving a barbed 
wire enema. That chopper had to 
be shut down for a 12 hour 
inspection. 

The air speed indicator is a 
little five inch projectile that 
sticks out of the “nose” of the 
helicopter. Be sure to give it a 
good whack. They’re easy to ruin 
and expensive to replace. You 
should also do some damage to 
the cargo hook, which is on the 
belly of the machine. Remember, 
the more diversity in the damage 
you inflict, the longer the 
machine will be shut down. 

Helicopters almost never fly at 
night, and will generally be kept 
at a heliport set up somewhere 
near the construction site, or 
perhaps at the nearest airport. Be 
sure to check thoroughly to see if 
there is a guard before you 
commence with your duties. 

The beauty of effective “heli- 
copter management” is that one 
can generally shut down an 
entire operation while replace- 
ments are sought. At 250 to 2000 
dollars a flight hour, and big 
bucks for availability, a chopper 
is a heavy investment even for the 
likes of Bechtel. In short, an 
individual with creativity and a 
crowbar could quickly and easily 
shut down a helicopter. But 
again, it needs to be stressed that 


on-ground action is by far 
preferrable to taking pot shots at 
a helicopter in flight. Get the 
chopper where it sits, not people 
up in the wild blue yonder. 


Dear Ned: 

Your column is always inter- 
esting and informative. I’d like to 
pass along some info to my 
brothers and sisters of the 
monkeywrench. The US Govern- 
ment Printing Office puts out 
monkey wrenching manuals 
available at low cost to all 
Americans. Particularly inter- 
esting titles from the military 
include: 

Explosi res and Demolitions 
FM5-25 

Engineer Field Data FM 5-34 
(good info on bridge leveling, 
road cratering, etc.) 
Camouflage FM 5-20 
Dismounted Patrolling ST 21-75- 
3 (minimum impact camping 
carried to the extreme and 
anti-tracking techniques) 
Survival, Evasion and Escape 
FM 21-76 

The Ranger Handbook and The 
Special Forces Handbook (both 
compile info from the above 
books along with much more 
and put it in a pocket sized 
book) 

GTA 5-10-28 Demolition Card 
(pocket card made famous by 
Geo. Hayduke) 

Just write the Government 
Printing Office, Washington, 
DC 20402 for prices. Other 
sources for books are Paladin 
Press (POB 1307-BMR, Boulder, 
CO 80306) and Loompanics 
Unlimited (POB 1197, Port 
Townsend, WA 98368). They run 
the gamut from monkeywrench- 
ing to false ID to self defense to 
homesteading although many are 
very right wing. Soldier of 
Fortune magazine has many 
useful ads for monkeywrenchers. 

Oh yeah, Ned, a word of 
warning to any monkeywrenchers 
who read The Anarchist’s Cook- 
book-. Some of the recipes are 
sloppy and could well end up with 
you blown to smithereens. That 
goes for all explosives. Seldom 
when was right. The only way to 
handle all explosives is nervously. 

7M 

Dear Earth First! 

Yes, I am alive and well in 
Hayfork, Trinity County, Ca. I 
originally moved here to retire 
from my more clandestine activ- 
ities because I thought that I 
could live simply and quietly in a 
place that goes so well With my 
name. Hayduke of Hayfork! I also 
thought I might like it here be- 
cause Trinity County has one of 
the most stringent anti-herbicide 
regulations in the world. It com- 
pletely bans the use of phenoxy 
herbicides such as 2, 4-D. What 
better place to make hay and 
watch the sunsets! 

However, the peace and quiet 
that I have enjoyed for the last 
several years was shattered the 
other day as I was four-wheeling 
the logging roads, in search of a 
cliff that I could winch myself off 


of for fun. As I was setting up my 
cable to winch down a cliff caused 
by clearcut erosion, my dog 
Richard Nixon became snared in 
a trap. I quickly released him, 
only to find a bobcat snared near- 
by. My wrath was kindled 
further by the fact that the 
bobcat was in the process of 
chewing its foot off in an effort to 
free itself. I killed it and pro- 
ceeded to find the trapper’s entire 
trap line of 35 traps. I melted the 
traps into bars, which were 
promptly recycled. I had hoped 
that I could go back into retire- 
ment after this escapade. How- 
ever, I found out at the recycling 
center that the USFS was 
preparing an EA that calls for 
the illegal use of herbicides in 
most of the area’s major water- 
sheds, including the town’s water 
supply. I am so appalled and 
enraged that I plan to perma- 
nently come out of retirement 
until our local ordinances are 
upheld by the federal and state 
governments. The. USFS had 
better keep a good mechanic on 
hand, as well as a good supply of 
motor oil, spare tires and 
culverts. High federal budget 
deficits may also make rebuild- 
ing the USFS district office 
difficult. 

Remember, 

HAYDUKE LIVES! 

(In Hayfork) 

P.S. Trap more trappers! 

Mounties Get Supposed 
Ecoteurs 

VANCOUVER. B.C.— The 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
arrested five persons January 21 
and charged them with the May 
31, 1982 bombing of the $4.5 
million British Columbia Hydro 
substation north of Nanaimo on 
Vancouver Island. The carefully 
planned and executed attack 
destroyed three large electric 
plants. The police tactical team, 
disguised as highway workers, 
faked a landslide warning road- 
block on the Squamish Highway 
and arrested five persons alleged 
to be involved in the group Direct 
Action which has claimed respon- 
sibility for the homing. 

Log Skidder Blown Up 

GRANTS PASS, OR-Local 
sheriff’s deputies are investigat- 
ing the possibility that a log skid- 
der blown up around Jan. 20-25 
on the Illinois River was 
destroyed by “radical environ- 
mentalist ecotage.” Local en- 
vironmentalists, however, 
suggest it had nothing to do with 
the environment and was pro- 
bably due to a personal feud 
between loggers (as is common in 
the area). 

Freddies Approve Wilderness 
Drilling in Montana 

CABINET MTNS WILDER- 
NESS — The Forest Service has 
approved plans by ASARCO to 
drill 36 mineral exploration holes 
in the Cabinet Mountains Wil- 
derness. The drilling will last 
four years and is to begin this 
June 1. The Forest Service is al- 
legedly an agency charged with 
protecting wilderness values. 
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SELLOUT IN THE DESERT BY CALIFORNIA BLM 


by Greg Marskell 

— Barstow to Vegas Race 
Reborn by BLM Midwives— 

The California Desert Plan 
serves in many ways as a model for 
Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) administration of the 
public lands throughout the 
United States. The planning pro- 
cess. which culminated in a final 
Desert Plan in 1980 was the most 
intensive such project ever un- 
dertaken by the agency.lt 
provided precedents for the 
management of potential wilder- 
ness, wildlife habitat, livestock 
use, off-road vehicles (ORVs), 
and other resource by the BLM 
nationwide. 

Recently the BLM renounced 
even the guise of responsible 
management of the California 
desert with release of its pro- 
posed 1982 Desert Plan Amend- 
ments. First released in Septem- 
ber 1982, the amendments are 
now in the final EIS phase with a 
public comment period ending 
May 10, 1983. 

Fifty-three amendments to the 
Desert Plan are proposed, the 
most outrageous of which is to 
reestablish the infamous 
Barstow-to-Vegas motorcycle 
race. Other amendments de- 
crease or delete previous wilder- 
ness designation recommenda- 
tions, open additional areas to off- 
road vehicles, and open more 
areas to permitted grazing, 
mining, and other degradation. 
Only a couple of minor amend- 
ments dealing with Areas of 
Critical Environmental Concern 
(ACEC) and a wilderness recom- 
mendation for Woods Mountains 
were environmentally positive. 
Public Comments Ignored 

By the BLM’s own admission, 
the “vast majority” of public 
comments received on the pro- 
posed amendments and draft 
EIS “urged protection of the 
desert and denounced amend- 
ments which would increase the 
use of areas which had been 
designated Class C or Class L” 
(see below). 

For example, the proposed 
reincarnation of the Barstow-to- 
Vegas race received more com- 
ments than any other amend- 
ment, being mentioned by 80% of 
the 808 commentors. According 
to BLM, “the great majority of 
.the comments opposed the race.” 
BLM simply ignored these com- 
ments along with those opposing 
other amendments. This “pres- 
tigious race” (in BLM’s words) is 
still scheduled to receive a permit 
for Thanksgiving weekend 1983. 

In another suspect maneuver, 
BLM extended the public com- 
ment period on the draft EIS 
from November 15, 1982 to 
January 10, 1983 without bother- 
ing to notify those who had 
received the EIS. 

Desert Plan Background 

The California Desert Plan was 
originally mandated by the 
Federal Land Policy and Man- 
agement Act (FLPM A) of 1976 to 
“prepare and implement a com- 
prehensive, long-range plan for 
the management, use, develop- 
ment and protection of the public 
lands within the California 
Desert Conservation Area” (the 
CDCA — which also was created 
by FLPMA). 

BLM released its draft Desert 
Plan and EIS in February 1980; a 
final plan was adopted later that 
year. Although the final Plan was 
considered faulty in many re- 
spects, conservationists regard- 
ed it as a potential improvement 
over business-as-usual at the 
agency. 

The CDCA encompasses about 
25 million acres, one-half of 
which are public lands adminis- 


tered by BLM. The basic plan- 
ning method used is to zone the 
desert into a massive patchwork 
of “Multiple Use Classes,” each of 
which permit different levels of 
resource use/destruction. The 
classes are Intensive (I), Moder- 
ate (M), Limited (L), and Con- 
trolled (C). Class C areas are 
those Wilderness Study Areas 
( WS As) that are recommended as 
“suitable” for wilderness desig- 
nation and are thus subject to 
relatively protective “interim 
management” provisions. Class L 
areas receive some level of 
resource protection (e.g. vehicles 
are supposed to stay on desig- 
nated roads and trails), while 
Class M and I areas are subject to 
almost all forms of resource 
plunder. 

The Desert Plan placed about 
17% of BLM lands in Class C, 49% 
in Class L, 27% in Class M and 4% 
in Class I. The 1982 amendments 
reduce Class C to only 15% while 
increasing all of the other less- 
protective classes. 

The Plan also made recom- 
mendations for or against wil- 
derness desigation by Congress 
for each of the 138 Wilderness 
Study Areas comprising 5.7 
million acres that had been pre- 
viously inventoried. In the final 
Plan, just over two million acres 
(45 areas) were recommended for 
Wilderness designation. This is 
reduced to 1.84 million acres 
under the proposed amendments, 
a 12% loss. 

Throughout the initial plan- 
ning process in 1980, desert 
conservationists worked in vain 
to improve the Desert Plan. 
Major controversies centered 
around ORV regulations and the 
areas to be protected by Wilder- 
ness designation from ORVs, 
vegetation conversions, and other 
abuses. Now it appears that BLM 
is using the Plan amendment 
process to eliminate or down- 
grade the few protective pro- 
visions that were adopted in the 
Desert Plan. 

TH E WORST 
AM EN DM ENTS 

Wilderness Amendments: At 
each step of the California Desert 
wilderness inventory process, 
numerous qualifying areas were 
deleted from further wilderness 
consideration by BLM, as in 
other states. As a result, many 
conservationists supported the 
“Protection Alternative” of the 
draft Plan, which would have 
recommended nearly all the 
WSA acreage as suitable for 
Wilderness designation. This sup- 
port for even modest wilderness 
recommendations was rejected 
by the BLM, which onb - slightly 
improved the 1.8 million-acre 
wilderness component of its “bal- 
anced” Alternative to the draft 
Desert Plan. 

The 1982 amendments will 
reduce or eliminate wilderness 
recommendations for the Pana- 
mint Dunes (Amendment #5), 
Nopah Range (#28-9), Resting 
Springs Range (#39), Green- 
water Valley (#52), Bighorn 
Mountains (#34), Sheephole 
Mountains (#51), Saline Valley 
(#27), and Kelso Dunes (#31-2). 
Only one area, the outstanding 
Woods Mountains WSA, is 
upgraded from non-suitable to 
suitable (#30). 

Almost half of the respondents 
to the proposed amendments and 
draft EIS commented on the 
proposal to delete a portion of the 
Panamint Dunes from wilder- 
ness consideration. According to 
the BLM, “almost all were 
against opening the dunes.” 
Snubbing the public, the BLM 
still proposes to cut the 2,400 
acres containing dunes out of the 
very center of the WSA and open 



The Barstow to Vegas motorcycle race, a “race to end all deserts.” 

— photo from California Wilderness Record 


the area to ORV’s, complete with 
an access road right through the 
WSA. Known rare plants and 
insects on the dunes will be 
destroyed. 

The Bighorn Mountains WSA 
is deleted because “vehicle tracks 
and mining claims ... make it 
difficult to manage as wilder- 
ness.” Other areas are eliminated 
simply because they have “red 
potential” or “red and blue 
potential for locatable minerals” 
on a BLM map! 

The Sheephole Mountains are 
the second largest WSA in the 
California desert. It is totally 
eliminated in the amendments 
due to a partial “checkerboard” 
ownership pattern and “some 
interest in locatable minerals.” 
Part of the WSA is even being 
designated as open to ORVs. 

ORV Amendments: Through- 
out the Desert Plan formulation, 
conservationists attempted to 
impress upon the BLM the need 
to restrict motorized vehicle 
traffic to designated and posted 
routes throughout the public 
lands of the desert. However, 
BLM stuck to its reckless policy 
of allowing ORV use on “exist- 
ing” routes of travel in a large 
portion of the CDCA. This often 
translates into any wash or 
imaginary track that an ORVer 
can find and does nothing to 
prevent cross-country travel. 
Even more wantonly, BLM 
designated half a million acres as 
“open” and not even subject to 
paper controls on OR V damage to 
soils, vegetation, wildlife, and 
archeological values. 

Several of the 1982 amend- 
ments further increase ORV 
abuse in the California Desert. 
The most notable is the reinstitu- 
tion of the outlawed Barstow-to- 
Vegas race (Amendment #6). 

The annual Barstow-to-Vegas 
motorcycle race was initiated in 
1967 with 500 entrants. By 1974, 
it had increased to 3,000 entrants 
and 7,000 spectators. Due to 
public outcry over the massive 
environmental destruction 
caused by the race, BLM refused 
to issue permits after the 1974 
event., A smaller “protest ride” 
■has continued each Thanksgiving 
to date without BLM interfer- 
ence. 

Now BLM is promoting the 
race and plans to permit 1200 
entrants, starting out in waves of 
400 riders extending one- half 
mile wide. The course is about 
104 miles, crosses or runs along 
the boundaries of WSAs as well 


as supposedly “protected” Class L 
areas, and will impair such 
fragile resource areas as the 
Mojave Sink, Soda Lake, Cruci- 
fixion Thorn Unique Plant 
Assemblage, Colosseum Gorge, 
and protected desert bighorn 
sheep range and water resources. 

BLM claims that the proposed 
Desert Plan Amendmer’n EIS 
fulfills the NEPA requirements 
for the first (1983) race, so we 
may well see this most symbolic 
spectacle of public resource 
destruction resurrected on 
Thanksgiving, 1983. 

Another gift to ORVers is the 
expansion of the Rasor Open 
Area (Amendment #7), which is 
sandwiched between two wildlife 
habitat ACECs. BLM admits 
that of several hundred respon- 
dents commenting on this 
amendment, “less than a dozen” 
favored the expansion. BLM’s 
decision was unchanged. 

Another ludicrous change is to 
allow stopping, parking, and 
camping within 300 feet of roads 
(including cherrystems within 
WSAs) instead of the 100 feet 
provided in the Plan. This will 
create a de facto open area within 
600 feet of all roads. BLM’s 
reasoning: “Rockhounds travel in 
groups and need an area which 
allows camping in a circle, not a 
line." 

Miscellaneous Amendments: 
Other amendments increase 
grazing allotments or decrease 
environmental safeguards on 
presently overgrazed ranges, 
decrease the East Mojave Scenic 
Area (which was established in 
1980 to appease those demanding 
national park status for this 
outstanding region), demote 
small areas to less protective land 
use categories, and decrease the 
size of a WSA outside of the 
CDCA. 

The BLM’s current trend of 
downgrading the California 
Desert Plan demonstrates the 
active resistance of this agency 
against properly managing the 
public lands ancbresources under 
its care. The lack of significant 
organized comment by ORVers 
on even the amendments of 
greatest concern to them exposes 
their awareness that the BLM is 
already in their hip pocket. 
Conservationists continue to 
comment and protest to an 
unresponsive BLM for the sake of 
establishing a public record to 
future Congressional or legal 
action or a more responsible 
future administration. 


The Proposed 1982 Amend- 
ments can be obtained by 
interested readers from the 
California Desert District, BLM, 
1695 Spruce Street, Riverside, 
CA 92507. 


Letters, continued 

Dear Wild Bunch. 

A friend of mine spent some 
time, a few years ago, as a 
Mormon missionary working 
with the Hopi people. Is the end, 
after living and working with the 
with the Hopi people. In the end, 
well, maybe it would make more 
sense if the Hopi sent their mis- 
sionaries to work among the 
whites. 

If you haven’t seen them 
already, there are a couple of 
good books on “earth religion” 
that might interest you. 

1) Draining Down the Moon, 
Beacon Press, Boston. 1980, on 
travels among a new generation 
of American “witches and 
druids." This isn’t the usual 
occult crap. It’s quite good. (The 
book was written by Margot 
Adler, a reporter for National 
Public Radio.) 

2) John Muir and liis Legacy, 
A hefty history of the American 
environmental movement by 
Steven Fox. Published by Little, 
Brown, and Co., Boston, 1981. 
The lastchaptergivesa very good 
account of “the religion of con- 
servation" and its influence in 
the rise of the modern ecology 
movement." 

3) Dreaming the Darh, Beacon 
Press. 1982. A good account of 
"Neo-Paganism” and radical 
ecology action by an anti-nuclear 
activist known as “Starhawk.” 

4) The Wag of the Shaman, 
Available in paperback. A good 
how-to-do-it text on shamanism 
by a university anthropologist 
(Michael Harner) turned 
shaman. 

The mainstream environmen- 
tal movement — the penny-loafer 
crowd — lost its sense of spiritu- 
ality years ago. John Muir, Henry 
Thoreau, and Walt Whitman— if 
they came back to life — would all 
embarrass the hell out of the 
Audubon and Sierra Club 
bureaucrats. (Remember back in 
the early 1970s when people 
called FOE’s David Brower “the 
Arch-Druid’’?— Well, nobody 
talks like that — in public — in 
FOE nowadays.) 

—Boston, MA 

Cont'd. Page H 
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MIND BENEATH THE SILVER SKY 

by Otter G’Zell 


You are floating- in perfect 
weightlessness, perfect balance. 
Between the silver ceiling above 
and the grey rocky floor far be- 
neath, you perceive your world 
with crystal clarity, for the utter 
transparency of your space 
extends a thousand miles in all 
directions, with no horizons until 
the floors rise to pierce the 
ceiling. You feel the minute dif- 
ferences of temperature, the 
movement of subtle currents, the 
delicate flavors and aromas of 
myriad creatures and places. All 
things in yoUr world are known to 
you, from the minute organisms 
thatdrift in the upper currents to 
the great tentacled monsters that 
lurk in the deepest canyons. To 
your senses, all flesh, even the 
very mud that carpets the floor, is 
translucent to transparent. You 
know the location of all of your 
own kind throughout your world, 
their names, life histories, the 
conditions of their health, and the 
development of the young within 
their mothers’ wombs. You can 
sing with the others in complex 
gargantuan symphonies and sol- 
emn .solos, or exchange rapid 
bursts of information with the 
little click-whistlers who are 
smaller, than one of your limbs. 
You know them all, and under- 
stand all their speech. Your per- 
ceptions can be extended into a 
full sphere, or focused into a tight 
beam, and can penetrate to the 
very core of anythi ng between the 
floor and ceiling of your world. 
And your ceiling is not an impas- 
sable barrier, but merely the 
shimmering portal between your 
weightless world and another 
realm of light and gravity, into 
which you can leap, only to fall 
back ever safely into your own 
domain. You are 60 million years 
old. . .remember? The songs of 
your people contain the sagas and 
memories of all your ancestors 
who have ever lived in this clear 
and weightless immensity, back 
to the dawn of your species, and 
beyond. You remember epic 
battles with the vast hordes of 
kraken that inhabit the abysmal 
deeps. You recall the coming of 
others from beyond the sky, crea- 
tures who, like you, must draw 
their breath from the upper 
world. Some have possessed intel- 
ligence, with clever paws far 
more dexterous than your own 
fingerless flukes, and could pick 
up stones from the floor with 
Which to crack open the shelled 
animals they loved to eat, as they 
lay on their backs upon the silver 
ceiling of the world. And you re- 
member the time, more than 10 
million years ago, when a new 
kind of dexterous creature came 
down from the world above — 
long-limbed tailless beings, who 
played and loved with your 
smaller cousins and with the 
tailed shell-crackers. Over the 
millenia you watched them, as 
they lost their body fur to become 
as smooth as your People, and as 
they learned to use pebbles, rocks 
and bones for tools, and grew in 
intelligence. Eventually, they 
returned to live in the upper 
realm, but continued to visityour 
domain to play, and to tell of their 
earthly paradise. The little click- 
whistlers were proud of their 
friendly pets, and pledged to 
protect and rescud them when- 
ever they got into trouble in the 
world beneath the silver sky. All 
the four score and more Peoples 
of your world honored the cove- 
nant between the worlds above 
and below, and even the fiercest 
refrained from attacking the 
tailless ones. And you remember 
the times when great fiery moun- 
tains plunged through the silver 
sky, rending the rocks below and 


turning your homeworld into an 
inferno of agony; when the floor 
split open and flaming death 
erupted upward, and your People 
died by uncounted millions, and 
much was forgotten. But always 
you survived and recovered, and 
the ancient memories returned, 
for the voice of the Great Mother 
spoke to you and through you. . . 
and all must once again be well, 
for you were of an eternal 
people. . . 

But all is not well now, for in the 
last few centuries the smooth tail- 
less ones have inexplicably un- 
dertaken the brutal annihilation 
of all the Peoples of your world. 
They have attacked with 
weapons of monstrous horror, 
metal missiles which explode 
within your bodies, and the cries 
of your dying kin reverberate 
throughout the furthest reaches of 
your once peaceful realm. They 
come in unbreakable vessels 
riding upon the sky, and they 
come not to speak with the 
Peoples as of old, but only to kill. 
And you cannot know their pur- 
pose in so doing, though the 
questions are pondered among all 
the Peoples, from the pods of 
children to the council circles of 
elders: Why have your one-time 
pets and playmates turned 
against you, and why with such 
ruthless savagery? Have you not 
honored the Covenant? Have they 
cause to feel wronged by the 
People? Can they not feel the pain 
of the Mother, nor hear Her an- 
guished cries? No one can 
answer, and every year there are 
fewer left to try. Unless the kil- 
ling stops, very soon, the People 
will be no more, and the kraken 
will rise. And when the People 
are gone, gone too, will be the 
memories, the songs, the wisdom, 
the knowledge and the conscious- 
ness that is the mind of the 
Mother of All Life. For you hold 
Her memories, in the brains of all 
the People, and when you die, the 
wellsprings of all Her great 
wisdom will run dry. 

This past Labor Day (1980) 
marked the tenth anniversary of 
my personal revelation of The 
Goddess as planetary organism— 
a perspective that is beginning to 
gain popular acceptance as The 
Gaia Hypothesis (a term suggest- 
ed by novelist William Golding, 
and popularized by British at- 
mospheric biochemist James 
Lovelock). My own arrival at the 
Gaia Hypothesis (which I termed 
“Theagenesis”) was derived from 
the observation that each of us, as 
human individuals, begins our 
existence as a single cell— a 
zygote — which eventually multi- 
plies, specializes, evolves and 
matures into an adult organism 
comprising some three trillion 
cells. And yet we, as aggregate 
collections of these trillions of 
individual cells, continue to func- 
tion and perceive ourselves as 
single organisms. This is because 
of the continuity of protoplasm 
and DNA which from the minis- 
cule amount provided in the 
original zygote infuses every one 
of the cells in our bodies, thus 
insuring that we remain an or- 
ganic whole. For this reason it is 
possible to clone another indivi- 
dual from the nucleus of any cell 
in a body. 

Just so, there is overwhelming 
evidence to indicate that all life 
now on Earth (with the possible 
exception of some viruses) is de- 
rived from a single original cell 
which formed around four billion 
years ago. The basic amino acids 
and the DNA in every cell of 
every plant and animal on our 
planet are made up of exactly the 
same molecular components. 
Strip away the cell walls (con- 


taining the antibodies which 
serve to maintain organismic 
integrity) from cells of a human 
and a carrot, and they will flow 
together, merge and continue to 
function as a hybrid chimera. 
Thus we may look upon these past 
four billion years of evolution as 
•the maturation of a vast living 
creature 7,900 miles in diameter. 
In the body of such an immense 
being, we and all other individual 
animals and plants would be ana- 
logous to the individual cells of 
our own bodies. If such an 
analogy may be drawn, then 
what sort of cells might the 
members of our own species cor- 
respond to? “In man,” says James 
Lovelock, “Gaia has the equiva- 
lent of a central nervous system 1 .” 
I had originally made an indenti- 
cally anthropomorphic assump- 
tion in saying “Just as in the 
human body the brain and 
nervous system is the last organ 
to develop, so in Terra the last 
biome to develop is the 
Noosphere, composed of Earth’s 
aggregate population of homo 
sapiens." 2 However, subsequent 
studies I have read on the brains 
of cetaceans have convinced me, 
instead, that humans may be 
more modestly equipped to serve 
rather in the manner of peripher- 
al neurons and ganglia (commu- 
nication networks) than as the 
planetary “brain” itself (data 
storage and processing). Those 
Tolkein-inspired Neo-Pagans 
who call themselves The Elf 
Queen’s Daughters have taken 
the notion of our role in the plane- 
tary nervous system one step fur- 
ther and refer to people with left- 
brain dominance as “motor 
neurons” and those with right- 
brain dominance as “sensory 
neurons.” 

Princeton psychologist Julian 
Jaynes has proposed the startling 
theory that the ancient pantheons 
of dieties existed in actuality as 
manifestations of the collective 
right cerebral hemispheres of 
their worshippers, in the same 
way that our conscious minds are 
products of the speech centers 
(Wernick’s area) of our 
individual left brains. 3 Writing 
elsewhere, 4 I have discussed in 
this context the phenomenon 
known to the ancients as the 
Triple Muse (three distinctly 
feminine voices “heard” singing 
in unison) and suggested that this 
Muse represents the perceptual 
voice of the Triple Goddess. 
Going a step beyond Jung’ s “col- 
lective unconscious,” I further 
suggested that the Triple God- 
dess may indeed represent the 
collective awareness of a commu- 
nity, country, or people. For it is 
of course my contention that this 
vast being we call Earth is not 
only alive, but sentient. And it is 
the very soul of our living planet 
that we "have known from of old as 
Gaea, Hertha, Mother Earth. 

Delphinologist John Lilly 5 has 
pointed out that whales and dol- 
phins are equipped with two 
organs of vocalization — one in 
each half of the dual blowhole— 
and as a consequence, they can 
carry on two separate simultan- 
eous communications with other 
cetaceans on either side of them, 
or a single harmonious exchange 
in stereo, utilizing both sets of 
vocal apparatus in synchroni- 
zation. The obvious implication is 
that the “speech” and “language" 
areas in the cetacean brain are 
equally developed in both cere- 
bral hemispheres. What fully 
functional Wernicke’s areas in 
both sides of the brain would 
imply in view of Jaynes’ theory of 
the bicameral mind is beyond the 
scope of my present speculation, 
but I must point out that the 


brain of a dolphin may have up to 
40 percent greater cortical areas 
than a human brain, while the 
brain of a whale may be many 
times that. Since the major vocal 
activity of these gentle levia- 
thans appears to be the composi- 
tion and performance of elabor- 
ate vocal symphonies, might not 
the sweetly feminine unison 
voices of the Muses (and perhaps 
even the haunting songs of the 
legendary Sirens) have been 
broadcast to ancient poets and 
sailors from the minds of whales? 
Certainly there is ample indica- 
tion from myth and history that 
cetacea were once held in special 
esteem 11 . Delphi, the site of the 
most ancient oracle of the Earth- 
Mother, means both “dolphin” 
and “womb.” Paintings of dol- 
phins form a recurrent theme in 
murals from Crete, Etruria and 
Carthage. The “friendly whale” is 
included in shamanie drawings 
revealing the “Mysteries of the 
Earth Mother among the Cuna 
Indians of Panama.” 7 And count- 
less legends hint at an almost 
symbiotic relationship between 
dolphins and our own ancestors, 
as well as more recent and well- 
documented tales such as that of 
Pylorus Jack. 

It is my suggestion, then, that 
within the body of Gaia, our 
planetary organism and Earthly 
Mother, the analog of the 
cerebral cortex is to be found in 
the dolphins and whales. I fur- 
ther suggest that a symbiotic 
“neural” link between our respec- 
tive species was forged millions 
of years ago, when our pre- 
hominid forebears fled to the seas 
to survive the twelve-million year 
long Pleocene drought, and so lost 
our body hair. 8 This ancient cove- 
nant is still honored by all the 85 
species of cetacea, whose history 
was already 50 million years old 
when we first climbed down from 
the trees to flounder in the pri- 
mordial surf. To this day, we 
remain the only swimming 
primates, and sea otters and dol- 
phins remain the only wild 
animals on Earth to seek our 
companionship as friends and 
playmates. But in the past few 
centuries, mankind has ruptured 
this bond most grievously with 
the unrelenting slaughter and 
genocide of our oceanic elders: 


otters and seals for their pelts; 
mighty whales for oil, lipstick and 
dog food; and playful dolphins for 
competing with commercial fish- 
ermen. 

I have elaborated elsewhere 9 
upon the nature and effects of 
the planetary cataclysm which 
occurred 3500 years ago, setting 
us on the path of alienation from 
the Earth that Western civiliza- 
tion has pursued ever since. 1500 
BCE was the ending of the 
Bronze Age and the beginning of 
the Age of Iron; the time of the 
Exodus, and the rise of Sky- 
Father monotheism; the eruption 
of Thera, and the obliteration of 
the Minoan thalassocracy; the 
Aryan invasion (“Aryan” 
meaning both “iron” and 
“meteor,” for the first iron 
weapons were forged at this time 
from meteorites) and the destruc- 
tion of Mohenjodaro. It was the 
twilight of the Goddess, and the 
dawn of patriarchy. And what 
would be the impact of planetary 
cataclysm upon populations of 
cetacea? Certainly it is not diffi- 
cult to imagine the consequences 
of major undersea earthquakes 
and vulcanism. Water heated by 
such geothermal forces would rise, 
creating surface temperatures 
far exceeding the toleration 
limits of air-breathing homeo- 
thermic creatures whose natural 
habitat in icy seas had caused 
them to evolve thick layers of 
insulating blubber. In all areas of 
the oceans that were subjected to 
particularly intense geothermal 
activity (which would include 
much of the Pacific, the mid- 
Atlantic, the Indian, and a good 
part of the Arctic and Antarctic , 
as well) the whales would be, if 1 
not boiled alive outright, at least 1 
suffocated by intolerable heat. 
And the baleen whales, whose 
diet consists of tiny crustaceans 
and mollusks called krill, as well 
as plankton, would find the avail- 
able supply of such surface-level 
organisms severely reduced from 
the increased surface heat, to 
which they would be particularly 
vulnerable. And in the decima- 
tion of the whale populations that 
would have followed inevitably 
from- cataclysm, the Earth 
Mother would have suffered 
radical lobotomy, removing the 
presence of Her consciousness 
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.rom the new Age of Iron that 
followed. If not dead, the Mother 
at least remained unconscious 
long enough for the new Sky- 
Father Gods (Zeus, Yahveh, 
Indra. Odin) to conquer Her sur- 
viving children, and every flick- 
ering of Awakening (Renais- 
sance) that has occurred since has 
been ruthlessly suppressed and 
obliterated by agents of the 
celestial patriarchy. 

In this context, then, hpw are 
we Pagan, pantheist, and Neo- 
Pagan peoples to regard the con- 
tinuing and relentless extermin- 
ation of the whales and dolphins? 
Certainly an act of genocide on 
any scale is heinous enough, but 
in this case we are witnessing not 
merely the eradication of a single 
human community, nor even of a 
whole race of humanity, but of 
dozens of entire species of great 
and wonderful beings, far wiser 
and more ancient than the total- 
ity of human experience, with a 
record of . total benevolence 
towards us throughout our record- 
ed history. Moreover, if it is true, 
as I hereby suggest, that the 
whales and dolphins house within 
their complex and superior brains 
the very mind itself of our entire 
planet, then their , destruction 
must be perceived as the deliber- 
ate lobotomizing of our own dear 
Mother. Can a body live when its 
brain has been totally destroyed? 
Perhaps, as a drooling idiot or a 
raving maniac, it could. But can 
we, who know, love and serve our 
Mother, permit this fate to over- 
take Her without doing every- 
thing within our power to pre- 
vent it? I hope not. When one sees 
one’s own Mother being raped, 
tortured and mutilated, is it suf- 
ficient to file orderly petitions 
with the sadists politely request- 
ing that they desist? At some 
point it becomes necessary to 
throw one’s own body into the 
fray, to fight, and if necessary, to 
kill those who will not be per- 
suaded by milder means to cease 
their attack. In this case, my 
brothers and sisters, defending 
the very life and soul of our com- 
mon Mother means sinking whal- 
ing ships, cutting dolphin nets, 
dynamiting shipyards, and 
speaking out in councils of native 
Americans, that the whales may 
survive; that the Earth may live; 
that we may evolve. 

For we must never delude our- 
selves into believing that their 
fate— that Her fate — is not our 
fate too. 

We are floating weightless 
above an abyss. Below is the 
murky past and above is the sil- 
very future. Between ourselves 
and that silvery world we see a 
spreading shadow — a stain of 
blood dyingthe waters crimson — 
and it’s growing larger every 
twelve minutes. 
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MUTTERINGS FROM MAMA 


BELTANE 


“Fire! blaze and burn the 
witches; fire! fire! burn the 
witches,” they sang in Scotland as 
they danced around a bonfire on a 
hilltop or promontory to scare 
away the witches believed to be 
casting spells on the cattle and 
stealing their milk. On the first of 
May, Beltane (Anglicized form), 
witches were thought to reach the 
full realization of their powers 
with the increase of energy from 
the sun. (The original names for 
the days were Bealtaine, Irish 
Gaelic pronounced bfyoLtinnuh; 
or Bealtuinn, Scottish Galic pro- 
nounced B'yal-ten.) The eve of 
May Day, like the eve of Samhain 
(now called Hallowe'en) was a 
time of the opening or weakening 
of barriers between planes of 
existence, providing opportu- 
nites for calling forth spirits or 
energies to cause mischief, and 
thus giving rise to rituals among 
followers of institutional Chris- 
tianity to protect against these 
workings. Anexampleisthecele- 
bration of Walpurgisnacht in 
Germany on May Day eve. “St. 
Walpurgis Night” is named after 
an English abbess who founded 
religious houses for women in 
Germany in the eighth century. 
Her efforts at preserving women 
from the evils of sex and worldli- 
ness led to her being viewed as a 
protector against witchcraft. 

In fact, the original Pagan cele- 
brations on Beltane had nothing 
to do with malificent spirits. 
From Russia to Peru, from 
Iglulik in the Arctic to the sunny 
land of Greece, sacred fires are lit 
at the beginning of summer (Bel- 
tane) and the beginning of winter 
(Samhain), and constitute the two 
major Pagan festivals of the year. 
They were apparently inspired as 
year markers for herdsmen, not 
by the agricultural cycle. Tra- 
ditionally, the cattle were taken 
to the high pastures to crop the 
fresh grass at the first of May, 
when fear of severe cold was past, 
and were brought back to stall or 
slaughter at the approach of cold 
weather. These religious cele- 
brations of the changing seasons 
adapted well as agriculture de- 
veloped, since Beltane comes at 
the end of sowing and Samhain at 
the end of harvesting. 

Beltane is named after the 
Danaan (Celtic) god, Bel, Beli, 
Belus or Belinus, whose bird is 
the robin. Bel was the Supreme 
God of Light (but not a true Sun 
God, since the Tuatha de Danaan 
or Celts considered the sun to be 
feminine), either as her son or 
through a “sex change operation” 
occurring with the cultural 
change from mother-rule to 
father-rule. Elsewhere Bel was 
known as Marduk (Babylonian), 
Jupiter (Roman), Thor (Teu- 
tonic), and Baal (Canaanitey, 
Lord of Lightning and Thunder. 
Prior to the deification of Jesus, 
male gods were primarily repre- 
sentative of the energies used in 
war (anger) and sex (lust). Within 
pre-Christian cultures, these 
forces were not viewed as good or 
evil in themselves; even the evalu- 
ation of events as “good” or “evil” 
was quite subjective. Life was 
considered a constant conflict 
and interplay of forces, all of 
which could either benefit or 
harm one. What was “good” to one 
individual might be simultan- 
eously “evil” to another. These 
and other powerful archetypal 
energies were controlled and per- 
suaded to benefit their wor- 
shippers through ritual, medita- 
tion, prayer, and sacrifice. But 
the gods were capricious and 
could exert their powerful 
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energies and cause fires, floods, 
rape and murder as casually as 
they warmed the house, watered 
the fields, created babies and 
destroyed one’s enemies. To the 
early Jews, their god was not 
“better” or more loving than the 
gods he displaced but more 
powerful. Separation into light 
and dark; benevolent and cruel 
deities occurred shortly before 
the advent of Christianity, which 
adopted the separatist concept 
and invented Satan. 

Baal provides a good case study 
illustrating this. To the Jewish 
authors of the Bible, Baal was 
perceived as evil (the general fate 
of competitors tp one’s deity), but 
to the Canaanite myth, when Mot 
(god of death and sterility) is 
ravaging the world, Baal goes to 
fight him and is defeated and sent 
to the underworld. While Baal is 
gone, crops wither and the world 
is barren. But Baal’s sister Anath 
(also Asherah, Astarte) seeks out 
his body and gives it proper 
burial. She then takes revenge on 
Mot, saying “Death, thou shalt 
die.” She chops him with sword, 
burns him with fire, grinds him 
in a mill, and sows him in the 
fields. The death of Death brings 
about the resurrection of Baal 
and the revival of Earth’s fertil- 
ity. Readers of previous columns 
will recognize this myth, which 
in common with its brethren 
worldwide contains an eternal 
female and a two-sided male god 
(light and dark, growth and 
death) who dies and is resurrect- 
ed. Beltane (or Ostara) is thus a 
celebration of the return of the 
sun’s energy, of new growth, and 
of life superseding death in the 
timeless cycle in which life and 
death have equal value, and thus 
lust and anger have positive roles 
to play in their place. 

Like all the other pagan (i.e„ 
peasant) holidays, Beltane seems 
to be mostly another ancient 
excuse for a drunken orgy. Along 
with dancing around the bonfire 
and jumping through it to assure 
good luck, Beltane was a time of 
dancing around the maypole, love 
chases, “greenwood marriages,” 
and staying up all night to watch 
the sun rise. The maypole dance 
was such an obviously phallic 
worship ritual that the Puritan 
Parliament in England made it 
illegal in 1644; the restoration of 
the monarchy revoked the law. 
Pagan holidays are so consistent- 
ly celebrated with unrestrained 
joy and. sexual liberty, one 
wonders if those were the only 
times of year when people en- 
gaged in sexual activity— a kind 
of birth control through ritual. 
Certainly, the burgeoning of the 
world’s population occurred after 
sex became the irresistable 
“forbidden fruit” reviled as evil 
by the religious patriarchs at- 
tempting to supplant pagan 
beliefs and practices. 

Robin Hood, who was likely an 
actual historical character, is 

also a mythological one intimate- 
ly bound up in May Day folklore, 
along with Maid Marion and 

Little John. The numbers of 

people with such surnames as 

Hodson, Robinson, Jenkinson, 
Johnson, etc., owe their ancestry 
to some distant May Eve in the 
woods. In addition to being Bel’s 
bird in Celtic myth! the name 
“Robin” in French means a ram 
and/or a devil. A pamphlet pub- 
lished in London in 1939 depicts 
Robin Goodfellow as an ithyphal- 
lic god of the witches, with young 
ram’s horns sprouting from his 
forehead, cloven hooves, and a 
coven of men and women witches 


dancing around him. In Cornwall 
England, “Robin” is a synonym 
for phallus. Maid Marian (mer- 
maid) is another incarnation of 
the love goddess from the sea. 

After the first of May, in an- 
cient Greece and in England, 
people went about in old clothes, 
abstained from sexual relation- 
ships, and washed the temples 
and images of gods. It was con- 
sidered a very unlucky month for 
marriages. The Greek Goddess, 
Maia, meaning “grandmother” 
and being but another name for 
the great White Goddess of ma- 
triarchal times, was propitiated 
at marriages at any time of the 
year, since marriages were con- 
sidered hateful to teh Goddess. 
This is understandable since 
marriage as we know it was the 
invention of male-dominated cul- 
ture. As long as children and 
property belonged to the mother 
and were inherited through the 
female line, marriage was un- 
necessary since there is never any 
doubt about who the mother of a 
child is. However, for property 
and children to belong to the 
father, it is mandatory that the 
woman belong to the man, take 
his name, and have no other 
sexual partner. I doubt that 
jealously over sexual relation- 
ships was a problem until it 
became economically meaning- 
ful. 

Thus, May from about the 
middle on was the month of puri- 
fication, and enforced chastity, 


ending about the middle of June. 
The overlapping of the lunar and 
solar calendars probably 
explains the seeming contradic- 
tion between this historical 
custom and the Ballad of Robin 
Hood and the Coi tal Friar which 
begins; 

But how many merry months 
be there in the yeare? 

There are thirteen, I say; 

The mid-summer moon is the 
merryest of'all. 

Next to the merry month of 
May. 

So have a merry May Day, and 
then behave yourselves until we 
meet again at summer solstice. 


Happy Wedding, Grouch! 

All of us here at Earth First! 
would like to offer our best wishes 
to our friend and Letters to the 
Editor correspondent, The 
Grouch, and his wife upon their 
wedding in March. 

Dear EF! 

In paraphrase of Patrick 
Henry 

Gentlepeople may cry, “Peace, 
Love, Dove,” but there is no peace 
in OUR land: a war has already 
begun! Every wind carries the 
stench of death; even the rains 
burn the land, as its life is poi- 
soned and consumed. Our bothers 
and sisters are already in the 
field; why stand we idle? Is life 
amid the toxic wastes in a radio- 
active moonscape so dear? Is 
peace so sweet as to be purchased 
at the price of Earth’s life? 

I know not what course others 
may take, but I will defend this 
land, or water the Tree of 
Liberty. 

— Sam Adams 


^QW^grgThTp a r i 
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MORRIS BERMAN’S POLITICS OF CONSCIOUSNESS 

by Denis ). Brion 


In his recent book, The Reen- 
ehantment of the World (Cornell 
Univ. Press, 1981), Morris 
Berman presents, from his per- 
spective as an historian of 
science, an account of the emer- 
gence and maturation of the 
“Cartesian” consciousness that 
pervades Western culture. 
Although it may be surprising, 
our present consciousness repre- 
sents only a recently-emerged 
stage in a long process of devel- 
opment. Until the Scientific 
Revolution of the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries,, our con- 
scious world was one in which we 
recognized that phemomena 
were a mental construct, and in 
which we tended to function with 
a sense of participation with 
these phenomena. A revolution- 
ary consequence of Rene Descar- 
tes’ mechanical philosophy, with 
its cornerstones of rationalism 
and empiricism, is our present 
stage of consciousness. This con- 
sciousness, in which we no longer 
recognize the synthetic nature of 
phenomena and in which a rigid 
distinction has been established 
between the observer and the ob- 
served, has almost completely 
eradicated our ancient sense of 
participation. 

Berman’s estimable book is 
more than a revealing history of 
consciousness. It is also an anal- 
ysis of the nature of our current 
stage of development and an 
exploration of the consequences 
of its emergence. Berman’s 
analysis is both predictive and 
normative — predictive in its 
identification of factors that 
suggest the coming breakdown of 
Cartesian consciousness, and 
normative in its identification of 
the al ienation of humans from the 
natural world as the principle 
functional flaw of Cartesian con- 
sciousness. 

In hisconcludingchapter,“The 
Politics of Consciousness,” 
Berman argues for the 
emergence of a planetary culture 
generated from the coming post- 
Cartesian consciousness. This 
planetary culture— character- 
ized by mankind “fitting into 
nature rather than attempting to 
master it”— can evolve if the new 
consciousness emerges in a “safe 
context”— political decentraliza- 
tion based on “biotic provinces” 
(pp. 292-295). As a law teacher 
specializing in land law and the 
law of local government, I have 
found myself increasingly drawn 
to the question of how American 
law can be developed both in 
order to protect ecological values 
and to protect and foster local 
communities. On reading The Re- 
enchantment of the World I real- 
ized that my posing of that ques- 
tion could quite accurately be 
described as in implicit accep- 
tance of Berman’s proposition 
that there ought to be an evolu- 
tion toward a planetary culture 
and an inquiry into the role that 
the law ought to play in answer- 
ing what Berman asks in his con- 
cluding chapter, “How are we 
going to get there?” 

In The Polities of Conscious- 
ness. Berman takes pains (pp. 
285-292) to emphasize the impor- 
tance of safe context in order to 
prevent another possible pro- 
duct of post-Cartesian conscious- 
ness — an elitist culture in which 
both humans and nature are 
dominated. In describing his 
safe context, however, Berman 
seems to dispense with any mech- 
inisms for containing power, 
which he describes (p. 275) as 
“the ability to make others do 
what you want them to against 
their will.” This apparent lacuna, 
is of course, consistent with Ber- 
man’s planetary culture in which 


power over others is “a contradic- 
tion in terms (p. 275). 

I am much less sanguine that 
political decentralization alone 
will eliminate the need to con- 
strain power. I should think that 
some additional intervention is 
needed and that it is worthwhile 
for people of my persuasion to 
worry about such matters. This is 
no doubt merely a conceit that 
what we lawyers do really mat- 
ters. I suspect also that my 
concerns are generated by a law- 
yer’s preoccupation with power — 
specifically with institutional 
structures and with the rights 
and liberties of individuals. 

Even if, however, humans can 
dispense with consciously- 
imposed constraints on power 
when planetary culture is ulti- 
mately achieved, it would seem 
that the interim problem of de- 
veloping a safe context is still a 
matter of constraining and chan- 
neling the exercise of power. 
Thus, my current groping for 
solutions tends to involve at least 
some engineering of society. Let 
me try to justify that by con- 
sidering, first, ecological values 
and, secondly, political decen- 
tralization. 



1. Ecological Values 

To put it simply, American law 
is hostile to ecological values. 
From the mid-nineteenth century 
until the late 1960s, it 
increasingly assumed a 
simplistic utilitarian bias-- 
simplistic in the sense of a 
presumption in favor of 
efficiency in resource allocation 
in order to maximize society’s 
gross material output. The en- 
vironmental movement that 
began in the late 1960s has had 
a highly visible impact on legal 
matters, but I doubt that it has 
altered the law very deeply. 

Starting in the 1930s, a second 
development, the explosion of 
legislative activity, has 
proceeded concurrently with the 
growing utilitarian bias. This has 
caused a tremendous shift in the 
nature of the “stuff of the law.” 
Previously, this stuff was 
generated primarily by the 
common law process. Indeed, this 
stuff was the common law process 
itself-much like Waddington’s 
“homeorhesis” which Berman 
cites (p. 284). Because of the 
growing volume of statutes, the 
stuff of the law is coming to be 
dominated by the positivist edicts 
of the administrative state-much 
like Waddington’s homeostasis. 

Thus, in spite of the frenzied 
activity of the environmentalists, 
about all that has happened is 
that environmental protection 
has simply been added to the 
many “approved” societal values 
to be manipulated by the 
administrative state. When this 
value comes into conflict with 


others, the conflict is resolved by 
a balancing process. This 
process, however, goes forward 
with the utilitarian presumption 
basically intact. 

I have found only one glimmer 
of light in the stuff of recent 
American jurisprudence-a 1970 
decision of the Wisconsin 
Supreme Court which ruled on a 
challenge to the state’s wetlands 
protection statute. The challenge 
was brought by the owner of a 
lakefront parcel whose plans to 
fill in the wetlands for second- 
home sites had been frustrated by 
the statute. The court rejected the 
landowner’s argument that he 
was effectively being denied his 
constitutionally-protected right 
to private property because he 
was left with economically 
worthless land. The court in 
effect turned the issue on its head 
by holding instead that the land 
owner’s property rights did not 
entitle him to use the land 
inconsistently with its natural 
ecological functions. Unfortun- 
ately I have not found any other 
instances of such non-traditional 
reasoning by American courts. 

As the nature of American law 
becomes more positivist, its cap- 
acity for autonomy — imposing 
independent values on what the 
state does — tends to recede, and 
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the law tends to become merely a 
tool of the state. In these circum- 
stances, the insensitivity of the 
law to biotic communities opens 
the way to some chilling pros- 
pects. I take it that the latest 
theory of evolution, which des- 
cribes the process as the “sur- 
vival of the fittest genes,” is, as a 
positive matter, pretty solid. The 
sociobioligists, however, also 
accept this process normatively 
(p. 284 again: homeostasis, taken 
to its logical conclusion, means 
that “whatever is, is right”). 

A graphic example of the chil- 
ling prospects of sociobiology 
taken normatively is provided by 
Lewis Thomas in his two collec- 
tions of essays, The Lives of a Cell 
(Viking, 1974) and The Medusa 
and the Snail (Viking, 1979). In 
the essay “Natural Man,” 
Thomas spins out a vision of the 
future by extrapolating from 
humankind’s current process of 
transforming and covering 
earth’s surface: 

We have become, in a painful, 
unwished-for way, nature 
itself. We have grown into 
everywhere, spreading like a 
new growth over the entire 
surface, touching and affect- 
ing every other kind of life, 
incorporating ourselves. The 
earth risks being eutrophied 
by us. We are now the domi- 
nant feature of our own en- 
vironment. 

Thomas’s vision finds a new 
planetary being, whose nature 
seems to be described by the ter- 
mite nests and bee hives in his 
essays. "On Societies as Organ- 
isms” and “The Tucson Zoo.” In 
this vision, humankind is 
reduced to “motile tissue spec- 
ialized for receiving informa- 
tion,” no more than a “special 
phase in the morphogenesis of the 
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earth.” This planetary being, the 
evolution of which could quite 
plausibly be abetted by a purely 
positivist, instrumentalist law, is 
the antithesis of planetary cul- 
ture precisely because, within it, 
humans are no longer indivi- 
duals. Ironically, this planetary 
being is also a biotic community, 
even though, as itevolves, it total- 
ly destroys biotic diversity. 

To my mind, humans are hu- 
mans precisely to the extent that 
they rebel against the evolutio- 
ary process of gene survival. (I 
realize, of course, that this posi- 
tion leads to all sorts of incon- 
sistencies and ironies, not the 
least of which might be giving up 
a basis for disagreeing with gene 
manipulation.) If the law instead 
abetted this rebellion by giving 
humans as individuals a right to 
the maintenance of maximum 
diversity in biotic communities, 
then this mightconstitute at least 
a first step in developing an eco- 
logical constraint on what 
humans do. This right must be 
enforceable by individuals as 
individuals, since the state itself 
cannot ultimately be depended 
upon to do so. 

2. Political Decentralization 

Lewis Thomas’s “planetary 
being” would most likely evolve 
inadvertently, from blind accep- 
tance of the positivist state and 
the evolutionary process of gene 
survival. Berman raises a paral- 
lel problem (p. 295) that the evo- 
lution of a post-Cartesian 
consciousness can “lead to trans- 
ference and blind mb^dience to 
authority” — that is, tO'^cp^ally 
monolithic and subsumimTvm/f- 
biotie structures that also develop 
inadvertently. Berman’s solution 
is deliberate political decentral- 
ization. 

Again. I question whether this 
solution, by itself, will 
necessarily prevent the inadver- 
tant development of non-biotic 
authoritarian societal structures. 
I have a strong suspicion of local 
communities, a suspicion that is 
based simply on my agreement 
with James Madison's Federalist 
No. 10 and Thorstein Veblen’s 
wonderful invective that the 
small community tends to be a 
splendid engine for tyranny. 
Berman’s worry about transfer- 
ence in The Myth of the Machine, 
observed that the authoritarian 
state has been the normal way 
throughout history in which hu- 
mans have organized themselves. 
Jorge Luis Borges, in “The Baby- 
lon Lottery” [in Fieeiones( Grove 
Press, 1962)], suggests that most 
people prefer it that way. 

The mechanism for the back- 
firing of political decentraliza- 
tion can arise from the way in 
which the value of local commu- 
nities is defined. Recently, there 
have been some faint stirrings in 
the academic legal literature 
which suggest that the next 
trendy topic is going to be “com- 
munity values.” Unfortunately, 
these stirrings seem to take for 
granted that the value of commu- 
nities lies in their potential to 
function as actors in the plural- 
istic process. Berman is well 
aware (pp. 282-285) of the prob- 
lems of pluralism and the poten- 
tial for the emergence of Robert 
Lilienfeld’s “alternative model of 
industrial totalitarianism.” 

Not long ago, I visited Paoli 
Soleri's “Arcosanti” in Arizona, 
the prototype for the physical 
structure of a decentralized com- 
munity. When I tried to imagine, 
however, what it is that Areo- 
santi’s residents would do for a 
living, all I could think of was 
that, in the future, most workers 
will be information processors. 
Because of satellite communica- 
tions technology, this work can be 
done anywhere. 

When I also realized that Arco- 
santi looks for all the world like a 
beehive, all I could think of was 
that Arcosanti, based on Soleri’s 


concepts of miniaturization and 
decentralization of physical com- 
munities. could easily evolve into 
“The Machine" described in E.M. 
Forster's story, “The Machine 
Stops" [in The Eternal Moment 
(Harcourt. Brace 1928)]. This 
Machine seems to be just another 
version of Lilienfeld’s homogen- 
ized system," generated from a 
different starting point. Yet, 
Soleri’s Arcosanti is appealing in 
the same way that Mediter- 
ranean hill villages and fishing 
villages, tightly constrained by 
their natural setting, are appeal- 
ing. 

Political economists and sociol- 
ogists studying the nature of 
public choice are beginning to 
develop sophisticated analyses of 
the exercise of power in commu- 
nities. These analyses from dev- 
astating critiques of pluralism. 
An excellent example of theory is 
Steven Lukes’ Power: A Radical 
View (MacMillan. 1974). His 
theory was empirically demon- 
strated by John Gaventa in his 
study of an Eastern Tennessee 
coal mining community. Power 
and Powerless ness: Quiescence 
and Rebellion in an Appalachian 
Valley (Univ. of Illinois, 1981). 
Analyses such as these help to 
expose the process by which de- 
centralized communities can 
lead to Forster’s Machine or 
Lilienfeld’s homogenized system. 

Unfortunately, of course, I am 
not bursting with ideas about 
how power can be sufficiently 
constrained. In different ways, 
both power-attenuating societal 
structures and systems of indiv- 
idual rights and liberties are 
community-defeating. Yet. those 
are the only interim options that 
seem ' to be available. Worse, 
Godel’s Proof seems to suggest 
that any rational structure is 
ultimately flawed. I cannot help 
but think that the clue to a solu- 
tion is contained in the “outlaws” 
from Forster’s Machine. This 
view, borrowing from Fritjof 
Capra’s metaphor of Shiva’s 
Dance, would describe the con- 
straint of power as a process of 
generating a series of structures 
each of which will have only tem- 
porally-limited success. 

Denis J. Brion 
Washington & Lee Univ. 

Dec. 21. 1982 
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Dear EF! 

My hegira from the “lower 48” 
to Alaska seven years ago was 
based on the observation that 
there ain't no pristine, unvio- 
lated wilderness left down there. 
Here in Alaska I have stood, on 
many occasions, where I’m sure 
no man (or woman) has stood 
before. However, this idyllic, 
halcyon situation is rapidly 
changing, and will exist no more 
if the “rape and run boys" (James 
Watt. ARCO, EXXON, Don 
Young, Frank Murkowski, et al) 
have their way. 

—Nome, AK 


Dear EF! 

I have two suggestions for the 
EF! reading list. They are Song of 
Hcyochbuh, by Hyemeyohsts 
Storm (Harper & Row), and The 
Pool: of the Vision Quest: Per- 
sonal Transformation in the 
Wilderness by Stephen Foster 
and Meredith Little (Island 
Press). Foster and Little are the 
founders of Rites of Passage, 
which Bill Devall refers to in his 
“Earth Bonding" article. Their 
address is 15 Hansen Road, 
Novato, CA 94947. Both of the 
above books are available from 
them and their newsletter, “The 
Stonepile," is $10/yr. 

—San Diego 



the old 



simply marvelous 


ARMED WITH 
VISIONS 


frog egg strands 
caught on 

submerged branches 
and rocks 

trans-parent tube-sacks 
filled with black seeds 
undulating 

in the river’s 

clear 

current 
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RAGE 

/ could make myself stop feeling The Rage , 

Become like the others, the cold masses. 

Feigning ignorance to avoid the act. 

(Not tonight. Honey. I have a headache.) 

I, too, could let the lies become truth 
In my mind and ignore the Great Truth of my blood. 
But I would rather quiver with The Rage 
Than bend. over and yazzaboss the Bastards. 

Four Dollar Bill 


Kirk Lumpkin 
Oakland 


Message to the U.N. ^ 

Let Nicaragua lead humanity yt, 

let the spirit of the night 

turn the world to day )f- 

\ 

Let Nicaragua be the song yL. 

of great liberation for the planet 
the dark age of doom has beset us )r 
civilization will do a tumble ^ 

less we rise like the moon 
oversee the dangerous destiny 

If we do not yL 

Atlantis will sink ~ 

Survival will be barren ^ 

but the new consciousness 
the new seed of evolution 

will carry forth and live ^ 

Let the dragon ring the bells 
I count twenty dark moons . 

five goats of blood 
six fingers of mud 

I count the universe. . . . 

its great breath. . . 

is forever. . . ^ 


THE RECESSION 
IS CHANGING 
ITS NAME 

the jobs aren’t there 
to look for 
real people 
(citizens) 

(americans) 

are despondent 4 

and worse 

praying r 

to the great 

white t 

got 

TrickleDown 
“all i want 
is a chance 
a job 

of my very own 
to despise” 
they’ve been 
(you know 
who i mean) 
tossing out lies 
like it was 
confetti 
name-calling 
remodelling 
changing stories 
like it was 
underwear 

a ruse is a ruse is a ruse 


SOLUTION TO THE MIDEAST CRISIS 
MORE EQUITABLE (AND MORE INFALLIBLE) 
THAN THE PAPAL LINE OF DEMARCATION 
BETWEEN VENEZUELA AND BRAZIL 

Send all the Palestinians 
to the north half of Utah. 

Send all the Israelis 

to the south half of Utah 

Send all the Mormons fk Falkland Islanders 

to Israel/Palestine. 

And let the Penguins have the Falkland Islands. 

In other words: render unto Argentina 
the things that are Argentina’s 
and render unto the Amazon Forest 
the Trees &. Indians naturally living there; 
stop casting lots for Christ’s garments 
and let El Salvador down from the cross. 


Jeff Poniewaz 
Milwaukee 


AT THE PECKERWOOD SAWMILL 


Shoveling sawdust 
Beside my fallen friends 
I save the pitiful spittle 
Of the death machine’s 
Spinning teeth, stilled now 
Grinning, lipless as a skull 


Skip Thurlow thanks you for your trust. Pancho Aguila 

Maine Yankee thanks you for your trust Repressa 

Trust that 44% of the voters don’t trust them. 

Trust that 200,000 people voted to close down the plant. 

Trust that our rates will go up anyway. 

Trust the company whose meters couldn’t measure the earthquake. 

They were rusted shut. 

Trust the alarm sirens that don’t work. 

Trust the company vice president, former director of customer services, 
who lies under oath to the Public Utilities Commission. 

Trust the company that still gives him full pay. 

Trust that if the Maine Times and other papers support the plant, they will have 
lots of advertising from CMP, Maine Yankee, Cianbro, L L Bean. 

Trust that a friend will die from cancer. 

Trust that a friend will die from leukemia. 

Trust that a friend’s child, or perhaps your own, will have genetic damage. 

Trust that it takes more than bumperstickers to close a plant 
Trust that if they can, they will store their wastes ,in your backyard. 

Trust that if there is an accident, they won’t tell you until it is too late. 

Trust that there will be an accident. 

L L Bean trusts them. 

Bechtel trusts them. 

G E, Kerr McGee, Westinghouse and Exxon trust them. 

Ed Muskie, now working for Nestles, trusts them. 

Bill Cohen, now on the Trilateral Commission, trusts them. 

Governor Brennan trusts them. 

Trust “firm belief or confidence in the honesty, integrity, reliability, justice, etc. 

of another person or thing.” 

Thank you for your trust. 

Gary Lawless 
New Brunswick 


Hank Fonda 
Andrews 


Kurt Lipschutz 
San Francisco 


Kck/lci pBL 


Recommended Books & Mags 


Factory by Antler • City Lights Books • 1 980 • $3 

Raking the Snow by Elisavietta Richie • Washington Writers' Pub. 
House • 1982 • $4 

Third Rail Cri Hertz, eel • 1870 N. Vista St. • L.A. CA 90046 • $5 
Just Looking for my Shoes by Leslea Newman • Back Door Press 
• 1980 • $3 

Thread by Bob Arnold • Pentagram Press • 1980 • $6 
Tidal News by John Curl • Homeward Press • 1983 • $5 


all rights reserved to the authors 
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Map of the new 




THE BATTLE FOR THE AUSTRALIAN RAINFOREST 


by John Seed 

Wollumbin (Mount Warning, 
Compassion Mountain) is the 
first place in Australia touched 
by the rays of the morning sun. 
The plug of an ancient volcano, 
Wollumbin is encircled at a 
radius of about 15 miles by the 
remains of its crater walls, 
eroded over 20 million years into 
the characteristic hills of the 
Rainbow Region, just south of the 
Queensland border. 

In 1973, the Aquarius Festival 
around the tiny township of 
Nimbin introduced thousands of 
young people to the area. Nimbin 
and the surrounding dairy farms 
were dying, and festival talk of 
collectively buying the cheap 
land soon turned into the reality 
of Co-ordination Co-operative 
moving onto its first thousand 
acres at the head of Tuntable 
Valley, a few miles from town. 

There are now about 300 people 
living at Tuntable Falls, often in 
“hamlets.” (No two hamlets are 
the same, but many consist of 
shared kitchen, bathroom, work- 
shops, gardens, orchards, etc., 
with individual/family sleeping 
units a short distance away). 
Thousands of other hippies, yogis 
and similar aquarian spirits have 
moved into the area in a variety of 
land sharing arrangements. Un- 
fortunately, competition for the 
subtropical climate soon came to 
include macadamia and avocado 
monoculturalists and the price of 
land went up ten to a hundred- 
fold in a decade. 

The 500 shares in Co-ordination 
Co-operative cost $200 per adult 
and entitled one to build a house, 
plant gardens and orchards, pas- 
ture animals and vote at the 
monthly tribal meetings. There 
were no restrictions on member- 
ship and very few rules or regm 
lations other than don’t shit in the 
creek. Terania shire council en- 
couraged the development by 
creating an experimental 
“hamlet” zoning which accepted 
far greater density of develop- 
ment than previously permitted 


on rural land. 

Soon an amalgamation of local 
government areas took place and 
Terania Shire disappeared into 
the Lismore City Council, a much 
more sober and prosperous body 
not driven by hard times to flirt- 
ing with social innovation. For 
some years however, the city 
turned a blind eye to the flood of 
illegal developments taking 
place to its north. They were 
usually hidden among the hills on 
land that was marginal to tra- 
ditional agriculture, and at first 
they weren’t in anyone’s way. 

The new settlers slowly dis- 
covered that these hills encircled 
the remains of a once mighty 
forest, the fabled “big scrub.” A 
few, thousand hectares of 
unlogged forest remained, 
mainly on the steepest land, and 
was in the hands of the state 
Forestry Commission. It consist- 
ed of wondrous associations of 
rainforest types in the moist 
gullies, shading off to sclerophyl 
forest buffers on the drier ridges. 

These rainforests are the tiny 
remaining fragments of the 
mighty primeval forest that 
covered the continent as it slowly 
drifted away from the rest of 
Gondwanaland 100 million years 
ago. As climatic change pushed 
the rainforest east and north, 
from their vast pool of genetic 
material were woven the flora 
and fauna that now covers all the 
land. 

The first reforestation associa- 
tions in the country were formed 
within the watersheds of our two 
northern rivers, the Richmond 
and the Tween, and plantings of 
eucalyptus and pines began on 
the eroding south slopes, rain- 
forest pioneer species in the weed 
infested gullies. Some thousands 
of newcomers had settled the 
area when, in 1979, the state of 
New South Wales (NSW) was 
rocked by a dispute over the log- 
ging of 1000 ha. of Terania Creek, 
one valley east of Tuntable. Fol- 
lowing five years of negotiations, 
meetings, petitions, and submis- 
sions, about 300 young people 


camped on private property ad- 
joining the state forest, peace- 
fully and forecefully obstructing 
the logging operations. Roads 
were blocked, bulldozers im- 
peded. People climbed into 
marked trees and tied them to 
each other with cable. Others 
camped high among the 
branches. Over 100 police were 
there every day and the logging 
proceeded at a snail’s pace. 

Surreal images of bulldozers 
escorted by police, and hippies 
among the lush forest giants fes- 
tooned with vines, became regu- 
lar nightly fare on national 
television. A first, then a second 
party of parliamentarians flew 
up from Sydney 600 miles to the 
south to inspect the matter. 
Finally, after a month, the 
logging was suspended while a 
commission of inquiry took place. 

The region polarized over this 
issue, and these events shocked 
and angered the conservative old 
settlers who saw in them only a 
contempt for law and order and 
established values. A couple of 
weeks after the protests, Lismore 
City County issued demolition 
orders on the 16 dwellings at 
Bodhi Farm situated on the ridge 
between Tuntable and Terania 
creeks, a community involved in 
the rainforest dispute. Zoning 
laws only allowed for one dwel- 
ling on their 60 ha. However, 
NSW was governed by the Labor 
Party, traditionally representing 
the poor, the underdog, while in 
the north of the state, the en- 
trenched interests were part of 
the conservative opposition 
machine. Some years earlier we 
had formed the Home Builders 
Association to lobby for changes 
in the zoning and building regu- 
lations. Nothing doing. Now the 
government immediately 
drafted multiple occupancy zon- 
ing legislation which allowed 
people to live in rural hamlets up 
to a density of one person per ha. 
They also pardoned all transgres- 
sions against the old zoning laws 
and pulled the rug out from 
under Lismore’s feet. Even now. 


more than three years later, the 
dust hasn’t settled. The city 
fought various legal battles to 
overturn the decision and finally 
conceded defeat in 1982. 

Also in 1982 the ponderous 
Terania Creek Inquiry which 
had cost over $1 million delivered 
its verdict — that 6% of Terania 
Creek could be logged with var- 
ious new environmental safe- 
guards. 

The conservation groups had 
become highly skeptical of the 
inquiry once it became clear that 
the old judge had no conception of 
the ecological issues involved 
(remove 6% of a Rembrandt?) and 
that this was in no way the En- 
vironmental Impact Assessment 
they had been promised. The 
judge’s interpretation of his 
terms of reference was so narrow 
as to exclude many of our sub- 
missions. We finally abandoned 
the inquiry when he refused to 
consider a submission by the Na- 
tional Parks Association— that 
Terania Creek be included with 
the rest of the Nightcap Range in 
a 4500 ha. national park. 

By the time he delivered his 
findings, an intense campaign 
was well underway to preserve 
all of NSW rainforests. An opin- 
ion poll had shown that 70% of the 
people were by now in favor of 
protecting the rainforests. The 
Nightcap National Park pro- 
posal was being vigorously pur- 
sued and, in August, 1982, a new 
protest camp was set up on Mount 
Nardi where logging was taking 
place a mile east of Terania 
Creek. The camp, lasted for 
nearly three months and 130 
arrests had taken place when, in 
October, an injunction was 
granted to the Nightcap Action 
Group by the Land and Environ- 
ment Court. The loggingstopped. 
The court ordered the Forestry 
Commission to pay the Nightcap 
Action Group’s legal costs. 

Three days after his decision, 
the government ordered a rapid 
phasing out of rainforest logging 
in NSW and immediately re- 
served 100.000 ha. of the most 


valuable areas in national parks. 
These included the Nightcap 
National Park which contained 
both Terania Creek and Mt. 
Nardi. 

By now many hundreds of 
people here have received an ac- 
celerated ecological education 
and a change to a new conscious- 
ness as a result of our partici- 
pation in the defense of nature. It 
has become clear that the con- 
sumption of the earth by 
Mammon is proceeding much too 
fast to be solved by a linear se- 
quence of knee-jerk reactions to 
the worst excesses of the urban- 
industrial religion (golden-calf 
worship). For every forest saved, 
100 are lost. Though essential, 
this form of protest is clearly not 
sufficient. Some more far 
reaching and fundamental 
change is called for, a new para- 
digm, a new religion, a new way 
of seeing ourselves and nature. 

Promising work towards a new 
philosophical/spiritual basis for 
a sustainable earth is taking 
place worldwide. It is variously 
termed new philosophy of nature, 
eco-philosophy and deep ecology. 
A conference on deep ecology is 
being held here in August 1983. 
Inquiries may be addressed to the 
author (see address below). 

1. ) For some literature on the 
Terania and Mt. Nardi actions, 
send a few dollars to cover 
postage to the Rainforest Infor- 
mation Centre, P.O. Box 368, 
Lismore, NSW, 2480 Australia. 

A documentary tape “Night- 
cap Rainforest — Thinking 
Globally, Acting Locally” is 
available for $10 inc. postage 
from the above address. It con- 
sists of about 30 minutes of great 
local music and about 30 minutes 
of dramatic material from the 
protests, plus other information 
about the plight of the world’s 
rainforests. 

2. ) For copies of some deep 
ecology manuscripts, send a few 
dollars to cover copying and 
postage to George Sessions, 
Sierra College, 5000 Rocklin Rd., 
Rocklin CA 95677. 


PRIVATIZATION — OR ESCONDIDOING THE ESCONDIDO 


by Bill Bretz 

According to an article in the 
Annual Report Fiscal Year 1982, 
published by the BLM’s Califor- 
nia State Office as the January, 
1983, issue of BLM News Beat. 

". . .One of the highest priority 
progra ms of the Interior Depart- 
ment is to make a nailable for sale 
or transfer Federal properties 
that a re excess to Federal needs, or 
which can be managed more effec- 
tively by the private sector. This 
new program — Asset Manage- 
ment — is intended to reduce the 
fragmented land pattern found in 
many areas and to derive revenue 
for reduction of the national debt. 

An internal re view of lands that 
might qualify for sale teas made 
by California BLM in Fiscal 
1982. Multiple use planning to 
date has identified approximate- 
ly 3 20.000 acres as potentially 
available for public sale. Approx- 
imately 5,500 acres in 21 parcels 
are scheduled for sale in Fiscal '83 
to test procedures and response... ” 

Asset Management? Or is it 
Asshole Management? 

Considering the scope of this 
land tenure adjustment program 
and its impacts, considering that 
it is the first major battle of the 
Sagebrush Rebellion, it is sur- 
prising how feeble and ineffec- 
tual has been the response of the 
environmental/ecology move- 
ment, and other opponents of the 
Reagan Administration’s 


policies. 

Hundreds of thousands of acres 
of public lands will be put on the 
auction block and sold to private 
development interests — these are 
lands owned in common by all 
Americans, yet they will be 
ripped off by a few realtors and 
developers in exchange for a 
trivial, meaningless contribution 
to the Federal budget. Why 
doesn’t it outrage the sensibilities 
of fair-minded Americans all 
over the continent, that their 
heritage and common property 
out here in the West is being 
diminished significantly for such 
base reasons as are involved in 
Watt’s Asshole Management 
program? 

It is true that portions of these 
lands have been overgrazed or 
otherwise abused by poor past 
management practices, but these 
are lands that could recover even- 
tually into healthy terrestrial 
habitats in many cases; and there 
are many significant tracts of 
natural, near-pristine and pris- 
tine habitat that are part of the 
last of a rapidly diminishing, 
irreplaceable ecological resource 
also involved in this asinine man- 
agement program. Where is the 
outcry from those who under- 
stand the social and ecological 
values of undeveloped, natural 
lands, and that Watt’s Asshole 
Management Program is a 
needless, irresponsible reduction 
of this essential component of 


ecologically sound national land 
use? 

Many of the parcels are con- 
tiguous with the numerous 
Indian Reservations, at least 
throughout this part of Southern 
California, so the Native Amer- 
ican community faces not only 
potential new, private-sector 
neighbors, but also the loss of the 
treaty-given or traditional rights 
to hunt and gather on certain 
non-tribal lands in the public 
domain. Yet there has been no 
move by Native Americans to 
exercise their considerable 
rights in this matter. 

In- Southern California, this 
Asshole Management Program 
involves more than 100,000 acres 
scattered through western Los 
Angeles, San Bernadino, River- 
side, Orange and San Diego 
counties, and is called the Es- 
condido Project by the California 
Desert District Office in charge. 
According to my Spanish diction- 
ary, a escondidas means “on the 
sly” or “undercover,” and the 
verb esconder means “to hide, 
conceal,” so there is a special 
irony in the name Escondido Pro- 
ject. Perhaps it helps explain why 
there has been no resistance any 
stronger than a few letters and 
statements, and a bit of low-key 
grumbling at the BLM hearings 
that were held. 

Here is what is happening in 
my neighborhood as of 30 June, 
1983, and by simple extrapola- 


tion, it’s what will be happening 
in yours in the futue if you live 
nearby any undesignated public 
land administered by the BLM; 

• Generally, tracts of land con- 
tiguous with a National Forest 
boundary will be transferred to 
the National Forest system (but 
many such parcels will not). 

• Tracts or parcels that have 
been requested according to the 
Recreation and Public Purposes 
(R&PP) Act will be held in limbo 
until the petitions are acted upon. 

• The remainder will be desig- 
nated at that time as “potentially 
available for disposal by sale 
under asset management.” Ulti- 
mately included in this category 
will be those limbo-lands for 
which R&PP petitions are 
denied, as well as any parcels the 
Forest Service doesn’t request (it 
could request everything if it 
wanted). 

My local District office is 
saying that more than 50,000 
acres of the Escondido Project 
lands will be designated as 
potentially available for sale, and 
the California State office has 
identified 320,000 acres as such 
statewide, so you might want to 
check with your District office 
about what’s going on in your 
neck of, the woods. 

There are a few nonviolent, 
direct actions that could be taken 
at this late date to try to mini- 
mize the loss of these public 
lands, but they must be initiated 


before 30 June, 1983, in the 
Escondido Project area. (There 
may be a rapidly approaching 
deadline in your area also); 

• Recreation and Public 
Purposes Act. This law (43 CFR 
Parts 2740 and 2910) has estab- 
lished a process by which local 
governments, nonprofit associa- 
tions and nonprofit corporations 
can acquire public lands for 
recreational and public purposes. 
The petitioning process is inex- 
pensive ($10 filing fee) and rela- 
tively straightforward, if you 
have located and can identify the 
specific parcel of land for your 
purposes. The petition must des- 
cribe how you would manage the 
land . in accordance with the 
R&PP act requirements, so you 
must be prepared to do a bit of 
creative grant-proposal type of 
writing. 

Any serious, legitimate pe- 
tition received by the BLM before 
30 June will save those requested 
lands from being segregated into 
the “For Sale” category, at least' 
until the petition has been acted 
upon. If your petition is granted 
then you must be prepared to 
take over certain land ownership 
responsibilities, and to pay the 
purchase or lease price deter- 
mined by the BLM. This varies 
dependingon the petitioning part 
and can be as low as 5% of the fair 
market value. 

A broad-based R&PP petition 
campaign in which numerous 
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The following interriew was 
conducted hi on unknown loca- 
tion. since the reasons for secrecy 
arc obrions. This reporter was 
instructed to meet Bigfoot atop the 
Collier Tunnel near the Oregon/ 
California border, where I was 
told to ingest a herbal mixture that 
induced a catatonic state of 
euphoria followed bg unconscious- 
ness. I awoke in a dark care where 
this interriew took place. I was 
then returned to the summit in the 
same condition in which I left. 

EF!: Wow, that was good shit, 
got any more? 

Bigfoot: Later, whiteman, 
let’s get down- to business. 

EF!: Okay, okay. First let me 
ask you, why all the secrecy? 

Bigfoot: Back in ancient 
times, there was no need for 

secrecy. Homo sapiens inhabited 

only the lower areas of this region 
and there was little or no overlap 
of territory. Humans were 


always respectful when entering 
the high country and never 
stayed long. Occasionally, there 
was contact between humans and 
Sasquatch. The atmosphere of 
fear and mistrust did not exist. 
That was before the settlers came 
and started destroying the forest 
with religious zeal. After wit- 
nessing the genocide of the native 
human population by the 
outsiders, it was felt that we 
would fare no better and so all 
contacts were avoided after that. 

EF!: So, why the change now? 

Bigfoot: As you know, the Sis- 
kiyou/Kalmiopsis region is our 
last stronghold, and the only 
place we can continue to exist. 
Any further intrusions would be 
the beginning of the end for us. 
When we first read the Earth 
First.' newspaper, we were sur- 
prised to find that there were 
humans who weren’t bent on sub- 
jugating the entire earth for their 


own ends, and realized the 
sacredness of all life. It’s been a 
long time since we've seen any 
such respect for diversity among 
your people. With this ecological 
holocaust approaching, that is, 
not just our extinction but the 
destruction of all forest eco- 
systems, we thought some line of 
communication might be opened 
before we all perished. 

EF!: So, what would your 
advice be to humans who want to 
help? 

Bigfoot: Well, in the words of 
that Abbey character I was read- 
ing about, “Oppose, resist and if 
necessary subvert!” Keep in mind 
that it is not just the Bigfoot you 
will be saving from extinction, 
but your own worthless asses as 
well. 

EF!: Okay, okay. Now, back to 
my first question: That was some 
really good shit. You got any 
more? 


entities (i.e., county and city 
governments, schools, colleges 
and universities, churches, clubs, 
foundations, historical societies, 
etc.) requested carefully selected 
parcels and tracts could conceiv- 
ably save considerable acreage 
from going into private hands. It 
is not likely that such a counter- 
attack to the Sagebrush Rebel- 
lion could be mustered before 30 
June, and yet, if everybody inde- 
pendently just showed up on his 
own. . 

• Mining claims. If a mining 
or mineral rights claim isfiled on 
any of these undesignated public 
lands before 30 June, then the 
parcels affected will be held in 


comply with the BLM’s R&PP 
process. It might be possible to 
convince the Forest Service 
administration to add to their 
laundry list another specific tract 
(that otherwise would be sold), if 
you arranged in advance to lease 
and administer the land after it 
became part of their jurisdiction. 
This wouldn’t increase the Forest 
Service’s administrative load, 
and it would expand its domain 
and enhance its reputation. 

The most difficult problem 
facing the would-be land 
management activist is that of 
getting accurate information 
about the specific eligible lands 
involved, and their precise lo- 


with copies of the R&PP Act 
(BLM Circular No. 2450), the 
blank petition (Form 2740-1), 
and a booklet explaining the 
R&PP process in detail, to enable 
you to prepare a proper petition. 

1 don’t know the details of filing 
a blocking mining or mineral 
rights claim, or of activating the 
Native American community’s 
claims on adjacent lands, but 
your District office would cer- 
tainly be a great place to start 
getting information in your area, 
if only to serve notice that you 
don’t intend to let the Asshole 
Management programs go un- 
challenged. 


GATHER WITH EARTH FIRST! 

AND FRIENDS IN THE MOON OF RIPE BLUEBERRIES 

near 

SHINING ROCK WILDERNESS 
in the western North Carolina mountains 
from the 20th to the 23rd of August 

We hope most EF! members in the region, and many from across the 
country, will come and bring their friends. The 20th and 21st are 
Saturday and Sunday, and those whose work and affairs permit will 
want to stay until the 23rd. which is the full moon. 

The campsite is a large meadow, beside a big creek; it is an area 
proposed for addition to the Shining Rock Wilderness, but passed over 
in the RARE II rip-off, and now subject to exploitation. There are NO 
“facilities,” so bring whatever you need. It is reached by a mile-long 
footpath from a Forest Service parking lot, which is on a gravel road off 
the Blue Ridge Parkway, about 35 miles from Asheville, NC. A map and 
detailed instructions will be published in a subsequent issue. 

We are waiting to hear suggestions and ideas from all of Y OU before 
we make more detailed plans, but as a starting point for discussions, 
here are some of our ideas: 


People will be arriving on Saturday, and will need time to settle in, so 
we don’t plan anything before a late afternoon common meal: Bring 
your own food and maybe a little to share. There will be a council fire 
Saturday (and probably every) night: singing will likely burst forth: an 
informal rap may develop. 

On Sunday we felt a spiritual gathering would be appropriate, after 
people have time. to eat breakfast privately and attend to their morning 
affairs. Perhaps a “sharing of wise counsel” for the afternoon, with each 
person speaking as inclined and inspired. Then too, there will bealotof 
informal networking, splashing in the creek, berrypicking, walking 
and 

EF! members in NC are preparing maps and information concerning 
the endangered natural treasures in our state. We hope people from 
other states and regions will do something similar. Let us know what 
you’d like to. share: perhaps to make some presentation on a topic of 
interest to EF! 

By Monday the 22nd those who stay may want to get down to serious 
planning sessions on strategy and tactics for preserving this land and its 
life. On the 23rd the moon will be full, and it seems that some celebration 
of union with the Earthmother would be a very positive way to complete 
the gathering, perhaps at moonrise. 

As you can see, we have not yet “planned” Y/OUR gathering, so tell us 
what you think and want, then be there to make it happen. Let us hear 
from those of you who plan to attend: 

Hank Fonda 
Rt. 1 Box 640B 
Andrews, NC 28901 


answer next issue 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE 



Across 


limbo until the claims can be val- 
idated. Claim validation takes 
two or three years. . .before the 
first was invalidated, a new and 
different claim could be filed, 
and before that was invalidat- 
ed. . .???? 

• Native American Rights. 

Indian Reservations have special 
rights that enable them to 
request for addition to the tribal 
lands those parcels of undesig- 
nated public land that are con- 
tiguous with the reservation. A 
parcel sharing two sides in 
common with the reservation 
may be had simply by request 
made to the District Office, under 
the Indian Education Act of 1970, 
according to one BLM staff 
person I talked with. Parcels 
sharing one side may be had by 
making a formal request to Con- 
gress. If you are not a Native 
American, perhaps you know 
one, . . ???? 

• Forest Service Deals. It is 
much simpler for an organization 
or a group to arrange to lease 
National Forest land than to 


cations and boundaries. In South- 
ern California, if you know of 
tracts or parcels of undesignated 
public land lying west of the 
California Conservation Desert 
Area, chances are good these are 
part of the Escondido Project, 
The most direct and best 
approach for involvement' is to 
contact your District office 
immediately and arrange to ex- 
amine their maps for locating 
possible R&PP lands. For the 
Escondido Project area the 
address is: 

California Desert District, 
Bureau of Land Management 
1695 Spruce Street 
Riverside, CA 92507 
The R&PP process can be 
applied to ang undesignated 
public land in any state, so 
making such a request at any 
District office is an excellent 
way to create an opportunity to 
review their maps and to find out 
something about that office’s 
Asset Management Program. 
Any District office should also be 
able and willing to provide you 



we cw go uow...we‘ke mot -me pru/ps 

YOO'RE LOOklVG FOR > " 


1. Reagan does not have all of 
these in the water 
6. Cal Black’s ideal site for a 
nuke dump 

14. NO Road! 

19. Environmental terrorist 
organization (abv.) 

23. “ damn Watt!” 

30. Headed conspiracy to poison 
innocent people 
41. Domesticated animal 
46. Runover by bulldozer at Salt 
Creek 

51. Regurgitate, gunsel 
62. Illinois (abv.) 

73. Male pig 

78. Gibson Dome formation 
Down 

3. Dope in White House 
6. Coors “beer” 

9. Greedy corporation running 
U.S. Gov’t. 

14. Hippie backpacker food 
19. Reagan’s sacrifice area 
25. French ballet dress 
49. Nordic God 

53. Terminate with extreme 
prejudice 

65. Gnarly armpits (abv.) 
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Hike across UTAH 

Or join us for part of the trip! This is no mere pedestrian 
excursion. We’II backpack over 400 miles across some of 
the most spectacular land in the U.S. The Pine Valley Moun- 
tains, Zion N.P., Cedar Breaks N.M., The High Plateaus, 
Bryce Canyon N.P., Capitol Reef N.P., The Henry Mountains, 
Glen Canyon N.R.A., Dark Canyon Primitive Area, The Abajo 
Mountains. 

HikaNation-Utah is not a school, not an outfitter. We’re just 
a loose bunch of backpackers from all over. Write for details: 
Rich Wamick, P.O. Box 374, Monticello UT 84535 



Howie Wolke’s 

WILD HORIZONS 
EXPEDITIONS 

Guided Wilderness 
Backpacking 

Emphasis on small groups and 
adventure in endangered 
roadless areas: NW Wyoming 
and elsewhere in the West. 

Free Brochure: 

Box 2348, Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-5343 


KAYAK, PADDLE, OR RAFT 
THE GRAND CANYON 

(or other rivers) ^ | 


AND 


c ql0 


PACO! 


Write: 

FOR— Southwest 
Box 1115 

Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
Commercially-operated and licensed 
raft/paddle trips and Kayak support 
on Grand £anyon, Cataract, Green, 

San Juan, Dolores, AT SPECIAL 
LOW PRICES, AS BENEFIT to 
FRIENDS OF THE RIVER, 
in its effort to protect the Colorado, 
from "peaking power" and other 
energy development. 


5avGj_a 

CO) 



paeon a sheepman 

T-SHIRTS 

35%cotton £5% Polyester 
Quality INK prints 
ON BLUE, TAN, GREEN 
AND YfllOW SHIRTS 

Kids sizs-s,m,l 

AD(/LTS12FS-S 4 M,L,XL 

^6 — &A.^5— EA.CHIID'S 

ADD $ 1.50 POSTAL per SHIRT 
SPECIFY QUA, SIZE $COLOR 
CHECK OR Money ORDeRTo 
SALT DESERT" GRAPHICS 
Ro.BcoC l| 325 " 

SAW lake city. citAH 

54147 



V 

6jKJ&-CC>2 




Anarchist Books, Pamphlets, 
Buttons, etc. available. Write: 
SABOT, PO Box 901, Eagle, 
Idaho 83616, for Free Catalog. 


Ionize Your Environment With 
an Ionizer from Earth First! 

You can’t always be outdoors in the 
fresh air. Clean the air where you 
work and sleep. An ionizer bring' 
outdoors in. It’s silent and 
energy-efficient. 

AIREASE $50.00 

Postpaid 

Bionizer 

White plastic exterior. Positive 
collection surface w/replaceable 
paper filter. L.E.D. light indicates 
AirEase is working. Produces 
10,000 ions per cc in a normal room. 
One year limited manufacturer 
warranty. By ISI of Berkeley, CA 
BIONIZER $80.00 

Postpaid 

Gold plated emitter needles. 
Discreet design — a simple, small 
black box, 3"x5" %"x2". One year 
limited manufacturer warranty. 
By Ion & Light Co., San Francisco 
CA. 

ORBIT $90.00 

Postpaid 

Unique hardwood design. Positive 
collection surface w/ washable col- 
lector panel. UL listed. Produces 
10,000 ions per cc in a normal room. 
One year limited manufacturer 
warranty. By ISI of Berkeley, CA. 

Send checks or cash to: 

Ions Unlimited/EF! 

P.O. Box 594 
Sherwood, Oregon 97140 
Indicate unit desired. Part of pro- 
ceeds donated to Earth First! 



INVASION 

OF THE WATT HEADS 

White Home Engineered Ecological Terrorism 


Advertise in Earth First! 

Reach thousands of refined 
minds with your slick Madison 
Avenue message in our high- 
tone, sophisticated publication. 
Rates are as follow: 

Full Page $90 

Half Page $60 

Fifth page $30 

Tenth Page $15 

Column Inch $4 

Columns are two inches wide. 
Page fractions may be done any 
way geometrically possible. All 
prices are for camera-ready copy. 
Classified ads are available for 
lOt a word ($2.50 minimum). 


USGS TOPO MAPS 

USGS sells you their topo maps 
for $2 and most private dealers 
charge $3 or more. EF! sells them 
to you for only $1.75! To order, 
simply send us a list of maps you 
want (in alphabetical order by 
state specifying 7% or 15-minute 
quads) and a check for $1.75 each. 

Maps will be shipped directly by 
USGS to you and you should 
receive your maps only 2 weeks 
from the day you stick your order 
in the mail to us. Contact either 
USGS or EF! for state indexes. 

JUST $1.75 


1984 Earth First! Calendar 

Ye gods, you say, they’re al- 
ready trying to sell 1984 calen- 
dars? Well, not actually, but we 
are trying to assemble new dates 
and information; photographs, 
drawings and illustrations for it. 
Anyone sending in information 
for the ’84 calendar will receive a 
free ’83 EF! calendar. The ’84 
version, which will be published 
in July in time for the Round 
River Rendezvous, will feature 
a combination of direct action 
environmental photos and illus- 
trations by some of our talented 
EF’! artist visionaries. If you’d 
like a shot at a month, or have any 
little drawings to contribute to 
the months of the calendar or 
other miscellaneous information, 
please contact EF! Calendar, 
POB 26221, SLC, Utah 84126. 


EARTH FIRST! 
T-SHIRTS 


FUCH BECHTEL— Designed 
by Bill Turk. Blue with red and 
black design — 100% cotton. 
EARTH FIRST! — Green with 
white logo— 100% cotton. 
DEFEND THE WILDER- 
NESS— Drawing by Bill Turk, 
Black with silver design — 100% 
cotton. 

THE CRACKING OF GLEN 
CANYON DAMN-Drawing 
by Jim Stiles. Blue or brown with 
black artwork— 75% cotton/25% 
polyester. 



THE 

MLDERNES5 




CUSTOM WORK AVAILABLE — D£AL£RS INQUIRE: 


Imagine the Museum of Modern Art doing a retrospective on Watt ten vears 
V om "°' v: thls would be th e exhibit poster. This black and white reproduction 
( oesn t do justice to the exquisitely screened six-color poster. Who sez EF’ isn’t 
diverse .This poster on your wall and a Fuck Bechtel t-shirt on your back prove 
ll ‘ ^^rtjst.one D. M inkier has come up with something truly unique. What’s 
more, the artist is donating half of the proceeds to Earth First! A bargainatthe 

MOM 4 'Sv. Kvfr'L 0 ;'' ^ re e to four weeks for delivery. Send orders to 
M()M A/ EF . I OB 2.).:> Ely. N V 89301. (Three-color version only $6.) Be the first, 
and very likely the only one on your block to have an Invasion of the Wattheads 



Page 18 EARTH FIRST! May 1, 1983 



T-Shirts 
Bumperstickers 
Silent Agitators 

Little Green Songbooks 
Monkey wrenches 
Johnny Sagebrush Tapes 

EF! Camouflage Hats 
EF! Monkeywrench Key Chains 
1983 Earth First! Calendars 
1983 Western Wilderness Calendars 


postpaid 

wholesale 

prices 

$8.50 

$5.50 

$1.00 

$ .50 

$1.25 

$ .85 

(strip of 10) 

$3.00 

$2.00 

$1.00 

$ .25 

$5.00 

— 

$5.00 

— 

$7.00 

$5.00 

$2.25 

$1.50 

$3.00 

— 

$3.00 

— 


EF! TRINKETS ORDER FORM 

Make out checks to “EARTH FIRST!” or send cash. Mail to: 
EARTH FIRST! PO Box 235, Ely, NV 89301. Write us for details on 
bulk orders. Please send cash for orders of $5 or less. 

OK, here’s $ Send me the following: 


. EF! T-Shirt(s), Size(s) 


. Glen Canyon Damn T-Shirt(s), Size(s) 

. Defend the Wilderness T-Shirt(s), Size(s) 


Fuck Bechtel T-Shirt(s), Size(s) 


Bumperstickers: Indicate kind and quantity 


Silent Agitators: Indicate kind and quantity 


. Little Green Songbook(s) 

. Topo Maps 


. Monkeywrench(es) 

. Johnny Sagebrush 
EARTH FIRST! Calendar(s) 
Western Wilderness Calendar(s) 

_ EF! Camouflage Hat 
_ EF! Key Chain 


tape 


Monkeywrench Gang 
Down the River 
The Journey Home 
The Brave Cowboy 


We also have hardback copies 
of Windsinger by Gary Smith 
Windsinger available for $5 postage paid. 


DADAJCHNS’ 

Fine Sausaue/N Fens 


DAVID SEELEY - PROP. 

7208, PECOS TR. NW 
ALBUQUERQUE. N.M. 87120 
(505) 897-4374 


Malaa+ma sez: Join 
S.WAAT. i-oday " 



ABOUT EARTH FIRST! 

There are two Earth First!s. One is the grassroots movement without structure, heirarchy, organization, 
or bureaucracy. The other is Earth First!: The Radical Environmental Journal which you hold in your 
hands. EF!, the paper, is an independent entity within the broad EF! movement and is designed to act as a 
communications medium fop radical environmentalists. This way the EARTH FIRST! movement does not 
have to deal with the legal system or the burdens of organization. This arrangement is our solution to the 
problem of an anarchist group. The editorial policy of EF!, the publication, is set by The Circle, a group of 
thirteen active Earth First!ers around the country. They oversee our operation on a volunteer basis. Your 
subscription money, purchases of EF! snake oil & trinkets, and contributions fund the publishing of this 
paper. All additional money (“profit”) will be granted to various aspects of the EF! movement to aid in our 
cause to preserve the green beauty and diversity of our Mother Earth. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 

Clip and send to EARTH FIRST!, PO Box 235, Ely, NV 89301 

Here’s $10 or more for a one-year subscription to EF! 

Here’s $10 or more to re-subscribe to EF! 

Please send a gift subscription to the name below. Here’s $10 or more. 

I’m broke. All I can give you now is 

Please change my address 

Name 


Address 
City 


State . 


. Zip . 


The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use an alias. 


Extra Copies of Earth First! 
Available 

Spread the word about Earth 
First!. Contact us to arrange for 
extra copies of EF! to distribute 
locally. Everyone who has been 
getting extra copies of the paper 
needs to contact us and let us 
know how many copies to send 
you. (We don’t have the previous 
records.) 

Did you misplace a back issue 
of the Earth First! Newsletter ? 
Are you a recent subscriber? 
Would you like to pass around 
back issues to drum up interest in 
EF!? You’re in luck. We have a 
number of back issues beginning 
with the Dec. 21, Yule Edition. 
Here’s a quick run-down on past 

O pf I pipe* 

YULE Dec. 21: 1981 EF! Road 
Show overview, tree spiking, EF! 

Pt’pcpy’VPC 

BRIGID Feb. 2: Oil and Gas 
leasing in Wilderness Areas, 
Dave Foreman’s EF! article re- 
printed from the Progressive. 
EOSTAR RITUAL Mar. 20 
Nukedump in Canyonlands, 
Mardie Murie Interview, Glen 
Canyon Damn petition, Ned 
Ludd Books — what they’re all 
about, Coors boycott. 

BELTANE May 1: Little Granite 
rig and the Gros Ventre, 
Gasquet-Orlean s (GO) Road, 
How seismic survey cr«ws work* 
Jail: A Primer— preparing for 
civil disobedience arrest. 

LITH A J une 21: McKinley Grove 
Redwoods Threatened, 22 Things 
to do as an EF!er. 

LUGHNASAD Aug. 1: Pete 
Dustrud resigns as Editor, RRR 
highlights, Rally for Redwoods 
and proposed dam on Dinkey 


Creek, Little Granite Stakes 
Pulled — Again. 

MABON Sept. 21: EF! and 
SAFE Crack Hetch-Hetchy, 
Environmental Strategy for ’80s, 
“Road Spiking,” Marshall’s 1936 
Roadless Area Inventory, Update 
on Little Granite 
SAMHAIN Nov. 1: BLM wil- 
derness inventory in Utah 
exposed. Abbey on Books and 
Gurus, Closing Roads, Forest 
Service Assault on Big Wilder- 
ness, Nuclear War as an Ecolo- 
gical Issue. Guidelines on EF! 
Wilderness Proposals. 

YULE/BRIGID Dec 21: Battle 
of Salt Creek, Nightcap, Bisti, 
Closing Roads (cont’d.), Primeval 
Wilderness Management, Earth 
Bonding (very few copies left). 

EOSTAR March ,21, 1983: 
Franklin River, Salt Creek 


BUMPERSTICKERS 

Long lasting vinyl — white with 
green ink. Current slogans: 

EARTH FIRST! 

REDNECKS FOR WILDER- 
NESS 

BOYCOTT COORS “BEER” 
DAMN WATT, NOT RIVERS 
DRILL WATT, NOT 
WILDERNESS 
HAYDUKE SAVES 

each — add 251 postage for 
each group of two. 


BOOKS 


yous, Dedicuous Forest Preserve, 
Ned Ludd’s Tool Box: The 
Cutting Torch, Dismantle the 
Wilderness Act!, Road Show 
Diary, Bisti Circus, Creative 
Littering. 

Let us know which back issues 
you would like. Send 50? for 1st 

MONKEYWRENCH 

JEWELRY 

One inch long all-metal little 
monkeywrenches for necklaces, 
earrings, etc. Punk environmen- 
talism! Gold colored. $1 apiece. 

ter, or appropriate 3rd Class 
postage for bulk orders. 

M 

1 ED ABBEY BOOKS 

1 

I We now have a new batch of Ed Abbey books, especially autographedl 
I by Cactus Ed himself as a fund raiser for EF! 

Monkeywrench Gang 

$6 postpaid 

Down the River 

The Journey Home 

The Brave Cowboy 

$10 postpaid (large paperback) 

$11 (hardback) postpaid 
$6 postpaid 


Name 

Street 


THE EARTH FIRST S.W.A.A.T TEAM (SAVE WILDERNESS AT ANY TIME) 

Phone ( ) 


Town 


.State 


. Zip . 


. I am willing to engage in non-violent direct action to protect wilderness & Mother Earth 


. I need 


. days to be ready 


. I am willing to engage in actions almost anywhere 
I am willing to engage in actions for this area: 


.I’ll contact other S.W.A.A.T Team members in my area 


Here is $ . 


. for a special emergency fund to support EF! S.W.A.A.T. Team 


. Call me if you need an emergency donation or loan for direct action 
. I can loan you money for bail on short notice 
. I can help in this way(s): 


Include any other comments. 

Return to Earth First! PO Box 235, Ely, Nevada 89301 
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EARTH FIRST! 

LITHA EDITION 

June 21, 1983 Vol. Ill, No. V 

THE RADICAL ENVIRONMENTAL JOURNAL ONE DOLLAR 


WILDERNESS WAR IN OREGON 


BLOCKADERS ASSAULTED 
BY BULLDOZER 

FOREMAN RUN DOWN BY TRUCK 


“If you don’t get out of the arrest them. They were charged 

way, I’m going to kill you!” with disorderly conduct and 

screamed Plumley Construe- spent the night in jail. The next 

tion Company bulldozer day they were arraigned, give 

operator Fred Brown to five deferred sentencing and placed 

Earth Firstlers blocking his on probation for a year with the 

path at the end of the remote requirement that they not 

road in the Siskiyou National return to the construction area. 

Forest near Grants Pass, They requested instead to do 

Oregon. But the five, Diana time but the judge ordered 

Warren, Molly Campbell, them out. 

William Smith, Peter Swanson Nine days later, a group of 
and Doug Norlen, stood firm. seven Oregonians (Ric Bailey, 

Brown charged them time and Claudia Beausoliel, Roman 

again with the rear of his Cooper, Mary Beth Nearing, 

machine. Finally, he turned the Jim Goodwin, Ron Zook and 

big rig around and buried them Eric Nicholson) blockaded con- 

with dirt from the blade. The struction at the same site - but 

fight for the North Kalmiopsis with a twist. They handcuffed 

was, in Mike Roselle's words, ar) d chained themselves to the 

“getting gnarly.’’ (See bulldozer when the police a rriv- 

associated stories for details on e( i to achieve a AYi hour shut- 

each blockade.) down. They were released from 

The blockade to save 150,000 jail that day on their own 

acres of remarkably diverse recognizance. Kevin Everhart 

primeval forest had begun two also was arrested for having 

weeks earlier on April 25 when been in the area. After spending 

Mike Roselle, Steve Marsden, another night in jail, he bailed 

Pedro Tama and Kevin out. The judge later dropped 

Everhart had shut down opera- charges against him. 

tions on the Bald Mountain The Grants Pass Courier then William Smith (hidden), Molly Campbell, Diana Warren, Peter Swanson and Doug Norlen pushed by 

Road construction project for featured an interview with bulldozers during Kalmiopsis Wilderness Blockade 

3 ‘A hours until Josephine Coun- bulldozer jockey Les Moore Photo bv Frank Siles 

ty Sheriff’s deputies arrived to continued on pg. 4 




EARTH FIRST! PIRATE SHIP LAUNCHED ON LAKE FOUL MAY 19. See Page 12, for story. 

—Photo by Dan Milles 


BLOCKADE PERSONAL ACCOUNTS 


#1 by Mike Rosselle 

Work on the Bald Mountain 
Road came to a halt at 10:15 
a.m., the 25th of April. Four 
people stood in front of the D-8 
caterpillar that was pioneering 
the road down Silver Creek. 
They demanded an end to the 
senseless rape of the forest. In 
the thirty years Les Moore had 
operated the screaming 
machinery of destruction, no 
one had ever stood in his way. 
He cursed and shouted, deman- 
ding that they move. 

“Shut 'er down, we’re not 
moving!” was the reply from 
the four, who now held a banner 
displaying the Earth First! 
emblem. 

The operator dropped the 
blade. He dismounted the giant 
machine, still cursing. The pro- 
testers, not wanting to provoke 
an incident with the driver, 
stood in silence. The time for 
arguments, at least for the mo- 
ment, was over. Les Moore was 
angry. Having exhausted every 
obscenity in his vocabulary, 
and realizing that threats alone 
would not move the determined 
group, he climbed back into his 
bulldozer. He backed down the 
road scar about fifty feet. He 


dropped the blade and advanc- 
ed slowly, scraping a layer of 
fresh earth into a pile that grew 
as he approached the human 
blockade. He came to a stop as 
the rocks and dirt piled up at 
the feet of the blockaders, 
whose arms were linked 
together. They looked him 
straight in the eye. They show- 
ed no sign of moving. 

Les Moore raised the blade of 
the dozer as high as it would go. 
He skillfully maneuvered the 
cat from side to side, dislodging 
large rocks from the high side 
of the road cut. The rocks rolled 
off the berm towards their feet. 
But it was to no avail. A large 
wall of disturbed soil now stood 
between protesters and 
machine. 


continued on pg. 6 
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Around the Campf; 


JOHN ZAELIT 


PHIL BURTON 


I met the high and the 
mighty when I worked in 
Washington, DC, as a lobbyist 
for The Wilderness Society. I 
won’t hide the fact that I was 
disappointed. They were or- 
dinary men and women. I was 
not stunned by their brilliance. 
I wasn’t charmed. They did not 
awe me with their moral 
character. Of course there were 
some who were impressive— but 
even these were not awesome. I 
found no classic heroes, no 
demigods. 

Then I met Phil Burton. In 
the midst of this sleazy age of 
the anti-hero, I found an honest- 
to-goodness hero. 

Phil Burton was a true 
American. Two-fisted like John 


Wayne in The Sons of Katie 
Elder, full of integrity like Gary 
Cooper in High Noon, and as 
wiley as James Garner in 
Maverick. That is what raised 
Phil above the rest of the con- 
servation champions in Con- 
gress. He was more than totally 
committed to the preservation 
of natural diversity. He was 
more than a genius at 
legislative strategy. He was 
tough. 

Toughness is a quality we too 
often ignore in this Brave New 
Age of peace, love, and karma. 
Nice guys do often finish last. 
Sometimes you need a tough 
guy. That was Phil Burton. 

—Dave Foreman 


Whew! It’s been a busy spr- 
ing. Until I got home May 23 to 
put out this issue. I’d spent a 
total of 3 weeks in Ely since 
Christmas. Nagasaki and Sage- 
brush have done hard riding, 
too. Not to mention Spurs and 
Wildcat Annie and . . . With all 
of this busyness. Earth First! 
has been growing. Our sub- 
scription list in California has 
doubled due to the Road Show 
and other activity. We have 
proven that we have the depth 
to pull off a major event like the 
Glen Canyon Dam Funeral 
while maintaining a sustained 
action like the Bald Mountain 
Road Blockade. 

And, most importantly, with 
the Oregon blockade we have 
demonstrated that Earth First! 
is more than empty rhetoric. On 
limited resources, but enthu- 
siastic person power, our organ- 
izers are doing a magnificent 
job. It has certainly been an in- 
spiration to me. I’ve been im- 
pressed by the strength and 
ability of old friends and new 
friends alike in the Kalmiopsis. 
The Earth First! movement has 
arrived and is no longer just a 
few people. 

This issue of Earth First! well 
represents that broad base of 
people and issues. We’re chock 
full of news this time - headlin- 
ing, of course, the Kalmiopsis 
Blockade with reports from the 
front and lots of photographs of 
the action. The G-0 Road deci- 
sion broke just as I was sending 


off the last of the copy to be 
typeset. What great news that 
is! And I hope you enjoy 
reading about the Glen Canyon 
Dam three ring circus half as 
much as we enjoyed doing it. 
Our Australian correspondent, 
John Seed, reports on the battle 
against the Franklin River Dam 
and sends us action photo- 
graphs of that great victory. 

There is lots more, but f am 
pleased to tell you that - yes, 
Virginia -- there is an Earth 
First! Wilderness Preserve Sys- 
tem map and it is in this issue 
along with write-ups on all the 
Preserves. Keep in mind that 
this is a rough draft and we’d 
like your comments. The Pre- 
serve System is our most im- 
protant long term project and 
we need help to refine the pro- 
posal. 

One final note: let me urge 
you to come to the Round River 
Rendezvous this 4th of July 
weekend. You won’t be sorry. It 
will be momentous. 


Dear EF! 

I ’ve been pissed off for years 
at the industrial development 
of the forests of Arkansas by 
the paper companies. They’re 
clearcutting the state and plan- 
ting their pulp farms 
everywhere. It’s genocide for 
the hardwoods. As I said, I’m 
pissed and from what I read in 
OUTSIDE, I would like to help 
and support Earth First! 

—Little Rock, Arkansas 


Lexers 


Comrades 

I want to join up. I heard 
about you from NEWSWEEK 
and I got your address from Ed 
Abbey. Please send me my 
membership card, bumper- 
sticker, newsletter, secret 
decoder ring or whatever. 

Viva la Terra! 

—Williamsburg, Virginia 


Hi Dave, 


World Heritage legislation 
passed both houses of parlia- 
ment today and we now wait to 
see if the High Court grants a 
temporary injunction to stop 
the work on the Franklin River 
Dam while the long State/Fed- 
eral legal battle proceeds. If 
they don’t grant the injunction 
we’ll take to the streets of Can- 
berra early June. 

A new & powerful develop- 
ment here is that a group of 
women have formed to remove 
foreign military bases from 
Australia. They are planning a 
series of actions leading up to 
the blockade of Pine Gap (near 
Alice Springs, center of Aus- 
tralia) November 11 this year. 
Quite a few NAG ladies involv- 
ed and the whole thing is 
strong. 

Pine Gap being a US military 
base, it occurred to me that 
maybe some EF! ladies might 
be into some support action 
over there. If anyone’s in- 
terested, they can write to 
Carol Fergusson, Tuntable 
Falls, Nimbin NSW 2480, 
Australia. 


Letters to the Editor 

Letters to the editor are 
encouraged. Lengthy letters 
may be edited for space re- 
quirements. Be sure to indicate 
if you wish your name and loca- 
tion to appear. Send to PO Box 
235, Ely, NV 89301. 


Dear Ed.: 

Please tell Reed F. Noss that 
another easterner (well, 
midwesterner) has sought, 
mostly in vain, for wilderness 
this side of the Mississippi. I 
like his proposal for a 
deciduous forest ecosystem 
preserve. Perhaps Howie 
Wolke’s Youth Demolition 
Corps (YDC) can be instrumen- 
tal in “re-establishing the 
wilderness character of the pro- 
posed preserve.” If this 
eastern deciduous forest 
preserve proves successful, 
would Reed help me re-convert 
this ocean of agribusiness of 
east central Illinois to the 
former sea of tall grass prairie? 

With visions of big bluestem, 
—Valerie, Urbana, IL 


Dear Annie 

I want to take this time to 
give you a big thanks and ap- 
preciation for your behind-the- 
scenes support of Earth First! 
and basically keeping the act 
together. Your work is a cor- 
nerstone to the success of 
Earth First! and I suggest an 
Annie Appreciation Day at 
least once a month. With dinner 
and flowers at Ely’s finest 
restaurant with all EF! staff in 
attendance. Enclosed is an 
alpine sunflower to brighten 
your day and let you know I ap- 
preciate you very much. 


Dear Valerie 

Look at our Wilderness 
Preserve System proposal in 
this issue. Perhaps you could 
help us rough out a preserve for 
the tall grass prairie/deciduous 
forest transition zone in Illinois. 


(Ed note: Ditto for us!) 


loaiA 
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Earth First! Action in Wisconsin 

We are going to need some 
Earth First! action here soon in 
Wisconsin. Exxon is nearly 
ready to mine for copper/zine 
(possibly uranium) in a remote 
area of northeastern Wisconsin 
near the Nicolet National 
Forest and the Sokoagan and 
Pottawatomie Indian Tribes. 
As usual, the legal and political 
channels are breaking down 
and it is time for direct action! 
Over 400,000 acres of Wiscon- 
sin north woods are under siege 
by 25 multi-national corpora- 
tions. It’s about time to send 
those suckers home (if they 
have a home)! 

We also must make a visible 
statement about the annual na- 
tional and state forest herbicide 
spray plans. They are getting 
ready to douse us again and 
we’ve got to stop them again! 
Any Wisconsin Earth First!ers 
who have action ideas, please 
get in touch with me. 

Chris Kalka 
Box 224 

Holcombe, WI 54745 
(715) 595-6289 

Earth First! Action in Ohio 

Earth First! in Ohio is begin- 
ning to organize and is calling 
for the recreation of a deciduous 
forest wilderness along the 
Ohio River, immediate curtail- 
ment of SO 2 (acid rain) emis- 
sions in the Ohio Valley, con- 
solidation and rehabilitation of 
the Wayne National Forest in- 
stead of selling it off, expansion 
of the Ohio state nature reserve 
system, a biocentric ethic on all 
issues, and willingness to 
engage in non-violent direct ac- 
tion to oppose destruction of 
natural ecosystems. To help 
develop a strong Earth First! 
presence in Ohio, contact Reed 
Noss (Columbus area) 140 N. 
West St., Westerville, OH 
43081 (614) 891-4815; or Rik 
Thuesen, Antioch College, 
Yellow Springs, OH 45387 (513) 
767-7331. It is further rumored 
that Kalmiopsis Blockade 
organizer and Wyoming hunt- 
ing guide Kevin Everhart will 
be returning to Ohio this fall to 
begin classes at Antioch. 


WISCONSIN 
Earth First! 
Meeting 

Saturday 
July 30 
2:00 p.m. 
Call Meri at 
414-673-6372 
for information 


5 /I 6 E BRUSH C 0 <frL V, 

OTHERS TO BE ANNOUNCED 

.. ^ « t NFO- WRITE P-0-BOXZ6ZZI S.L.CMTOR CAU " ’ 

H FROMom V/IU>mi£S} w Utau 

/AND THE WESr “ 

TICKETS 46.°° IN AO yam (EE- A FTERAU&lst 


In an historic, thorough and 
sweeping decision, US District 
Judge Stanley Weigel killed the 
Gasquet-Orleans (G-O) Road 
through the sacred high coun 
try wilderness of the Siskiyou 
Mountains in Northern Califor 
nia on May 25. Judge Weigel 
ruled on a suit brought by In 
dian groups and the Sierra Club 


against Forest Service plans to 
road and log the Chimney 
Rock/Blue Creek country of the 
Six Rivers National Forest. 


The decision stated that the 


First Amendment religious 
rights of the Yurok, Karok and 
Tolowa peoples outweighed the 


dubious benefits claimed for the 


road by the Forest Service. In a 


stunning setback for Forest 
Service wilderness destruction 


plans, Judge Weigel also said 
that the Six Rivers National 


Forest s Blue Creek Manage 
ment Plan violated the 


Wilderness Act, National En 


vironmental Policy Act, the 
Federal Water Quality Control 
Act and Indian fishing and 
water rights on the Hoopa 
Reservation. 


Weigel permanently prohi 
bited the Forest Service from 


development activities in 27 


square miles of the Siskiyou 
High Country and ordered the 
Freddies to produce a new 
environmental impact state- 
ment and hold new public hear- 
ings if they hope to re-route the 
road or undertake logging in 
the lower elevations of Blue 
Creek. 

“This is a major setback to 
the Freddies' mad dash to li- 
quidate the old growth forest of 
the Pacific coast,” said Mike 
Roselle, Earth First! organizer 
for the Bald Mountain Road 
Blockade. “It gives us a second 
wind in fighting their plans to 
destroy the Kalmiopsis country 
here in Oregon. We’re hoping to 
see lots of Californians who 
were planning to blockade the 
NO G-0 Road with us coming 
up here to help with the Bald 
Mountain Road Blockade.” 

Dave Foreman said, “This is 
one of the most important court 
decisions involving wilderness 
we will ever see. Hopefully it 
will make the point that wilder- 
ness is sacred space and not 
just recreation land. Our 
thanks go to the Native Peoples 
of the Northcoast, the Sierra 
Club, and other groups involv- 
ed in the suit.’ 


special charger for this purpose 
can be built for less than 10 
dollars from parts obtainable 
from any Radio Shack or other 
electronics store. By using a 
transistorized voltage doubler 
circuit it solves the problem of 
the vehicle battery being the 
same voltage as the radio bat- 
tery pack. Complete plans can 
be found in the 1982 edition of 
The Radio Amateur's Hand- 
book, and assembly requires lit- 
tle knowledge of electronics. 

Regardless of whether they 
are charged on a standard home 
battery charger or on a 
vehicular battery charger, 
nicad batteries should be fully 


DEAR NED LUDD 


discharged before recharging 
each time. If they are only part- 
ly discharged before recharg- 
ing, they tend to develop a 
“memory” at that point and 
may not provide service beyond 
that point in the future. 

The cost for two radios with 
nicads and charger as described 
above should run about 200 
dollars and should be readily 
obtainable in any medium sized 
town. That is cheaper than legal 
fees and fines. If Abbzug, 
Hayduke, Sarvis, and Seldom 
Seen had used radios, they pro- 
bably would have never gotten 
caught. 

—Robin Hood 


Ned Ludd’s Tool Box 
Part 2: Radio Equipment 

While not actually a tool of 
sabotage, radios are perhaps 
the best tools a gang could have 
to avoid getting caught. They 
allow you to place a lookout 
miles away on a mountain top 
or along an access road. This 
changes warning time from 
moments to minutes and allows 
a clean get-away. If radio fre- 
quency and power output are 
properly chosen, the chance of 
being overheard is practically 
nil, and if, in addition, you use 
codes that sould like innocuous 
language, anyone who happens 
to listen may not become 
suspicious. A warning 
though— the use of any radio 
equipment for illegal purposes 
or to aid anything illegal is a 
violation of FCC regulations 
and is therefore a federal of- 
fense. This should be taken into 
account, especially when the 
monkey-wrench act itself is 
relatively minor in the eyes of 
the law. 

What I recommend as a basic 
piece of radio equipment is a 


full power (5 watt) citizens band 
(CB) hand-held transceiver 
(“walkie-talkie”) with multi- 
channel capability (preferably 
all 40 channels), an internal 12 
volt battery supply, and a high- 
low power switch. 

Five watt transmitters have 
an effective range of from one 
to a dozen miles or more depen- 
ding on local terrain, weather, 
and electrical interference. 
Greater power is rarely 
necessary and even this amount 
of power could be easily 
overheard by the wrong people 
in many areas. Thus the high- 
low power switch. Its use will 
save batteries and minimize the 
chance of being overheard. 

I recommend CBs because 
they are relatively cheap, easy 
to get, and common enough to 
be only minimally suspicious. 
Also, because they work in the 
low frequency AM mode, their 
signal bends easily and is thus 
more suitable for rugged terrain 
than higher frequency FM. 

A 12 volt power requirement 
for the radio allows the unit to 
be plugged directly into a vehi- 
cle electrical system for mobile 
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use. For portable use, the power 
supply is usually either 8 stan- 
dard A A size alkaline or 10 A A 
nickel-cadmium batteries in 
series. Alkaline batteries have 
about twice the electrical 
capacity of nicads and cost 
about half as much, but they 
cannot be recharged (I’ve read 
that some kinds of alkaline bat- 
teries can be recharged, but 
I’ve never seen them). Nicads 
can be recharged hundreds of 
times, offsetting their initial 
cost of about 3 dollars apiece. 

Nickel-cadmium batteries are 
especially convenient when 
they can be charged from a 
vehicle's electrical system. A 


















WHAT YOU CAN DO 

The Kalmiopsis Blockade is the first stage of a ma- 
jor Earth First! campaign to protect intact forest 
ecosystems and reform the United States Forest Ser- 
vice. Your help is needed NOW to make the blockade a 
success. You can help in the following ways. 

©Take Part in the Blockade. Organize a group of four 
or more people in your area to travel to the blockade 
together and take part in the action as an affinity 
group. Non-violent training can be arranged for your 
group either locally or in the Grants Pass area. Your 
group can participate at any time, for any length of 
time. If you are an individual, you can be placed in an 
affinity group on site. People are needed both for ac- 
tual blockading (possible arrest) or for support (unlike- 
ly arrest). 

©Come to the Round River Rendezvous. The RRR 
will be held on the July 2 - 4 weekend in the Siskiyou 
National Forest near Grants Pass, Oregon, and will 
focus on Old Growth Forest. It will be the focal event 
for the entire campaign and will feature a rally on July 
3 with Gary Snyder, Dave Foreman, Johnny Sage- 
brush, Cecelia Ostrow, Jonathan Richman, David & 
Windsong, and other speakers and musicians. BYOB. 

©Send Money. We have gone into debt to maintain 
the blockade. We need your contribution now to main- 
tain full-time coordinators in the field, cover postage, 
phone, gas and other expenses. Send your check to 
Earth First! POB 235 Ely, NV 89301 payable to Earth 
First!. Indicate that it is for the Blockade Fund. 

©Come to the Hearing. Sen. Mark Hatfield will hold 
hearings on the Oregon Wilderness Bill in Bend and 
Salem in July. Participate in the Earth First! 
demonstrations demanding protection for the North 
Kalmiopsis now! 

©Write Letters. Write Senators Mark Hatfield and 
Bob Packwood (US Senate, Washington, DC 20510) 
urging them to support addition of the 235,000 acre 
Kalmiopsis Roadless Area to the existing Kalmiopsis 
Wilderness as part of the Oregon Wilderness Bill. If 
you live outside of Oregon, send copies of your letters 
to Hatfield and Packwood to your state’s senators 
(same address). 

FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION ON ANY OF 
THIS, CALL: 

EARTH FIRST! OREGON 503-592-4269 or in 
Eugene 503-342-7040 or 686-4356 or your local EF! 
Contact. Or call Earth First! in Ely, NV 702-289-8636. 


BLOCKADE 

(Continued) 

who had faced the first two 
groups. He told how he feared 
violence at the hands of the 
blockaders. His wife said that 
every morning when he left for 
work she worried that she 
would be a widow come 
nightfall. 

That Friday, May 6, most of 
the previous blockaders ap- 
peared at an Earth First! Road 
Show in Eugene and captivated 
the crowd of well over a hun- 
dred. A six hour non-violent 
preparation on Sunday in 
Eugene drew some twenty peo- 
ple and five of these were ready 
to act on May 10. They were the 
ones attacked by Fred Brown 
and his bulldozer. 

Their story was relayed to 
EF! organizers waiting in 
Grants Pass. Dave Foreman 
and Mike Roselle immediately 
paid a call to Siskiyou Forest 
Supervisor Bill Covey deman- 
ding that Plumley Construction 
have its contract revoked for 
the violence and that a 
moratorium be placed on con- 
struction of the Bald Mountain 
Road. Covey stonewalled 
Foreman and Roselle, claiming 
that no violence had occurred. 
Later the Josephine County 
Sheriff’s Department also told 
them that no violence had hap- 
pened and intimated that the 
blockaders were lying. 

KOBI TV from Medford in- 
terviewed the five about the in- 
cident after they were released 
from jail that afternoon. 

On Thursday, May 12, Dave 
Willis of Ashland and Dave 
Foreman set up a road block on 
the access road 10 miles from 
the construction area to stop 
the Plumley workers on their 
way to work. With the help of 
their support team, they pulled 
a downed tree into the road in 
front of them because, as 
Foreman said, “I don’t want to 
be a hood ornament on a 
Plumley truck.” 

At 6:00 A.M. a sheriff’s depu- 
ty arrived and asked the men to 
move. They refused. The depu- 
ty then winched the log out of 
the way and parked 50 feet in 
front of them. Willis, missing 
both hands and feet from 
frostbite, was in his wheelchair. 
At 6:15, the Plumley sixpac 
pickup carrying 5 workers ar- 
rived and drove around the 
deputy’s vehicle. They tried to 
pass Willis on the inside of the 
road cut but Foreman stepped 
over and blocked their path. 
They then drove to the outside 
of the road bend where Fore- 
man had previously stood. He 
stepped back in place. 

For a moment the blockaders 
faced off the truck. Then it shot 
forward, hitting Foreman in the 
chest and knocking him back 
five feet. Again truck and man 
faced off. The truck pushed 
against Foreman. He pushed 
back. Les Moore, the driver of 
the truck, accelerated and push- 
ed Foreman back. With the 
truck firmly pressed against 
him, Foreman had to backpedal 
to keep from being run down. 
As the truck went faster and 
faster, he could not get out of 
the way. He finally lost his 
balance and went down before 
the truck. He held onto the 
bumper for a few seconds and 
the truck finally stopped. The 
distance was later measured at 
103 yards. 

The five construction workers 
piled out of the truck and sur- 


rounded Foreman who was ly- 
ing half under the front of it. 
“You dirty communist 
bastard,” yelled Les Moore, 
“Why don’t you go back to 
Russia where you came from?” 

“But, Les,” Foreman replied, 
“I’m a registered Republican.” 

Before any further incident 
could occur, the deputy dashed 
up, handcuffed Foreman and 
drug him away, under arrest for 
disorderly conduct. The con- 
struction workers then heaped 
their abuse on the media people 
present, warning them not to 
take further photographs “or 
else.” 

On the way down to Grants 
Pass, the deputy and his 
prisoner passed Sergeant Frank 
Taus of the Sheriff’s Depart- 
ment. He told Foreman there 
would be no assault charges fil- 
ed against any Plumley 
workers and then winked. Fore- 
man was bailed out of jail that 
afternoon. Before going to a 
doctor, he told KOBI TV on the 
Courthouse steps that Les 
Moore’s wife should worry less 
about being a widow and more 
about being the wife of a mur- 
derer. 

The Sheriff’s Department 
told the news media that there 
had been no assault, that 
Foreman had stepped in front 
of a moving vehicle and had 
been knocked down. They 
claimed the truck had im- 
mediately stopped. There was 
just one thing wrong with their 
story. A UPI reporter had 
witnessed the entire incident 
and two TV stations had filmed 
it. The Forest Service and 
Sheriff’s Department were 
caught in their coverup when 
the television news aired that 
evening. The question remain- 
ing was: had the authorities 
encouraged the construction 
workers to intimidate the block- 
aders? 

Due to the negative publicity 
from both assaults, the Plumley 
Construction Company on Fri- 
day the 13th ordered its em- 
ployees to refrain from further 
violence. Accepting that in 
good faith, the blockaders 
decided not to press assault 
charges unless further in- 
cidents of violence took place. 

Arraignment also took place 
on the 13th. Foreman pled not 
guilty and was released on his 
own recognizance until his trial 
with the bizarre and likely- 
invalid order that he not set 
foot on Forest Service lands. 
The judge was not moved by 
his protestations that there 
were 180 million acres of Na- 
tional Forest lands in the 
United States. William Smith 


“You dirty communist 
bastard! Why don’t 
you go back to 
Russia?” 

“But, Les, I’m a 
registered Republi- 
can.” 

pled no contest but made a 
statement as to how he felt he 
was justified in trying to stop 
the wilderness-destructive pro- 
ject. Judge O’Neil lectured him 
that he should think of the poor 
construction worker who was 
just trying to make a living. 
Then, to everyone’s surprise he 
gave Smith a $150 fine (no one 
else in the similar incidents had 
been fined). Norlen, Swanson, 
Campbell and Warren also pled 
not guilty and were ordered not 
to enter National Forest land in 
Josephine County, Oregon, un- 
til their trial. 

Undaunted, Earth First! and 
the Kalmiopsis Action Alliance 
were planning additional and 
larger blockades in the near 
future. “We aren’t finished by a 
damn sight,” vowed Kevin 
Everhart. 

(For background information 
on the Kalmiopsis issue, see the 
March 21 and May 1 editions of 
Earth First!.) 

Kalmiopsis Blockade Honor 
Role 

The following are those tree- 
huggers in Earth First! and the 
Kalmiopsis Action Alliance 
who have blockaded the Bald 
Mountain Road as of press 
time. 

Kevin Everhart, Jackson, WY 
Steve Marsden, Grants Pass, OR 
Mike Roselle, Jackson, WY 
Pedro Tama, Takilma, OR 
Ric Bailey, Joseph, OR 
Claudia Beausoliel, Williams, OR 
Remain Cooper, Cave Junction, OR 
Jim Goodwin, Eugene, OR 
Mary Beth Nearing, Eugene, OR 
Eric Nicholson, Williams, OR 
Ron Zook, Cave Junction, OR 
Molly Campbell, Eugene, OR 
Doug Norlen, Eugene, OR 
William Smith, Eugene, OR 
Peter Swanson, Eugene, OR 
Diana W'arren, Eugene, OR 
Dave Foreman, Ely, NV 
Dave Willis, Ashland, OR 
Jim Ferrara, Couelo, CA 
Ginny Frundt, Couelo, CA 
Lou Gold, Cave Junction, OR 
Bill Goodell, Areata, CA 
A1 Gwin, Eugene, OR 
Mark Mclvie, Williams, OR 
Paulette Pratchner, 

Grants Pass, OR 
Dave Rusk, Eugene, OR 
Shelly Thompson, Areata, OR 


SUE THE 
BASTARDS 

Just before press time, Earth 
First! decided to file suit 
against the United States 
Forest Service in an effort to 
stop the Bald Mountain Road 
project in the North Kalmiopsis 
Roadless Area. The lawsuit will 
be based on the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals decision on 
the California vs. Block case in 
which the court ruled that the 
RARE II final Environmental 
Impact Statement was inade- 
quate and therefore no develop- 
ment should take place in 
RARE II areas selected as non- 
wilderness by the Forest Ser- 
vice. Other National Forests 
are abiding by the court’s deci- 
sion but the Siskiyou National 
Forest has insouciantly ignored 
the decision and is quickly mov- 
ing ahead to road and cut the 
North Kalmiopsis. This will be 
the first RARE II lawsuit 
brought by a conservation 
group. 


EARTH FIRST! 
OFFICE 

Earth First! now has an office 
and regularly staffed telephone 
in Takilma, Oregon, to coor- 
dinate the Bald Mountain Road 
Blockade and the July 2 - 4 
Round River Rendezvous. Tak- 
ilma is south of Grants Pass. 
Call 503-592-4269 and talk to 
Mike, Kevin, Ric, Gloria, Steve, 
Pedro, Mary Beth, or whoever 
answers the phone. Alternate 
numbers for information in the 
area are Steve Marsden 
503-474-0259 and Claudia 
503-846-6092; and in Eugene, 
Marcy 503-342-7040 or the Sur- 
vival Center 503-686-4356. 

LATE BULLETIN: 

9 people were arrested 
blockading the Bald 
Mt. Road on May 31. 10 
more were going in June 
7. 
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Kalmiopsis Wilderness 


OREGON WILDERNESS BILL 


designation of all remaining 
roadless areas as wilderness; 
the establishment of wilderness 
recovery zones to rehabilitate 
previously logged and roaded 
areas. Those scrawny amoeba- 
shaped patches of “defacto” 
wilderness which scantily dot 
the public lands of Oregon 
merely constitute a base with 
which to begin a rejuvenation of 
true wilderness in this 
bioregion. All EFlers who are 
tired of seeing the same old 
compromised wilderness pro- 
posals should attend. Those 
wishing to testify for EF! pro- 
posals should contact Ric 
Bailey at (503) 592-4269. 


Those EFlers who are 
familiar with Oregon Senator 
Mark O. Hatfield’s position on 
wilderness may think atten- 
dance at his wilderness hear- 
ings this July in Salem and 
Bend (dates yet undecided) is an 
act of futility. But EF! par- 
ticipation at the hearings could 
be fun as well as effective. All 
EFlers are encouraged to make 
a vocal and demonstrative ap- 
pearance at the hearings. Bring 
signs. Silent Agitators, and 
support the EFlers who will 
testify for some Real 
wilderness in Oregon. The EF! 
position will stress the preser- 
vation of all remaining old 
growth forests in Oregon; the 


“Shut ’er down! We 
ain’t moving!’’ -April ! 










EF! Guide to Greasy Spoons & 
Sleazy Bars 

EF! has decided since it’s pro- 
bably the leading authority on 
eating and drinking dives 
across the country anyway, 
that it’s about time we slapped 
together a little guide to 
locating the favorite watering 
holes whilst traveling the old 
US of A. 

Remember that great Mex- 
ican restaurant outside of 
Capitol Reef National Park? Or 
who has the best 
cheeseburgers: Ray’s Tavern in 
Green River, Utah, or Al’s 
Hickory House in Jackson, 
Wyoming? Or how about the 
basque restaurant with the 
dread Pico Punch in Susanville, 
California? We’re sure you have 
your own favorites and opi- 
nions. If so, please send your 
comments, along with the name 
and address of the place 
(business card or menu if you’ve 
got one) to EF!: Greasy & 
Sleazy, POB 26221, SLC, Utah. 

Or how about that topless 
mermaid bar in San Diego or 
Tommy’s Joint in San Fran- 
cisco, home of 300 different 
beers, or how about Lucy’s in 
Desemboque, Sonora, Mexico 
or the Mexican Dairy Queen in 
Sanderson, Texas, or that little 
place in Page, Arizona, the 
Landmark Diner, or... 


Earth First! Beer 
Yes, this too could become a 
reality. Since Earth First! has a 
national reputation for being a 
bunch of beer drinking fools, we 
thought what better way to 
prove it and let all our critics 
say, “I told you so” than to pro- 
duce our very own beer! 
Remember, you read it here 
first! We can produce our own 
cans of beer, with an Earth 
First! designed label and have 
them filled with any one of fif- 
teen different kinds of beer. 
While there are still some ship- 
ping & licensing problems to be 
worked out, we could pull it off 
if we can find an investor, will- 
ing to front the money for 
$1,250 cases of beer (that’s 
30,000 cans of beer!). It would 
cost approximately $10,000 
plus shipping and licensing. 
That’s a lot of beer, but if 
anyone can drink it. Earth 
First! can. We’ll also look into 
distributing thru sympathetic 
bars and there’s also the 
possibility of having some cans 
air filled for collectors. How 
many cases of Earth First! brew 
would you buy??? Send in your 
comments, etc. (along with your 
check for $10,000) to EARTH 
FIRST! BEER, POB 26221, 
S.L.C., Utah, 84126. 


EF! Ruby Canyon Float Trip 
August 6th-7th 
$95.00 per person with $25.00 
going to Earth First! 

Ruby Canyon on the Col- 
orado River in Southwestern 
Colorado is the stage for this 
two day weekend trip. This area 
is rich in prehistoric Indian 
sites, settlers’ cabins and re- 
mains, wildlife and unusual 
geology. The largest concentra- 
tion of natural arches outside of 
Utah grace one of the side ca- 
nyons. The canyon country ad- 
joining the river is a wilderness 
study area. Two Rivers Rafting 
in Clifton, Colorado has 
generously agreed to donate 
$25 per person to Earth First! 
The trip can accomodate from 
four to twelve people. Please 
send inquiries, reservations, 
etc. to TWO RIVERS RAF- 
TING, POB 156, CLIFTON, 
COLORADO 81520. We will 
use oar powered paddle rafts so 
that everyone gets to par- 
ticipate in paddling through the 
whitewater. 


jtk \V A# „ LU 

CP Poasp /?cptS Sl/^POC/P/P 
\ ftr tat a/at'i /a/ 

a/’t uj /vtx'C S/TaTP ^l f 

jK Co/SrS/tf/TS T/orTeT Pe/TPPuaJ 1 
WPTa/T// PTs'rt PcPrWTA Sc’S - l 

yp/u/P/sSe- AU/p /PfpZpATTT-ressr. 

Tfp/pT - S/fT T/pT/l-r, 

ti/zsi/A’P SpS/p IsvFPTt 

Oa>' T//P dp/'PTtZAfTTP. /? SvUp 


pups’ tpppp (p/ocpj 

//y />?p;Peti/)CPs// ft asp spPPf V 6 cun' 
Spy/vT/jP 'Sft/fP.pft Qt/f TC/yp/S/fi/p- 


SOUTHWEST PHOTO 
NOTECARDS: 5 Black & 
White Scenes - Chaco Canyon, 
Kiet Siel, Gran Quivira, Long 
Canyon, Monument Valley. 
$3.25 per set. Price includes 
envelopes and shipping. 
Laughing Desert Publications, 
P.O. Box 9424, Albuquerque, 
NM 87119. 


Howie Wolke’s 

WILD HORIZONS 
EXPEDITIONS 

Guided Wilderness 
Backpacking 

Emphasis on small groups and 
adventure in endangered 
roadless areas: NW Wyoming 
and elsewhere in the West. 

Free Brochure: 

Box 2348, Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-5343 


Advertise in Earth First! 

Reach thousands of refined 
minds with your slick Madison 
Avenue message in our high- 
tone, sophisticated publication. 
Rates are as follow: 

Full Page $90 

Half Page $60 

Fifth page $30 

Tenth Page $15 

Column Inch $4 

Columns are two inches wide. 
Page fractions may be done any 
way geometrically possible. All 


Educational Wilderness 
Experience 

• We specialize in exploring en- • EARTH FIRST! members: 

dangered wilderness not yet schedule an expedition and 
adequately protected by law in 10% of your fee will be donated 
the Kalmiopsis, Siskiyou and to EF! efforts to blockade the 
Cascade mountain ranges. Bald Mtn. Road in the Kalmio- 

• Groups are kept small (4-6 psis and the NoG-0 Road in the 

guests) and feature delicious Siskiyous. 

gourmet meals. • Write or call for a free bro- 

• Trips include: extended ex- chure: P.O. Box 1330 Jackson- 
peditions, weekend trips, and ville, Oregon 97530 (503) 899- 
picnic day hikes at our wilder- 1696. 

ness ranch. 


USGS TOPO 
MAPS 


USGS TOPO MAPS 

USGS sells you their topo maps 
for $2 and most private dealers 
charge $3 or more. EF! sells them 
to you for only $1.75! To order, 
simply send us a list of maps you 
want (in alphabetical order by 
state specifying 7 % or 15-minute 
quads) and acheck for $1.75 each. 
Maps will be shipped directly by 
USGS to you and you should 
receive your maps only 2 weeks 
from the day you stick your order 
in the mail to us. Contact either 
USGS or EF! for state indexes. 


KAYAK, PADDLE, OR RAFT 
Mhai THE GRAND CANYON 

(or other rivers) ^ [ 

fc* 7 COLOR* 00 

, D HELP SAVE Writ.: 

FOR— Southwest 
Box 1115 

Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
Commercially-operated and licensed 
raft/paddle trips and Kayak support 
on Grand ^Canyon, Cataract, Green, 

San Juan, Dolores, AT SPECIAL 
LOW PRICES, AS BENEFIT to 
FRIENDS OF THE RIVER, 
in its effort to protect the Colorado, 
from "peaking power” and other 
energy development. 


NATIONAL NUDE 

WEEKEND, July 9-10, 1983, 
will be celebrated with clean-up 
of the nation's “free” (that is, 
clothing optional) beaches. In- 
formation from The Naturist 
Society, P.O. Box 132, 
Oshkosh, WI 54902. 


A SYMBOL FOR 
THE DISCRIMINATIN' 
ECO-GUERRILLA 

STERLING SILVER 
MONKEY WRENCH 


For Sale - Idaho Wilderness 
Land 

15 acres in uninhabited valley 
in the Central Idaho Moun- 
tains. Year-round stream, part 
forested, part open meadow 
with southern exposure. 
Primitive road dead-ends at 
property boundary. Bordered 
on three sides by roadless Na- 
tional Forest land. Area is ma- 
jor winter range for bighorn 
and elk. Within five miles of 
River of No Return Wilderness, 
largest designated wilderness 
area in Lower 48. Near the 
Salmon River and hot springs. 

Terms: part cash, assume ex- 
isting mortgage. For details, 
contact POB 2193, Salmon, 
Idaho 83467. 
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I was on the far left of our 
group with Peter, Diana and 
Molly in the middle and Will- 
iam on the far right. As he back- 
ed up and forced us backwards 
I tripped and fell. I was just 
able to leap out of the path of 
the tracks which left gashes in 
my boots. Peter decided to go 
for a ride and hung onto the 
dozer as it backed up. Then, as 
before, the cat stopped and 
went forward again. 

Two young surveyors on mo- 
torcycles were just down the 
road and were thoroughly en- 
joying the show. Then, they 
realized it was serious and 
quickly left. They probably did 
not want to get involved. The 
dozer then shifted into reverse 
and began its third attack. The 
third run was equally intense. 
The driver screamed, “You 
mother fuckers are gonna die!” 
and sped backwards just as 
before. It was then that I 
started having reservations. 
He, again, went forward and we 


grab the top of the dozer blade 
and ride atop the wave of dirt. 
The others were not so lucky. 
The dozer plowed us for about 
ten feet. He then backed up. 

I stood up, looked around and 
suddenly realized someone was 
missing. I looked down and was 
jolted by the sight of Diana’s 
head, face down, protruding 
from the massive dirt pile. We 
frantically tried to dig her out. 
Molly was also buried to the 
waist and was trying to escape. 
Both of Peter’s legs were buried 
to the thigh. Meanwhile, the 
dozer continued to work the cor- 
ner where we lay, coming only a 
few feet from us. We yelled and 
screamed for him to stop. Final- 
ly, the dozer driver seemed to 
realize all he had done and stop- 
ped. He turned his dozer around 
and drove down the road. We 
dug ourselves out, regrouped 
and were soon busted by the 
sheriff’s deputies when they ar- 
rived. 

All in a day’s work. 




' ' 


again, regrouped. I was scream- 
ing that he was a madman and 
we should get out of there. 
Peter was yelling to hold tight 
and not let him win. We reached 
a split-second consensus and 
held tight. The dozer came back 
for a fourth & fifth run. Mira- 
culously, none of us were hurt. 

Throughout this ordeal, 
Frank, a freelance photo- 
grapher, was taking pictures of 
it all. The cat driver realized 
this and went after him. The 
dozer drove at Frank and forced 
him off the road embankment. 
Frank then climbed back up 
and ran over to the parked earth- 
mover. The dozer drove up to 
' him and trapped him against 
the earthmover. The blade was 
only inches from his neck. 
Frank somehow managed to 
escape. 

The five of us then walked 
toward the outside of the bend 
in the road. The dozer turned 
toward us, went in gear and 
came at us once again, but 
straight on this time. The mad- 
man lowered his blade and be- 
gan scraping up dirt and rubble 
towards us. When he finally 
reached us, the pile of dirt 
which was about waist-high 
struck us head on. I was able to 


#3 Statements 

I no longer have doubts about 
my commitment to action 
NOW for the wilderness. It 
must be done. If we wait and go 
through the “proper channels” 
one more time, there will be no 
forests left. I knew this before I 
took part in the action but the 
strength of my beliefs and con- 
victions grew after facing the 
angered bulldozer driver. I 
know that my commitment ir 
stronger than any sentence im- 
posed by the court system. 
That brings me to the second 
area of my new learning. My 
first inside view of the deputies’ 
and judges’ daily life was much 
as I expected but eye-opening 
nonetheless. Paperwork, paper- 
work and more paperwork. No 
wonder they do not understand 
where we are coming from. To 
the police in the station, we 
were only a form in triplicate, to 
be approved and then filed. 
Though I would not necessarily 
recommend it, I pled not guilty 
and because of that I will pro- 
bably see more of how the U.S. 
Forest Service, the county 
police and the judiciary system 
are “in bed together”. 



Buried by the Bulldozer 


My plea is another step in 
challenging existing ideas, 
philosophies, and values of not 
only Josephine County but of 
our society at large. 

Molly Campbell 

Our blockade taught me that 
there are greater forces than us 
working on this. When the 
dozer was coming on the final 
run that plowed us under, my 
fear was taken away and I was 
given a feeling of peaceful ac- 
ceptance of whatever was com- 
ing. I felt a unity with the earth 
and the spirits that I can’t 
describe, and I knew that that 
time I wasn’t going to move. 

I don’t believe any of us are 
particularly brave, but we were 
given strength at that moment 
by something outside 
ourselves. Call it God if you 
like, but whatever it is, there’s 
something on our side that’s 
bigger than any bulldozer. If we 
can act out of love for Mother 
Earth, rather than hatred for 
the enemy, and with the humili- 
ty that comes from knowing 
that we’re a small part of some- 
thing greater than ourselves, 


our power is unlimited. We can 
stop this road. 

On the practical side, it’s 
vital that before an action 
everybody in the group knows 
clearly how deep their partners’ 
commitment is. A chain is only 
as strong as its weakest link, 
and if the operator senses any 
fear or hesitation on our part, 
the chances of attack are that 
much greater. And if they 
break one blockade, it’s that 
much tougher for the next. 

Peter Swanson 

Solidarity in an affinity 
group is essential. All par- 
ticipants, both those doing the 
civil disobedience and the sup- 
porters should be as responsible 
for one another as family, 
rather than becoming an “af- 
finity group” two hours before 
the action. This will facilitate 
necessary cohesiveness before, 
during and after the action. Af- 
finity naturally includes each 
member’s knowledge of the ex- 
tent to which each other mem- 
ber is willing to accept bodily 
injury. Thereby, risks are taken 
with full awareness of their con- 


sequences and benefits. Useless 
risks and mere heroics are 
minimized by a clear group. It 
is only with a tight, personal, 
affinity group that other fac- 
tors, which vary radically from 
action to action, may be dealt 
with satisfactorily. Only a well 
grounded group can know how 
to deal with a stiuation that 
does not fit the planned tactics. 
Tight groups have supporters 
who know where to be, whether 
it be giving support during the 
actual action or support after- 
wards when the isolation and 
intimidation of the Law may 
become intense. Support people 
must have designated roles to 
play whether it be medical, 
news reporting, advisory, the 
actual being there for the 
group, and so on, or any com- 
bination of roles. 

Most importantly we felt in 
our hearts that nonviolence 
works and it is the only way an 
ideological battle can be won in 
the long run. 

Peace, 

Doug Norlen 

William Smith 

Diana Warren 
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MUTTERINGS 
FROM MAMA 

by Mama Rue 

Summer Solstice 

At Summer Solstice, the midsummer sabbat (sabbath or holy 
celebration) celebrates the time when the Sun God is at the peak of 
his powers. But the celebration also contains a touch of sadness, 
because it is the time when his power begins to wane as the days 
gradually grow shorter. The Oak King, symbol of the waxing year, 
is defeated by the Holly King, symbol of the waning year, who will 
in turn be defeated by the Oak King at winter solstice. The waning 
of the sun will be commemorated in August at Lughnasad, the last 
holy day of the year. In the old calendar, which marked time with 
naturally recurring events of the sun, moon, and earth, the new 
year begins November 1st, Samhain. 

During the year, to celebrate the natural holidays. I’ve re- 
counted a number of myths about various conceptions of the Sun 
God, and there are many, many more that could be told. But for 
this particular high holiday of the Sun, I’d like to reinterpret an old 
prayer as many American Indians or others who relate religion to a 
balance of nature might read it. 


“ Any envir'nmentalist pukes in 
here?" Marvin Hotard 

The Head of Joaquim Speaks 

I am the head of Joaquim. I 
live in the slickrock desert of 
Southeastern Utah and watch 
the many imbeciles who have 
no heads attempt to destroy 
this sacred place. Let me tell 
you but a few of the stories... 

I was perched in the 
Westerner Grill only yesterday 
watching my friend eat lard, (I 
do not eat-it just comes out my 
neck) when Moabite Marvin 
Hotard, average I.Q. known to 
exceed certain specimens of En- 
trada sandstone says to no one 
in particular, “any envir'nmen- 
talist pukes in here?” I mention 
this incident, so as to set the 
tone for all that is to follow. 
Southeast Utah, land of red 
rock splendor and dreamlike 
skies, home of Marvin 
Hotard... let us pray. 

Nuke Dump 

"We'll just, snove ern down the 
drill hole" County Commis- 
sioner 

First, let us cast our gaze 
towards the continuing drama 
of the proposed nuke dump at 
Davis Canyon, 4000 feet from 
the “official” boundary of Can- 
yonlands National Park. This 
proposal is so ludricous, so ab- 
solutely absurd, that I have to 
constantly remind myself that 
it isn’t some savage nightmare 
fantasy that I read about in a 
Hunter S. Thompson novel. At 
the most recent DOE “public 
forum” in Monticello, Utah, 
such local luminaries as Ray 
“Elmer Fudd” Tibbetts (ex- 
Grand Co. commissioner), 
Harold “Blowfly” Gaither and 
Calvin “Bishop Love” Black 
(the kingfish of San Juan Co.) 
expounded on the great 
economic opportunities to be af- 
forded by the construction of 
the dump and their “Vision” 
(read nightmare) for 
Southeastern Utah, the 
developmental kingdom they 
call Seutah. 

It was the usual drivel espous- 
ed by these greedheads. Cal 
Black, chairman of the San 
Juan County Commission, con- 
tinues to claim to be speaking 
for the “working man" (as op- 
posed to us degenerate “profes- 
sional environmentalists”). If 
he were truly the benevolent 
gentleman he claims to be, he 
would distribute among the 
poor of his county, the half a 
million dollars he reportedly 
keeps locked up in Blanding's 
First Security Bank. There are 
a lot of other questions we’d 
like to ask our buddy Calvin, 
but we’ll save them for another 
time. 

A highlight of the festivities 
came when our own Bob 
Phillips suggested that the cost 
of constructing a detention 
facility (to hold the thousands 
that will descent upon the site 
to form a human blockade to 
keep the DOE out) be added to 
the environmental assessment. 


A grumbling San Juan County 
commissioner commented later, 
“We’ll just shove ’em down the 
drill hole.” 

An interesting point was 
brought up regarding the 
“super-safe”, waterproof, un- 
breakable cannisters that are 
to contain the nuclear garbage. 
“If they’re so safe, why are you 
burying them 2000 feet 
underground?” The DOE 
responded with their usual 
blank, zombie look, which is 
what they do best. 

Paving Canyonlands: Cal 
Black’s Dream 

"A dead end road is a waste of 
money. ” Calvin Black 

The NPS has decided to sell 
another part of its quickly 
deteriorating soul to the local 
Chamber of Commerce, when it 
begins paving 26 miles of dirt 
road in the Island in the Sky 
district of Canyonlands N.P. 
Construction is expected to 
start in late summer of 1983. 
When completed, the Island 
will conform to windshield 
tourists' standards already 
established in most Nat’l Park- 
ing Lots. But, as Sam Taylor, 
publisher of the Moab Times- 
Independent said gleefully, “it 
should increase visitation 
100%!" All that money, all 
those tourists; why it’s bound 
to bring a dollar sign to the eye 
of even the most brain-damaged 
greedhead. 

But, we've only just begun, 
as the late Karen Carpenter 
would have put it. In fact, our 
good buddy Bishop Love thinks 
paving a “dead end road” is a 
“waste of money.” All roads 
should be designated scenic 
loops so sayeth orge Love from 
the kingdom of Seutah. To even 
think of having to look at the 
same scenery twice disturbs ’ol 
Cal to the very tentacles of his 
being. 

Here, in a nutshell, is Cal 
Black’s dream, at least highway 
construction-wise, for SEUtah. 

1. Construct his very own 
“Kigalia Scenic Highway.” 
After extending the Needles 
road to the confluence overlook, 
extend it south out of the park, 
though Beef Basin, across Elk 
Ridge and between the Bear’s 
Ears to Natural Bridges Nat 
Mon. This makes a scenic loop. 

2. Construct a new highway 
over the Book Cliffs and 
through the Ute Indian Reser- 
vation from Vernal to Thomp- 
son. 

3. Replace historic (but narrow) 
Dewey Bridge - it’s too narrow 
for Winnebagos & ore trucks; 
with a wider, more modern 
bridge. It’ll bring in more 
money, er...visitors. 

4. Construct a road from the 
Island, near Mineral Bottom, 
bridge across the Green River, 
through the Maze, west of 
Elaterite Butte, all the way to 
Hite, Utah. Note this is another 
scenic loop. 

5. Etc., etc., etc. 

It would appear this man was 
bom with a serious birth defect, 
i.e. his head up his asshole. 


Watt in Arches 

"We know which environmen- 
tal group did this. " James Watt 

And speaking of assholes. 
Speaking of an evil, warped 
scum that leaves a trail of green 
infected slime wherever he 
slithers, the BEAST came to 
Moab. The Pasty white 
shellfish men call 666, the 
“sick-retary” of In-“tear”-ior, 
James G. Watt, the most revil- 
ed semi-human since Adolf 
Hitler, came to town. 

After hob-nobbing with local 
politicos (who begged and 
pleaded for his consideration in 
the above mentioned ass-fault 
projects) the beast took a tour 
of Arches N.P. He was greeted 
by a multitude of salutes spray- 
painted on several park signs 
and across the very pavement 
that Watt so clearly loves. 
Judging from the content of the 
painted words, they appeared 
to have been written by some- 
one who opposes the beast’s 
environmental philosophy. 

With television cameras roll- 
ing, Watt pointed to the van- 
dalized signs and the warped 
mentality of his opponents. 
“We know which environmen- 
tal group did this, though we 
don’t need to mention any 
names!” said 666. Needless to 
say, like the powerline sabotage 
of two years ago, we get the 
blame for everything. 

James Watt on Nuke Dumps 

"Wherever we put it, it's gonna 
be next to something. ” James 
Watt 

And while on the subject of 
warped mentalities, the beast 
suggested that if drilling was 
needed in Canyonlands N.P. in 
conjuction with the proposed 
nuclear dump, he would permit 
it. Asked if he was concerned 
about the dump’s proximity to 
the park, Watt shrugged, 
“Wherever we put it, it’s gonna 
be next to something.” James 
Watt earns $33.62 per hour. 

I can't go on-I could but I 
can’t. I’m becoming ill. It’s 
time to put my head back in the 
formaldahyde jar or those god- 
dam little maggots will start 
sucking out my eyeballs. I need 
my preservatives. After all, 
I’ve been dead for 133 years, 
—the head of Joaquim 


"If the DOE needs to drill test 
holes inside Canyonlands Na- 
tional Park, I'll let them. ” 
James Watt 


Earth First! Geekball of the 
month Award 

John Ferrel, Utah Interna- 
tional who wants to mine the 
Alton coal fields alongside 
Bryce Canyon National Park 
says that “visitors would spend 
more time at Yovimpa Point 
and enjoy it more if they didn’t 
have all that uninterrupted 
scenery to look at. They need a 
little more action, and the coal 
mine is just the thing. I think it 
would add to the interest. And I 
personally don’t think it would 
detract from the attractiveness 
of that particular scenic point.” 

Mr. Ferrel has been awarded 
an honorary life time member- 
ship in Earth Last. His trophy 
with a bulldozer will be sent to 
him in the mail. 


Our Father who art in 
heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. 


Thy kingdom come, 


Thy will be done, 


On earth as it is in heaven. 


Give us this day our daily 
bread; 


And forgive us our debts. 


As we also have forgiven our 
debtors; 


And lead us not into tempta- 
tion, 


But deliver us from evil. 


For thine is the kingdom, the 
power and the glory, for 
ever. (Matthew 6:9-15). 


Father Sun, 


We stand in worship and 
awe of your mighty power 
and energy. 

When all humankind has 
learned to nourish 
themselves from your 
limitless energy, 

Then will we live as the 
Great Spirit intended. 

Unless, through the Great 
Spirit’s anger at our childish 
arrogance and failure to ac- 
cept our responsibilities, the 
earth is turned into a ball of 
nuclear fire. 

Warm and fertilize our 
Mother Earth so that she 
may be fecund and rich with 
the life we kill to feed our 
lives; 

We know we have wasted 
her resources and failed to 
meet our obligations as her 
caretakers; forgive us, 

As we must forgive our 
fathers and grandfathers 
who were also irresponsible; 

And keep us aware of the 
balance of nature so that we 
do not greedily take too 
much and deprive our 
children, 

Save us from the conse- 
quences of our many hostile 
and greedy acts. 

For only you, Father Sun, 
have the energy which will 
keep the Earth and all her 
children cycling through the 
wheel of life for countless 
generations. 


Foreman Shot Down in Flames 
In case you haven’t heard, 
the Sierra Club seems determin- 
ed to retain its stuffy moderate 
image. Earth First!er Dave 
Foreman came in ninth in a 
field of ten in this spring's race 
for 5 open slots on the Sierra 
Club National Board of Direc- 
tors. Foreman did receive 
22,000 votes and without 
hesitation encouraged those 
voting for him to subscribe to 
Earth First!. In one bright spot 
of the election, Dave Brower 
was elected to the Board of 
Directors. 
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WILDERNESS PRESERVE SYSTEM 


The central idea of Earth 
First! is that humans have no 
divine right to subdue the Earth, 
that we are merely one of sev- 
eral million forms of life on this 
planet. We reject even the notion 
of benevolent stewardship as 
that implies dominance. Instead 
we believe, as did Aldo Leopold, 
that we should be plain citizens 
of the land community. 

The practical application of 
this philosophy is that large 
sections of Earth should be 
declared off-limits to industrial 
human civilization, as preserves 
for the free-flow of natural 
processes. These are not the 
puny and truncated wild areas 
anthropocentrically protected 
in national parks and wilder- 
ness areas. It is not enough to 
preserve the roadless, undeve- 
loped country remaining. We 
must re-create wilderness in 
large regions: move out the 
cars and civilized people, dis- 
mantle the roads and dams, 
reclaim the plowed land and 
clearcuts, reintroduceextir- 
pated species. 

Significant areas of the Earth 
should be zoned for such pre- 
serves now: much of Australia, 
the North American Arctic, the 
Amazon, Tierra del Fuego/Pa- 
tagonia/ Southern Andes, New 
Guinea, Borneo, Greenland, 
Antarctica, Baja and the Sierra 
Madre in Mexico, the Galapa- 
gos Islands, the Falklands and 
South Georgia, the Sahara, the 
Congo Basin, Siberia, the Tien 
Shan/Gobi/Sinkiang region of 
Central Asia, as well as large 
realms of the oceans. While 
gasoline, asphalt, and concrete 
would be banned, indigenous 
peoples living a traditional 
pre-European-contact lifestyle 
could remain. 

Even in the over-developed 
countries, much can be done to 
restore ecological diversity and 
balance. A large percentage of 
the United States should be 
returned to its natural condi- 
tion. We should have large wil- 
derness preserves for all our 
biological communities. We 
foresee this being done with 
minimal economic loss or dis- 
ruption of communication and 
transportation. 

In the draft plan presented 
here for a Wilderness Preserve 
System in the Lower 48 United 
States, we have used the Bailey- 
Kuchler ecosystem map as well 
as our personal knowledge and 
information from others to iden- 
tify examples of all ecological 
communities that have the best 
potential for recovery to at least 
a quasi-wilderness condition. 
Although re-creation of mean- 
ingful wilderness will, in some 
areas, require the relocation of 
several thousand people or the 
removal of major installations, 
we have striven in this draft 
proposal to exclude significant 
population centers, agricultu- 
ral and industrial zones, impor- 
tant highways, railroads, and 
powerlines. Nonetheless, our 
first priority has been protec- 
tion of intact ecosystems. 

The general guidelines for 
these preserves include: 

* No permanent human habi- 
tation except, in some cases, 
indigenous peoples living 
traditional (pre-1500 AD) 
lifestyles 


* No use of mechanized equip- 
ment or vehicles 

* No roads 

* No logging, mining, water 
diversion, industrial activ- 
ity. agriculture, or grazing 
of domestic livestock 

* No use of artificial chemical 
substances 

* No control of wildfire (except 
during a transition period if 
needed to return to a natural 
fire regime) 

* Reintroduction of extirpated 
species 

* Removal of exotic species 
where possible 

* Dismantling, removal, or 
destruction of dams, roads, 
powerlines, buildings, struc- 
tures, toxic substances, etc. 
where feasible, or allowing 
them to deteriorate other- 
wise (over time) 

* No overflights by aircraft 

* Elimination of outside ad- 
verse influences such as acid 
rain 

* Priority given to preserva- 
tion of the ecosystem and 
native species over the safety 
and convenience of the human 
visitor 

* Limited corridors may be 
designated in some preserves 
for necessary pre-existing 
transportation, utility and 
communications systems 
The proposal presented here 

is our draft for a Wilderness 
Preserve System which will 
allow meaningful wildness to 
coexist with human civilization 
on the North American conti- 
nent. Of course it is ambitious, 
even visionary. But it is imprac- 
tical and outrageous only in the 
context of the bizarre utilitar- 
ian philosophy which separates 
one specie (Homo sapiens) from 
its place in the biosphere and 
from its relationship with the 
land community and life cycles 
of the entire planet. 

Some of the larger preserves 
have been divided into several 
units by corridors for major 
transportation routes. These 
corridors should be as narrow 
as possible, and highways, rail- 
roads, powerlines, pipelines, 
population centers, and visitor 
facilities should be tightly con- 
fined. We are seeking sugges- 
tions for refinements and addi- 
tional preserves as well as com- 
mitments to work on finalizing 
certain preserve proposals. We 
eventually hope to produce a 
book giving detailed informa- 
tion and maps on all of these 
preserves. Help is also needed 
to extend the system to Hawaii 
and Alaska. Ideas on the non- 
management and rehabilita- 
tion of these preserves are wel- 
comed. 

Note: Acreages are approxi- 
mate and include ocean for 
coastal areas. The total acreage 
involved in the Wilderness Pre- 
serve System is about 716 mil- 
lion acres. Units east of the 
Rockies are very rough drafts. 
Help is particularly needed to 
refine them. 

1. North Cascades— WA. 6 
million acres. From the Cana- 
dian border to 1-90, this high 
country paradise includes 
Glacier Peak, Mt. Baker, North 
Cascades Park, Pasaytan 
Wilderness, Lake Chelan, and 
the Alpine Lakes. Diablo Dam 
and Ross Dam will be 


dismantled. 

2.01ympic Penninsula-WA. 

4.5 million acres. US 12 is the 
southern boundary. The Port 
Angeles/Bremerton area is ex- 
cluded. The glacial landscape 
of the Olympic Mts, possibly 
the lushest temperate rain- 
forest in the world, and the rug- 
ged Washington Coast are in- 
cluded. 

3. Oregon Cascades— OR. 4.5 
million acres. From US 20 
south to Upper Klamath Lake, 
this preserve reaches down 
from Crater Lake and the 
Three Sisters to take in lower 
elevation forest recovery areas 
on both sides of the Cascades. 

4. North Coast — CA & OR. 
15 million acres. The most di- 
verse coniferous forest on Earth 
is protected here and given a 
chance to regenerate. The area 
runs from nearly Coos Bay in 
Oregon to Clear Lake in Califor- 
nia. Crescent City and the Eur- 
eka/ Areata area will be acces- 
sible only by boat, airplane, or 
foot. Rogue River, Kalmiopsis, 
Siskiyous. Redwoods. Trinity 
Alps. King Range, Sinkyone, 
Yolla Bolly, Marble Mountain, 
Kelp forests, big rivers, big 
trees, big fish and Bigfoot. 

5. California — CA. 3.5 mil- 
lion acres (2.5 million and 1 mil- 
lion) divided by Hwy 70. Oro- 
ville Reservoir will be drained. 
The north unit runs from the 
Sacramento River through the 
Ishi foothills to Lassen Peak. 
The South unit is Feather River 
country. The joining of the Sier- 
ra and Cascades, the foothills 
and the river valley. New home 
of the grizzly, wolf, valley oak 
and elk. Old California reborn. 

6. Hells Canyon— OR, ID, 
WA. 4.5 million acres. Hells 
Canyon and the Eagle Cap Wil- 
derness. Brownlee, Oxbow, and 
Hells Canyon damns have gotta 
go. Free the Snake River! 

7. Idaho — ID, MT. 18 million 
acres in one unit with the Saw- 
tooths. River of No Return, Sel- 
way/Bitterroot, and Clearwater 
reunited in one great wilder- 
ness. A second unit of 3.5 million 
acres includes the Lemhi, Lost 
River, Pioneers and White Cloud 
ranges with their intervening 
valleys. 

8. Northern Rockies — MT. 

6.5 million acres. Glacier Park, 
Great Bear, Bob Marshall, Lin- 
coln/Scapegoat, Mission Moun- 
tains as one unbroken preserve 
for the big bear. 

9. Yellowstone— WY, MT, 
ID. 25 million acres in 5 units in 
order to allow road access to 
Old Faithful, Yellowstone Lake 
and Canyon, and Jackson Hole. 
The Gros Ventre. Wind Rivers, 
and Red Desert are combined 
in a 11.5 million acre unit of 
great diversity. Tetons, Pali- 
sades, and Grayback are in a 

3.5 million acre unit. The Madi- 
son and Gallatin ranges in MT/ 
WY comprise 2 million acres. 
Seven million acres are includ- 
ed in the Beartooth/Absaroka 
unit. One million acres of the 
Bighorn Basin are also pre- 
served. 

10. Great Rift— ID. 2 mil- 
lion acres This vast recent lava 
flow area includes Craters of 
the Moon. 

11. Wild Missouri — MT. 7.5 
million acres. The Wild Mis- 
souri and its Breaks. Fort Peck 
Reservoir will be drained. 


12. Great Basin — NV. OR, 
UT. ID, CA. 66 million acres in 
five units. The first unit is the 
High Desert of NV, OR. & ID 
including Pyramid Lake, Black 
Rock Desert. Sheldon Antelope 
Range, Steens Mtn., Alvord 
Desert, and the Owyhee coun- 
try. 30 million acres. The sec- 
ond unit is between 1-80 and US 
50 in NV and holds the Rubys 
and Clan Alpine ranges for 11 
million acres. The third unit, 
also in NV, of 9 million acres is 
bordered by US 50, 6, and 95 
and includes Arc Dome and the 
Monitor Range. Unit four is in 
NV between US 6 and 93. It has 

7.5 million acres: Sheep Range, 
Quinn & Grant ranges. The last 
unit of 8.5 million acres is in 
NV and UT with Wheeler Peak, 
Mt. Moriah, the Deep Creeks, 
Sevier Lake, and the southern 
part of the Salt Lake Desert. 

13. Great Plains — SD. ND, 
NB, MT, WY. 58 million acres. 
Two units of 37 million acres to 
the north and 21 million acres 
to the south divided by 1-90. 
Reintroduce the buffalo, griz- 
zly, wolf, and elk. Free the 
Lakota nation. The Shortgrass 
Prairie and Black Hills can live 
again. 

14. High Sierra— CA. 8.5 
million acres. John Muir’s coun- 
try from the Domeland Wilder- 
ness nearly to Lake Tahoe and 
reaching down into the foot- 
hills. If you want to see Yose- 
mite Valley, walk 20 miles. 
Hetch Hetchy will be freed of 
O’Shaunessy Damn. 

15. Big Sur— CA. 2 million 
acres. The stunning California 
Coast without Highway 1. 

16. Channel Islands— CA. 

1.5 million acres. The water 
around them, too. Access by 
sailboat. 

17. Condor— CA. 3 million 
acres of habitat for the big 
birds north of Santa Barbara in 
the San Rafael/Sespe-Frazier 
country. 

18. California Desert— CA, 
NV & AZ. 27.5 million acres in 
five units divided by 1-15, 1-40, 
and 1-10. Mono Lake, White 
Mountains, and Death Valley 
comprise 15.5 million acres in 
CA & NV. 3.5 million acres in 
CA & NV are in the unit cen- 
tered on the Kelso Dunes. The 
Joshua Tree, Turtle Mtns., 
Whipple Mtns., and Colorado 
River south of Parker cover 6 
million acres in CA & AZ. The 
Chuckawalla Mtns. and Colo- 
rado River south of Blythe com- 
prise the fifth unitof2.5million 
acres. Some additional corri- 
dors or rerouting of transporta- 
tion and utility features may be 
necessary. 

19. Arizona Desert — AZ. 9 
million acres in three units of 3 
million acres each: Cabeza Pri- 
eta/Organ Pipe: Kofa; Buckskin/ 
Arrastra/'Hualapi ranges. Son- 
oran and Mohave deserts meet. 
Leave it for the Gila monsters 
and Abbey. 

20. Canyonlands— UT, AZ, 
CO, WY, NV. 36 million acres 
in five units. Draining Lake 
Mead gives us the Grand Can- 
yon and Arizona Strip in AZ, 
NV, & UT of 8.5 million acres. 
Draining Lake Foul recreates 
Bob Marshall’s largest roadless 
area and returns Glen Canyon 
to Everett Reuss’ ghost. One 
way road access from the ghost 

Page 9 E/ 


town of Page will be allowed so 
folks can view the remnants of 
Glen Canyon Damn as a monu- 
ment to man’s stupidity. 13 
million acres. Arches, West- 
water. and the La Sals make up 

2.5 million acres in UT & CO. 

5.5 million acres of wildness 
stretches from Desolation Can- 
yon to the Book Cliffs in UT & 
CO. Sorry, boys, no oil shale 
development. Flaming Gorge 
Reservoir will be drained for a 

6.5 million acre Uintah/Dino- 
saur/Abode Town unit in WY, 
CO & UT. 

21. Sierra Madre — AZ, NM, 
5 million acres in two units. 2.5 
million are wholly in AZ and 
include the Galiuros, Pinale- 
nos, Catalinas, Aravaipa and 
important .mesquite-grassland 
valleys. The eastern 2.5 million 
acres is in NM & AZ with the 
Chiricahuas, Peloncillos, Ani- 
mas, and Big Hatchets. Home 
of Trogon and coatimundi. 

22. Mogollon Highlands— 
NM, AZ. 13 million acres. This 
is where the Rockies and Sierra 
Madre meet with the desert 
and the plains. Gila, Blue Range. 
Aldo Leopold. Mt. Baldy Wi ! 
dernesses, San Francisco Can- 
yon, Plains of San Augustin. 
Zuni Salt Lake. A special var- 
iance can allow the VLA to 
remain in the north part. Victo- 
rio wins in the end. 

23. Southern Rockies — CO, 
NM. 8.5 million acres in 2 units: 
4 million in the San Juan/Wem- 
inuche/La Garita/Big Blue/ 
Cruces Basin of CO & NM: 4.5 
million in the Sangre de Cristos 
of NM & CO. 

24. Guadalupe Escarpment 
— NM, TX. 2.5 million acres. 
Carlsbad Caverns & Guadalupe 
Mtns. national parks. Carlsbad 
Caverns itself will have vehicle 
access but many other caves will 
be in the preserve. 

25. Big Bend— TX. 6 million 
acres. The Chihuahua Desert of 
Big Bend National Park and the 
Rio Grande River. Presidio will 
be accessible by vehicle or train 
only through Mexico. 


continued with map 
on next pages 
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26. Hill Country— TX. 2 mil- 
lion acres. An important transi- 
tion between the East and the 
Desert. Bounded by Uvalde. Del 
Rio, and Junction. 

27. Texas Coast — TX. 2 mil- 
lion acres. Padre Island, Laguna 
Madre. and Laguna Atascosa 
Wildlife Refuge. Ocelots, alliga- 
tors and Green Jays. 

28. Big Thicket — TX. 1 mil- 
lion acres. The biological cross- 
roads of America. Long live the 
Ivorybill Woodpecker! 

29. Tall Grass Prairie— KS. 
5.75 million acres in two units. 
4.5 million between Emporia, 
Independence, Arkansas City, 
and El Dorado. 1.25 million 
between Emporia and Junction 
City. Let the long grass lick the 
bellies of the buffaloes and let 
the howls of the plains wolf 
awaken the ghosts of the Com- 
anche. 


30. Ozark— MO, AR. 4.5 mil- 
lion acres in two units. Ozark 
Water-Ways in MO is 3 million 
between Rolla, Potosoi, Poplar 
Bluff, and Willow Springs. The 
Ozark Mountains of 1.5 million 
are in ARand bordered by 1-40, 
US 71 & 65, and AR68. 23, & 
16. 

31. Atchafalaya— LA. 6 mil- 
lion acres in two units. One of 
the world's great swamps. 5 
million south of Lake Charles, , 
New Iberia, and Houma. The 
other million between Morgan 
City and Plaquemine. A special 
corridor might be necessary for 
the Intracoastal Waterway. 


32. Gulf Islands— MS & LA. 
1.25 million acres in two units: 
.75 million in LA around Bre- 
ton Wildlife Refuge and .5 mil- 
lion in MS around Gulf Islands 
Seashore. The surrounding wa- 
ters are also included. 

33. Alabama River— AL. 
1.5 million acres. Southern 
bottomlands between 1-65 and 
Alabama 10. 

34. Apalachee— FL. 1 mil- 
lion acres. The Apalachicola 
National Forest and St. Mark's 
Wildlife Refuge. 
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37. Biscayne Bay— FL. .5 
million acres. It’s time to really 
protect our underwater/eoral 
reef National Park. 

38. Georgia Coast — GA. 1.25 
million acres in two units north 
(.75 million) and south (.5 mil- 
lion) of Brunswick. 

39. Santee— SC. 1.25 mil- 
lion acres. Cape Romain NWR, 
Francis Marion NF, Santee 
NWR. 

40. Southern Appalachi- 

ans-NC. TN. GA. VA, SC. 5 
million acres in two units di- 
vided bv 1-40. The south unit of 
3 million in NC. GA. TN & SC 
includes the Great Smoky Mtns., 
and parts of the Nantahala. 
Chattahooche, and Cherokee 
N Fs. The north unit of 2 million 
, inTN. NC.VA runs from Wythe- 
f \ ville, VA to 1-40. 

\ 't 41. Outer Banks — NC. 1.25 
) / million acres. Cape Hatteras 
/ / and Cape Lookout national sea- 
f shores south of Nags Head. 

42. Monogahela — W V, VA. 

2 million acres. The high pla- 
teau between US 50 and 1-64. 

43. Delmarva— MD. VA. 
1.4 million acres. The Eastern 
Shore south of Pocomoke City 
and Ocean City. 

44. Eastern Deciduous For- 
est — IN. OH. KY. 1.65 million 
acres in three units: 2 in and 
around the Hoosier National 
Forest, 1 million acres and 
330,000 aces: and 310,000 acres 
on the Ohio River in OH & KY. 
It’s time to let the big broad- 
leafed trees have a place where 
they can live unmolested. 

45. Adirondack — NY. 5 mil- 
lion acres. Let’s reclaim most of 
this “forever wild” state park of 
northern forest, rivers, peaks, 
and lakes. Some corridors may- 
be necessary. 

46. Maine Woods— ME. 6.5 
million acres. Thoreau’s coun- 
try. North of Maine 16 and be- 
tween US 201 and 1-95. Wild 
rivers, loons, moose, and Ktaadn. 

47. North Woods-MN, MI. 
14 million acres in 3 units. The 
eastern unit is 6 million and 
includes the BWCA, Isle Royale. 
and part of Lake Superior. The 
central unit is between US 71, 
53. & 2 and takes in 3 million. 
There are 5 million acres in the 
western unit from US 2 to Lake 
of the Woods. Dedicated to the 
blaekfly. wolf, mosquito, canoe, 
and Sigurd Olson. 

48. White Mountains— NH. 
To be developed. 

49. Sand County— WI. To be 
developed. 

50. Illinois Prairie— IL. To 
be developed. 
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5. Okeefenokee — GA. 1* L. 
i million acres. The Swamp 
n 1-10 to Waycross, GA. 

6. Everglades — FL. 8.75 
lion acres. It’s time to re- 
im the unique Everglades 
returning its natural water 
w to it. In addition to the 
rk the unit would include 
>rida Bay. Big Cypress. Lake 
eechobee. and the Kissim- 
■e River. Alligator Alley, 
miami Trail, and US27 would 
closed. 
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EARTH FIRST! LOCAL GROUPS AM) CONTACTS 
If you want to become involved with other EARTH F IRSTIERS in 
your area, contact one of the folks listed below. If you d like to star t a 
local group of KF! or be a local contact, contact EF: in Ely. PO Box 
23 5. Klv NV 89:501. 


AUSTRALIA 
John Seed, Rainforest 
Information Center 
POB 368, Lismore, 

New South Wales 
2480 Australia 
A I . ASK A 

Fairbanks — Tom Pogson 

sr 2oor»t> 

Fairbanks. AK 99701 

Juneau — R. Famuli 
POB 1750 
Juneau. AK 99802 
Kenny Lake — Judi Thurmond 
Star Rt, Box 334 
Kenny Lake, AK 99573 

ARIZONA 
Paul Hirt 

Box 40154 
Tucson. AZ 85717 
(602) 882-0830 

ARKANSAS 

Little Rock - T.A. Aldaron 

1827 N. Jackson 
Li"fo Rock. AR 72203 

CALIFORNIA 
Areata— Bill Oevall 
POB 21 

Areata. CA 95521 
(707) 822-8136 

Berkeley— Ed Heske 
SI Del Mar 

Berkeley, CA 94708 
(415) 549-1424 
Chico— Mitch Wyss 
POB 1373 
Chico. GA 95927 
(916) 342-3078 

Davis— Grog Marskell 
POB 853 
Davis. CA 95616 
(916) 756-6481 

Fresno— Michael Bordenave 
Sierra Assoc, for the Environ- 
ment (SAFE) 

3771 Circle I)r 
W. Fresno. CA 93 7 04 
(209) 229-0272 

Marin County— Tim Jeffries 
22 Claus Circle 
Fairfax. CA 94930 
(415) 450-7433 

Placerville— Jake Blue & 

Becky Windmiller 

Box C, Lotus, CA 95651 
(916) 626-9970 

Sacramento - Dennis McEwan 
3424 Von Bauer Way 
Sacramento. CA 95821 
(916) 487-1376 

Santa Barbara— Matt Buck- 
master. 6764 Sueno Apt. 15 
Golem. CA 93117 
(805) 9(58-8812 

Santa Barbara— Lawrence 
Worehester 
935 ('amino del Sur 
Isla Vista. CA 93117 
(805) 968-4478 

Santa Cruz — Jean Brockle- 
hank. 4 18 Olive St. 

Santa Cruz. CA 95060 
(408) 426-9266 
San Diego— Linda Svendsen 
PO Box 2236. Leucadia. CA 92034 
(619) 436-3927 
San Fransci.sco— Phillip 
Friedman 
2300 Ortega St. 

San Francisco CA 94122 
(415) 665-0794 

San Luis Obispo— Jean C. 

Gordon 
1214 B Mill St 
San Luis Obispo. CA 93401 
Sonoma County— Ken D’ Antonio 
10101 Hwy 116 
Forestville, CA 95436 
(415) 681-5128/557-8659 
(messages) 

COLORADO 
Bouldei — Richard Ling 
1020 13th #K 
Boulder. CO 80302 
Durango— Steve Rau worth 
8593 Hwy 172 
Ignacio. CO 81 137 
(303) 884-9864 
Ft. Collins - Chris Johnson 
1850 Laporte #B9 
Ft. Collins. CO 80521 
(303) 482-2382 


Glenwood Springs — John 
Flippone 
POB 1091 

Glenwood Springs. CO 81601 
(303) 945-2075 
Steamboat — Scotty Sidner 
Bear Pole Ranch 
Steamboat Springs. CO 80477 

Telluride — Art Good times 
POB 1008 

Telluride. CO 81435 
(303) 728-9938 
CONNECTICUT 
VVillimantic — R. Neil Harvey 
235 S. Park St. 

VVillimantic. CT 06226 
(203) 423-2926 
FLORIDA 
Ronnie Hawkins 
c o 10830 SVV 85th Ct. 
Gainesville. F L 
(904) 495-9203 
GEORGIA 
Julia Heinz 
378 Oakland Ave SE 
Atlanta. GA 30312 
(404) 525-2271 

HAWAII 
Will Small 

Box 413 

Mountain View, HI 96771 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago — Chris Sherhak 
1651 YV Cortland St. 

Chicago. I L 60622 
(312) 227-7877 235-2839 
Prairie Grove Group EF! 

Don Johnson 
Woodside Farm 
1841 S River Rd 
Des Plaines. IL (50018 
(312)296-7960 or 
Tim Byers 
(312) 463-8015 
KANSAS 

Manhatten— Neil Sc hanker- 
1221 Thurston. 

Manhatten. KS (5(5502 
(913) 532-58(56 
Oskaloosa — Daniel Dancer- 
Sleeping Beauty Ranch 
Oskaloosa. KS (5(50(5(5 

MAINE 

Brunswick— Gary Lawless 
POB 186 

Brunswick. ME 0401) 

(207) 729-5083 

Harrington — Charles Ewing 
RD I 

Harrington. ME 04(54 3 
MARYLAND 
Leonard J. Kerpelman 
2403 W Rogers 
Baltimore. MI) 21209 
(30 1 ) 367-8855 
MONTANA 

Billings— Randall Gloege 

343 North Rim road 
Billings. MT 59102 
(406) 25(5-09(55 

Missoula — Tony Moore 
316 E Spruce °2 
Missoula. MT 59801 
(41)6) 728-5493 

NEVADA 

Jomayne R. Stevens 

65 Vine St 

Reno. NV 89503 

NEW JERSEY 

Boh Lurid 

24(5 Fawn Ridge 

Mountainside. N.J 07092 

(201) 233-7656(N) 624-7446 (I)) 

Stacey Washko 
RI) #4 Box 350 
North Brunswick. NJ 08902 
(201) 821-9647/821-8644 

Mike Lidestri 
96 Merritt Ave. 

Bergenfield. NJ 07621 
(201) 385-2047 

NEW MEXICO 
Albuquerque - Karen Brown 
500 Princeton SE Apt 3 
Albuquerque. NM 87106 
(505) 277-5716 W 
Santa Fe — Rue Christie 
PO Box 5910 
Santa Fe. NM 87501 
(505) 988 4284 


NEW YORK 
Troy— Ralph Meima 
251 Liberty St 
Troy. NY 12180 
(518) 272-219(5 
Tully — Milton Bieber 
Stevens Rd RD £ 1 
Tully. NY 13129 
(3 1 5) (59(5-80 72 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Andrews — Hank & Mary 
Fonda 

Rt. 1 Box 640 B 
Andrews. NC 28901 
(701) 321-408(5 


Star— Ron & Sue Correll 
Star Farm Rt. 1 Box 78 A-l 
>’lar. NC 2735(5 

OHIO 

Columbus - Reed Noss 
140 N. West St 
Westerville, OH 43081 
(614) 891-4814 

Yellow Springs— Rik Thuesen 

Antioch College. Yellow Springs. 

OH 45387 

(513) 7(57-7331 

OKLAHOMA 

Forrest Johnson 

1402 Rebecca Lane 

Norman, OK 73069 

(404) 364-3555 

OREGON 

Corvallis — Lynn Cochrane 
744 N\V 27 th 
Corvallis. OR 97330 
(503) 753-6486 
Eugene--Marcy Willow 
2551 Emerald St 
Eugene, OR 97403 
(503) 342-7040 

Grants Pass - Steve Marsden 

(516(5 Monument Dr. 

Grants Pass. OR 9752(5 
(503) 474-0259 


Portland— Melinda Lee 

PO Box 594 Sherwood. OR 97140 
(503) 628-2814 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Philadelphia— Lisa Jo Freeh 
233 Plymouth Rd 
Gwynedd Valley. PA 19437 
TENNESSEE 
Charlotte & Carl Leathers 
107 S. Bellevue Dr. 

Nashville, TN 37205 
(615) 352-8716 
TEXAS 

Rio Grande Guides' Assoc. 
Box 57 

Torlingua. TX 70852 
UTAH 


Escalante — Robert Weed 
Calf Creek. Box 60 
Escalante. UT 84726 
Logan— George Niekas 
422 N 400 E 
Logan. UT 84321 
Moab— Bob Phillips 
POB 381 
Moab. UT 84532 
(801) 259-835:5 


Park City - Judi Bell-Marcy 
POB 2159 Park City. UT 84060 
(801) 649-2777 


rrovo— Ken Winteh 
1101 Elm Ave 
Provo. LJT 84601 

Salt Lake City— Spurs Jackson 
POB 26221 

Salt Lake Citv. UT 84126 

(801) 355-2154 

VERMONT 

Springfield— Linda Hav 
POB 781 

Springfield. VT 05156 

(802) 263-5427/885-9459 

VIRGINIA 
Alan Kinchloe 

Rt. 1 Box 54 A 
Millboro. VA 24460 

WASHINGTON, DC 
Terry Harris 
14116 Castle Blvd #104 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 
(301) 890-7667 


WEST VIRGINIA 
J.R. Spruce 
Box 222- A 
RR 1 

Ridgeley. VVV 26753 
(304) 738-2212 

WISCONSIN 
Meri Kuehn 

703 Union St s 2. Hartford. WI 
53027 (414) 673-6372 

Madison - Bob Kaspar 

305 N. Sixth St. 

Madison, WI 53704 

WYOMING 

Jackson - Chris Englund 
Box 2166 Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733- 4793 

(XOTE TO COXTACTS: Flame 

clu ck to moke sit rc pon r told rcss is < 

correct. Sc ini n* pour photic 
number if tec don't ho re it.) 


Note to Local EF! Contacts | 

Send us reports of your activ-l 
ities, issues, updates, andl 
announcements of EFH 
meetings in your area. This is) 
your space in EF! Use it! 




EF! State Wilderness 
Coordinators 

The following people are coor- 
dinating EF! wilderness studies 
and comments to agencies in 
their respective states. As was 
mentioned in the last issue of EF! 
it was decided at the RRR that 
Earth First! should become more 
involved in the BLM wilderness 
review and RARE II wilderness 
bills. The EF! paper will main- 
tain a file of all EF! comments so 
please send copies of your com- 
ments to us. If you’d like to coor- 
dinate BLM or Forest Service 
wilderness in your state for EF!, 
please let us know so we can list 
you. EFlers who would like to 
help on this project should 
contact their state coordinator. 
ARIZONA 
Paul Hirt 
Box 40154 
Tucson. AZ 8571 7 
(602) 882-0830 
MONTANA 
Howie Wolke 
Box 2348 

Jackson. WY 83001 
(307) 7 33-5343 

NEVADA 
Dave Foreman 
POB 235 
Klv. NV 89301 
(702) 289-8636 
NEW MEXICO 
Karen Brown 
500 Princeton SE Apt 3 
Albuquerque. NM 87106 
(505) 277-5716 W 
OREGON 
Ric Bailey 
c/o Marsden 
6166 Monument Drive 
Grants Pass, OR 97526 
(503) 592-4269 

WYOMING 
Howie Wolke 
UTAH 
Bari Kohler 

POB 235 
Ely. NV 89301 
(702) 289-8636 

IDAHO 
Howie Wolke 
VERMONT 
Linda Hay 
POB 781 

Springfield. VT 05156 
(802) 263-5427/885-9459 


Sleep Cheap! 

Want to meet other ttarth 
Firstlers as you travel the 
country? Want to avoid the 
expense of motels or the excite- 
ment of sleeping under picnic 
tables at roadside rest stops? The 
SLEEP CHEAP is for you. 
SLEEP CHEAP is a listing of 
EFlers willing to provide floor 
space for other EFlers travelling 
through. Travellers should be 
considerate and give their hosts 
plenty of warning by calling or 
writing ahead, ff you’d like to be 
listed as a SLEEP CHEAP host, 
contact Eileen Key in Portland 
(address below) or the EF! 
address in Ely. 

Clod Funnstonn, POB 767 
ANCHORAGE, AK 
99510 (write first) 


Eagle Rock (Dave) (505) 243-2096 
ALBUQUERQUE, NM (call 
for address) 


Richard 'Warnick POB 374 
MONTICELLO, UT 84535 


Lawrence Worehester (805) 
968-4478 and Steve Schuman 
968-6123 935 Camino del Sur 
Isla Vista, California 93117 

SANTA BARBARA AREA 


Chris Sherbak (312) 227-7877/ 
235-2839 1654 W Cortland St. 
CHICAGO. IL 60622 


Eileen Key (503) 236-7308 
4815 NE Flanders 
PORTLAND, OR 97213 

Thoron Lane (602) 744-1001 
Box 87. Cortaro, Arizona 85230 
TUCSON AREA. (No pets or 
children, please) 


Paul Hirt (602) 882-0830 
Box 40154 TUCSON, AZ 


s Johnson (303)482-2382 
i Lapart Ave #JB9 
IT COLLINS, CO 


Charles Ewing (207) 483-9763 

RD 1 HARRINGTON, ME 

04643 


Julie Heinz (404) 525-2271 
378 Oakland Ave SE 
ATLANTA, GA 
30312 


Craig & Chris Kalka 
(715)595-6289 Box 224 
Holcombe, WI 54745 NOR- 
THWEST WISCONSIN 
(Please write or call first.)” 


Nancy Martin Star Rt Box 34 
Dulzura, CA 92017 SAN DIEGO AREA 



Earth First! Road Show News 
The Earth First! Road Show 
with Johnny Sagebrush and 
Dave Foreman made another 
swing along the Pacific Coast in 
April and May to encourage 
support for the Bald Mountain 
Road Blockade and possible 
direct action against the NO 
G-0 Road in California’s 
Siskiyous. The Road Show hit 
the Endangered Species Fair in 
Chico on April 16, Earth Day at 
Sacramento State University 
on April 20, Areata on April 22, 
the Garberville area on April 
23, the Whole Earth Festival at 


Davis April 29-May 1, and with 
Cecelia Ostrow and Dave & 
Windsong replacing Johnny 
Sagebrush, Eugene on May 6. 
Plans are still being made for a 
tour east of the Rockies this fall 
and EFlers in the Midwest and 
East who would like to arrange 
appearances should contact 
EF! in Ely soon. Howie Wolke 
is planning a Road Show tour of 
Wyoming, Montana, and Idaho 
this fall to organize action on 
Earth First! wilderness pro- 
posals in the Northern Rockies. 
Contact Howie at: Box 2348, 
Jackson, WY 83001 (307) 
733-5343. 


BIG MAC ATTACK 
IN THE AMAZON? 

Available evidence now in- 
dicates that much tropical 
deforestation in Central and 
South America is by US fast- 
food chains converting the rain- 
forest into beef pasture for the 
production of bad hamburgers 
in Burbank and Peoria. Is this 
true? Is Ronald McDonald 
clearcutting the Amazon to 
make Big Macs? Earth First! 
tropical biologists are resear- 
ching this claim now. We hope 
to soon present a definitive arti- 
cle outlining the American 
burger corporations involved. 


the amount of rain forest level- 
ed by them, and the 
significance of the fast food 
role in the overall destruction of 
tropical rainforests. 

If you have any information 
on this or possible leads on 
where to find such information, 
please write us at POB 235, Ely, 
NV 89301 and we will pass it 
along to our researchers. If it is 
found that the plastic burger 
joints are significantly respon- 
sible for tropical deforestation, 
we will take direct action. 


GATHER WITH EARTH FIRST! 

AND FRIENDS IN THE MOON OF RIPE BLUEBERRIES 

near 

SHINING ROCK WILDERNESS 
in the western North Carolina mountains 
from the 20th to the 23rd of August 


We hope most EF! members in the region, and many from across the 
country, will come and bring their friends. The 20th and 21st are 
Saturday and Sunday, and those whose work and affairs permit will 
want to stay until the 23rd, which is the full moon. 

The campsite is a large meadow, beside a big creek; it is an area 
proposed for addition to the Shining Rock Wilderness, but passed over 
in the RARE II rip-off, and now subject to exploitation. There are NO 
“facilities,” so bring whatever you need. It is reached by a mile-long 
footpath from a F orest Service parking lot, which is on a gravel road off 
the Blue Ridge Parkway, about 35 miles from Asheville, NC. A map and 
detailed instructions will be published in a subsequent issue. 

We are waiting to hear suggestions and ideas from all of YOU before 
we make more detailed plans, but as a starting point for discussions, 
here are some of our ideas; 


People will be arriving on Saturday, and will need time to settle in, so 
we don't plan anything before a late afternoon common meal: Bring 
your own food and maybe a little to share. There will be a council fire 
Saturday (and probably every) night: singing will likely burst forth: an 
informal rap may develop. 

On Sunday we felt a spiritual gathering would be appropriate, after 
people have time to eat breakfast privately and attend to their morning 
affairs. Perhaps a “sharing of wise counsel” for the afternoon, with each 
person speaking as inclined and inspired. Then too, there will be a lot of 
informal networking, splashing in the creek, berrypicking, walking 
and 

EF! members in NCare preparing maps and information concerning 
the endangered natural treasures in our state. We hope people from 
other states and regions will do something similar. Let us know what 
you'd like to share: perhaps to make some presentation on a topic of 
interest to EF! 

By Monday the 22nd those who stay may want to get down to serious 
planning sessions on strategy and tactics for preserving this land and its 
life. On the 23rd the moon will be full, and it seems that some celebration 
of union with the Eartbmother would be a very positive way to complete 
the gathering, perhaps at moonrise. 

As you can see, we have not yet “planned” Y/OUR gathering, so tell us 
what you think and want, then be there to make it happen. Let us hear 
from those of you who plan to attend: 

Hank Fonda 
Rt. 1 Box 640 B 
Andrews. NC 28901 
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Letters, n„,t;>n«<i 

Folks, 

What does it take to whack 
the shit out of shit-heads like 
James Watt, Jesse Helms, and 
Jerry Falwell? Forget the 
Sierra Club and the Friends of 
the Earth. John Muir and 
Henry Thoreau would spin in 
their graves if they knew about 
the new generation of en- 
vironmental bureaucrats who 
pander to big business and big 
government. As Thoreau and 
Muir might say: “If you’re gon- 
na be a revolutionary, you gotta 
act like a revolutionary!” 

Earth First! is one group that 
has the potential for rekindling 
the fires in the environmental 
movement. There are two other 
groups also worth mentioning. 

The Naturists function as a 
kind of “skinny-dippers rights” 
organization. Theycampaign 
for the legalization of clothes- 
optional recreation in tax- 
supported parks. (Hey, even the 
Catholic French, the Orthodox 
Greeks, and the Communist 
Bulgarians manage to tolerate 
full nudity on their public 
beaches. Is America a nation of 
prudes or what?) 

The Naturists have had to 
battle with Federal and state 
parks bureaucrats who can’t 
bear the thought of a naked ass 
in a wilderness pond or stream. 
The big environmental groups, 
also, have had some nasty 
things to say about skinny- 
dippers. The Audubon Society 
in Rhode Island - in alliance with 
the US Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice - has been trying to chase 
the skinny-dippers off one 
secluded beach on Nar- 
ragansett Bay. Some of the Ap- 
palachian Mountain Club 
leaders in New York State have 
tried to enforce a “no skinny - 
dipping” rule among AMC 
members. 

Skinny-dipping is as 
American as Huck Finn and 
Pocahontas. I don’t want 
James Watt to threaten me 
with jail or a fine if I lose my 
pants in the woods. Being nak- 
ed and at ease in the wilderness 
is my way of saying: “I’m free. 
I feel good. Don’t put me in a 
cage.” For information on the 
Naturists: The Naturists, PO 
Box 132, Oshkosh, WI 54902. 

Circle is another group worth 
mentioning. Circle functions as 
a non-profit “information ex- 
change” for pagan-minded peo- 
ple. It’s not a cult or a mis- 
sionary society. Instead, Circle 
provides information on a wide 
variety of Neo-Pagan, spiritual 
feminist, shamanistic, Druidic, 
and other groups, that are in- 
volved with “the magical ways 
of Nature.” If you’ve had it 
with patriarchal monotheism - 
or if you’re bored with secular 
humanism - why not get in 
touch with Circle? Information: 
Circle, PO Box 9013, Madison, 
WI 53715. 

A bit of flesh. A bit of pagan 
spirit. A lot of Earth First! fire 
and drive. Maybe we can reac- 
tivate the environmental move- 
ment and dump the Watt- 
Helms-Falwell crowd from its 
present postion of authority. 
The Ecotopian revolution that 
could result could make the 
first Earth Day look like a Sun- 
day school picnic. 

Long live Wildness! 

—Henry A. Anasazi 

Burlington, Vermont 


Dear EF! 

I just read about you guys in 
Outside Magazine and I must 
admit you sound like a rather 
interesting bunch. I feel it’s fair 
of me to ask, though, just what 
have you done lately? 

I’m in complete agreement 
with your stated goals and 
methods, but I wonder just 
what you have in mind with 
stunts like the “crack” in Glen 
Canyon Dam. That type of 
thing only gets you a few 
snickers and the opportunity 
for self-congratulatory pats on 
the ass. 

“Guerilla theatre” is fine as 
long as you don’t get so wrap- 
ped up in the theatre part that 
you forget about being 
guerillas. Anyhow, I sure would 
like you guys to prove me 
wrong. Tell me more about 
yourselves. Send me your 
newsletter! Maybe I’ll learn 
something! Maybe I’ll join you! 

San Francisco 

Hope you learned something 
from this issue, buster. 


I spent five days this winter 
skiing and camping in the 
subzero cold of Idaho’s spec- 
tacular White Cloud Peaks 
area. The beginning and the end 
of my trip were spent ascending 
and descending the rolling 
snow and sagebrush covered 
hills along lower Little Boulder 
Creek. The relatively light 
snowpack made skiing through 
the giant sagebrush a miserable 
experience. But it also assures 
the winter survival for many 
wild animals, including deer, 
elk, and bighorn sheep. 

Most of our western moun- 
tain ranges are flanked by a 
relatively limited area of 
grassland or sagebrush steppe. 
The ecological significance of 
this “foothills zone” is 
disproportionately high when 
compared to its actual acreage. 
Unfortunately, these lower 
reaches of our mountain range 
ecosystems are, by nature, ter- 
ribly vulnerable to develop- 
ment. In many cases they are 



Dear Earth First! 

I had delayed sending this to 
you while trying to figure out 
how to express my annoyance 
with one of the items in the 
December 21 issue, in particular 
the quotation entitled, “Gandhi 
on Violence.” Here is the begin- 
ning: 

“The people of a village near 
Bettiah told me that they had 
run away whilst the police were 
looting their houses and 
molesting their womenfolk...” 

Do you see what's wrong 
with this? Gandhi thought that 
the people of the village were 
the same as the men of the 
village. 

I had hoped that any newslet- 
ter making a big deal out of 
goddess worship would at least 
have added an editorial note to 
the effect that Gandhi obvious- 
ly had some flaws, too. Big 
ones. 

Heads up, folks! Sexism come 
from all directions. 

—Judy Kunofsky 
Berkeley 

Ed note: Good point. Thanks 
for writing. 


Dear Earth First! 

O.K. I’ve read two copies of 
Earth First! and here is my 
money for a subscription plus a 
couple of T-shirts. 

About your journal. I think 
that the Radical Environmental 
Journal is a misleading sub-title 
for Earth First! I would con- 
sider it more of an Ultra- 
Conservative Journal. After all, 
aren’t you mainly concerned 
with conserving and preserving 
the traditional wilderness and 
values of Mother Earth? 
Perhaps the Ultra-Conservative 
Earth First! movement might 
even drive Ron Reagan to pro- 
nounce himself a liberal en- 
vironmentalist! 

Thanks for existing. 

—A western 
wilderness manager 

Ed note: As the former chair- 
man of New Mexico Young 
Americans for Freedom, I tend 
to agree. We’ve never really 
figured out if we ’ re left or right. 
But perhaps we're radical con- 
servatives - somewhere over on 
the back side of the political 
spectrum where right and left 
come together. 



already segregated from adja- 
cent high country by roads, log- 
ging, mining, and the lack of 
biological perception on the 
part of lawmakers and 
bureaucrats. Many of these 
areas thus do not show up in 
agency inventories of roadless 
and undeveloped lands. The ap- 
proach of conservation groups 
in the past has been to propose 
only inventoried roadless areas 
or other currently undeveloped 
lands for wilderness designa- 
tion. They have been suckered 
into playing a game by rules 
which have been set by the very 
forces most intent on Ii- 


Dear EF! 

It’s good knowing someone 
cares! I love reading Earth 
First! - it’s so refreshing to find 
such an energetic and open and 
outrageous publication. I’m 
working on a Masters degree in 
English and recently read 
Gerard Manley Hopkins. 
Here’s one verse from a poem 
called “Inversnaid” (1918): 

What would the world be, 
once bereft 

Of wet and of wildness? Let 
them be left, 

O let them be left, wildness 
and wet; 

Long live the weeds and the 
wilderness yet. 

—Las Vegas, Nevada 

Dear friends on the front in the 
Kalmiopsis 

There isn’t a day that goes by 
without me thinking about you. 
While I can’t be with you, my 
thoughts of encouragement for 
each coming action, cheering 
for past actions, and determina- 
tion for actions in progress are 
with you always. What you are 
doing in the Kalmiopsis is for 
you, for me, for this baby still 
inside me, and, most of all, for 
Earth. As you face each day, I 
know that emotions, 
discouragement, and fatigue 
are surrounding you. Please 
remember that your noble acts 
are scorned by a few but are ad- 
mired and appreciated by 
many. Somebody has to take 
action. I thank each and every 
one of you for yours. The 
thoughts of others in Portland 
are with you. May Earth sus- 
tain you for your efforts. I know 
this effort will succeed. 

—Melinda Lee 


Dear EF! 

First of all, I love the Earth 
First! publication because it ex- 
presses that deep feeling for 
this fragile place we live on. 
Now for a question to your 
readers: do any of you know the 
name of some forestry school in 
Yreka, California? I’d ap- 
preciate hearing from you if you 
know. If any of you EFlers are 
in Western Massachusetts you 
have floor space and beans here. 
Thanks 

Waino Tuominen 
Pond Brack Rd 
Huntington, MA 01050 


THE 

GRIZZLY 

DEN 

by Hovue Wolke 


quidating our wilderness, and 
in maintaining their privileged 
position as exploiters of the 
public’s lands. 

It’s time to stop cowering 
before the Industrial Monster! 
We need to start making 
wilderness proposals that are 
based on the ecological 
wholeness of each area, 
REGARDLESS of existing in- 
trusions. And we need to 
seriously advocate and develop 
support for these proposals. 
Wilderness can and must be re- 
created. It is our job to deliver 
this message and to see that it 
happens. 


Dear Dave: 

I have read your Statement in 
the Sierra election folder and 
very much agree. 

I have been a Member for on- 
ly about a year but have been a 
rabid conservationist long 
before that. I grew up in the 
sagebrush country of the 
Oklahoma panhandle. 

As it seems to be the most im- 
portant part of the fight, I want 
to do what I can to help develop 
a progressively more effective 
and tough Sierra Club PAC. 

Our basic enemy of course is 
population and ever since they 
hit the shore a Government- 
Industrial conspiracy has push- 
ed an arrogant desecration of 
everything in front of them and 
via endless complications it in- 
creases by the hour. 

As you indicate Sierra must 
now leave their birds-and-bees 
image and become progressive- 
ly more brutal with their PAC 
programs. 

—Kansas 


Dear EF! 

I heard that you are a bunch 
of radical, crazed environmen- 
tal lunatics! That your methods 
are unorthodox, destructive, 
and extreme! That you take 
matters into your own hands 
with pragmatic— even vengeful 
- action! I’ve heard also that all 
the proper environmental 
organizations look down on you 
with disdain and often anger! 
That you are setting back years 
of proper environmental pro- 
gress!! So how the hell can I 
join?! Where do I sign up? 

—Florida 


To the folks at Earth First! 

Right on! Your approach to 
preservation is the most 
refreshing one I have seen in 
years. 

A friend gave me a copy of 
your newspaper and each page 
was filled with rich commen- 
taries and “to the point” news. 
I read about values, 
philosophies, politics and 
ideals that were founded on ef- 
ficient ecological prin- 
ciples— with this state of mind, 
the ideals are synonomous with 
realities. I believe that and I 
believe in your work. Godspeed 
Earth First! 

—San Rafael, CA 
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GLEN CANYON 


by Marc Brown 

“7 could have organized a bet- 
ter demonstration." James 
Watt 

Del Webb Inc. held a birth- 
day party for Lake Powell and 
Glen Canyon Dam on May 19th 
that they described as "grander 
than John Wesley Powell could 
have imagined.” To com- 
memorate the damming of the 
lifeblood of the southwest and 
the creation of the lake called 
Powell, they brought in Interior 
Secretary James Watt along 
with the governors of Utah and 
Arizona, Scott Matheson and 
Bruce Babbitt. But while of- 
ficial ceremonies went on. 
Earth First! held a funeral ser- 
vice for the remarkable network 
of canyons that Powell called 
“Glen.” 

As the governors performed 
the christening ceremony for 
two new tour boats, precisely 
on the state line 100 yds from 
shore, and the Page, AZ high 
school band blared, an Earth 
First! pirate ship circled them 
and a crowd of more than 100 
shouted their outrage at the 
obscene ceremony from the 
shore. Secretary Watt was 
nowhere to be seen, except as 
represented by a painted man- 
nequin aboard the EF! vessel. 
It was decorated with signs and 
bunting, four other mannequins 
painted to resemble the Beach 
Boys, and 15 EF! members, 
plus a tombstone that listed the 
canyons, rivers and ar- 
chaeological sites destroyed by 
the lake. Back and forth it 
steamed, mocking the 
ridiculous official event. 

Then the rain came. A huge 
thunderhead rolled in to spoil 
the party, and forced the politi- 
cians back into their boats. As 
they hurried to the plastic com- 
fort of Wahweap Marina the 
sky let loose her version of a 
christening as the 
demonstrators raced to the 
“fish cleaning area", the agreed 
upon location for the speeches 
and mourning. A stalwart 
group of six pallbearers braved 
the storm and came ashore 
aboard a tiny inflated raft car- 
rying a casket that represented 



all that was sacrificed twenty 
years before. 

As the official group formed 
for their luncheon date with 
Watt, Earth First! held a wake. 
Art Goodtimes invoked the 
spirit of the canyon to remind 
the assembled of the awesome 
powers that will ultimately bring 
down the works of men, and 
which were so arrogantly defied 
in the construction of the dam. 

Ken Sleight then praised EF! 
for the effort put into the 
demonstration. In a speech fill- 
ed with remembrance of what 
was and of the battle to save it 
he reminded his audience of the 
duty to resist, of the obligation 
of those who see to speak, to 
act, to inspire others. He spoke 
at length of the beauties of the 
canyons and evoked a real 
sense of what was lost to those 
who were denied the opportuni- 
ty to experience it. As he spoke 
the sky cleared and as a perfect 
complement to his call to action 
a small plane buzzed overhead, 
trailing a banner that read: 
Earth First! Free the Colorado! 

The Earth Last! contingent 
from Albuquerque then burst in 
and demanded the lake be ex- 
panded and that the works of 
nature be sublimated to the 
demands of our consumer socie- 
ty. As some of them danced 
about in ‘happy smokestack' 
costumes they repeated their 
chant, “Progress First! Man 
Second! Earth Last!" Finally, a 
group unable to hear any more 
assaulted their counter 
demonstration and sent them 
fleeing for their lives. 

It was then Johnny 
Sagebrush's turn. The warmed 
up and drying audience joined 
in several songs aimed at rid- 
ding the air of the stench of the 
official activities and of the 
false, flat monotony of the 
phoney lake that lay like a pud- 
dle of pus behind him. 

The finale consisted of Digger 
describing an encounter with 
the secretary of the Interior in 
the Grand Canyon. With 
customary zeal and energy he 
maintained the sense of humor 
that pervaded the festivities. 
Though he bestowed upon Watt 
an eloquence doubtless not real, 
his portrayal of him was 
priceless: “I devour endangered 
species as snacks and see the 
destruction of entire eco- 
systems as my life's work." 

Meanwhile, the pitiful 
chumps ensconced in the lun- 
cheon heard only the insipid 
drivel of the pasty white 
shellfish himself, chewed 
mindlessly on their rubber 
chicken, and doubtless 
wondered why the 
demonstrators were in such 
good humor. 

A press corps numbering at 
least 85 recorded the events and, 
at least, in some cases, brought 
to life the concerns of the 
speakers and the history of this 
most flawed reclamation pro- 
ject. Whether in fact it was 
grander a celebration than J.W. 
Powell could have imagined or 
simply more grotesque, will 
never be known. But at least 
it's certain his view of the arid 
lands as too delicate, too 
beautiful to be left to the 
despoilers and greed merchants 
had spokesmen that day. And 
the certainty that the trans- 
gression of the dam would 
eventually be corrected was 
manifest as w r ell. 
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by Marc Brown 

“I'm not as stupid as I look." 

J.G. Watt May 19. 1983 

Maybe not. But the 200 Earth 
First! members and sympath- 
izers who gathered at the south- 
ern tip of the lake called Foul 
May 19th tried their best to 
point out the stupidity of his 
and the Reagan administra- 
tion’s policies and Watt, being 
what he is, made the job easy, 
with an assist from Del Webb, 
the concessionaire that oper- 
ates the five marinas on the 
stool of the Colorado. 

Elaborate advance planning 
assured a sizable media corps 
for what was billed as “a birth- 
day celebration grander than 
John Wesley Powell could have 
imagined.” Glen Canyon Dam, 
perhaps the most obscenely 
arrogant manifestation of banal 
insensitivity ever built is now 
20 years old, and behind it lies 
the monotonous uniformity of 
Lake Powell, a wonderland of 
middle-class recreation where 
Winnebagos on pontoons rum- 
ble noisily over the drowned 
beauty of the heart of the can- 
yon country. 

But the mourners at the wake, 
as the Earth First! action was 
described, did not come to ridi- 
cule James Watt, or even to 
demonstrate their displeasure 
with him. The dam, the stool, 
came before Jimbo and will 
(perhaps) survive him. They 
came instead to be reminded of 
the tragic results of compro- 
mise and of political horsetrad- 
ing: a lesson taught in 1963 but 
still unlearned today by the 
establishment ‘environmental’ 
groups. 

Spurs Jackson was tipped off 
about Watt’s visit in late March 
and immediately sent out a 
data sheet to the EF! member- 
ship in the four corner states 
which included the official an- 
nouncement from Del Webb. It 
soon became obvious that the 
beneficient concessionaire was 
trying to orchestrate not only 
the event itself, but who would 
hear of it and when. Thirty 
hand-picked journalists of the 
Sunday-supplement variety 
were sent invitations that in- 
cluded free lodging at the newly 
expanded Wahweap Lodge, hel- 
icopter rides to Rainbow Bridge, 
a rubber chicken luncheon, and 
access to the secretary. Dick 
Kemp of Del Webb, Phoenix, 
informed me that these people 
were extended prerequisites in 
exchange for services rendered. 
(‘‘They’re people who’ve written 
nice things about the lake over 
the years,” he said.) The mes- 
sage they were supposed to 
return with was one of cooper- 
ation between the states of 
Arizona and Utah, the towns of 
Kanab and Page, the various 
governments, the Navajo na- 
tion, the National Park Sendee, 
and above all, subsuming the 
petty differences of her minor 
partners, Del Webb, Inc., em- 
ployer of hundreds, host to 
millions. 

“Is that then, all you intend to 
do?" John Holland, NPS law 
enforcement agent. 


“Well, I guess I oughta tell 
you about the houseboat and the 
airplane now,” Spurs Jackson. 

By his own standards James 
Watt attracts the wrong ele- 
ment. Within days of the news 
release Spurs was inundated 
with requests for information 
on the “funeral ceremony for 
Glen Canyon.” Articles appeared 
in numerous periodicals discus- 
sing the counter demonstration 
still weeks away. Del Webb’s 
staged act was falling apart. 

It was claimed by some that 
they had expected 7,000 guests, 
which if true meant that a lot of 
locals were invited. It was also 
rumored that 1500 people ap- 
plied for press passes, though it 
was probably closer to 200. One 
newsperson counted 85 of his 
own kind actually at the lunch- 
eon. Most of them spurned the 
free suites and copter rides 
since they’d been assigned to 
cover the demonstration as well 
as the speeches. 

Officially (in Glen Canyon 
National Recreation Area all 
things official originate in Del 
Webb’s offices in Phoenix) the 
birthday party consisted of the 
dedication of two new tour 
boats, one each by the Gover- 
nors of Utah and Arizona, Scott 
Matheson and Bruce Babbit. 
This was to take place at 11:00 
am on the state line 100 yards 
from shore on a makeshift land- 
ing ramp. Then the official 
party, including invited boos- 
ters of all things superficial and 
transitory, were to float to Wah- 
weap Marina for a luncheon 
where Watt would encourage 
them in their rape and plunder. 
Later, a barbecue at Rainbow 
Bridge would cap a conscious- 
less day of inanity. It didn’t 
work out that way. 

However one approaches 
Page. Arizona, one is struck by 
the awesome arrogance required 
to dream up a scheme as de- 
mented as the dam. Lone Rock 
campground, two miles north 
of the marina, was the holding 
site for Earth First!, according 
to the permits. Wednesday night, 
May 18th. the blue and white 
houseboat rented from the great 
leech lay ten feet offshore being 
decorated. The pirates hauled 
aboard the bunting, signs, and 
mannequins. Soon it resembled 
a ragged parade float. Every 
few minutes the local constab- 
ulary would arrive and chat 
mindlessly with anyone bored 
enough to talk with them. 

The houseboat set sail (fired 
up its belching diesel engines) 
at nine the following morning 
and proceeded to the staging 
area. Appropriately, the EF! 
activities were sited at the “fish 
cleaning area” near the Del 
Webb campground. Spurs’ truck 
Alphonso served as the stage. 
At around 10:45 the tour boats 
were docked and the dignitaries 
took up their duties. On shore, 
the Page. AZ high school march- 
ing band, in orange and black 
regalia, trooped about and were 
reviewed by the party 100 yards 
offshore. Approximately 100 
EF! demonstrators were along- 
side the band, trying to out- 


shout the Sousa tunes. The 
governors were introduced and 
in turn made trivial comments 
on the pleasures of Lake Powell. 
Howie Wolke guided the house- 
boat back and forth. 

When the rain began the 
official christening was moved 
to the marina. Six stalwart 
pallbearers carried a casket 
symbolic of the dead canyon in 
a tiny raft through the pelting 
rain. 

The group then reassembled 
to listen to Ken Sleight. He had 
guided trips through Glen for 
many years and had led a small 
but angry battle to stop the 
destruction in the late 50s. 
“How will I describe the beau- 
tiful places that were lost, and 
that you will never see? It was a 
special place, now gone forever,” 
he said. 

Or is it? Have we through this 
effort turned the tables on the 
dam? The copious media cover- 
age had much in common but 
what comes through is that it is 
now up to them to tell us why the 
dam should not be dismantled. 
Bruce Babbit calls it “a trade- 
off But it had to be.” It didn’t 

have to be. It doesn 't have to be. 
Clearly, the battle is going well. 
Many people there found them- 
selves wondering. “What will it 
be like when it’s drained?" The 
asking of the question is pro- 
gress. 

“ They had all these dummies 
aboard their ship to make it 
look like there were more of 
them." James Watt 


Glen Canyon Dam 

If you have any news clip- 
pings on our funeral party at 
Glen Canyon Dam, we would 
appreciate receiving copies of 
them. Also any photos you may 
have taken. Please send to POB 
26221, Salt Lake City, Utah 
84126 

The Glen Canyon Dam Rag 
(Set the River Free) 

Shawn Browning 

Oh say can you see, thru the 
dawn’s early light, that hole in 
old Glen Canyon dam that we 
put there last night. 

Refrain- 

Oh there it goes. ..just one good 
blow, we’re gonna set that river 
free and let the water flow... 

Oh there it goes.. .just one good 
blow, we’re gonna crack that 
concrete dam and let the river 
go- 

Them folks with all their 
gadgets will have to do without, 
we’re gonna set that river free 
and put the candle out. 

There'll be no more Lake Foul, 
by the time that we get done, 
just one slightly wet Glen Can- 
yon and a river on the run. 
Refrain- 

That's the way it's meant to 
happen, that’s the way it ought 
to be. The Colorado River 
a 'flowin' to the sea, 

That current's been obstructed 
for far too many years. The 
crashing of that dam will be 
sweet music to our ears. 
Refrain - twice with feeling. 
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FRANKLIN 

RIVER 

VICTORY 

by John Seed 

Tasmania, Australia’s 
smallest, least populated state, 
is an island about 150 miles 
south of the mainland. In spite 
of particularly brutal develop- 
ment which saw the systematic 
destruction of the aboriginal 
culture along with much of the 
natural environment, some 
remote areas remain wild and 
intact. 

In particular, the south-west 
of the island contains a huge 
temperate rainforest wilderness 
which has become the focus of 
Australia’s biggest ever en- 
vironmental conflict. 

The dispute centers around 
plans by the Tasmanian Hydro 
Electric Commission (H.E.C.) 
to dam the state’s last wild 
river, the Franklin, which runs 
through the heart of the south- 
west wilderness. 

The Franklin and the Gordon 
Rivers with their host of 
tributaries, form the major wild 
river system in Australia. 
These rivers are prized by 
whitewater canoeists and rafters 
who formed the backbone of the 
Tasmanian Wilderness Society 
(T.W.S.) which was formed in 
1976 as the H.E.C. started 
surveying damsites. 

As one of only three 
temperate wilderness areas re- 
maining in the southern 
hemisphere (the other two are 
in Patagonia in South America 
and New Zealand’s fjord coun- 
try), S.W. Tasmania has at- 
tracted international attention. 
It was recently listed as a 



Franklin as a “brown, muddy, 
leech-ridden ditch”. He sent a 
member of his cabinet to Paris 
in an unsuccessful! bid to pre- 
vent World Heritage listing. 

The forest is beautiful beyond 
description. Myrtly Beech, 
Leatherwood, King Billy Pine, 
Sassafras, Celery-top Pine, tree 
ferns and palms are reflected in 
the pure waters of the rivers 
and lakes. Huon Pine exist only 
here. The longest living tree in 
Australia, they have been car- 
bon dated at 2,200 years and 
take 800 years to reach maturi- 
ty. 40% of the world’s Huon 
Pine habitat would be submerg- 
ed if the dam were completed. 

Tasmanian Devil, Tigercat, 
possums and Wallabies, Wom- 
bat, Bandicot, Platypus and 
Echidna. ..these are the names 
of some of the mammals that in- 
habit the area. 

Along the Franklin are vast 
limestone caves, archeological 
treasure-houses such as the 
Kutikina Cave which holds 
evidence of the most southerly 
extent of humankind at the end 
of the last ice age. They contain 
cave paintings of greater anti- 
quity than those in France and 
Spain and would be flooded if 
the dam went ahead. 


is the feeling of being 
penetrated, transformed, em- 
powered by a remarkable in- 
telligence which abides here, 
that composes this ecosystem. 
The insight follows that this in- 
credible genetic diversity is in- 
deed more intelligent than we 
are. Rainforest, the very womb 
of life has evolved fully half of 
all the species on earth in- 
cluding, a few short million 
years ago. Homo sapiens. 

In 1895, Launceston in the 
north of the island became the 
world’s second town, after 
Niagara U.S.A. to be connected 
to hydro-electric power. 
Tasmania’s social and political 
history has been closely tied to 
the development of this 
resource ever since. Last year 
over half of the state’s budget 
went to the H.E.C. 

Having built scores of dams, 
the H.E.C. now thrashes 
around like a wounded 
dinosaur. It justifies the 
Franklin dam by saying that 
employment will be created 
during its construction, and 
that the power will attract more 
industry to the state. 
Tasmania’s unemployment 
rate, at about 12% is the 
highest in the country. 


6% of the workforce, the cheap 
power is of course, subsidised 
by smaller industries and 
households. The billion $ cost of 
the proposed dam must be bor- 
rowed, and here the H.E.C. 
competes for scarce capital 
with other projects which could 
produce far more employment. 

Having failed to convince a 
succession of Tasmanian 
governments to change course 
(a state referendum last year 
gave the Tasmanian s a choice 
between two dams. 40% 
nonetheless wrote ‘no dams’ on 
their ballots) the T.W.S. concen- 
trated on lobbying for the 
federal government to in- 
tervene to stop the dam. The 
society organised the largest 
demonstrations seen in 
Australia since the Viet Nam 
war. Tens of thousands turned 
out in the mainland capital 
cities. In Hobart, capital of 
Tasmania, 12% of the popula- 
tion of the city turned out for 
one rally. 

In a 1982 mainland byelec- 
tion, 40% of voters wrote ‘no 
dams’ on their ballots. Still the 
Tasmania government pressed 
on and the federal government 
refused to intervene, stating 
that the issue of states’ rights 


miles from the mouth of the 
river is the tiny port of Strahan. 
30,000 tourists cruise from 
Strahan up the Gordon every 
year, and the major cruise 
operator donated a 50 seater 
craft to ferry protestors up to 
the dam site. 

Upon arriving in Strahan, 
anyone intending to participate 
in the blocade spent some three 
days taking part in non-violent 
action training before being 
permitted up river. This train- 
ing in the theory and practice of 
peaceful direct action meant 
that, in spite of all manner of 
provocation, there was not a 
single incident of violence or 
damage to property during the 
entire campaign. For weeks the 
blocade was top of the news 
throughout the country, and 
though it was sometimes dif- 
ficult to watch the continued 
violence against the forest 
while hardly even pulling out a 
survey peg, this policy paid off. 

By February this year with 
federal elections less than a 
month away, middle Australia 
felt comfortable enough with 
the situation for national opi- 
nion polls to show sentiment 
running 2 to 1 in favor of ‘no 
dams’. 
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World Heritage area, and 
UNESCO requires that a coun- 
try provide “to the utmost of 
its resources, the protection, 
conservation and transmission 
to future generations” of such 
an area. Other World Heritage 
areas include the Grand Canyon 
and Egypt’s pyramids. 

The leader of the Tasmanian 
state government, Robin Gray, 
holds a different view and 
recently referred to the 


Extremely fragile, the rain- 
forest does not regenerate after 
clearing or fire, but is at best 
replaced by secondary eucalypt 
forest. Ecologists believe these 
diverse forests to be remnants 
of those that once covered the 
whole land as the superconti- 
nent of Gondwanaland broke up 
and flowering plants were born 
100 million years ago. 

A not uncommon experience 
for those defending this place. 


The T.W.S. claims that the 
H.E.C. is selling the power 
below cost to large industries 
-the cheapest electricity in the 
world - and that this is destroy- 
ing rather than creating 
employment. For instance, the 
aluminum smelter, COMALCO 
uses 25% of the state’s electrici- 
ty yet employs only 0.3% of the 
workforce; the thirteen largest 
industries account for % of the 
state’s power yet employ only 
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was more important than the 
dams issue. Every major 
newspaper in the country con- 
demned this stand. The govern- 
ment claimed that it lacked the 
constitutional power to in- 
terfere, but a report from their 
attorney general leaked to the 
press stated that they not only 
had the right, but also the 
obligation to enforce the World 
Heritage treaty. 

At the end of 1982, the 
T.W.S. called for non-violent 
direct action to stop the dam. 
Membership in the organisa- 
tion had doubled to 8,000 in the 
previous four months and over 
70 branches had formed 
throughout the country. 

People from everywhere con- 
verged on the south-west. Over 
3,000 took part in the ten week 
action, 1,400 were arrested for 
trespass or obstruction and face 
fines or prison sentences of up 
to six months. Over 400 people 
went to jail rather than sign the 
bail condition that they not 
“lurk, loiter or secrete” 
themselves on H.E.C. land. 
T.W.S. director Dr. Bob Brown, 
soon to be elected to the state 
senate, spent weeks in jail at 
Christmas time. 

Flotillas of yellow rubber 
rafts (“duckies”) blocked the 
passage of bulldozer-laden 
barges on the river, people sat 
down in front of bulldozers or 
obstructed chainsaws until ar- 
rested. 

From the damsite on the 
junction of the two rivers, the 
Gordon flows twenty miles to 
Macquarrie Harbour. Across 
the harbour, a further twenty 


At this point the Australian 
conservation movement, which 
had never before acted in a 
politically united fashion, 
pledged its support to the op- 
postion A.L.P. (Australian 
Labour Party) which gratefully 
agreed to preserve the whole of 
the Great Barrier Reef as well 
as S.W. Tasmania if elected. 
They also promised to spend 
$500 million on job creation 
programs in Tasmania. 

Alongside the blocade which 
continued unabated, the T.W.S. 
and other groups launched a 
political campaign concen- 
trated on 13 marginal elec- 
torates which needed a swing of 
only a few percent to fall to the 
A.L.P. In the weeks preceding 
the election, there were some 
200 T.W.S. volunteers in each 
of these electorates going door 
to door, distributing leaflets. 

As it turned out, the swing 
against the government averag- 
ed 5% around the country and 
the first euphoric statement 
from Bob Hawke the new Prime 
Minister was that "the dam will 
not be built”. 

The blocade was immediately 
disbanded and only a small 
vigil is maintained up river wat- 
ching the bulldozers proceed. 
At the end of March the federal 
government made its first 
move, enacting a regulation 
making further construction of 
the dam illegal. A High Court 
battle between the state and 
the nation is about to begin. 
John Seed, Rainforest 
Information Center 
Box 368 P.O. Lismore 
N.S.W. 2480, Australia 
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ED ABBEY: CONSCIENCE OF THE CONQUERER 


If, as some believe, the evolu- 
tion of humankind is the means 
by which the earth has become 
conscious of itself, then it may 
follow that the conservationist 
awakening is the late-flowering 
conscience of that world mind. 
A vainglorious exaggeration? 
Not at all, if in conservation we 
can see a logical extension of 
the traditional Christian 
ethic— and that of the other 
world religions— beyond nar- 
rowly human concerns to in- 
clude the other living creatures 
with whom we share this 
planet. Not only those obvious- 
ly beneficial to us, but even 
those that might appear to be 
competitors, even enemies. The 
broadening of the ethic cannot 
stop at this point; once we 
become generous enough in 
spirit to share goodwill with liv- 
ing things, we can advance to 
the nonliving, the organic, to 
the springs, streams, lakes, 
rivers, and oceans, to the winds 
and clouds, even the rocks that 
form the foundation of our little 
planet. 

All is one, say the mystics. 
Well, maybe. Who knows? 
Some of us might prefer to 
stress the unique, the in- 
dividual, the diversity of 
things. But it now seems well 
proven that all things, animate 
and inanimate, living and (as we 
say) nonliving, are clearly in- 
terdependent. Each form of life 
needs the others. We see 
ourselves, the human race, as 
the apex of a pyramid of life, 
the point of it all— and not 
without justice. Through 
humanity the earth finds its 
voice. But we in turn are merely 
raw material for others; the 
microorganisms that thrive in 
our bodies while we live, the 
bacteria that feast on our flesh 
after death, the plants that 
draw nutriment from our bones 
would be entitled to believe 
that God created the human 
race to serve their needs. The 
very concept of a special crea- 
tion should give pause to those 
Christians who hold the view, 
still widespread and dominant 
in our society, that everything 
on earth exists for the sake of 
man. 

This is not to say that the 
Peacable Kingdom can or ever 
should exist on earth. Conflict 
within and between species is in- 
evitable, necessary, and up to 
an optimum point, desirable. 


When the lion lies down with 
the lamb, it must be for the pur- 
pose of sharing a dinner, a din- 
ner in which one eats and the 
other is eaten. Otherwise the 
lion would starve to death. The 
lamb itself eats grass, those 
green, tender, delicate beings 
with who knows what fine emo- 
tions and refined aspirations of 
their own. The moralistic vegetar- 
ian is a hypocrite; no self- 
respecting herbivore would share 
such a doctrine for a moment. 

Competition within the 
species is likewise desirable— to 
a point. An absolute leveling of 
men and women would reduce 
humankind to the status of the 
social insects; good enough for 
ants, bees, and termites, but in- 
appropriate to our kind and a 
serious injustice to those 
among us with the special 
qualities and abilities that give 
variety, vigor, zest, progress 
(yes, there is such a thing as 
progress), and finally glory to 
the human enterprise. Any 
Utopia, any Golden Age of 
Unlimited Power and Plenty, 
whether mystical, pastoral, or 
technological, where the needs 
and pleasures of life can be ob- 
tained without effort, would be 
a world of insufferable 
boredom, downgrading humans 
to the sloth and torpor of swine 
in a luxury sty; unworthy of us, 
the death of our nature. 

Nevertheless, the opposite 
course leads to an equally fatal 
result. Unlimited struggle 
within a species would destroy 
that species; the human race 
has now reached a stage in its 
cleverness where, for example, 
we can continue to have war or 
science, but no longer both. The 
industrial way of life implies 
the risk of mass-produced 
death. 

Nor are we wrong to strive for 
justice within a society, the fair 
division of wealth, charity 
toward the weak, the old, the 
foolish. 

Stand up for the stupid and 
crazy, said Whitman. Amen. 
The mad may be saints, the 
crippled may be artists, magi- 
cians, craftsmen. Human socie- 
ty is based on mutual aid, 
cooperation, sharing— without 
those attributes it would 
perish. Will perish. 

What the conscience of our 
race— environmentalism— is 
trying to tell us is that we must 
offer to all forms of life and to 


the planet itself the same 
generosity and tolerance we re- 
quire from our fellow humans. 
Not out of charity 
alone— though that is reason 
enough— but for the sake of our 
own survival as free men and 
women. Certainly the exact 
limits of what we can take and 
what we must give are hard to 
determine; few things can be 
more difficult than attempting 
to measure our needs, to find 
that optimum point of human 
population, human develop- 
ment, human industry beyond 
which the returns begin to 
diminish. Very difficult; but the 
chief difference between 
humankind and the other 
animals is the ability to 
observe, think, reason, experi- 
ment, to communicate with one 
another through language; the 
mind is our proudest distinc- 
tion, the finest achievement of 
our human evolution. I think 
we may safely assume that we 
are meant to use it. 

What are the alternatives to 
reason and the conservationist 
conscience? There seems to be 
only one: go on as we are going 
now, submitting to the blind 
growth of human domination 
over the planet, the mindless in- 
crease in population, the greed 
and gluttony of the rich na- 
tions, the desperate need of the 
poor, leading in turn to one of 
the two most probable resolu- 
tions. 

First, an intensification of the 
conflicts within each nation and 
among the nations as the com- 
petition for dwindling natural 
resources becomes more severe. 
We can see early symptoms of 
this conflict in the United 
States, where industrialists 
have begun to recognize conser- 
vationists and environmen- 
talists— not labor leaders, not 
government, not Marxists— as 
their chief antagonists in shap- 
ing the character of the 
American future. Business 
leaders have succeeded already 
in creating an unjustified 
hostility between elements of 
organized labor and the en- 
vironmental movement. This 
conflict can be resolved only in 
a society based on a mature, 
stabilized political economy 
that functions so smoothly we 
can take its health for granted, 
becoming aware of pain only 
when something is going 
wrong. The endless-growth 


economy, contrary to orthodox 
belief, is a diseased economy. 

If efforts at internal recon- 
ciliation fail, if the environmen- 
tal movement fails, we will see 
conflict increase, becoming 
more bitter as classes, factions, 
ethnic groups, and races com- 
pete with one another for as 
much as each can take from 
what economic wealth remains 
available in North America. In 
the course of the struggle lux- 
uries such as wilderness and 
wildlife, public lands, and per- 
sonal freedoms will begin to 
vanish, as they have already 
largely vanished from most of 
Europe, Asia, Africa, and South 
America. At the same time the 
competition among the nations 
will drive all closer to the edge 
of war, with each nation seeking 
to promote its own economic 
growth in the only way it can: 
at the expense of other nations. 
The result will be, as history 
demonstrates with tedious 
repetition, war and civil war, ac- 
companied by famine, plague, 
and the descent, once again, in- 
to another dark age. 

So much for the familiar and 
popular disaster hypothesis. 
The second possible outcome of 
population growth and in- 
dustrial growth would be the 
creation of a planetary 
technocracy, a technological 
superstate in which we sur- 
render our individual lives to 
some kind of international,' 
computerized, scientifically 
engineered despotism. In a 
planetary order combining the 
best features of Huxley’s Brave 
New World , Orwell’s 1984, and 
Stanislaw Lem’s The 
Futurological Congress, we can 
imagine the transformation of 
Spaceship Earth into an or- 
biting food machine, 
automatically processing rock, 
air, seawater, and sewage into 
snack packets for a population 
of 10 billion drug-pacified, com- 
atose, semihuman inhabitants. 
They — the technologists— say 
it can be done. But who wants 
to live in their world? 

Commonplace nightmares. 
Perhaps we will find a way to 
muddle through and between 
the gruesome horns of our 
dilemma. The American nation 
(including Alaska) is one of the 
few places left on earth where it 
is still feasible to make a stand 
against the growth fanatics, the 
graph-paper mentality of the 


Reprinted from The Journey Home 

GNP economists, the replenish- 
and-forever-multiply theology 
of the Latter-Day Native- 
American Y ahoo Church— all 
the descendants of those hordes 
of avaricious peasants (our 
forefathers) who swarmed 
across the Atlantic to fall, like a 
plague of locusts, upon the 
sweet, lovely, defenseless, 
virgin lands of America. 

In any case, America offers 
what may be our final oppor- 
tunity to save a useful sample 
of the original land. It is not a 
question merely of preserving 
forests and rivers, wildlife and 
wilderness, but also of keeping 
alive a certain way of human 
life, a wholesome and 
reasonable balance between in- 
dustrialism and agrarianism, 
between cities and small towns, 
between private property and 
public property. Here it is still 
possible to enjoy the advan- 
tages of contemporary 
technological culture without 
having to endure the over- 
crowding and stress 
characteristic of this culture in 
less fortunate regions. If we can 
draw the line against the in- 
dustrial machine in America, 
and make it hold, then perhaps 
in the decades to come we can 
gradually force industrialism 
underground, where it belongs, 
and restore to all citizens of our 
nation their rightful heritage of 
breathable air, drinkable water, 
open space, family-farm 
agriculture, a truly democratic 
political economy. Why settle 
for anything less? And why 
give up our wilderness? What 
good is a Bill of Rights that 
does not include the right to 
play, to wander, to explore, the 
right to stillness and solitude, 
to discovery and physical 
freedom? 

Dreams. We live, as Dr. 
Johnson said, from hope to 
hope. Our hope is for a new 
beginning. A new beginning 
based not on the destruction of 
the old but on its reevaluation. 

It will be the job of another 
generation of thinkers and 
doers to keep that hope alive 
and bring it closer to reality. If 
lucky, we may succeed in mak- 
ing America not the master of 
the earth (a trivial goal), but 
rather an example to other na- 
tions of what is possible and 
beautiful. Was that not, after 
all, the whole point and purpose 
of the American adventure? 


REFORMING THE FREDDIES 


Marcy Willow pegged them 
right in the last issue of Earth 
First! when she called the 
Forest Service an “outlaw agen- 
cy". Since WWII the Forest 
Service has been engaged in a 
jihad to liquidate the old- 
growth forests of the Pacific 
Coast and replace them with 
managed tree farms. The piece- 
meal, reactive approach of the 
environmental movement has 
failed to protect the big trees. 
Without major action soon, the 
only intact forest ecosystems 
on the Pacific Coast will be in 
already designated Wilderness 
Areas and National Parks. That 
is not enough. 

It is time for those of us who 
talk to the trees to be visionary. 


to dare to set forth our ideal for 
how our forests are to be 
managed. The blockade of the 
Bald Mountain Road is merely 
part of an overall Earth First! 
campaign to restructure timber 
policy in the United States. We 
are contacting other interested 
groups and knowledgeable in- 
dividuals to draft a detailed 
proposal for timber reform 
legislation. Among our ten- 
tative recommendations are: 

1. No cutting of old growth 
(previously uncut) forest on 
public or private land in the 
United States. 

2. No use of herbicides or 
pesticides for forest manage- 
ment on public or private land 
in the United States. 


3. No cutting of timber on 
public or private lands with a 
slope greater than ??? (figure to 
be arrived at). 

4. Limitation of commercial 
logging on National Forest or 
BLM lands to Site Class #1. 

5. No deficit timber sales on 
public land. 

6. Require all companies bid- 
ding on NF/BLM timber to be 
small locally-owned businesses. 
(Capitalization limit to be devis- 
ed.) 

7. Preference to worker- 
owned timber companies for 
bidding on federal timber. 

8. Require all companies 
operating on public lands to be 
labor-intensive (require a cer- 
tain number of jobs in the 
woods and the mill per million 
board feet— number still to be 
worked out). 

9. Stronger national policy on 


recycling wood products. 

10. Stronger national policy 
on efficient utilization of wood 
products. 

11. Concentrate timber pro- 
duction on sustained yield from 
highly productive previously- 
cut private and public timber 
lands. 

12. Public works projects for 
reforestation, rehabilitation, 
and erosion control on previous- 
ly logged areas. 

13. Designate all RARE II 
and RARE I areas wilderness. 

14. A national Roaded Area 
Review and Evaluation on the 
National Forests and BLM 
lands to determine which 
previously roaded and cut lands 
should be made wilderness 
recovery areas. 

15. Return to public owner- 
ship of any privately-owned 
timber lands that are abused 


(strict standards to be set). 

16. A prohibition on the ex- 
port of raw logs. 

Further suggestions would be 
appreciated as well as help in 
finalizing these recommenda- 
tions, putting them in 
legislative form, and writing 
supportive material. 

Fifty years ago Bob Marshall 
wrote a book called “The Peo- 
ple’s Forests”. It’s about time 
we laid our claim to them. 


NEXT ISSUE 


* More on the 

Kalmiopsis Blockade 

* Round River Rendezvous 

Report 

* Tropical Rainforests 
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Ursus horribilis 

How did the last Merriam elk sound, 

bellowing, blowing, 

one ton stud mounting 

extinction? 

Passenger pigeons, 

in consuming sky floods beyond description, 
sold for a penny a piece in Chicago. 

Two Great Auks killed for taxidermy, 
their egg smashed and none 
ever again. 

Red wolf bloated 
by poisoned bait, 

Golden eagle hunted 
by helicopter, 

Mountain lion trapped 
by tempered steel . . . 
was it like my dream 

before the rancher’s cracking rifle, 
the last real grizzly in California 
on a snow field 
dancing 

under winter’s waning moon? 


Arthur Dingle 
Corvallis 






thirteen stones laying circle 

one eyed medicine man tense gazing 

wind around him still 

flesh dead smell air 

white cats turning black 

black cats turning white 

thirteen stones laying circle 

cold chill clod sweat cold sweat 

truth sees 

revolution around him 
truth he sees 
evolution evolution 
he wishes everyone else 
sees now 


AfiMEO 

with 

VISIONS 


DIET 

"See this bunch of rones on my table 
I eat them 

Josephine Clare 

I am the giver of roses. 

I am the poet who eats them. 

I like small gifts. Have one. 

Like my ancestors 
I enjoy the smell of 
potatoes & onions cooking 
but my diet is strictly roses. 

This rose tucked behind my ear — 
that rose you keep between your legs — 
they taste good. I need this food. 

Let others crunch on roots 
or gnaw the bones of animals; 
for me, I must have roses. 

Little buds or flowers full-blown, 
petals silky white or blood red, 
it doesn’t matter. 

Roses arranged in a vase 
please the eye, crown our table 
but don’t dwell on their significance— 
they sustain me. 

Steve Lewandowski 
Honeoye Falls 


David Smith 
Telluride 


FORGET REMEMBER 


oatmeal 

when there's no butter 
eof if without 

when there's no honey 
eof it without 

when there's no salt 

ear it without 

when there's no oatmeal 
everything's perfect 


I Have Been Told 


Down on the river 

There is a small place 

Where there is no sound 

Nothing, and 1 know it well 

And 1 have been told 

And since found 

That when climbing back 

Loaded with water 

At the top of the rise 

If you half turn your head 

The river will tilt into vour ear 


Bob Arnold 
Green Hirer 



forget cats purr through their veins 

forget this is a tunnel of glass 

forget waving to mommy from the merry-go-round 

forget entering the house of your inner nature 

forget the second time you fell in love 

forget handfulls of moist earth 

forget no one won the war 

forget it’s only a mirror to your own light 

forget to kiss your mother goodbye 

forget this infinite eternity 

forget you’re not the first person to say that to me 
forget to comfort your lover 
forget you were given this gift to guard 
forget there are videotapes of Reagan picking his nose 
and eating it 

forget it is a long way into the poem 

forget the smell of autumn leaves 

forget swearing you’d always remember that moment 

forget when you had all the time in the world 

forget new snow by early morning light 

forget the clouds opening sweetly like knees 

forget to be nice to the grass 

forget this most perfect fire opal 

forget the feet of the notyetborn 

forget this does not belong to you 

forget accepting the pain 

forget Reagan will not be eligible for parole until 1999 
forget the pigeons are listening 

forget you are a direct descendant of the first spark of life 
forget to forgive the ones you don’t love 
forget to forgive the ones you love 
repeat with remember in place of forget 

John Curl 
Berkeley 


Chip Rowling 
Boulder 


Fulfillment 

I think best 
knowing myself 
as no more 
than a blade 
of grass 
playing 

my part 
in the balance 
of life- 

learning 
how to do 
the wind 
favors. 

In the dance 
of grass, 
taking the part 
of balance — 

Even to go 
so far as curl 
like a worm 

dancing in the mouth 
of a robin. 


NEAR ORAIBI 

She is soft, 

this Hopi Earth. 

Even through my boots 1 am barefoot. 
She is soft 

and I become delicate, 
touching gently 
her Winter clothes; 

those dried silvery tufts 

and scarves of simmering snow. 

The Mesas were harsh 

but yet 
here 

(on the plain) 

1 feel as if 

this Hopi Earth 
might wrap me in her clay 
and roll me into a coil 
that my eternity be gladly spent 
within the cheek 
of a pot 

or bowl. 

Earthenware! 

I wear her soil. 


llllllimilTTTlI 


Mar/a Eloheimo 
San Anselmo 


Editor’s Note: Author of this pteee is 
unknow n. The name was lost in house fire. Anv 
idea whose fine poem this is?) 

all rights reserved to the authors 
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“You better get the hell out of here if you don’t want to be killed!” Catskinner Fred Brown tells 
William Smith, Molly Campbell, Diana Warren, Peter Swanson, and Doug Norlen. 


Personal Accounts 
(continued) 

The dozer, visibly frustrated, 
once again retreated, this time 
about ten yards up the road. 
The blockade advanced over 
the berm, to the base of the 
blade. 

“First down!” someone said. 

Les Moore, disgusted by the 
sight of the environmentalists, 
retreated another ten yards in 
reverse. He killed the engine 
and climbed down, this time 
with his thermos in hand. 

“Bunch of Communist 
bastards! Who funds you 
anyway? The Rockefellers?” 
He scowled as he walked up the 
road mumbling obscenities, on 
his way to call the sheriff. The 
blockaders advanced another 
ten yards. They draped their 
banner over the dozer blade. 

“Touch down!” 

Meanwhile, an anxious Dave 
Foreman was leading the press 
corps through the mud. When 
they arrived on the scene, the 
bulldozer had been idle for half 
an hour, and a crowd of Earth 
First! support people were 
gathered around the captured 
machine. The blockade of the 
Bald Mountain Road had 
begun, after months of plan- 
ning and preparations; so too, 
began the non-violent struggle 
to save all wilde' 'ess. 

It would be th more hours 
before the Josephine County 
Sheriff’s deputies would arrive 
and haul the demonstrators off 
to jail. Work would resume on 
the controversial road. More 
blocks were to follow. The peo- 
ple of Oregon and the rest of the 
country were gearing up for a 
long fight. 

#2 by Ric Bailey 

The ten of us, the second 
wave of defense, rendezvoused 
at a deserted campground. It 
was May 5, 2:30 a.m., nine days 
after the initial blockade. Our 
strategy was altered by the 
recon report from the night 
before: The Freddies had a dou- 
ble locked gate at the head of 
the road. We would have to hike 
three miles to reach the bat- 
tlefront. 

During the long ride up to the 
gate, we sat in silence, in the 
backs of the pickups, some 
snoozing, most contemplating 
the task at hand. At last, we 
reached the gate. The pickups 
departed. We were on our own. 
We hadn't gone far before we 
were confronted by an unex- 
pected peril: a dog barking. Its 
warnings shattered the tense 
stillness of the night. We 
retreated. After a brief con- 
ference, we decided to leave the 
road on the Northwest side, cir- 
cumventing the dog and pro- 
bable guard encampment. This 
we succeeded in doing without 
conflict. We reemerged from 
the bush, and started back 
down, passing silent pieces of 
machinery scattered along the 
accursed road, like so many 
behemoths in hibernation. We 
suppressed the obvious desires 
that arose. 

Our objective was: locate the 
end of the constructed road, 
and there make our stand to 
prevent further intrusion into 
the as yet undefiled portions of 
Bald Mountain Ridge. As dawn 
was breaking, we found our 
spot, where the last stretch of 
road went into a cutting 
bordered by a sheer wall of 
stone on the left, and a steep 
drop into a canyon flecked with 


huge fir trees on the right. We 
mounted the stone embank- 
ment. We observed the road 
survey stakes that had been 
placed at the base of a tree that 
bore a sign proclaiming the 
boundary of the Kalmiopsis 
Wilderness Area. Anger and 
disgust inflamed us. 

It was not long before we 
heard the sound we awaited; 
harsh and unmistakable. The 
surly growl of a D8 cat prepar- 
ing for a day of destruction. The 
tone of “its” voice changed. We 
knew it was moving down 
toward us. We leaped onto the 
road: eight of us hand in hand, 
stretched across the road. Two 
photographers positioned 
themselves for action shots. The 
cat turned the corner into full 
view. It clattered toward us at 
full throttle. We held forth our 
arms in gesture of command 
and defiance. The great 
machine halted. It dropped its 
huge blade at our feet. Les 
Moore (“Les” wilderness 
“Moore” destruction) dis- 
mounted. He placed us all 
under citizens arrest, then left 
to fetch the sheriff. We held our 
position in front of the dozer 
savoring the accomplishment of 
phase one of our blockade. 

It was an hour and a half 
before the sheriff’s deputies ar- 
rived in 4-wheel drive pickups. 
We had an added surprise for 
them. As soon as our scout 
came running back with the 
news that they had arrived, we 
emptied our packs of the chains 
and handcuffs, and began phase 
II of our plan. We quickly 
bound ourselves to the 
bulldozer. Our ploy worked. 
The sheriff sent a man all the 
way back to town for a set of 
bolt cutters. By the time he 
returned, cut us loose, and we 
were hauled away, we had suc- 
ceeded in delaying construction 
for 4>/ 2 hours. 

We spent about 2 hours in 
jail, before being released on 
our own recognizance. We will 
go to court to face a charge of 
criminal mischief. But our 
blockade was a success, and the 
consequences were expected. 
Other affinity groups are for- 
ming, other strategies will be 
employed, and construction will 
halt more often, and for longer 
periods of time. At least, that is 
our hope. We feel in our hearts 
that we have contributed to a 


great cause, and helped with 
the advent of a new tactic in the 
protection of wilderness in 
America: Direct Action. We are 
confident that ours was not an 
act of futility, but a show of 
force, of power, and that in the 
end, the beautiful North 
Kalmiopsis will be saved. 

# 3 by Doug Norlen 

The following is a personal ac- 
count of the Tuesday, May 10 
blockade which caused a one- 
hour shutdown of construction 
of the Bald Mountain road in 
the Kalmiopsis region. 

Molly Campbell, William 
Smith, Peter Swanson, Diana 
Warren and I stood just above 
the road getting ready for our 
action. Stay calm. Deep 
breaths. Relax. Concentrate. 
Pray. Pull together! Ready, set, 
go! Ayess!!! 

The five of us jumped down a 
steep fifteen foot embankment 
that was gouged into the 
mountainside to make room for 


Photos by Frank Siler 

the logging roadbed. Two 
photographers, Frank and 
Karin followed, sliding and 
bouncing down to the roadbed. 
A third photographer, Omo re- 
mained perched safely above 
the roadway at a spot he later 
described as “a good vantage 
point to take pictures.” The 
driver of the bulldozer was 
working a sharp corner turnout 
in the road about 20 yards 
down from where we descended. 
He saw us at once and his eyes 
bulged out. He reacted instant- 
ly by calling and waving to a 
giant earthmover driver who 
was dumping a load of dirt to 
build up the corner. The earth- 
mover driver immediately park- 
ed his machine, jumped out and 
ran by us to a white Plumley 
Company truck parked just up 
the road from us. 

The Catskinner grabbed a 
quick gear and started down 
the road away from us. It ap- 
peared to me that he was 
frightened and was leaving to 
call the sheriff. However, when 


he was just about completely 
around the corner, he appeared 
to have a change of emotions. 
He turned his dozer around and 
headed back towards the corner 
between us. He drove his dozer 
at a fast clip and began fran- 
tically working the corner 
again. The five of us linked 
arms and approached him. 

As we approached the cat the 
driver in the Plumley Company 
truck drove past us to call the 
sheriff. 

The dozer driver put his ma- 
chine into reverse and backed 
towards us. He kept coming 
back and when his dozer was at 
arm’s length to us, we stopped. 
He did not. He kept backing his 
dozer into us and we were forc- 
ed backwards by the machine. 

“You better get the hell out 
of here if you don’t want to get 
killed!” he screamed as he 
pointed at us vindictively. 



Fred Brown 


It was then that I saw the 
man, saw his face clearly. He 
was wearing an Irish beret 
tilted to the right. He had very 
distinct Irish features with 
high cheekbones and a rolling 
chin. His eyes were red and in- 
tense, showing extreme anger 
and equally extreme fear. His 
lips quivered rapidly as he 
screamed at us. He seemed to 
be losing control. 

After forcing us back about 
20 feet he went forward toward 
the corner. The five of us 
regrouped and relinked our 
arms. The dozer shifted back in- 
to reverse and started at us 
again. 
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EF! T-SHIRTS 

FUCK BECHTEL-designed 
by Bill Turk. Blue with red and 
black “Bechtel Logo”— 100% 
cotton. 

EARTH FIRST! — Green with 
white logo or yellow with green 
logo — 100% cotton. 

DEFEND THE WILDER- 
NESS — Drawing by Bill Turk. 
Black with silver design. 100% 
cotton. NEW! — white with black 
design. 100% cotton. 

THE CRACKING OF GLEN 
CANYON DAMN-Drawing 
by Jim Stiles. Blue or tan — 75% 
cotton/25% polyester. 


NEW ITEM [ ABOUT EARTH FIRST! 



James Watt Voodoo Dolls 
From Grand Illusions conies 
THE BUREAUCRAT PIN 
CUSHION DOLL. A six inch 
doll complete with three pins 
and instructions. Environmen- 
talists give him a pain in the 
neck, where do vou give him a 
pain? Send $7.00 (plus $1 ship- 
ping to EF POB 235, Ely, 
Nevada 89301. 


D£r£ilD 


THE 

wumess 


There are two Earth First's. One is the grassroots movement without structure, heirarchy, organization, 
or bureaucracy. The other is Earth First!: The Radical Environmental Journal which you hold in your 
hands. EF!, the paper, is an independent entity within the broad EF! movement and is designed to act as a 
communications medium for radical environmentalists. This way the EARTH FIRST! movementdoes not 
have to deal with the legal system or the burdens of organization. This arrangement is our solution to the 
problem of an anarchist group. The editorial policy of EF!, the publication, is set by The Circle, a group of 
thirteen active Earth First.'ers around the country. They oversee our operation on a volunteer basis. Your 
subscription money, purchases of EF! snake oil & trinkets, and contributions fund the publishing of this 
paper. AH additional money (“profit”) will be granted to various aspects of the EF! movement to aid in our 
cause to preserve the green beauty and diversity of our Mother Earth. Please subscribe or resubscribe toda \j! 



Address 


The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use an alias. 


NEW EARTH FIRST! CAMOUFLAGE BASEBALL CAPS. Sturdy, 

American made, green camouflage caps with the EF! logo in white ink. 
$7 postpaid. 


ED ABBEY BOOKS 

We now have a new batch of Ed 
by Cactus Ed himself as a fund 

Monkeywrench Gang 
Desert Solitaire 
Down the River 
The Journey Home 
Good News 
The Brave Cowboy 
Fire on the Mountain 
Black Sun 


Abbey books, especially autographed 
raiser for EF! 

$6 postpaid 
$0 postpaid 

$10 postpaid (large paperback) 
$11 (hardback) postpaid 
$11 (hardback) postpaid 
$6 postpaid ______ 

$t> postpaid 
$6 postpaid 


PRICES FOR EARTH! FIRST TRINKETS 


postpaid wholesale* 
prices prices 


T-shirts 

Bumperstickers 
Silent Agitators (ten) 

Monkeywrenches 
EF! Camouflage Baseball Caps 
EF! Monkeywrench Key Chains 
1983 Earth First! Calendars 
1983 Western Wilderness Calendars 
USGS Topographic Maps 


EARTH FIRST! TRINKETS ORDER FORM 

Make out checks to “Earth First!” or send cash. Mail to: Earth First! 
POB23o, Ely, NV 89301. Write us for details on bulk orders. Please 
send cash for orders of $5 or less. Please allow 5 weeks for delivery 
(contact us if it has not been received by then). First class delivery 
can be arranged. 

OK, here s $ Send me the following: 

EF! T-shirt(s), Size(s) & Color(s) 

Glen Canyon Damn T-shirt(s), Size(s) & Color(s) 

Defend the Wilderness T-shirt(s), Size(s) & Color(s) 

Fuck Bechtel T-shirt(s), Size(s) 

Bumperstickei - (s): Indicate size and quantity 

Silent Agitators: Indicate kind and quantity 

Little Green Songbook(s) 

Monkey wrench(es) 

EF! Camouflage Baseball Caps 

EF! Monkeywrench Key Chain(s) 

1983 Earth First! Calendar(s) 

1983 Western Wilderness Calendar(s) 

scalef T ° P0 MaPS (1 ‘ St a! P habetical, y b y state and indicate 
Ed Abbey Books (list) 


Extra Copies of Earth First! 

Available 

Spread the word about Earth 
First!. Contact us to arrange for 
extra copies of EF! to distribute 
locally. Everyone who has been 
getting extra copies of the paper 
needs to contact us and let us 
know how many copies to send 
you. (We don’t have the previous 
records.) 

Did you misplace a back issue 
of the Earth First! Newsletter? 
Are you a recent subscriber? 
Would you like to pass around 
back issues to drum up interest in 
EF!? You’re in luck. We have a 
number of back issues beginning 
with the Dec. 21, Yule Edition. 
Here’s a quick run-down on past 
articles: 

EF! Road 

Show overview, tree spiking, EF! 
Preserves. 

BFIGID Feb. 2: Oil and Gas 
leasing in Wilderness Areas, 
Dave Foreman’s EF! article re- 
printed from the Progress i re. 
EOSTAR RITUAL Mar. 20 
Nukedump in Canyonlands, 
Mardie Murie Interview, Glen 
Canyon Damn petition, Ned 
Ludd Books— what they’re all 
about, Coors boycott. 

BELTANE May 1: Little Granite 
rig and the Gros, Ventre, 
Gasquet-Orlean s (GO) Road, 
How seismic survey crews work, 
Jail: A Primer — preparing for 
civil disobedience arrest. 

LITH A June 21: McKinley Grove 
Redwoods Threatened, 22 Things 
to do as an EF!er. 
LUGHNASAD Aug. 1: Pete 
Dustrud resigns as Editor, RRR 
highlights, Rally for Redwoods 
and proposed dam on Dinkey 


Creek, Little Granite Stakes 
Pulled— Again. 

MABON Sept. 21: EF! and 
SAFE Crack Hetch-Hetchy, 
Environmental Strategy for '80s, 
“Road Spiking,” Marshall’s 1936 
Roadless Area Inventory, Update 
on Little Granite 
SAMHAIN Nov. 1: BLM wil- 
derness inventory in Utah 
exposed. Abbey on Books and 
Gurus, Closing Roads* Forest 
Service Assault on Big Wilder- 
ness. Nuclear War as an Ecolo- 
gical Issue. Guidelines on EF! 
Wilderness Proposals. 

YULE/BR1GID Dec 21: Battle 
of Salt Creek, Nightcap, Bisti. 
Closing Roads (cont’d.), Primeval 
Wilderness Management, Earth 
Bonding (very few copies left). 

EOSTAR March 21. 1983: 
Franklin River, Salt Creek 
Arrests, Kalmiopsis and Siski- 
yous. Dedicuous Forest Preserve. 
Ned Ludd’s Tool Box: The 
Cutting Torch, Dismantle the 
Wilderness Act!, Road Show 
Diary. Bisti Circus. Creative 
Littering. 

BELTANE May 1, 1983: 
Kalmiopsis Blockade, Canyon 
Country issues. What You Can 
Do as an EF!er, How to Form a 
Local EF! Group, California 
Desert, Privatization, 
Australian Rainforest. 

Let us know which back issues 
you would like. Send 50<? for 1st 
Class postage for each newslet- 
ter, or appropriate 3rd Class 
postage for bulk orders. aSta^ i. 


BUMPERSTICKERS 

Long-lasting vinyl— white 
with green ink. Current slo- 
gans: 

EARTH FIRST! 

REDNECKS FOR WILDER- 
NESS 

BOYCOTT COORS “BEER” 
DAMN WATT, NOT RIVERS 
DRILL WATT. NOT WIL- 
DERNESS 
HAYDUKE LIVES 


MONKEYWRENCH 
KEY CHAINS 

Small, movable monkey- 
wrench on Key Chain with 
Earth First! logo in green on 
white tab. 

SILENT 

AGITATORS 

Fun to stick anywhere— bar, 
bathrooms, Freddie offices 
dead bulldozers, etc. 

EARTH FIRST! — Green EF! 
logo with words “EARTH 
FIRST! No Compromise in De- 
fense of Mother Earth” on white 
vinyl. Long lasting, no fade, 
hard to remove. 

COORS— Black words on yel- 
low paper: 

Coors is Anti-Earth 
Coors is Anti-Women 
Coors is Anti-Labor 
AND IT TASTES AWFUL! 
BOYCOTT COORS 


THE EARTH FIRST S.W.A.A.T TEAM (SAVE WILDERNESS AT ANY TIME) 
Phone ( ) 


. I am willing to engage in non-violent direct action to protect wilderness & Mother Earth 


. I need 


. days to be ready 


. I am willing to engage in actions almost anywhere 
I am willing to engage in actions for this area: I - 

. I’ll contact other S.W.A.A.T Team members in my area 

Here is $ for a special emergency fund to support EF! S.W.A.A.T. Team 

. Call me if you need an emergency donation or loan for direct action 
. I can loan you money for bail on short notice 
. I can help in this way(s): 


Include any other comments. 


Return to Earth First! PO Box 235. Ely. Nevada 89301 
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Look at your mailing label. If 
it's marked with red, this is 
your last issue unless you re- 
subscribe. If you have resub- 
scribed during the last month, 
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ONE DOLLAR 


;;BALD MT. ROAD STOPPED!! 



RRR Master of Ceremonies, T.A., and Mike Roselle celebrate 
restraining order against Bald Mountain Road. 

- David Cross Photo 


In a speedy and important de- 
cision on July 1, US District 
Judge James A. Redden of 
Eugene, Oregon, ordered the US 
Forest Service to immediately 
halt construction of the Bald 
Mountain timber road slicing 
through richly forested wilder- 
ness of the North Kalmiopsis 
Roadless Area in southwestern 
Oregon. Judge Redden was re- 
sponding to a request for a Tem- 
porary Restraining Order as part 
of a suit filed June 30 by 
Roseburg attorney Neal Kagan 
for Earth First!, the Oregon 
Natural Resources Council and 
nine southern Oregon residents. 

The historic suit is the first 
filed by environmental groups 
against the Forest Service’s 
shabby and improperly-done se- 
cond Roadless Area Review and 
Evaluation (RARE II). Earlier 
this year, the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals in San Fran- 
cisco ruled that the Forest Ser- 
vice’s 1979 Final Environmental 
Impact Statement on RARE II 
was inadequate in considering 
the environmental impact of 
development on roadless areas 
not selected by the Forest Ser- 
vice for wilderness recommenda- 
tion. The Court ordered the 
Forest Service not to undertake 
development activities in such 
areas until they had fully com- 
plied with NEPA. Many Nation- 
al Forests immediately sus- 
pended such plans but the Sis- 
kiyou National Forest insou- 
ciantly proceeded with granting 
a construction contract for the 
Bald Mountain timber road in 
the 113,000 acre North Kalmiop- 


ROUND RIVER RENDEZVOUS 


A funny thing happened on 
the way to the 4 th annual Round 
River Rendezvous - the Bald 
Mountain Road was stopped. In- 
itially planned to be a massive 
protest against the Forest Ser- 
vice’s plans for destruction of 
the North Kalmiopsis de facto 
wilderness and the largest-yet 
blockade of construction of the 
Bald Mountain Road, the Round 
River Rendezvous quickly 
turned into a joyous celebration 
of a Federal Court’s temporary 
restraining order against the 
road (see separate story). The 
court’s decision came late on Fri- 
day, July 1, just before the Ren- 
dezvous began. Ensconsed in the 
Casa del Rio bar in Grants Pass, 
Oregon, Mike Roselle, RRR or- 
ganizer, said between pitchers of 
Margaritas, “We’re going to par- 
ty this weekend! ” The seconding 
cheers of his cohorts made that 
clear. 

The Rendezvous was held un- 


der a Forest Service special use 
permit (that’s a whole story in 
itself) half an hour from Grants 
Pass along Taylor Creek in the 
Siskiyou National Forest. De- 
spite hangovers, RRR organ- 
izers arrived at the site Saturday 
morning, July 2, to greet early 
arrivals and begin preparations 
for the July 3 Big Trees Rally. A 
chain gang was formed with the 
recently- released- from- jail 
Berkeley blockade group and a 
fire line was constructed around 
the Rendezvous site as required 
by the permit. Old boards litter- 
ing the area were gathered for a 
campfire and barrels of water for 
possible fire control were loaded 
in Steve Marsden’s dumptruck. 
A crew constructed a plywood 
stage on top of bales of hay and 
erected a frame over it to hold a 
colorful parachute for sun and 
rain protection. The"Don’t Tread 
On Me” and 48- star American 
Flags were hung with an Earth 


First! banner as backdrops. The 
EF! flag and Jolly Roger from 
the EF! Lake Foul Pirate Ship 
also graced the stage. 

Aided by heavy beer consump- 
tion, Jack Fisher of Chico, Cali- 
fornia, pulled-off a chicken bar-b- 
que for over 100 people Saturday 
night. The bar-b-que pit then 
turned into a campfire, musi- 
cians appeared, beer flowed and 
the judge’s decision was cele- 
brated. Rendezvous radio moni- 

INSIDE 

• More on Kalmiopsis 

- pages 5 & 6 

• Rainforests - pages 10 & 11 

• Watt Enters Coyote, 

- Page 12 


sis Roadless Area, considered by 
many to be the finest unprotect- 
ed wild area on the Pacific Coast. 

This outlaw act by the Sis- 
kiyou National Forest spurred 
the Earth First! blockade of the 
Bald Mountain Road this spring 
and summer in which 44 persons 
in seven separate incidents have 
been arrested for peacefully 
blocking construction of the il- 
legal road. Marcy Willow of Ore- 
gon Earth First! said, “Judge 
Redden’s decision on the re- 
straining order proves our point 
that the blockaders are not the 
law violaters but that the crimi- 
nals are the Forest Service.” 

Ric Bailey said that Judge 
Redden’s decision should be 
grounds for overturning Oregon 
State Judge O’Neill’s decisions 
in ordering blockaders to pay 
restitution to Plumley Construc- 
tion Company for downtime 
caused by the blockade (no one 
has yet paid restitution) and pro- 
hibiting them from entering Na- 
tional Forest land for a year (in a 
clearly unconstitutional ruling 
Judge O’Neill prohibited Dave 
Foreman from setting foot on 
any National Forest land in the 
United States and has ordered 
several other blockaders to stay 
off all National Forest land in 
Oregon). 

Dave Foreman suggested that 
given Judge Redden’s ruling 
perhaps Siskiyou Forest Super- 
visor Bill Covey should be the 
one in jail and that the Forest 
Service should be required to 
pay restitution to the blockaders 
for all their expenses in fighting 
the criminal acts of the Forest 


Service. He said Earth First! 
would be happy to bid on a For- 
est Service contract to reclaim 
the illegal road. 

On July 6, Judge Redden 
heard testimony from Plumly 
Construction Company on why 
the TRO should not be con- 
tinued. He continued the TRO 
until July 13 when he scheduled 
a full hearing on whether the in- 
junction against the road should 
be made permanent. 

- FLASH - 

On July 13, Judge 
Redden issued the 
injunction against 
construction of the 
Bald Mountain Road 


THANK YOU! 

Earth First !ers may not be 
rich, but you all ain’t cheap. The 
response to Ken Sanders' fund 
appeal letter was overwhelming. 
It allowed us to pay our immense 
phone bill, get out the last issue 
of EF! (and this one) and cover 
expenses on the Kalmiopsis 
Blockade. Thank you alL Your 
show of support gave much en- 
couragement to all of us. We 
hope we don’t have to make such 
an extraordinary appeal for 
funds very often. But it’s good to 
know you all are out there when 
we do! 



David & Windsong at Rendezvous. 


• Dear Ned Ludd, Page 13 


- David Cross Photo 
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Ahh, victory is sweet. Our at- 
least-temporary shut-down of 
the Bald Mountain Road in Ore- 
gon proves you should never 
give up. At the beginning of this 
year, the battle was over. Con- 
servationists in Oregon accepted 
the road as an accomplished fact. 
Nobody planned to do anything. 
Six months later, after 44 ar- 
rests, on July 1, the road was 
stopped. It demonstrates what 
perseverence and a positive at- 
titude can do, how important it is 
to dare the impossible. 

Amidst the glow of victory, 
there are important questions. 
Howie Wolke in his Grizzly Den 
next issue raises some of them. 
Others will be voiced from the 
opposite point of view by some 
members of the Kalmiopsis Ac- 
tion Alliance - they are con- 
cerned about the combative at- 
titude of Earth First!, our use of 
the green fist and monkey- 
wrench as symbols. Yes, there 
are differences. Differences in 
worldview, in strategy, in tac- 
tics, in style, in taste. (In an 
essay in this issue, Doc Raccoon 
questions the efficacy of “bad” 
taste.) Important questions. 
And we will be derelict in the 
cause for Mother Earth if we at- 
tempt to gloss them over, sweep 
them under the rug, hope they 
will go away if we ignore them. I 
would like to deal with those 
questions in a thoughtful, yet 
passionate, discussion in the 


September 23 issue of Earth 
First!. This is an invitation for 
such comments. The deadline is 
September 10. (The next issue 
will be a couple of weeks late 
because of my trip to Alaska in 
early September.) We also will 
bring a complete report from Ric 
Bailey on the Kalmiopsis Block- 
ade in that issue. It just wasn’t 
possible to properly cover it all 
this time. 

Let me say now, however, that 
I am more attracted to the pro- 
position that a smaller group in 
strong agreement on worldview, 
tactics, goals and the like is more 
powerful and effective than a 
broader-based coalition with dif- 
ferent factions. Consensus can 
work, yes, but'hoTVefy well if 
you’re always squabbling. Any 
consensus in that case is reduced 
to something on which everyone 
can agree - in a widely diverse 


group that is pablum. Earth 
First! may not be able to encom- 
pass the entire militant wing of 
the environmental movement. 
We are what we are. I’ll expand 
on these thoughts in the next 
issue. 

Our special feature this issue is 
the world’s endangered rain- 
forests - the lungs of the world, 
the womb of life, the center of 
evolution, the home of over half 
the species on the planet - and 
the most endangered eco- 
systems on Earth. John Seed of 
Australia is begirilflfig' an inter- 
national campaign foiTramforest 
preservation. EartKTirst! willbe 
a'key part of it. We are coming 
into contact with others in- 
terested in preventing this 
mushrooming tragedy - native 
peoples in the South Pacific, the 
Japan Green Party, the South 
American Indian CounclTTfur 
researchers are continuing to in- 
vestigate the role of American 
fastrfood burger joints in con- 
verting the Latin American rain- 
forest to beef pasture. We will be 
presenting a fall report soon and 
developing plans for action in 
this country. 

The battle grows. It is over- 
whelming. With each tussle we 
discover the greater venality of 
those who see Earth as “re- 
sources”. They are the Capital- 
ist-Commu nist IndustriSTMaria - 
gers^^the two-Headedfmonster 
“’ Capic om” as Ramiro Reynaga 
BufgpTof the South American 
Indian Council calls it. But we 
cannot be intimidated. We must 
fight. We must be strong. Read 
Marcy Willow’s editorial in this 
issue. 



JOHN ZAELIT 


CORREX 

We hate to disappoint you, but 
even Earth First! isn’t perfect. 
The cover shot of the EF! Lake 
Foul Pirate Ship in last issue was 
taken by Rich Warnick. Dan 
Miller took the shot of the pasty 
White Shellfish Called 666 with 
the Lake Foul article. We mis- 
spelled the name of the daring 
photog who captured the bull- 
dozer assault on the Kalmiopsis 
blockaders. It is Frank Silow, 
not Siler. And finally (we hope), 
we neglected to credit T.A. with 
the photos of the first Kalmiop- 
sis Blockade. 


Letters to the Editor 

Letters to the editor are 
encouraged. Lengthy letters 
may be edited for space re- 
quirements. Be sure to indicate 
if you wish your name and loca- 
tion to appear. Send to PO Box 
235, Ely, NV 89301. 


Dear Earth First! 

I’ve been sitting here trying to 
think of ways to help out in your 
efforts to save western wilder- 
ness areas while reading all the 
back issues of your paper and I 
think I’ve gotten a real idea. 
Why not have us Eastern EF! 
types form SWAAT teams of a 
sort to go to Washington D.C. to 
picket and protest at the BLM 
and dear old Jim Watt’s office at 
the same time you guys are stan- 
ding in front of bulldozers, etc. 
Pass out literature on the crisis 
area, tell the in-town news types 
why we’re there, visit the rele- 
vant Congressmen, etc. Any east 
coast EF! people that want to 
talk about it and ACT can get in 
touch with me. 

Lee Few 

7610 Glenolden Place 
Manassas, VA 22111 
(703) 361-2239 


EARTH FIRST 
Lughnasad Edition 
August 1, 1983 
Vol. Ill, No. VI 

Earth First! is a publication of 
The Circle of Darkness. Entire 
contents are copyrighted, 1982, 
but we’re more than happy to 
allow reprinting if credit is 
given. Earth First! is a forum for 
the radical environmental move- 
ment and responsibility rests 
with the respective authors and 
correspondents. While Earth 
First! does not accept the author- 
ity of the heirarchical state, 
nothing herein is intended to run 
us aloui ot its police power 
Agents prorocateurs will be 
dealt with by the Grizzly Defense 
League on the Mirror Plateau. 

Contributions are welcomed 
and should be typed or carefully 
printed, double-spaced, and sent 
with an SASE. All contributions 
should be sent to POB 235, Ely, 
Nevada 89301 except for poetry 
which should go to Art Good- 
times, POB 1008, Telluride, CO 
84135. 

Dave Foreman, Editor 
Wildcat Annie, Merchandise & 

Subscription Manager 
Mike Roselle, Assistant Editor 
Bill Devall, Associate Editor 
Art Goodtimes, Poetry Editor 
John Seed, Australian 

Correspondent 
Rick Davis, Japanese 

Correspondent 

Staff: Marcy Willow, Spurs 
Jackson, Marc Brown, Jim 
Stiles, John Zaelit, Mad Jack, 
Jim Tayor 

Mailing: Jackson Hole EF! 


Dear EF!, 

Hey, that cartoon you sent, 
“Forest Service Sucks!”, isn’t 
going to win us any friends. I’ve 
been trying to get some friends 
to join but they are too reserved, 
too conservative, for that kind of 
approach. It turns a lot of envir- 
onmentalists off, not on. 

—Texas— 

(Ed. note: Unfortunately, the 
Forest Service does suck. 
Although there are many fine 
people working for the Forest 
Service (and some are active 
Earth First! ers), the agency is 
on a holy war to rid America of 
her wilderness that is un- 
protected.) 

Dear EF!, 

Here’s $20. Use it for the 
Blockade Fund or whatever. 
First heard of Earth First! thru 
the Wisconsin Chapter of the Si- 
erra Club. We need, really need 
people like your group. Dave 
Foreman got my vote. It’s a 
damn shame we didn’t get him 
on the national Sierra Club 
Board. Keep trying, we might 
get him yet. This Gaither charac- 
ter from Utah appears to me to 
be a prime example of the equine 
paradox! Am 60 years of age and 
will soon retire and hopefully I 
can raise a little bit of hell in my 
declining years for worthwhile 
causes! 

—Wisconsin— 




Lexers 

to +he 
Edi+of 
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EDITORIAL: 

YOU 

by Marcy Willow 

During the Road Show in Cor- 
vallis a couple of weeks ago I 
heard a newspaper reporter ask 
Dave Foreman what was the 
most important thing, the most 
valuable thing, about Earth 
First! I didn’t hear what Dave’s 
answer was because I was think- 
ing; It’s the individual. The Per- 
son. You. Sitting here on the 
grass, fingers in the daisies, on 
these ancient new-born hills. 

Here you are, at the fourth an- 
nual Round River Rendezvous, 
not because you belong to a 
“conservation group” - this 
ain’t no conservation group - 
but because you’re an Earth 
First! er. How did you become an 
Earth First! er? How did that 
happen? Most likely you didn’t 
go looking for Earth First! EF! 
probably stampeded past one 
day - like it stampeded into an 
Oregon Natural Resources 
Council conference one day, 
wholly disrupting the order and 
semblance of respectability; 
shocking many of the people 
there, but grabbing your emo- 
tions by the throat and shaking 
you - you all the while saying to 
yourself: “This is for me!” And 
then they left. You looked 
around you and the seirraclub- 
audubonetceterarespectablecon- 
servationists were back strug- 
gling with their jello molds, talk- 
ing about .... So you went out in- 
to the desert to the top of 
Coyote Butte, and your heart j 
slammed against all the con- 
straints .... You stood on Coyote 
Butte, passionate misfit in the 
selfish world of moderation and 
compromise. 

Later you invite friends to 
come down to the Kalmiopsis 
blockade. Some decline. They 
say they don’t know it’s right 
You say, but it is right! They 
say they don’t know that. You 
are surprised, disappointed. You 
are different. What do you have 
that they don’t? Well, for one, 
you’ve got a body that can stop 
a bulldozer. 

And so you put it to the test. 
And it worked - didn’t it, Mike? 
Even though the machines could 
kill you, and, for some of you, 
they almost did. Then they put 
you in jail. 

Next thing you know, you’re 
talking to television cameras 
and reporters. You probably got 
asked: “For what reason do you 
participate in the blockade?” 
What’s the answer to that? You 
can answer with a list of wilder- 
ness resources, endangered 
species, etc. But really, it’s a 
non-question. We need no 
reasons. There are no reasons. In 
so many ways it’s all irrational 
and unproveable. If you must 
say anything, you say: for the 
sake of wildness. 

If there is any question at all 
it is (to adapt John Muir’s 
phrase): Who wouldn't be an 
Earth First! er? 

You come to the Kalmiopsis 
Wilderness and you bare your 
heart. You respond to Nature, 
totally. You speak the truth to 
those who will listen. Someone 
may say: You’re too serious. 
You’re too intense. But there is 
no other way. You’re said to be 
crazy. Your family disowns you. 
But here you are, leaping into 
the fray. Why? 

Ashley Montagu wrote: “To 
be cut off from the wilderness is 
to suffer a spiritual impoverish- 
ment and a curtailment of life....” 


You couldn’t stand that. That 
can’t be allowed. For no matter 
how alone you get, as long as 
there is the Wilderness, there is 
wild Nature, who is your 
mother, your child, your lover; 
ancient, new-born, and the same 
age as you. From your lips 
comes a certain knowledge. You 
will fight for Wilderness, “tree 
by tree” if you have to. A des- 
perate statement. 

I heard someone say to one 
EF!er yesterday, “You’re dif- 
ferent from six years ago, you’re 
bolder.” See? That’s what Earth 
First! will do to you. EF!ers came 
running up from the creek last 
night yelling “strong! strong!” 
We are, aren’t we? Being in- 
volved in Earth First! one thing 
you are coming to know is the 
strength that is in you. (That is 
what the enemy is coming to 
know, too.) You’re building up 
your biggest muscle - your 
heart. This strength of heart is 
stronger than all the bulldozers 
in the world. 

Someone said: Don’t be so sen 
ious. “Who me?” you might say - 
with justification: I saw you last 
night dancing in the firelight; I 
see you now drinking beer in the 
sun. Next week you may face 
down a bulldozer, testify at a 
hearing, face a judge. 

Herman Melville w rote (and I 
think he wrote it about an 

EF!er): 

“As for small difficulties and ( 
worryings, prospects of sudden I 
disaster, penl of life and limb; all 
these, and death itself, seem to 
him only sly, good-natured hits, 
and jolly punches in the side! 
bestowed by an unseen and un- 
accountable old joker . . . There 
is nothing like the perils of the 
wilderness to breed this free and 
easy sort of genial , desperado 
p hiloso phy.” ‘ 

Thepefils of the w ilderness 
are now in the defense of it. 

Gary Snyder wrote) in “To- 
morrow’s Song,”: 

Grasp the tools and move 
in rhythm side by side 
flash gleams of wit 
and silent knowledge 
eye to eye 


gentle and innocent as wolves 

as tricky as a prince. 

At work and in our place: 
in the service 
of the wilderness 
of life 
of death 

of Mother’s breasts! 

So why are you an Earth 
First!er? You don’t have to ever 
answer that. But ultimately I 
think the answer is what 
William Shakespeare called “ an 
e ver-fixed mark/That l ooks on 
tempests and is never shaken.” 

You’re a hero and the whole 
world is in awe. You stopped the 
road. 

I From a speech delivered at the 
Round River Rendezvous.) 


Letters, coni i lined 

Dear EF!. 

Just wanted to send a little 
money and express my ap- 
preciation to you. You are 
bravely fighting a battle for me 
and for others who are 
apathetic. If it weren't for you, 
the road in the Kalmiopsis 
would be in and paved and the 
trees leaving that beautiful 
place. Thank you again, a thou- 
sand times. My prayers are with 
you all. 

— Portland— 


CAT TRACKS 

by Chim Blea 

REDUCING POPULATION 


As I've written previously in 
these pages, there are too many 
of us. I don't think I’m exag- 
gerating in saying that all of the 
problems of the human race are 
either caused or exacerbated by 
overpopulation and its rushing 
increase. Pollution, “resource” 
overuse & depletion, war, tyran- 
ny, loss of freedom 1 free dom is 
inversely propo rtional to popula- 
tion density) and. most, impor- 
tantly, "destruction of natural 
diversity and the life support 
systems of Earth are results of 
human overpopulation. It is not 
enough to slow the rate of popu- 
lation gain or even to stabilize it. 
We must reduce the population 
of Homo sapiens - significantly 
and quickly - or it will be reduc- 
ed for us in one of several very 
unpleasant ways: war, plague, 
famine, natural disasters, social 
collapse or a combination of 
these horsemen of the Apoca- 
lypse. Worth y goals for stable 
human population mav~~ be 50_ 
million in the United States anc f 
jewgrthan a billion worlcTwi d e. 

How aowe geTTKere? To be- 
gin with, here are some relative- 
ly painless, simple actions: 

1) Detailed and positive educa- 
tion on birth control and non- 
parenting beginning in elemen- 
tary school. 

2) Free contraceptives to anyone 
who requests them. 


3) Free abortion without restric- 
tions. 

4) Free - no, make that , subsi- 
diz ed -steri lizatio n. Give 
■Anyone who elects to be steriliz- 
ed $ 5000 if they are not a parent 
and a decreasing amOUniT based 
~on the number of children 
t hey ’ ve produce d. — 1 — ~ 

/5>) No food exports or foreign aicT ' 
/ to countries who have not in- 
stituted a serious population 
^redu ction strate gy. - 

b JTax^nalitesTsrha^un gcHnd- 
reii ( higher income tax~eXPrnp- 
tion for those without children). 

7) No welfare payments or food 
stamps to parents who produce 
more than two children (grand- 
father-in all prior parents so 
they are not penalized). 

8) Prohibition of further im- 
migration into the United States 
with minor exceptions (such as 
part-American children in 
Southeast Asia). 

9) R estriction of the excessive 
m ainta inencs.-of life (p se of ex 7 
pens ive life-support machines 
for those cl ea rly fated to die 
f rom old age! disease. Birth 


defectsTaccidents, etc.). 

10) Capital punishment for mur- 
der, rape, kidnapping and other 
violent crimes. 

11) Mandatory sterilization for 
all people with genetic defects or 
those unfit to be parents. 

12) Legalization and “humaniza- 



tion” of suicide. 

Many would consider these 
relatively simple measures 
heavyhanded but even they are 
thoroughly insufficient to effec- 
tively reduce population. We are 
in an emergency situation and 
sterner measures are required. I f 
we are not willing to be stern, 
then we may as well hang it all 
up and enjoy our last days be- 
cause nothing else - on any issue 
- is going to accomplish 
anything. What is really needed 
is to: 

1) Give every woman the right 
to one child. 

2) Offer a $20,000 payment to 
anyone willing to be sterilized 
without producing any children. 

3) Make st erilization man datory 
for" ~att-'K%men and men~after 
thev"hav e~parented one .child. 
Snythfrrg else"ls pissing in the 
wind. 


Dear EF!, 

I feel that I have finally found 
a group (loosely organized, thank 
god) that has reached a conclu- 
sion in common with me, to wit: 
talk is cheap. If we allow our- 
selves to be bogged down in try- 
ing to establish a “dialogue” 
with the despoilers of the land, 
then one day we’ll wake up only 
to realize that “dialogue-ing 
wasn’t worth diddly-squat and 
that we’ve sold out our birth- 
rights on this Earth for a mess of 
pottage/wattage. 

I would like to be a local EF! 
contact. In South Jersey where I 
live, we have the Pine Barrens. It 
should be recognized as the im- 
portant place that it is and de- 
velopment there “discouraged” 
by whatever means necessary. I 
hope that other like-minded peo- 
ple will get in touch with me. 

Bob Philbin 

Box 698 Meadow Ave 

RD #2 

Blackwood, NJ 08012 
(609) 227-8248 


OK, Kids, 

I don’t know what you're up 
to exactly, but it sounds like 
something that needs some 
chickenshit support from can- 
dy asses like me so here’s my ten 
bucks, no here’s fifteen. 
-Utah- 

Dear EF! 

How can anyone not con- 
tribute after getting Ken 
Sanders' letter! 

Keep the cutting edge sharp! 

Sacramento, CA 


Dear Dave, 

What a fine edition of Earth 
First! The Wilderness Preserve 
System article and map were 
well worth waiting for. A Cum- 
berland Plateau Preserve in Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee is a must 
and would include communities 
unlike those in the Appalachians 
to the East. I have some familiar- 
ity with the area and with people 
doing work there, so I’ll draw up 
a proposal as soon as I can find 
the time to gather the resources 
together. It will protect such 
things as endangered gray bat 
caves, gorge systems where 
peregrine falcons formerly 
nested (and could be reintro- 
duced) and virgin mixed meso- 
phytic forest tracts. I hope some- 
one will put together proposals 
for northern Wisconsin and the 
Upper Pennisula of Michigan 
where wilderness could also be 
realistically re-created. 

Reed Noss, Ohio 

Dear EF! , 

Motorcyclists think that the 
biggest obstacle to running the 
Barstow-Las Vegas motorcycle 
race next Thanksgiving is a law 
suit by the Sierra Club. Perhaps 
EF! could create a bigger 
obstacle? A lot could be done to 
make the ride a lasting memory. 
Remember, those turkeys will 
be heading through a couple of 
BLM-reject Wilderness Study 
Areas, not to mention other 
splendid desert lands scheduled 
by BLM for accelerated Multi- 
ple Abuse. 

—California— 

(ED. note: Earth First! is dis- 
cussing various ways to oppose 
the infamous Barstow-Vegas 


Vegas dirt bike race. Anyone 
with ideas or willing to help 
should contact us.) 

Dear EF!* 

Your paper is much ap- 
preciated among the volunteers 
who’s sentiments are eco- 
oriented. Admittedly your first 
issue is worse for wear following 
a rather nasty hurricane we had. 

Fiji, although Third World, is 
not entirely without an en- 
vironmental conscience. This 
comes from a respect for natural 
things born of 2000 years of liv- 
ing off and worshipping the 
land. The religion is now 
Methodism and I’m afraid 
monetary greed interferes with 
reverence for Ma Earth. Also 
half the population now is East 
Indian and I can tell you 
Ecology ain’t in their 
vocabulary. They are more than 
a little money hungry. 

Another problem is that the 
South Seas have by tradition 
been a throw-away society. If 
you can toss old flowers and used 
hatching, why not cans, sewage 
and pesticides? Ecology will 
have to be learned first. So far 
they are not guilty on the 
grounds of ignorance. 

We should think poorly of the 
French. The Fijians sure do. 
Despite unified Pacific protest, 
atolls are still being used for 
nuclear tests in the Marquesas. 
A little more protesting from 
Australia could do the trick. The 
natives gave permission to the 
French for the use of the small 
(to them useless) atolls as they 
were told it would be for “the 
good of humanity and to end all 
wars.” Or some such. 

Ni sa mothe, 

Fiji 

Letters continued on page 14. 
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ROUND RIVER 
RENDEZVOUS (cont.) 

tors picked up a Forest Service 
radio call to the Josephine Coun- 
ty Sheriff’s Department (the 
Freddies had stationed ob- 
servers near the site) that went 
something like this: Forest Ser- 
vice: Assistance requested! 
Assistance requested! We be- 
lieve we have identified several 
probation violators at the Ren- 
dezvous. (Many of the arrested 
blockaders had been ordered by 
local courts not to enter Forest 
Service land for a year.) Sheriff’s 
Department: Give us a break! 
We don’t have the manpower to 
come out on the 4th of July 
weekend and try to arrest them! 

On Sunday, Forest Service law 
enforcement agents wrote down 
license plate numbers and shot 
roll after roll of film with tele- 
photo lenses from the ridge. One 
Freddie cop (from the Siuslaw 
National Forest) even wandered 
through the Rendezvous taking 
pictures at one point. 

Mike Roselle visited the 
authorities keeping watch up on 
the road. They told him there 
were threats of loggers raiding 
the Rendezvous (Siskiyou 
Forest mouthpiece Warren 
Olney had earlier claimed, 
without substantiation, that he 
had been deluged with calls pro- 
testing a Forest Service permit 
for the RRR). Roselle told the 
cops that the loggers would be 

W 


better off walking through a 
lions’ den wearing pork chop 
underwear. 

Finishing touches were made 
to the stage on Sunday morn- 
ing, July 3. Mitch Wyss, river 
outfitter from Chico, California, 
set up his stake-bed truck as the 
Earth First! trinkets and snake- 
oil market and hawked t-shirts, 
bumper-stickers and calendars. 
During the day, the crowd grew 
to 300 with all the Western 
states represented. Nearly 
everyone sported an Earth 
First! tatoo on some part of 
their anatomy thanks to a wit 
with a stencil and airbrush. T.A., 
master of ceremonies in top hat 
and tails from Cave Jet., began 
the program at 1 1:30. He warned 
the audience, assembled in the 
grass and daisies, in the sun and 
under the shade of the big trees, 
that although Taylor Creek 
looked clean and cool and was 
fine to swim in, the Forest Ser- 
vice had sprayed herbicides 
upstream and the water was now 
carcinogenic and no one should 
drink from it. He recommended 
beer. T. A. also pointed to the two 
flags flying at opposite points on 
the front of the stage. He said 
the green Earth First! flag sym- 
bolized our plan for the National 
Forests while the skull & cross 
bones symbolized the Forest Ser- 
vice’s plans. 

“Wobblie Bob” Phillips of 
Moab, Utah, led the agenda with 
songs of protest and ecology in- 
cluding Pete Seeger’s “Gar- 
bage” and Woody Guthrie’s 
“This Land is Your Land.” Bob, 
who had warned officals in 
southern Utah in May that they 
had better enlarge jail facilities if 
the Canyonlands nuke dump 
was located there, told the Earth 
First! ers in Oregon about the 
nuke dump and that Earth First! 
would blockade it as they had 
done the Bald Mountain Road. 

Folksingers David and Wind- 
song of nearby Trillium Farm 
followed with their beautiful har- 
monies and guitar playing. They 
combined their own environmen- 
tal music with traditional 
folksongs. 


Prof. Bill Devall of Areata, 
California, spoke on Deep Eco- 
logy, Earth First! and Reinhabi- 
tation. Bill is one of the world’s 
leading developers of the Deep 
Ecology philosophy and the edi- 
tor of the forthcoming Dream 


Jonathan Richman and the Sierra Snowmen. 


Garden Press/Earth First! an- 
thology “Voices For Deep Eco- 
logy.” Devall discussed the dif- 
ferences between “shallow en- 
vironmentalism” and Deep Eco- 
logy, pointing out that Deep 
Ecology, the philosophy of 
Earth First!, is biocentric and 
based on John Muir’s central in- 
sight that humans are merely 
one of many species on Earth 
and that we have no right to be 
“Lord and master” over all. He 
urged the audience to re-inhabit 
their place - fit themselves into 
the ecological place and become 
part of it instead of twisting it to 
their own demands. 

Rock ‘n’ Roll recording star, 
Jonathan Richman and his band 
dazzled the celebration with per- 
formances of his songs including 
“Affection,” “Little Dinosaur” 
and “Abominable Snowman in 
the Supermarket.” He called the 
Earth Firs tiers out of the trees 
to come down close to the stage 
so he could sing without amplifi- 
cation and the background drone 
of the generator. After a 40 
minute set, the audience de- 
manded an encore. 

Andy Kerr, conservation dir- 
ector of the Oregon Natural Re- 
sources Council, discussed the 




The Blockaders (Kevin Everhart, Ric Bailey, Mike Roselle, and Steve Marsden) sing “Take Your 
Bulldozers Away.” 

- Photo by David Cross 

Page 4 EARTH FIRST! August 1, 1983 


histoiy of the fight to save the 
North Kalmiopsis area, Sen. 
Mark Hatfield’s opposition to it 
and the general politics of preser- 
ving old growth forests. He also 
explained the lawsuit filed by 
ONRC and Earth First! to stop 
the road. 

Despite a broken collarbone, 
Cecelia Ostrow of the Oregon 
Coast was able to play the guitar 
and dulcimer and sing her beau- 
tiful songs dedicated to the Big 
Trees of Oregon. Her musical elo- 
quence stirred everyone. 

Cecelia was followed by a 
shady group called The Block- 
aders, consisting of Ric Bailey, 
Mike Roselle, Marybeth Near- 
ing, Steve Marsden, Kevin 
Everhart and a suspicious- 
looking woman in a Groucho 
Marx mask. They sang their 
adaptation of the Australian 
bulldozer song 

Take your bulldozers from under 
our noses. 

We’re not as gutless as the 
sawmill supposes. 

Hands off our greenery, 

Take home your machinery. 
Take your bulldozers away. 
Timber beasts to the devil. 
Choke on your sawdust, 

You’re not on the level 
Save our forests forever. 

Take your bulldozers away. 

Despite the bad singing, the 
rowdy crowd loved the senti- 
ment expressed and demanded 
several refrains. The Blockaders 
were pleased to oblige. 

After a second set by David & 
Windsong, Marcy Willow took 
the stage with an eloquent dis- 
cussion of personal commit- 
ment. Her conclusion included a 
quote from Herman Melville: 
“As for small difficulties and 
worryings, prospects of sudden 
disaster, peril of life and limb: all 
these, and death itself, seem to 
him only sly, good-natured hits, 
and jolly punches in the side be- 
' stowed by an unseen and unac- 
countable old joker . . . There is 
nothing like the perils of the 
wilderness to breed this free and 
easy sort of genial, desperado 
philosophy.” 

Ric Bailey, Earth First! 
Wilderness Coordinator for Ore- 
gon, told the assembled mass 
about Sen. Mark Hatfield’s 
wilderness bill hearings for 
Oregon July 21 in Bend and 
August 25 in Salem. Although 
the witness list is by invitation 


- Photo by David Cross 

only, Bailey urged everyone to 
attend the hearing and join in 
demonstrations in support of 
saving the North Kalmiopsis 
Roadless Area. He said Sen. 
Hatfield held the key to stop- 
ping the Bald Mountain Road 
permanently and we had to 
reach him with our message. 

Dave Foreman told a true 
story about a hunting trip he 
and Mike Roselle had taken last 
fall with President Reagan, Jim 
Watt, John Crowell and Anne 
Gorsuch after environmental 
pussycats in Shenandoah Na- 
tional Park. Foreman then 
discussed the need for vision 
and said we should be bold 
enough to create the Forest Ser- 
vice that should be instead of 
reforming the Forest Service 
that is. He listed the points that 
should guide the management of 
our forest lands, including no 
cutting of old growth timber and 
no use of herbicides or pesticides 
in our forests. After his speech, 
Marcy Willow presented him 
with a t-shirt decorated with a 
tire track commemorating his 
run-in with the Plumley pick-up 
truck. 




m 
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Some wore disguises. 

- Photo by David Cross 








Senator Mark Hatfield will 
hold a hearing on a National 
Forest Wilderness Bill for 
Oregon on Thursday, August 25, 
in Salem. Among many other de- 
ficiencies, his bill does not add 
the crucial North Kalmiopsis 
Roadless Area to the existing 
Kalmiopsis Wilderness (Hat- 
field has been the strongest op- 
ponent of protecting the Bald 
Mountain/Silver Creek area.) 
For long-term protection of the 
North Kalmiopsis and to really 
stop the Bald Mountain Road 
for good, we must convince 
Mark Hatfield to do it. He holds 
the key. 

Earth First! hopes to organize 
a massive demonstration out- 
side the hearing in support of 
the North Kalmiopsis. Organize 
a carpool from your area, bring 
signs, be loud, be strong for the 
Kalmiopsis. 

• Call Marcy Willow 
342-7040, George Draffan, 
345-2392, or Thg Survival 
Center, 686-4356 in Eugene 
or your local Earth First! 
contact for more informa- 
tion. 


• WRITE Sen. Mark Hatfield 
(US Senate, Washington, DC 
20510) now and demand that 
the North Kalmiopsis area be 
added to the Kalmiopsis 
Wilderness and that the Bald 
Mountain Road be stopped 
forever. Send a copy of your 
letter or write a separate one 
to Senator Bob Packwood. If 
you live outside of Oregon 
send a copy of your letter to 
Hatfield to your own Sena- 
tors. 


RRR (cont.) 

By this time, shade was 
stretching across the hot 
meadow and the popular Rasco 
Brothers Band from Grants 
Pass took the stage. That was 
all the encouragement the 
motley crowd needed to begin 
dancing. The music continued 
with Rock Robin and The 
Toasters from Cave Jet. until 
dark. 

Throughout the day, the 
friendly deputies of the 
Josephine County Sheriff’s 
Department and Forest Service 
staff kept watch with binoculars 
over the disgusting celebration 
to insure that laws would not be 
broken and that environmental 
damage would not be done to 
the mowed hay field of English 
Cabin Meadows. For awhile, an 
upstanding member of the com- 
munity, Les Moore, joined the 
authorities at their perch. 

Special thanks to everyone 
who made the Rendezvous 
possible this year: We hope that 
that other 4th of July weekend 
environmental meeting ( in 
Aspen, Colorado) was as much 
fun. 


More Kalmiopsis Arrests 

Until the Kalmiopsis Block- 
ade ended with the Temporary 
Restraining Order against the 
Bald Mountain Road, there had 
been 44 arrests, in seven 
separate actions organized by 
Earth First! and the Kalmiopsis 
Action Alliance. We listed the 
blockaders from the first 5 ac- 
tions in our last issue. The 
following are those from the 
last two: 

June 7 Blockade 
from Southern Oregon 
T.A. Allen 
Heather Bamford 
Sally Clements 
Christie Dunn 
Bert Heagney 
Michael Humphrey 
Mark Kelz 
Christopher Nash 
Mike Perkins 
Bess Peterson 
Katherine Ronealio 
Shannon Rose 
June 30 Blockade 
from Berkeley, California 
Kevin Bixby 
Becky Blythe 
Ed Heske 
Peter Lippman 
Sally Miller 
Karen Pickett 


500 ATTEND EARTH 
FIRST! CONCERT IN EUGENE 


by Marcy Willow 


Earth First! 's first benefit 
concert hatched out Sunday, 
May 26 in Eugene, Oregon. 
“The Happening in Skinner’s 
Butte Park,” though a bit wob- 
bly at first, was soon flying 
high. 

None of us in Eugene had ever 
done a concert before and the 
organizing of it included at least 
a few expressions of doubt. 
Nevertheless, the diligent 
George Draffan lined up the 
entertainment and the site. In 
the week before the concert 
George, Doug Norlen, Molly 
Campbell, and I bedecked the 
town with posters, notified the 
press. 

The ongoing Kalmiopsis 
blockade was is in the news dai- 
ly. In the four days before the 
concert, Mike Roselle was away 
from the front lines, doing a 
whirlwind tour of Willamette 
Valley television and radio inter- 
views. He put in a plug for the 
concert at each one. 

Our Friday Concert Organ- 
izers meeting was more festive 
than originally expected - due to 
the large, full-color photograph 
of the four of us in the Eugene 
Register-Guard. (Not quite Roll- 
ing Stone, but it’s a start.) Sun- 
day morning of C-Day all Earth 
First! ers who were in town were 
invited to a “champagne 
brunch.” Most of the wonderful 
selection of culinary delights 
were gulped rather hastily as we 
(some of us, anyway) paced 
around still concert brainstorm- 
ing. (The outer weather had been 
cloudy/rainy all week. Reports 


predicted worse weather on Sun- 
day. We handled these threats 
by ignoring them.) At 1:30 p.m. 
Doug, Mike, Ric Bailey, and I 
fled the brunch and tore around 
town in Doug’s van, singing 50’s 
rock n’ roll songs, making the 
stops for bake sale donations. 

At 3 p.m., showtime, The Hap- 
pening began to look more like a 
disaster. But - perhaps because 
of the spontaneity and magni- 
tude of the calamities - we 
stayed calm; (maybe we were 
stunned): Only one member of 
the lead band showed up. The 
other band was missing entirely. 
At 3:05 Cecelia Ostrow had a 
bicycle wreck and broke her col- 
larbone. And most of the au- 
dience of five hundred plus were 
assembled on the grassy slopes, 
waiting. “The Galileos,” a small 
circus troupe, were present and 
accounted for, so they opened 
the show with some dazzling 
juggling and special Kalmiopsis 
skits. After “The Galileos,” our 
soundman George, of Mithran- 
dir, who was cool and profes- 
sional all day, played taped 
music for the crowd, until a 
woman with a guitar (Brenda 
Fernhout) stepped forward and 
volunteered to sing, and sang 
wonderfully. Another unsched- 
uled performer, a poet, gave a 
short reading. And then Abner, 
the sole member of “The Bur- 
ners”, gave a one-man show that 
the audience loved. 

Throughout the concert, the 
audience, responding with pos- 
itive fervor whenever Earth 
First! or the Kalmiopsis was 
mentioned, (George Draffan and 
I mentioned it often), was 
bright, relaxed, and attentive. It 


was obvious they were there for 
Earth First!. On my rounds with 
the donation bucket people often 
voiced their support, lauded the 
blockaders, and one fellow even 
offered to blow up Glen Canyon 
Dam. (Who could refuse that of- 
fer?) What they didn’t put in the 
donation bucket they spent at 
our merchandise tables, keeping 
our volunteer staff (several of 
whom I didn’t even know) flying 
around selling t-shirts, bumper 
stickers, etc. Our bake sale table 
(especially well-managed due to 
the smiling energy of A1 Gwinn) 
was lusciously-arrayed thanks 
(very special thanks) to our con- 
tributors: Poppi’s Greek Taver- 
na. The Excelsior Cafe, Humble 
Bagel Co., and many individual 
friends. 

Arousing Spirit got everyone 
on their feet. It was a sight: hun- 
dreds of brightly-clad people 
dancing on green slopes in the 
sunshine - oh yes, that, too, 
eventually showed and stayed 
with us. Rob McIntyre, Laurie 
Brown, and Cecelia Ostrow (un- 
daunted by her injury) did the 
finale: songs of Mother Earth. 

The highlight of the day came 
between The Burners and 
Arousing Spirt: The field mar- 
shall of the Kalmiopsis cam- 
paign, Mike Roselle, got on 
stage. He didn’t tell them 
anything - he asked them: 
“How many like wilderness?” 
“How many think we don’t have 
enough?” “How many think it’s 
worth direct action, nonviolent, 
civil disobedience to protect it?” 
The audience responded to each 
question with a positive roar. 
Mike said: “All right. That’s all 
I need to know.” 


Arousing Spirit performed at Eugene concert. 
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BLOCKADE #6 


by T.A. 

“A revolutionary's first duty 
is to stay out of jail Her second 
duty is to get out of jail once 
she's there. ” A popular creed of 
the 60's. 

Through several years spent 
leading an outlaw lifestyle. I’ve 
believed in, and lived by, those 
words. It took the Earth First! 
and Katmiopsis Action Alliance 
program of wilderness block- 
ades to force me to reevaluate 
it’s appropriateness for the 80 ’s. 

Each of the seven blockades of 
Bald Mountain Road construc- 
tion to date have had their uni- 
que aspects. I participated in 
the first two as photogra- 
pher/supporter. I had heard 
about, read about, and watched 
on television news the subse- 
quent three. 

But blockade number six, 
which took place on June 7, will 
remain special to me forever. On 
June 7, 1983, I was arrested for 
the first time in more than seven 
years. For many reasons, it was, 
and shall probably always 
remain, the easiest arrest I’ll 
take. I was arrested and jailed 
voluntarily. I refused release 
on my own recognizance. 

Being busted with 11 loved 
ones while trying to protect 
sacred ground from the ravag- 
ing practices of the U.S. Forest 
Service and corporate America 
didn’t hurt - it healed. 

The dozen arrested that day 
all live together in a small com- 
munity in the southern section 


of Josephine County, about an 
hour and a half from the con- 
struction site. 

Since the late 60’s we’ve work- 
ed together to establish a way of 
life and community based on 
love and cooperation - with each 
other, our institutions and the 
land - rather than hate and com- 
petition. The concepts and prac- 
tice of group concensus, non- 
violence and civil disobedience 
have been intricate to our lives, 
We made a tight, fun, strong 
and very serious affinity group. 

To establish a unique aspect 
of our own for our action we 
drew upon a tactic used four 
years earlier when we fought the 
forest service on herbicide 
spraying in our watershed. We ' 
hit them in waves. 

Because the sheriff’s depart- 
ment had become quite used to 
these actions, they had become 
increasingly efficient at lowering 
the “down time” at each subse- 
quent blockade by keeping of- 
ficers and some vehicles near the 
site most mornings. 

We were aware of this, but it 
took a minor fuck-up to spur our 
imaginations toward a solution. 

We had originally anticipated 
reaching road’s end by dawn, 
well ahead of the construction 
workers. Unfortunately, the 
route we had decided upon had a 
new “housing development” 
right in the middle of it - some 
of the workers had moved in 
three house trailers, and were 
apparently asleep in them. 

One person sneaked through 
their encampment, made his 


way around to the ridge op- 
posite us, and then, in the pitch 
dark of early morning, we 
bushwacked across a logged- 
over bowl toward his periodic 
flashlight signals. Soon we 
found the trailhead and hiked 
quickly towards the site. 

The time we lost, however, 
was enough that one catskinner, 
driving down alone, spotted 
some of us about a mile short of 
the end of the road. Quickly, we 
all found each other in the near- 
by woods, out of sight and ear 
shot. 

We know, of course, that by 
then there were undoubtedly 
deputies already on their way. 
We determined that if we of- 
fered up a group similar in size 
to how many had been spotted, 
we might be able to clear the 
area of police, and allow subse- 
quent blockaders to achieve 
more down time. 

Five people went immediately 
over the ridge and down onto 
the road. They surrounded the 
lead bulldozer before it could 
rape even an inch of new earth. 
They were arrested almost im- 
mediately and took the deputies 
to jail with them. 

The rest of us all curled up 
together on a bed of pine needles 
and napped. A few hours later, 
three more blockaders shut 
down construction on Bald 
Mountain Road. 

They were, of course, arrested 
- and then chained together to a 
tree to await transportation to 
the county jail. But after a short 
time, the two women in the 
group were taken separately to a 
waiting sheriffs car. 

After being driven away from 
the site, they were told to get 


out of the car, about 14 miles 
from the nearest highway. They 
refused to exit the car, insisting 
on being arrested. 

Sheriff’s deputies dragged 
them from the vehicle and 
presented them with citations to 
appear in court. Assumedly the 
officers believed they’d spend 
the better part of the remaining 
day walking. What they didn’t 
know was that we had a truck 
hidden in the woods just a short 
distance away. 

By the time the last of us were 
being transported from the 
scene, they were back out at the 
entrance to the construction 
area, in the truck, and followed 
us into town to make sure 
nobody else got “dumped”. 

Police radio reports overheard 
on our way into Grants Pass 
voiced fear that the two women 
might blockade the sheriff’s 
transport vehicles. 

The lone male blockader from 
the second group later told me 
that just about the time the 
deputy was driving him up to 
the county seat, he heard the 
radio report that four more 
blockaders had shut down con- 
struction. 

That was our third and final 
assault on equipment for the 
day. The last group’s natural 
sense of timing had been nearly 
perfect. Transport vehicles had 
to turn around and come all the 
way back out from Grants Pass. 

As the last blockaders slid 
over the cutbank to stand in 
front of the ugly dozer, the 
operator was busy looking over 
his shoulder, and didn’t see the 
EF!ers until we were in place, 
blocking his path. The frustra- 


tion of being faced with hand- 
holding, smiling blockaders for 
the third time in one day raged 
across his weathered face. 

As soon as we knew for cer- 
tain he’d seen us, we sat down in 
the soft earth about 15 yards in 
front of the cat. He raised his 
blade as high as possible, and 
began lumbering toward us. We 
were intimate with the underbel- 
ly of a massive D8, its giant 
blade over our heads, before he 
stopped. As he lowered the 
blade, we were forced to lean 
back in order to avoid perma- 
nent headaches. 

About a half hour later, we 
were arrested and chained 
together to await transportation 
to the county jail. As we started 
walking to the four wheel drive 
truck they’d brought in to lug us 
out of the construction area, big 
beautiful raindrops from a 
thunderstorm above began to 
fall. After a hot, dusty day of 
revolutionizing, it was a relief. 

However, when the rain turn- 
ed to hail, and we bounced 
around the back of the sliding 
truck, handcuffed behind our 
backs it became eminently un- 
comfortable. 

Two of our number were sick 
with colds for the following 
week. But none of us would 
presume to tell you it wasn’t 
worth it. 

Discomfort, jail time, court 
time, probation and fines were 
all repaid with great interest, 
when we received the restrain- 
ing order putting a halt to con- 
struction of the Bald Mountain 
Road. 

T.A. 



S*S|il 






EUGENE MARCHES FOR KALMIOPSIS 


by Marcy Willow 

About forty Earth First! ers 
gathered with placards and ban- 
ners at the University of Oregon 
and marched to the Forest Ser- 
vice headquarters to protest the 
Bald Mountain road. Many had 
just barely recovered from our 
benefit concert the day before. It 


was Monday, June 27, and the 
rally was to coincide with the 
Earth First! rally in Grants 
Pass. Our group consisted most- 
ly of people from Eugene and 
Corvallis, including representa- 
tives from Eugene Direct Action 
and Greenpeace. We were also 
fortunate to have with us one of 
the first persons arrested on the 
Bald Mountain road - Mike 


Roselle. 

Press photographers followed 
us as we marched and chanted 
our way downtown. We were 
met in the federal building 
courtyard by television cameras. 
The Freddies hid out on the 
third floor. We marched around 
and around chanting: “stop the 
road!" “save the Kalmiopsis!" 
and “stop cutting old growth!" 


Though we had no agenda, sev- 
eral persons leaped from the 
crowd, onto a low cement wall, 
with spontaneous orations. 
After Mike’s speech, he was in- 
terviewed by the TV newsmen. 

Though some people had had 
reservations about protesting at 
a forest service office other than 
the Siskiyou NF, those of us 
who participated knew it was 


worthwhile. It was a strong 
statement and it was heard. 

Earth First! ers in Oregon 
must thank the catalyst in the 
Kalmiopsis Blockade, Mike 
Roselle, not only for attending 
our rally - but for his leadership 
in the fight for the Kalmiopsis, 
for his courage, and for being 
there each time we needed him 
these past three months. 
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On June 16 I went to the na- 
tional office of the newly-formed 
Japan Green Party (Nihon 
Midori no To) in Osaka, Japan, 
where I talked for about three 
hours with Mr. Hayakusa Mi- 
noru, Mr. Koga Akira, and Mr. 
Koga Yoshio (names are in 
Japanese order, with surnames 
first). Although the idea comes 
from the West German Green 
Party (Die Grune Partei), it was 
not modeled as such upon the 
West German party. 

These three men are political 
and legal wranglers with many 
years of experience, and have 
been instrumental in the vic- 
tories over polluting chemical 
companies such as those respon- 
sible for the Minamata tragedy. 
Old leftists, they are now put- 
ting all their energies into the 
creation of a new order which 
“follows the laws of nature,” 
and in which the traditional 


Oriental concept of nature plays 

C a big part. “Capi talist or com- 
munists, they’re ' basically the 
same. Material - the rnakimr 


same. Material - 
selling! and buying 


the - making, 
mtKmgs - is 


We nee 


economic system 


tion of the environment." 

The party is still numerically 
small: there are only about 150 
formally registered party mem- 
bers nationwide. “But we think 
that’s a lot,” said Mr. Koga 
(Yoshio), “and we're happy. It's 
the quality of the members that 
is most important.” 

I was given, among other 
things, a Japanese translation of 
the platform of the West Ger- 
man Green Party, but I was told 
that this was by no means the 
Japanese party's sole ideological 
source. Indeed, they seem to 
have read a lot by ecologists and 
environmentalists, so their 
sources of ideas were quite 
diverse. They stressed, however, 
that they have as yet no fixed 
ideology. They will be thinking 
about that for some time, and 
welcome any and all ideas. Mr. 
Hayakuse mentioned that he 
would like the Party to host 
discussions at which they would 
propose problems, and then let 
the participants - anyone who 
cared to participate - take it 
from there. He said he believed 
that this might be a valuable 
source of ideas on how to deal 
with many of the problems en- 


vironmentalists face. 

The party is organized very 
loosely; there is no party head, 
and no orders are issued. Local 
chapters are free to organize on 
their own - no permission re- 
quired. In fact, the headquarters 
I visited is not a “headquarters” 
at all, I was told. And indeed, 
when I looked at the directory 
on the first floor of the building 
in which the office is located, it 
said merely, “Japan Green Par- 
ty Office.” 

The office is actually a small 
apartment filled with tables, 
chairs, desks, bookshelves, 
papers, many books (some for 
sale) and a copy machine. In a 
corner by the window there was 
a bonsai sitting on a green stool. 

Though I was privileged to 
participate in the discussion for 
about three hours, we were only 
able to touch upon a few of the 
many problems faced by envi- 
ronmentalists and the party 
itself. Some of these were: 

a. Destruction of the rain 
forests. 

b. .R emaking of cities in ta places 
where “people, animalsTand in - 
"sec t s c an live toaE EHer” 

cT Construction of the new Kan- 


EARTH FIRST! VISITS 
JAPAN GREEN PARTY 


sai Airport, which the party 
vehemently opposes. 

d. The problem of bringing 
young blood into the en- 
vironmental movement. 

e. A “new economics.” 

f. The disappearance of the ex- 
tended family, which they 
believe is partly responsible for 
the loss of communication be- 
tween individuals. 

g. Putting a stop to environmen- 
tal destruction in Japan, which, 
they emphasized, is one of their 
immediate tasks. 

The party asks for dues of one 
thousand yen (about four dol- 
lars) a month from each of its 
members, and that is its major 
source of money. However, Mr. 
Hayakusa said that they are 
thinking of going into the 
publishing business (books and 
pamphlets on ecology and the 
environment, of course) in order 
to make more money for the par- 
ty. 


On June 25, Mr. Ramiro Rein- 
aga B jjju.go-a.~T phone ticre- 
spellmg), a South American In- 
dian from Bolivia, anct repre- 
sentative of the South American 
Indian Council, will be coming 
to Japan at the invitation of the 
Japan Green Party. I was given 
a copy (Japanese translation) of 
a tract written by him entitled, 
“South American Indian 
Thought.” I hope to read it soon. 
I was invited to particiapte in 
this event, so if all goes well, I 
may be able to meet him myself. 

The address of the party office 
is: 533 Osaka-shi, Higashi 
Yodogawa-ku, Higashi-naka- 
jima 1-20-12, Yunizon 927, 
Nihon Midori no To 
They welcome communication 
from abroad, though if it is in 
English, it may be faster to go 
through me. But suit yourself. 
Watch for further reports. 

Rick Davis 
Kyoto, Japan 



Boundary County as well as the 
state-wide Idaho Conservation 
League have been actively pur- 
suing the preservation of Long 
Canyon on the political level by 
lobbying and marshalling public 
opinion. While large conserva- 
tion organizations have promis- 
ed support, Boundary County re- 
mains in the vanguard of the 
fight. I believe that I speak for 
many others in Idaho when I say 
that we just will not allow Long 


Most Americans Approve of Reducing the Wilderness 

Nude Recreation 

Few of us realize that many 
Sould people be free to enjoy current Wilderness Areas or Na- 

nude sunbathing without inter- tional Parks were once signifi- 

ference by officials as long as cantly larger protected areas, 

they do so at beaches that have The classic example is the. first 

found acceptance for that pur- designated Wilderness Area, 

pose? Some 72% of Americans the Gila in New Mexico, which 

answer “Yes”, according to a the Forest Service cut in half 

survey conducted by The Gallup with a road only 8 years after in- 

Organization for The Naturist itially protecting it. Joshua Tree 

Society of Oshkosh, Wisconsin, National Monument in Califor- 

and released today. nia was reduced by over one 

The nationally representative third in the 1950’s to permit min- 
study found higher approval ing and the RARE II areas 

among younger adults (ages around California’s Yolla Bolly- 

18-29) and the better-educated Middle Eel Wilderness now be- 

segment of the population (with ing considered in the California 

at least some college) than Wilderness Bill were originally 

among older adults (age 50 and part of the Wilderness. Mt. 

over) or those with less than a Shavano’ Primitive Area in Col- 

high school education. Also, orado was completely declassi- 

more men (80%) state approval fied by the Forest Service dur- 

than do women (65%). ing WWII. We are currently 

Not only do most American researching these and other 

adults accept nude sunbathing cases for an article in Earth 

but 15% have themselves First! If you have any informa- 

“skinnydipped” in a mixed tion or knowledge of such reduc- 

group, according to the Gallup tions or know where to locate 

poll. (In the American western such information, please contact 
region, 23% have done it.) Only Dave Foreman, POB 235, Ely, 
5% of older adults have par- NV 89301 (702) 289-8636. 


LONG CANYON 

by Reuben Ellis 


Life is tough in the Tick Fever 
state. Being an environmentalist 
in Idaho is like playing poker in 
the wrong bar. The dealer 
brought his own deck. The other 
players are shills for the house. 
There’s a .38 pointed at your 
crotch under the table, and a 
seven foot tall mutant looking 
over your shoulder just claimed 
he saw you cheating. You see - 
we’ve got wilderness problems. 

This brings up the subject of 
Long Canyon. Four miles south 
of the Canadian border in 
Idaho’s Boundary County is a 
beautiful and intricate wilder- 
ness canyon that follows a gentle 
incline for eighteen miles into the 
American Selkirk Mountains. 
The highest peaks in the 
southern part of the range 
dominate the two ridges that 
define the 20,000 acre drainage. 
The better part of Long Canyon 
is old growth forest - western 
red cedar, white pine and 
hemlock in the central portions 
with Engelman spruce and 
subalpine fir higher up. Much of 
the forest floor is moss covered 
and shaded by an almost un- 
broken canopy of trees. The 
fauna of the canyon is that nor- 
mally associated with old growth 
forests. Sightings in the last 
three years have included moose, 
black bear, fisher, marten, deer 
and elk. Grizzly bear are believed 
to enter the canyon. The last re- 
maining herd of mountain 
caribou (20 left; given emergency 
listing as endangered species 
last January) in the contiguous 
United States has been seen near 
Long Canyon, and wildlife 
biologists confirm that the ca- 
nyon itself is caribou habitat and 
potential caribou winter range. 
Long Canyon was the subject of 
a full length documentary film 
made by Don Cambou in the late 
seventies. 

O.K., now that we’ve all been 
lulled into a state of Druidic 
stupification and torpor imagin- 
ing the idyllic forests of Long Ca- 
nyon, let’s get back to discussing 
those problems. ..you know, 


wilderness problems. 

Problem 1. The Forest Service. 
Placed in “further study” by the 
RARE II inventory. Long Ca- 


nyon has now been recommen- 
ded for logging by the Panhandle 
National Forest. 

Problem 2. M cClure, Symms, 
Craig and Hafisen :" These are 
Idaho's means of access to the 
democratic process at the federal 
level. These are the men who 
boldly carry Idaho’s voice to the 
great national debates on land 
use and conservation. These are 
four of the most brazenly anti- 
environment sweethearts of in- 
dustry to ever carpetbag the 
Republican lecture circuit. These 
are our boys in Washington. 
Feeling completely disenfran- 
chised by these clowns and with 
RARE II seemingly invalidated 
by the courts, many Idaho envi- 
ronmentalists are very concerned 
about the forthcoming Idaho 
Wilderness bill now being 
prepared by Senator McClure. 
This guy has gone on record as 
opposing any further Wilderness 
in Idaho. He has repeatedly in- 
dicated that he wants to see 
Long Canyon go to multiple use. 
There is every reason to believe 
that when McClure’s Wilderness 
bill is drafted it will not include 
Long Canyon. And that makes 
some of us very mad. 

There is a growing public 
awareness of the importance and 
vulnerability of Long Canyon. 
The ad hoc “minutemen” en- 
vironmentalists of Idaho’s 


Canyon to be destroyed. The 
cowboys of zero base budgeted 
morality and Idaho’s Four 
Horsemen of Reaganomics (Mc- 
Clure, Symms, Craig and 
Hansen) aren’t going to win this 
one. For once, we will do the 
right thing - what reason, in- 
tegrity and honest human emo- 
tion demand - and see to it that 
Long Canyon remains wild. 

Remember, this is a preview/-^ 
You’ll be hearing more about \ 
this. For more information, or to 
make large cash donations con- 
tact: / 

Boundary Backpackers 
Star Rt. 1 Box 35B 
Bonners Ferry, ID 83805 

(208) 267-5790. 

The Boundary Backpackers 
are sponsoring a Mountain 
Caribou-Old Growth Forest 
Symposium September 9 to 13 
in Long Canyon. The Sym- 
posium will begin with a no host 
dinner and speech by Polly 
Plaza of the National Audubon 
Society on the Politics of Old 
Growth in Bonners Ferry, Idaho, 
The Symposium will then 
backpack into Long Canyon on 
September 10 and hold discus- 
sions on old growth and caribou, 
returning to Bonners Ferry on 
September 13. For information 
contact the Boundary 
Backpackers. 


people in the movement. Of 
course, there’ll be lots of Earth 
First! trinkets (Lshirts, calen- 
dars, bumperstickers, etc.) 
brought along. We will send local 
organizers sample press releases, 
posters and promo photos, as 
well as tips on how to promote 
the Road Show. Contact Earth 
First! POB 235 Ely, Nevada, 
89301 (702 289-8636), immedi- 
ately. 


EASTERN 

ROAD 

SHOW 


The schedule for the Earth 
First! Eastern Road Show in Oc- 
tober and November is now be- 
ing put together. If you live east 
of the Rocky Mountains and 
would like the EF! Road Show to 
come to your community or col- 
lege and you are willing to do 
some promotional work to publi- 
cize it, contact EF! in Ely, 
Nevada, immediately. The Road 
Show will consist of musicians 
Johnny Sagebrush & Cecelia 
Ostrow, speakers Dave Foreman 
& Nagasaki Johnson and films 
on the Cracking of Glen Canyon 
Damn & The Kalmiopsis Block- 
ade. The Road Show is a great 
opportunity to organize an 
Earth First! presence in your 
area and to meet some of the key 


* 
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EARTH FIRST! LOCAL GROUPS AND CONTACTS 


KARTH FIRST! LOC AL GROUPS ANI) CONTAC TS 

If vou want to become involved with other FAR I HP IRS I !KRS in 
vour area, contact one of the folks listed below. If you d like to start a 
local group of FF! or be a local contact, contact LI*, in Fly. I O Box 
235. Klv NV 89301. 


AUSTRALIA 
John Seed. Rainforest 
Information Center 
POB 368. Lismore, 

New South Wales 
2480 Australia 
ALASKA 

Fairbanks — Tom Pogson 
SR 20056 

Fairbanks. AK 00701 

Juneau — R. Farnell 

FOB 1750 

Juneau. AK 00802 

Kenny Lake— Judi Thurmond 

Star Rt. Box 334 

Kenny Lake. AK 99573 

ARIZONA 

Paul Hirt 

Box 40154 

Tucson. A 7. 85717 

(602) 882-0830 

ARKANSAS 

Little Rock - T.A. Aldaron 

1827 N. Jackson 
Li" li* Rock. AR 72203 

CALIFORNIA 
Areata— Bill Dcvall 
POB 21 

Areata. CA 05521 
(707) 822-8136 

Berkeley- Ed Heske 
51 Del Mar 

Berkeley. CA 94708 
(415) 549-1424 
Chico— Mitch Wyss 
POB 1373 
Chico. CA 05027 
(016) 342-3078 

Davis— Greg Marskell 
POB 853 
Davis. CA 05616 
(016) 756-6481 

Fresno— Michael Bordenave 

Sierra Assoc, for the Environ- 
ment (SAFE) 

3771 Circle Dr 
W. Fresno. CA 03 7 04 
(200) 220-0272 

Marin County— Tim Jeffries 
22 Claus Circle 
Fairfax. CA 04030 
(415)456-7433 

Placerville— Jake Blue & 

Becky Windmiller 

Box C. Lotus. CA 95651 
(916) 626-9970 

Sacramento - Dennis McEwan 
3424 Von Bauer Way 
Sacramento, CA 95821 
(916) 487-1376 

Santa Barbara— Matt Buck- 
master. 6764 Sueno Apt. B 
Goleta. CA 03117 
(805) 068-8812 

Santa Barbara— Lawrence 
Worchester 
035 Camino del Sur 
Isla Vista. CA 03117 
(805) 068-4478 

Santa Cruz — Jean Brockle- 
bank. 1 18 Olive St. 

Santa Cruz. CA 05060 
(408) 426-0266 
San Diego— Linda Svendsen 
PO Box 2236. Leucadia. CA 02034 
(610) 436-3927 
San Fransciseo — Phillip 
Friedman 
2300 Ortega St. 

San Francisco CA 04122 
(415) 665-0704 

San Luis Obispo — Jean C. 

Gordon 
1214 B Mill St 
San Luis Obispo. CA 03401 
Sonoma County— Ken D' Antonio 
10101 Hwy 116 
Forestville, CA 95436 
(415) 681-5128/557-8659 
(messages) 

COLORADO 
Boulder— Richard Ling 
1020 13th #K 
Boulder. CO 80302 
Durango— Steve Rau worth 
8593 Hwy 172 
Ignacio. CO 81 137 
(303) 884-9864 
Ft. Collins - Chris Johnson 
1850 Laporte #B9 
Ft. Collins. CO 80521 
(303) 482-2382 


Glen wood Springs — John 
Flippone 
POB 1091 

Glenwowl Springs. CO 81601 
(303) 9-15-2075 

Sj cam boat — Scotty Sidner 
Bear Pole Ranch 
Steamboat Springs. CO 804 1 7 

Telluride-Art Goodtimes 
Box 160 

Norwood, CO 81423 
(303) 327-4767 
CONNECTICUT 
Willi man tic — R. Neil Harvey 
235 S. Park St. 

Willimantic. CT 06226 
(203) 423-2926 
FLORIDA 
Ronnie Hawkins 
c o 10830 SW 85th Ct. 
Gainesville. FL 32(501 
(904) -195-9203 
GEORGIA 
Julia Heinz 
378 Oakland Ave SK 
Atlanta. GA 30312 
(404) 525-2271 

HAWAII 
Will Small 

Box 413 

Mountain View. HI 96771 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago — Chris Shorbak 
1654 W Cortland St. 

Chicago. I L (50622 
(312) 227-7877 235-2839 
Prairie Grove Group EF! 

Don Johnson 
Woodside Farm 
1841 S River Rd 
I)es Plaines. IL (50018 
(3 1 2 ) 29(5-79(50 or 
Tim Byers 
(312) 463-8045 
KANSAS' 

Man hat ten — Neil Sc hanker 
1221 Thurston. 

Manhallen. KS (5(5502 
(913) 532-586(5 
Oskaloosa— Daniel Dancer 
Sleeping Beauty Ranch 
Oskaloosa, KS (5(50(56 

MAINE 

Brunswick— -Gary Lawless 
POB 186 

Brunswick. ME 0401 1 
(207) 729-5083 

Harrington — Charles Ewing 
RD 1 

Harrington. ME 04(543 
MARYLAND 
Leonard J. Kerpelman 
2403 W Rogers 
Baltimore. MI) 21209 
(301) 3(57-8855 

MINNESOTA 
Tom Lewanski 
3718 Columbus 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 
MONTANA 

Billings— Randall Gloege 

343 North Rimroad 
Billings. MT 59102 
(10(5) 25(5-0965 

Missoula— Tony Moore 
31(5 E Spruce °2 
Missoula. MT 59801 
(406) 728-5493 

NEVADA 

Jomayne R. Stevens 

(55 Vine St 

Reno. NV 89503 

NEW JERSEY 

Bob Ludd 

24(5 Fawn Ridge 

Mountainside. NJ 07092 

(201) 233-76561 N) 624-7446 (I)) 

Stacey Washko 
RD «4 Box 350 
North Brunswick. NJ 08902 
(201) 821-9647/821-8644 

Mike Lidestri 
96 Merritt Ave. 

Bergenfield. NJ 07621 
(201) 385-2047 

NEW MEXICO 
Albuquerque - Karen Brown 

500 Princeton SE Apt 3 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
(505) 277-5716 W 


Santa Fe— Rue Christie 
PO Box 5910 
Santa Fe. NM 87501 
(505) 988 1284 

NEW YORK 

Troy— Ralph Meima 

251 Liberty Si 

Troy. NY 12180 

(518) 272-249(5 

"Fully — M ilton Bieber 

Stevens Rd RD =1 

"Fully. NY 13129 \ 

(315) 696-8072 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Andrews — Hank & Mary 
Fonda 

Rt. 1 Box 640B 
Andrews. NC 28901 
(701 ) 321-408(5 

Star— Ron & Sue Correll 
Star Farm Rt. 1 Box 78 A-l 
» : lar. NC 27356 

OHIO 

Columbus - Reed Noss 
HON. West St «* 

Westerville, OH 43081 
(614) 891-4814 
OKLAHOMA 
Forrest Johnson 
1402 Rebecca Lane 
Norman. OK 73069 
(404) 364-3555 
OREGON 

Corvallis — Lvnn Cochrane 
744 N\V 27 th 
Corvallis. OR 97330 
(503) 753-648(5 
Eugene— Marcy Willow 
2551 Emerald St 
Eugene. OR 97403 
(503) 342-7040 

Grants Pass - Steve Marsden 

(51(5(5 Monument l)r. 

Grants Pass. OR 9752(5 
(503) 474-0259 

Portland— Melinda Lee 

PO Box 594 Sherwood. OR 97140 
(503) 628-2814 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Philadelphia — Lisa Jo Freeh 
233 Plymouth Rd 
Gwynedd Valiev. PA 19437 
TENNESSEE 
Charlotte & Carl Leathers 
107 S. Bellevue Dr. 

Nashville. TN 37205 
(615) 352-8716 
TEXAS 

Rio Grande Guides' Assoc. 

Box 57 

Terlingua. TX 70852 
UTAH 

Escalante — Robert Weed 
Calf Creek. Box 60 
Escalante. UT 84726 
Logan — George Nickas 
422 N 400 E 
Logan. UT 84321 
Moab— Bob Phillips 
POB 381 
Moab. UT 84532 
(801 ) 259-8353 

Park City - Judi Bell-Marcy 
POB 2159 Park City. UT 84060 
(801) 649-2777 

rrovo— Ken Wintch 
1101 Elm Ave 
Provo. UT 84601 

Salt Lake City— Spurs Jackson 
POB 26221 

Sail Lake Citv. UT 84126 

(801 ) 355-2154 
VERMONT 

Springfield— Linda Hay 
POB 781 

Springfield. VT 05156 

(802) 263-5427/885-9459 

VIRGINIA 

Staunton - Alan Kinchloe 
Rt. 1 Box 54A 
Millboro. VA 24460 

Manassas - Lee Few 
7610 Glenolden PI. 

Manassas. VA 22111 
(703) 361-2239 


WASHINGTON D.C. 
Terry J. Harris 

108 N. Adams St. 
Rockville. MD 20850 
(301) 762-1312 


W EST VIRGINIA 
J.R. Spruce 
Box 222- A 
RR 1 

Ridgeley. WV 26753 
(304) 738-2212 

WISCONSIN 
Meri Kuehn 

703 Union St #2. Hartford. 
,_53027 (414) 673-63 72^ 

Madison - Bob Kaspar 

305 N. Sixth St. \ 

Madison. WI 53704 


WYOMING 

Jackson - Hiroshima Svendsen 
Box 2166 Jackson. WY 83001 
(307) 733-4793 

(SOTE TO COST ACTS: Please 
rheel: In wake sn re ifnn r add less is 
ear reel . Semi ns none /ilnaie 
unwis e if we don't hare it.) 


Note to Local EF! Contacts 

Send us reports of your activ-j 
ities, issues, updates, and‘ 
announcements of EF!| 
meetings in your area. This is 
your space in EF! Use it! 




EF! State Wilderness 
Coordinators 

The following people are coor- 
dinating EF! wilderness studies 
and comments to agencies in 
their respective states. As was 
mentioned in the last issue of EF! 
it was decided at the RRR that 
Earth First! should become more 
involved in the BLM wilderness 
review and RARE II wilderness 
bills. The EF! paper will main- 
tain a file of all EF! comments so 
please send copies of your com- 
ments to us. If you’d like to coor- 
dinate BLM or Forest Service 
wilderness in your state for EF!. 
please let us know so we can list 
you. EF!ers who would like to 
help on this project should 
contact their state coordinator. 
ARIZONA 
Paul Hirt 
Box 40154 
Tucson. AT. 85717 
(602) 882-0830 
MONTANA 
Ilowic Wolke 
Box 2348 

Jackson. WY 83001 
(307) 733-5343 

NEVADA 
I)avt Foreman 
POB 235 
Ely. NV 89301 
(702) 289-863(5 
NEW MEXICO 
Karen Brown 
500 Princeton SE Apt 3 
Albuquerque. NM 87106 
(505) 277-57)6 W 
OREGON 
Ric Bailey 
do Marsden 
6166 Monument Drive 
Grants Pass. OR 97526 
(503) 592-4269 

WYOMING 
Howie Wolke 
UTAH 
Bart Kohler 

POB 235 
Ely. NV 89301 
(702) 289-863(5 

IDAHO 
Howie Wolke 
VERMONT 
Linda Hay 
POB 781 

Springfield. YT 05156 
(802) 263-5427 885-9459 


Sleep Cheap! 

Want to meet other uarth 
Firstlers as you travel the 
country? Want to avoid the 
expense of motels or the excite- 
ment of sleeping under picnic 
tables at roadside rest stops? The 
SLEEP CHEAP is for you. 
SLEEP CHEAP is a listing of 
EFIers willing to provide floor 
space for other EF!ers travelling 
through. Travellers should be 
considerate and give their hosts 
plenty of warning by calling or 
writing ahead. If you’d like to be 
listed as a SLEEP CHEAP host, 
contact Eileen Key in Portland 
(address below) or the EF! 
address in Ely. 

Clod Funnstonn, POB 767 
ANCHORAGE, AK 
99510 (write first) 


Eagle Rock (Dave) (505) 243-2096 
ALBUQUERQUE, NM (call 
for address) 

Richard Warnick POB 374 
MONTICELLO, UT 84535 
Lawrence Worchester (805) 
968-4478 and Steve Schuman 
968-6123 935 Camino del Sur 
Isla Vista, California 93117 
SANTA BARBARA AREA 
Chris Sherbak (312) 227-7877/ 
235-2839 1654 W Cortland St, 
CHICAGO. IL 60622 
Eileen Key (503) 236-7308 
4815 NE Flanders 
PORTLAND, OR 97213 

Thoron Lane (602) 744-1001 
Box 87, Cortaro, Arizona 85230 
TUCSON AREA. (No pets or 
children, please) 
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Paul Hirt (602) 882-0830 
Box 40154 TUCSON, AZ 

85717 

Chris Johnson (303)482-2382 
1850 Lapart Ave #JB9 
FORT COLLINS, CO 
80521 

Charles Ewing (207) 483-9763 

RD 1 HARRINGTON, ME 

04643 

Julie Heinz (404) 525-2271 
378 Oakland Ave SE 
ATLANTA, GA 
30312 

Craig & Chris Kalka 
(715)595-6289 Box 224 
Holcombe, WI 54745 NOR- 
THWEST WISCONSIN 
(Please write or call first.)” 

Nancy Martin Star Rt Box 34 
Dulzura. CA 92017 SAN DIEGO AREA 


EARTH FIRST! DIXIE 
RENDEZVOUS 

AUGUST 20 -23 

Shining Rock Wilderness, N. Carolina 
Call: (704) 321-4086 for info 
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Contact Gary Lawless at the above address to produce a similar 
tourist map for your state. The Maine map is being handed out at 
tourist welcome centers in the state. Gary would like to coordinate 
the production of similar maps for all 50 states. 
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FUNERAL 


CANYON 

May 19, 1983 
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Howie Wolke and the Damn Tombstone. 


The Earth First! Pirate Ship. 


Photos by 


“We shall see the Canyon green 
and flowing and alive . . 


Earth First! Protests the christening of Del Webb’s new Lake Foul 
tour boats. 


Earth First! Pallbearers and the Casket of Glen Canyon. 


roei an uoooumes. 
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THE ENDANGERED 


feature of our environment and 
thus impoverish the heritage of 
our descendants...” 

Professor Dr. Heinz Ellenberg, 
Ph.Ds (Hon), University of Got- 
tingen, West Germany: 

“...In all parts of the world, 
forests are threatened with log- 
ging, clearing, or agricultural 
use. In contrast to other forest 
types, for most of the tropical 
rainforest ecosystems, this 
means their definite destruc- 
tion. The main reason is that 
tropical rainforests normally 
are built up by a great number 
of different tree species forming 
varying mixtures. The seeds of 
nearly all of these trees are 
heavy and cannot be 
transported rapidly over great 
distances. When many species 
are involved, their arranging in 
a mixture ratio due to competi- 
tion needs a long time, at least 
several generations of trees. 
Therefore it certainly fakes 
much more th an 500 (and pro; 
bably more thaiTTOOOl y earslor 
their regeneration. This is prov- 
ed e.g. by historical evidence in 
Mexico...” 

Emeritus Professor Heinrich 
Walter, Botanical Institute, 
Hohenheim University, West 
Germany: 

. Primary rainforests are 
the most susceptible terrestrial 
e cosysteTTT Tlnry ne v e r 
regenerate after clearing or log- 
ging and are succeeded by a 
much poorer secondary forest 
vegetation.” 

Emeritus Professor P.W. 
Richards, Cambridge: 

“...Apart from their present 
and future economic value, rain- 
forests have a unique scientific 
interest because of their long 
history which extends far into 
the geological past. Once felled, 
they are virtually impossible to 
replant or replace.” 

Professor D. Mueller-Dombois, 
Dept, of Botany, University of 
Hawaii at Manoa: 

“...The most serious en- 
viron mentallo sses of our~time~ 
appe ar to be the gradual" disap- 
pearance of natural vegetation 
ari d* wildlife habita t rather than 
the sudden collapse of over- 
burdened ecosystems. It takes 
an enlightened government to 
see this trend and to treat it as 
a serious erosion of our resource 
base.” 

Professor Paul R. Ehrlich, 
Stanford University, Stanford, 
California: 


value to science and human 
& welfare and will be so in the 
future - if they survive.”. ..“The 
, : present rate of our destruction 
of the planet means that in the 
.-3 next twenty years, half of one 
|| million species of plants and 
i-j animals will become extinct...” 

Professor Dr. Peter W. Holler- 
a mann. Geographical Institute 
?:| University of Bonn, West Ger- 
sj many: 

“...As you will know, some 20 
if million hectares of the world’s 
■ 2 | primary rainforests are being 
if destroyed or severely damaged 
Ip each year, so that the complete 
destruction of the extensive 
wL rainforest ecosystem looks to 
jjl be a matter of time only. The 
r ainforest, as the most complex 


“...Many people consider the 
preservation of populations and 
species of other organisms to be 
primarily a matter of ethics and 
aesthetics. Some of the better 
informed ones also understand 
the enormous bonanza of goods, 
medicines, and industrial pro- 
ducts that humanity has 
already derived from its fellow 
passengers on Spaceship Earth, 
and further see that the poten- 
tial for supplying such 
economic goods has barely been 
scratched. For example, 
something like a third of all 
medicines contain natural plant 
products, but only insignificant 
portions of the world’s plants 
have ever been thoroughly 
studied in that respect. 

Unfortunately, however, .the 
most important reason for 
preservi ng d iversifyTs also the 
least well-known ancTIeast welT 
understood. That is that 
popula tions of species of other 
organisms are allworking'parts" 


biotic community in the world, 
is generallyHknown to be a 
highly diversified and fragile 
ecosystem, which is not able to 
regenerate afte r destruction? 
The rainforest ecosystem is_a 
nonrenewable genetic resource. 
oTmany 'speciets bi plants and" 
animals which - once displaced 
by large-scale land use - can 
never return to reoccupy the 
area. In the aspect of 
meteorology, the wor ld-wide 
climatic conseq uences~o~f~~ raim 
f orest destruction are n on- 
predicta ble7 since the part of 


that provide humanity with an 
irre placeable set of free “p ublic 
se rvices .” Included among 
‘these are the maintenance of 
the quality of the atmosphere, 
the control of the hydrological 
cycle (and thus the supply of 
fresh water), the amelioration of 
climate, the generation and 
maintenance of soils, the 
disposal of wastes, the recycl- 
ing of nutrients essential to 
agriculture, the control of the 
vast majority of potential pests 
of our crops and carriers of 
human disease, and the 
maintenance of genetic diversi- 
ty absolutely essential to the 
development of high-yield 
agriculture. Therefore when 
humanity exterminates popula- 
tions of species of other 
organisms, it is in essence “pop- 
ping the ri vets-” on its own|w4j 
spaceship. The signs of the* A* 
weakening of our life-support THt 
systems are easy enough to~*«j 
read; unfortunately how manyl^g 
rivets we can pop beforej^ 
ultimate disaster overtakes us . * 
cannot be predicted with theSHj 
present state of environmental^!! 
science.” 

Professor E.J.R. Corner," J 
C.B.E., F.R.S., Emeritus Pro-®j . 
fessor of Tropical Botany, 
University of Cambridge: 

“...Tropical rainforest evolv-|p»l 
ed of its own accord in far dis- 
tant geological time, before 
there were higher animals. Ii 

Aus 


The Plight of the World’s Rain- 
forests 

During the campaign to pre- 
serve New South Wales’ rain- 
forest remnants, the Rainforest, 
Information Centre leaked ex> 
gerpts — o f let t e rs'" to N.S.W. 
Premier Neville Wran written 
by more than 50 scientists from 
throughout the world. Much of 
the information contained in 
these letters is relevent to all 
the world’s tropical forests 
which, according to Dr. Lee 
Talbot, Director General of the 
International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature, are 
“...the world’s most impor- 
tant conservation priority.” 
The IUCN, along with the 
World Wildlife Fund last Oc- 
tober launched a global cam- 
paign to preserve the tropical 
forests. 

This campaign, as the follow- 
ing excerpts from the scien- 
tists' letters show, must be 
made to succeed, because it is in 
these rainforests, more than 
anywhere else, that humanity is 
undermining the biological 
complexity on which it rests, 
sawing off the 100 million year 
old branch upon which it is sit- 
ting. 

Gerald Durrell, Jersey Wildlife 
Preservation Trust, Channel 
Islands: 

...“The world’s tropical moist 
forests hold ove r one half of the 
planet’s species of plants and ~ 
animals and these living things 
"have been of immeasurable 


now . After some model calcula- 
tions serious changes in the 
heat balance of the atmosphere 
may be expected...” 

Peter H. Raven, Director, 
Missouri Botanical Garden: 

“...Rainforest worldwide is 
being depleted at a rate that 
suggests that little if any will 
be left beyond the first few 
years of the next century. ...The 
plants and animals of tropical 
rainforests are as little known as 
those of any part of the world. 
About twice as many kinds of 
organisms occur in such forest 
as occur in all the rest of the 
world’s vegetation types com- 
bined. About many of these 
kinds of plants and animals we 
know virtually nothing.” 
Professor P. Greig-Smith, 
School of Plant Biology, 
University College of North 
Wales: 

“...Rainforest is the most 
complex type of vegetation in 
existence and our scientific 
understanding of it has still a 
very long way to go. To destroy 


by leaving small po ckets ualflg- 
ged_ . - is to prevent mankind 
from ever attaining the full 
understanding of a major 


BIG MAC ATTACK 
IN THE AMAZON? 


Available evidence now in- 
dicates that much tropical 
deforestation in Central and 
South America is by US fast- 
food chains converting the rain- 
forest into beef pasture for the 
production of bad hamburgers 
in Burbank and Peoria. Is this 
true? Is Ronald McDonald 
clearcutting the Amazon to 
make Big Macs? Earth First! 
tropical biologists are resear- 
ching this claim now. We hope 
to soon present a definitive arti- 
cle outlining the American 
burger corporations involved, 


the amount of rain forest level- 
ed by them, and the 
significance of the fast food 
role in the overall destruction of 
tropical rainforests. 

If you have any information 
on this or possible leads on 
where to find such information, 
please write us at POB 235, Ely, 
NV 89301 and we will pass it 
along to our researchers. If it is 
found that the plastic burger 
joints are significantly respon- 
sible for tropical deforestation, 
we will take direct action. 
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) RAIN FOREST 


Stopping a bulldozer in Australia. 


DESTRUCTION IN 
THE SOUTH PACIFIC 


I’m in the little village of 
Duvaha on the Morvo Lagoon, 
North New Georgia Island, ex- 
ploring the most exquisite rain- 
forest and atrocious logging 
practices I’ve ever seen. 

My hosts are Job Dudley, com- 
munity organizer, and Vincent 
Vaguna, member of the Western 
Solomons provincial parliament. 
Both are customary landholders 
here and they are largely respon- 
sible for the recent vote in that 
parliament calling on Unilever to 
get out, passed without dissent. 
Unfortunately, no response from 
the central government. 

Unilever is currently clear- 
felling 5000 Ha or 250,000 
Cu.m./year of this precious jewel. 
New Georgia, and shipping 
whole logs to Japan, leaving 
devastated, vine covered, eroded 
wasteland - and this against the 
wishes of the customary owners. 
Similar things are happening all 
over these Islands with the Eur- 
opean multinationals hotly pur- 
sued by the South Koreans and 
Japanese. It was on New Geor- 
gia, however, where last year 
about 200 people from Job’s and 
Vincent’s tribe demolished a 
Unilever logging camp at 
Enoghai, two bulldozers and a 
crane causing about $1 million 
damage. Seven are still in jail 
(out this October) but Unilever 
has moved elsewhere on the 
island where things aren’t quite 
as hot. After seeing what they’re 
up to. I’d like to heat things up 
for them everywhere - Africa as 
well as the Pacific. 

Tropical rainforest, the womb 
of life, consisting of fully half of 
the world’s 10 million species is 
in danger of disappearing from 
the earth. In fact, only a miracle 
can save it. At the present rate of 
destruction, the end of these for- 
ests from which we homo sa- 


piens emerged 4 million years 
ago is just around the comer. 
Estimates vary from 20 to 100 
years left. Given that the rain- 
forests are about 100 million 
years old, this is the equivalent 
in the life of a person to just a 
last few breaths. Then the sim- 
plification of Gaia is assured. 

The Rainforest Information 
Centre is contacting concerned 
people and groups around the 
world with a view to forming a 
world rainforest action network. 
Much of the damage is the work 
of multinationals which would be 
vulnerable to consumer and 
shareholder action. Here for ex- 
ample are some 1979 figures on 
Unilever Turnover $9.8 billion. 
One of the ten biggest, with only 
some oil and motor vehicle com- 
panies larger. Trades in over 90 
countries. Some brands: Lux, 
Surf, OMO, Signal, Pears, Persil, 
Walls, John West, Twinings, 
Sunlight, Skippers, Blue Band, 
Lifebouy, Vim, Pepsoden t. 
■Bachelor, Spiy, Rinso, Birds 
Eye^ Era, Close, Rexona, Atkin- 
sonsi Unox. Headquarters in 
London and Amsterdam. 

Some thoughts after yester- 
day’s nightmare tour of their 
operations: And with the rain- 
forest gone, will we her last b om, 
end the wealth of ages in a 


sper 

final frenzy of consumjationTone . 


last j 


trenzy 
jab of i 


the needle before we 


c hoke on our own vomit? What is 
right action for those who do not 
share this suicidal, ultimate loss 
of faith? Right action in what 
may be for our species the last 
moments? 

Perhaps one last deep breath 
of wilderness, of consciousness, 
kiss one last green moment with 
our carbon dioxide and receive 
her sweet oxygen favours in 
return. 

Or perhaps we will awake. 


Everything moist (I'll set up 
camp on the ridge) 

Watch out for the Lawyer Vine. 

Also known as wait-a-while, 
thousands of tiny barbs to 
snare and scratch. 

Justice Simon Isaacs, conduct- 
ing the Terania Inquiry: 

“ I've always been intrigued by 
the reference to lawyer canes. 
Why do they call them lawyer 
canes? Do they speak too 
much?" 

Dr. Len Webb, Australia's 
foremost rainforest ecologist: 
“J think, sir, its because they 
have hooks on them, and 
when they get hold of you it's 
hard to become disen- 
tangled. " 


Look! Big New England 
Black butt has fallen. 

Hole in the canopy. 

Step into the fierce, unfiltered 
sunlight. 

Bangalow palm broken in two; 
Surrounding saplings pulled 
inward by now-taut vines; 

Big Nightcap Wattle adjacent 
to the new clearing. 
Fast-growing pioneer, prolific 
seeder, will soon close 


canopy; 

Buttress tree lost crown. 


Ah.... rainforest reign of 
100,000,000 years soon over? 

Letters to NSW premier 
Wran: 

"...rainforest worldwide is be- 
ing depleted at a rate that sug- 
gests that little if any will be 
left beyond the first few years of 
the next century." P. Raven, 
Director, Missouri Botanical 
Garden. 

"The world's tropical moist 
forests hold over one half of the 
planet's species of plants and 
animals. ..The present rate of 
the destruction of the planet 
means that in the next twenty 
years, half to one million 
species of plants and animals 
will become extinct. " Gerald 
Durrell, Jersey Wildlife Preser- 
vation Trust, Channel Islands. 

"....when humanity extermi- 
nates population of species.. ..it 
is in essence "popping the 
rivets" on its own spaceship 
P. Erlich, Stanford. 


NO! 

Queensland! Pacific Islands! 
Indonesia! Phillipines! South 
America! Africa! Quickly! 
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1:30 a.m. Good Friday 1983, 
the Nightcap and other NSW 
rainforests were gazetted in the 
NSW parliament. 

Now, the next week, I go 
celebrate with the Nightcap 
Loiter alone on sacred ground. 
3 days above the Tuntable Falls 
Becoming native of this place. 


Calicoma starting to drop seeds 
Red-flowering bottlebrush 
Yellow-flowering banksia 
Two Rufous Whistlers; orange, 
black and white, 

Working out territory 
overhead. 

(National Park! Life's territory. 
Dozers gone ) 


Walking naked through the 
cool jungle 

Sampling each rock pool in turn 
10 red berries on the Walking- 
stick Palm 

200 species of birds here. 


Becoming native of Tuntable 
Valley, 

Becoming native of Earth. 
Fiercely non-violent defence! 
As though there were nowhere 
else to go. 


bred them. It raised man, who, 
so far from being able to devise 
the forest, must now devour it. 
When I think of the fortunes 
that have been made from this 
capital and how little has been 
returned to conservation and 
silviculture, I pity the distress. 
Sawmillers should now be _log- 
ging thei r plan tations Instead of 
seeking to kill the goose which 
l&idTEe golderTegg- 

Facts, “figures, profits, loss, 
into the exportation of the last 
board, do not matter: it is the 
viable sanctuary that will now 
count.” 

While applauding the 
IUCN/WWF innitiative, the 
R ainforest Information Centre, 
sees the need for co-ordinated 
radical action worldwide on this 
issue. Anyone interested in pur- 
suing this please contact us at 
Box 368. Lismore r NSW. 
Austra lia 2480. The complete 
"tyortcl Scientists... " booklet is 
available for $1 + postage from 
the same address. Air Mail 
U.S.A.: 1.75; Sea Mail U.S.A.: 
.50. 

Also contact Earth First! POB 
235 Ely NV 89301 if you are in- 
terested in such action in the 
United States to prevent tropical 
deforestation. 


Australians march for the Rainforest. 


by 

JOHN 

SEED 



WATT ENTERS COYOTE 

A Greek Tragedy by Marc Brown 


WATT: Beneath me, around me, the Earth starts and swells - 

(The face of James Watt Could I to my oft’ predicted destiny be bound? 
appears in a cascade of gray More awful than the foul stench of my deceiving words this hell 
and black debris.) smells of the basic industries I’ve salvaged through sound 

CHORUS: “management policies 

(Chorus of upwardly mobile and relief where it’s needed” 


female executives in 
matching BMWs) 


in lands poisoned by the crap Watt dispenses. 


LUCIFER: Culture is illusion only, 

the scaffolding of morality plays. 
To rid men of this confusion 
Nature lies, deceives, betrays. 

Each plan, each effort expended, 
is upset, impeded by me. 

The silly pretence of progress 
is man’s greatest blasphemy. 


(Watt stands with legs 
crossed. Lucifer paces 
obsessively. He then 
becomes contemplative) 


WATT: 

(Waving in deprecation) 


CHORUS: 


LUCIFER: 

(From off-stage) 


WATT: 


CHORUS: 


LUCIFER: 


CHORUS: 

LUCIFER: 

CHORUS: 

LUCIFER: 

CHORUS: 

LUCIFER: 


CHORUS: 


LUCIFER: 


CHORUS: 


How confident my opponents seem 
when safely tucked in their Mercedes. 

Count the callouses on their soft wet hands. 

Perhaps poverty would end their heresies 
and correct misimpressions created by my style bland. 
Man is subject to being known, the errors he makes 
are horns on a brow too low to be bent. 

About Watt leap the flames of volcanoes, the wakes 
of stones and trees in tremor unspent. 

Gather ‘round serpents, a sly one approaches; 
can you hear his chant yet, the most vulgar? 

Hither, grind hiss, grind hiss, he encroaches 
on your song. Hiss for him children, cry - 

(The terrible mournful howl of a thousand serpents rises) 

How I’m reminded of the Grand Canyon trip I was on; 
at first quite a time, and then boredom. 

Perhaps I’m not suited to privation, 
or solitude, like most men. 

When Watt failed to distinguish 
Mercedes from what we proud drive 
our thoughts were not to extinguish 
but to educate and make thrive. 


WATT: 

(Lecturing) 


CHORUS: 


LUCIFER: 
(Precisely, as a judge) 


Ah girls! The point is well-taken. 

Even as the pink bulbous babe descends 
his thoughts turn from what is around him 
to what his pea brain pretends. 

Anguish and uncertainty? (Conversationally) 

How so when he works for Ron? 

Conscience or self-effacement? 


MALICE: 


In a lawyer, bought and sold? 

How then do you make him see 
that hell is his home for eternity? 

I’ll make him one who holds aloft 
tons of concrete topped with barbed wire. 

To the narrows of a great river he’ll swim, 

its flow to divert and expire. WATT- 

How crafted this fit punishment seems! (Defensively) 

How certain to match his crimes! 

Finally he comes through lava unscorched, 
as ugly himself as his times. 

(Watt appears, dressed for Lander, WY, One Shot Antelope Hunt including 
cap. A little dazed, he looks nervously about. The room is the study of a 
17th century Italian intellectual There are anatomical studies, a large globe, 
rounded bay windows. Lucifer is bronzed, in flesh colored tights, no leotard; 
a beautiful, but demonic beach boy. His face tightens in revulsion at the 
sight. He screams - ) 


MALICE: 


LUCIFER: 

Then some energy ceased to be active (Watt shifts his weight. 

Retarded, it lay stagnant as land. rolls his eyes) , 


Grotesque shellfish! In all the world 
robbed of me and my design 
neither God nor I intended 
you to rise from the slime. 

First, flame and convulsion, 
each element free. Tumult, 
thunder, limitless seas; 

Chaos, the Father, the Son, and Me! 


(Watt stands, arms tolerantly 
folded: this is spoken 
defiantly) 


I suppose you’d have us stop drilling 
surrender to forces impure and gross. 

And where will we be tomorrow? 

Speaking Russian on the west coast! 

It seems I spend my time convincing 
those smart enough to know 
that Reagan’s programs provide 
a way to regain ‘Big Mo’. 

I, too, have a vision 

of a world uniformly free 

of gothic houses and foreign cars, 

rivers in the way of highways, foundation wrecking trees, 
potential ball diamonds where now inedible water-fowl 
contentedly converse, surviving on non-game fish - 

Speak Demon! Inform us - 
There lays the gauntlet - 
Watt’s ever increasing offenses 
require your anger! 

Does one dignify the puddle by there splashing? 

Enhance the visage of a man through scorn? 

If so, James Watt, here glad rejoice! 

Sins ripen when again-born. 

Three witnesses now address the question. 

In your evil each played important parts. 

Malice, Ignorance, Imbecility: Come forth! 

Though your comments could be rendered as mere farts. 

(They appear as a housewife, a neanderthal, and a slovenly woman) 

James Watt, the horrid, shriveled nerd 
who to his kids speaks not a word 
but spends his time destroying life 
never gets it from his wife. 

Why should that woman now perform 
with that lame pathetic worm? 

He paved the yard with cement, is drilling in the basement 
cut out the tongue of his first child saying, “it's become too wild”. 
When his mother came to stay 
a doctor followed right away. 

“We can use her”, he insisted 
“as ‘junior research assistant’ ”. 

“Take her then, for your test. 

Keep me informed. Mom, all my best.” 

“That’s not true, it went like this: 
she had told me her one wish. 

‘To be useful at my age 

is to be happy’, said like a sage. 

I quite agreed, I must admit 
and proud of mom’s commitment. 

So when the doctor staked his claim 
I deferred and can’t be blamed. 

Now that I’ve answered to that charge < To Lucifer) 
my pants are wet, my anger large. 

I don’t suppose we’re yet through talking 
but the rest will be less shocking. 

May I now remove my trousers? |As he does so. 

I trust the sight will not arouse her. indicating Malice) 

Arouse? Your hideous form 
wracked with intractable disease, 
plagued by loathesome thoughts 
cannot arouse a woman. 

Nor should it. Malice, away - 
This flawed creature tends to bore 
and we must still hear from two more. 

Ignorance, shuffle forth! 


LUCIFER: I cleaved it, rent it, burned it with anger, 

bludgeoned it, hated it, turned it to sand. 


CHORUS: To men the battle ends when spirit dies. 

How hated is the one who still defies! 
Proud Satan lies in the urine of oxen, 
bleeds in the mouths of lizards, 
laps the stone and brush as wind, 
carries the soil of hoes to sea. 


WATT: That’s good, of course, 

but as your guest, I’d like to ask a favor. 
(Nervously) I got up early for the hunt 

and haven’t peed since last night’s fun. 


(Ignorance enters) 

IGNORANCE: Shield the child from the Earth, 

replace life with toys from birth; 
never let them know strong scents; 
here’s the result, a miscreant. 

James Watt has never learned from wind 
and thus his thoughts end and begin 
with the shoddy works of men. 

He thinks of Nature as a ruse; 
knows not its power to confuse; 
denies the magic of the Muse. 

WATT: Mildly chafed, I must point out 

that I was once an Eagle Scout. 
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DEAR NED LUDD 

STASHES & CACHES 



It was pointed out in GET- 
TING READY FOR RESIS- 
TANCE how important it is to 
have food, maps, survival equip- 
ment and resistance materials in 
secure field storage BEFORE 
they are needed in the struggle 
to preserve our land and its life. 
A cache (pronounced KASH) is a 
hiding place, usually a hole in the 
ground, like those our ancestors 
used to store food, clothing, tools 
and weapons that would be need- 
ed later. I’ve used the common 
term “stash” in the same sense, 
but implying a less elaborate or 
complete store of provisions: 
such as a few days travel rations, 
together with easily lost or rapid- 
ly consumed items (pocket gear, 
boot laces, matches, batteries...) 
and local or "enroute” maps. 

Each refuge (an area in which 
you can live without being ob- 
served) ought to have a cache 
containing everything you need 
for survival, even if you arrive 
unequipped. Each “operational 
area” should have a cache con- 
taining the materials needed to 
carry out the actions you plan. 
The routes to, from and between 
refuge( s) and operational area(s) 
should have enroute stashes, as 
required by distance and ex- 
pected frequency of use. Depen- 
ding on your location and cir- 
cumstances, an enroute cache 
might substitute for, or be a bet- 
ter choice than the “ready pack” 
discussed in GETTING 
READY FOR RESISTANCE. 
At least make provision for the 
possibility that you may wish to 
“take refuge” without picking 
up the pack. 

Food, clothing, and shelter are 
the recognized essentials for sur- 
vival.For shelter, a camouflaged 
biwy-sack is lighter and more 
easily concealed than a tent, it 
also extends the insulating 
capacity of your bedding. You 
may want a light, well made 
biwy-sack for your ready pack 
(where it is available for ordinary 
use) but for a cache you can make 
one from a camo army poncho. 
Coated cordura makes a long- 
lasting ground cloth if you sew 
your own. 


Unless you’ve chosen a frozen 
refuge, you probably won’t want 
to bury a sleeping bag out in the 
woods even though you may ar- 
rive without one. Army surplus 
overcoats inside the biwy-sack 
with long, insulated underwear, 
extra clothing, and available in- 
sulating materials (such as dry 
leaves and grass) would be accep- 
table in most areas and weather. 
The overcoat can be sprayed 
with any of the silicone based 
water repellants so that it will 
shed sleet and snow. Don’t 
forget a can or two for re- 
treatment. 

In many areas good rain gear 
will be essential to maintain 
health, but you probably won’t 
want to cache an expensive, 
breathable rainsuit. A camo ar- 
my poncho is a cost effective 
choice, but it will be more useful 
with extra ties and “reef points” 
sewn on (and sealed) to allow 
gathering up as required to pre- 
vent snagging in brush, to be 
able to work in it and to permit 
rigging for cooking and shelter. 
In my ready pack I have a home- 
sewn, breathable-waterproof top 
to wear under a camo shirt 
jacket. This protects the rain 
garment and conceals the shiny 
finish. Slits extending from the 
waist to armpit and down to the 
elbow give the extra ventilation 
you need when climbing, work- 
ing, or carrying a heavy pack. 
Velcro tabs allow sealing the 
slits when more protection from 
rain or cold is needed. 

Viet Nam boots are the best 
buy of which I know. They’re 
cheap enough to cache and with 
a pair of felt ins£>les._they’ll get 
you through an Appalachian 
winter, so they should be good 
enough for most times and 
places. Depending on use and 
abuse they’ll last up to a year. If 
the injection molded soles begin 
to pull away from the leather up- 
pers you can glue them with 
epoxy for a little more use. Don’t 
forget to cache some Neatsfoot 
oil and wax/sealer, as no boot will 
last long in constant use without 
care. 

If you cache a flashlight of the 
same type as the one in your 
ready pack you may be able to 
cannibalize parts if necessary. 
Don’t forget that batteries and 


bulbs go fast when you use them 
every night. For the cache I like 
lithium batteries, in spite of the 
outrageous price, because of 
their extremely long storage life. 
They also last a bit longer in use, 
which helps to offset the cost. 

The kind of food you cache will 
depend on your tastes and nor- 
mal diet, but some general obser- 
vations can be made. Freeze- 
dried, dehydrated and canned 
foods are particularly suitable 
for long term storage, as are the 
numerous brands of food pack- 
ages designed for survivalists. 
But I think the MOST impor- 
tant factor is to minimize cook- 
ing. If you are conducting an ef- 
fective resistance, if you really 
are preventing the greed and 
power elite from killing some 
part of the Earth, then you have 
to expect that they will try to 
find you. They might go so far as 
to investigate everyone camped 
in the surrounding area. Even a 
well hidden camp can be found 
by the sight and smell of smoke. 

If the local pigs can’t find you 
and you get them mad enough, 
they may even try aerial, infra- 
red photographic surveillance. 
In that case a twig fire or little 
bed of coals would show up if 
you didn’t have some sort of 
overhead protection from obser- 
vation. A small cookstove under 
a pot, with a taip, rock forma- 
tion or any other good cover 
should be okay. And even fires 
probably won’t be visible in 
rain, snow, or heavy fog the 
times you’d really like a hot 
meal But you can appreciate 
how much your security will be 
enhanced if you aren’t having to 
cook three squares a day! 

Because of this I like foods 
that can be eaten raw: nuts, 
roasted soybeans and peanuts, 
sunflower and pumpkin seeds, 
alfalfa and mung bean sprouts, 
peanut butter and sesame ta- 
hini, all kinds of dried food and 


jerky, canned foods, and so on. 
There are various kinds and 
brands of modern hard-tack 
wheat or rye biscuits; next best 
are the instant and quick-cook 
cereals you can fill up on. Cache 
plenty of oil, salt, sugar, your 
accustomed spices, and don’t 
forget catsup and pickle relis h— 
Even a school lunch can be 
gagged down when liberally 
slathered with either or both of 
these famous Reagan vege - 
tables! 

'"Such minimal cooking will 
conserve fuel and make it feasi- 
ble to stockpile plenty, but it 
seems to me that a stove which 
uses a pressurized can would 
not be a good choice due to the 
number and volume of cans in- 
volved, not to mention the ex- 
pense. 

Maps will not last long under 
field conditions unless they are 
waterproofed and kept in a pro- 
tective case. I see map “treat- 
ments” for sale in catalogs, but 
the price is high. One easy pro- 
tective treatment is to use a 
spray can of “exterior” polyure- 
thane varnish: two light coats 
on the front and one on the back. 
A cheaper (and less consump- 
tive and polluting) way is to 
brush it on from a can. Thin it as 
much as one third with turpen- 
tine, so it will flow easily and 
soak in before becoming tacky. 
One coat on each side is usually 
sufficient when brushing it on. 
After the maps have dried 
THOROUGHLY, dust them 
heavily with talcum powder and 
stow them, preferably rolled. 

Even though treated, the 
maps should still be carried in a 
case when in use, or they won’t 
last long. You can make a simple, 
cheap case by sewing 1” nylon 
webbing on the two long edges 
and one end of a piece of coated 
nylon cloth, which is just slight- 
ly wider and several inches 
longer than a map. Slip the map 


edges under the webbing, do the 
same with a piece of clear, flexi- 
ble plastic, then roll and tie. 
“Roll window g lazing” is a 
suitable plastic, available in 
almost any builder’s supply 
store; art and business supply 
stores may also have a suitable 
material. 

Food, clothing and so on must 
be DRY and clean when sealed 
for storage. The 5 and 7 gallon 
buckets sold by most food co-ops 
make good storage containers. 
The lids should have a gasket 
seal, and ought to be thoroughly 
taped on with duct-tape. Many 
items, such as fuel cans, may 
simply be plastic bagged and 
directly buried, but should be 
covered with something, such as 
a layer of rock, to prevent 
damage when digging up. An ar- 
my “entrenching tool” is a han- 
dy sized shovel, which can be 
stashed nearby, covered lightly 
enough to dig out by hand. 

To ensure the security of your 
cache, leave no disturbed earth 
or other signs of digging. Raw 
subsoil scattered around on the 
normal ground cover, or mixed 
with it, is very obvious. When 
you first dig the hole you will 
have to carry most of the dirt 
away and dispose of it incon- 
spicuously. When opening the 
cache, you can pile the dirt on 
anything available, such as a 
ground-cloth or poncho. The foot 
or so of dirt over the contained s) 
should be lightly tamped so that 
it won’t settle and leave a notice- 
able depression. Make careful 
measurements, sight line in- 
tersections or inconspicuous 
markers to remember exactly 
where your caches are. 

Cache more than you think 
you’ll need. As the old saying 
goes, “It is better to have and 
not need, than to need and not 
have ! *' 



WATT ENTERS 

COYOTE (concluded) 


LUCIFER: The case against you grows 

even as the evidence from your mouth is added. 
Hold thy venomous tongue 
as Imbecility speaks - 

(Ignorance leaves as Imbecility enters) 


IMBECILITY: How may ignorance be overcome 

when one remains willfully ignorant? 

And when sensitivity is absent 

the best efforts of wind and water 

fail to penetrate the lead walls of the mind. 

For most men, wisdom lingers, as is said. 

But for others unattainable, and instead, 
age reinforces all their wrong opinions 
while seniority enlarges their dominions. 

WATT: Are these the facts upon which rests my fate? 

Tell me sir, what science would accept them? 


LUCIFER: Impatient I’ve become. False science 

and its adherents are the bane of Earth. 

Experts, bah! Theirs is not to proclaim right, 
but to celebrate the trite. 

If only Hegel was around, or Leibnitz 
or that Newton clown 
you could sit in on their classes 
and die of boredom in the process. 

WATT: Oh, that's cute, a dandy rhyme, 

in pointing out the scholar’s crime - 

(Lucifer pulls a coyote mask from the wall behind him and puts it on, then 
gets on all fours. Watt stands, terrified.) 


LUCIFER: I have tired of this trial 

and long to be drunk on fresh desert trails. 
But first a meal of awful human flesh - 

(He attacks and devours Watt) 


CHORUS: The logic of his death may not be clear 

to James Watt and those like him who may hear. 

But we are happy that finally in death 
he served a useful purpose being ‘et. 
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EARTH FIRST! AND DIGNITY 


We who proclaim the message 
“Earth First!’’ are like a young 
David preparing to face an ar- 
mored Goliath. I say this as en- 
couragement. One well-slung 
rock can bring down a giant. I 
use this image for another rea- 
son as well. Like David, in truth 
much more than David, we are 
Holy Warriors, fighting to 
preserve that which we have 
come to know is the Holiest of 
the Holy: our Mother Earth. We 
are still in the process of 
recruiting our army and choos- 
ing our weapons. Our forces are 
growing and the first skirmishes 
have been fought. We have won 
a few victories, we have suffered 
more defeats. Our record has 
been like that of the first 
American Army: “We fight, get 
beat, then rise, and fight again." 
But we are children of the Earth 
and, like Antaeus, each time we 
are thrown down upon our 
Mother Earth we rise up twice 
as strong as before. 

For weapons we have chosen 
those forged by one of the great 
Holy Warriors of our age: Mo- 
handas Gan dhi. Our Cause~Ts 
perhaps - evSrT'greater than his, 
for one might say that he strug- 
gled for human justice merely, 
but I like to think that he was 
ultimately one of us, for he too 
believed that the Machine is 
good only as it eases Man’s life 
without interfering in more im- 
portant matters, without viola- 
ting Higher Laws than those of 
Man’s devising. Gandhi’s 
weapons are those he called 
Ahimsa and Satyagraha. - N on- 
violen ce and Truthforce. Head- 
VisesThe Holy Wamorjif he has 
the courage and self-discipline, 
to fight the sin and not the sin- 
nerT to have no s ympathy for the 
crime, but great sympathy for 
the criminair 

I have no use for hero-worship, 
nor do I wish to raise any person 


to the level of an Authority, but 
some voices are more profitably 
heard than others. I have great 
respect for Edward Abbey. I 
would be proud to be accepted 
by Dave Foreman, Jim Stiles 
and “Nagasaki Johnson” as 
their comrade. I have, I 
think, even greater respect for 
prophets like my old friends 
Henry Thoreau, John Muir and 
Mohandas Gandhi And so I am 
sometimes disturbed by tenden- 
cies I see within the “Earth 
First!” movement, tendencies I 
doubt would find the approval of 
my friends. I wonder at the sca- 
tological humor, venomous 
hatred and personal insult I find 
sprinkled thro’ the pages of our 
journal. Can we use such tactics 
and still boast of the purity of 
our Cause? The sincerity of our 
passions and the devotion of our 
hearts are no excuse for unwor- 
thy methods. The end does not 
justify the means. 

I am told that “ridicule is a 
most effective weapon" but I 
fear I disagree. Satire has its 
value, especially in certain con- 
texts, but the more subtle the 
satire, the closer it comes to the 
plain truth, the more effective it 
is. Ridicule is at best a two- 
edged blade that nearly always 
cuts the wielder as deeply as he 
who receives the blow. The ob- 
iect of any military action is to ' 
destro y the enemy's will to. 
resistT (T hose wh o artempt. lo 
destroy the ability to resis t 

usn^aijyriail,TinIessiEeir . method 
. is - genocide.) This is especially 
trui of — actions fought with 
truthforce. When we crudely ri- 
dicule an enemy we merely in- 
crease his will to resist, altho’ it 
might make us feel better. It 
does not further the Cause. 

I am also told that we should 
not worry about our public 
image, but I would amend that 
by adding “too much.” Few peo- 


ple, unfortunately, judge an 
issue by its merits. They judge 
it by the way they perceive its 
partisans. If we appear to the 
rest of our species to be a bunch 
of drunken, irresponsible prank- 
sters, most of them will take 
neither our beliefs nor our Cause 
seriously. Cracking Glen Can- 
yon Dam might demonstrate 
well what we are fighting 
against, but it will not 
demonstrate what we are fight- 
ing for. Our movement is con- 
structive, not destructive. We 
fight to preserve what is holy, 
restore what has been lost, and 
make a better future for our- 
selves and our Mother Earth. 
Making our goals clear to others 
is one of the means whereby we 
can reach those goals. 

In a letter-to-the-editor, Rick 
Spalding has cautioned us to not 
sink too low. The letter is worth 
reading. We are all Warriors in a 
Holy Cause, fighting for the 
freedom and dignity of all living 
things. We might carry our- 
selves with a little more of that 
dignity right now. We deserve 
it. We are our Mother’s devoted 
children, her defenders, and I 
think we can afford to take a lit- 
tle pride in that fact. Humor and 
humility are vital to us. We 
must remember who and what 
we are. We must maintain our 
perspective. But may not the 
hand take pride in its dexterity 
without insulting the rest of the 
body? I believe that dignity 
( without pompo si ty) is .jM>ssible. 
even for our species ! 

1 havcTbeen impressed by the 
work of our comrades in Austra- 
lia. I greatly admire the “Earth 
First!” flag they fly. The Green 
Fist of our “Earth First!” logo 
symbolizes our Will to Resist, 
but the Australian flag logo pic- 
tures Earth Herself, and even 
better symbolizes that for which 
we struggle. We need both, and 


I would like to suggest the Au- 
stralian logo be adopted by us 
as an alternative symbol (per- 
haps for us with Turtle Island 
centered on the globe). 

Let there be no misunder- 
standing. I do not want to see 
Earth First! censored in the 
name of “good taste” or for any 
other reason. I do not want to 
see the Earth First! Movement 
become organized, bureaucratiz- 
ed, sanitized, pacified, domesti- 
cated or otherwise emasculated. 
I offer a little advice perhaps, 
not criticism. (I may be wrong.) I 
stand behind the movement all 
the way. No Compromise in the 
Defense of Mother Earth! The 
Order of the Monkey Wrench is 
a badge of honor. Deep Ecology 
and Radical Environmentalism 
are our watchwords. We do not 
wish to become completely re- 
spectable. The Foundation, the 
SWAAT teams (our own Minute 
Men), the journal, all these are 
just the beginnings, the first 
breath of the winds that we hope 
will someday sweep across this 
land and cleanse it of centuries 
of accumulated filth. I do want 
to see us emphasize the best of 
what we are and hope for. Never- 
theless, we are all comrades in 
the same great struggle. Our 
styles and tastes may differ, but 
we are all children of the same 
Mother (as is even James Watt 
himself, however blind and 
matricidal he may be). Our dif- 
ferences are insignficant when 
compared to that one fact. With 
one thought we obliterate all 
such ephemera: Earth First! 

Terra Primera! 

Viva la Terra! 

Salud, Camaradas. 

Doc Raccoon 


DESERT CONFERENCE V 

CLAIR TAPPAN LODGE - DONNER PASS, CA 

SEPTEMBER 16-18, 1983 

INFO: Karen Tanner 702-322-5215 - 1640 Davidson Way, Reno, NV 89509 


FEATURING: Huey Johnson 
Earth First! 

Rafting BLM Rivers 
Women in Wilderness 
Guerrilla Theater 
BLM Wilderness Strategy 
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GIFT 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Introduce others to Earth 
First! and receive the EF! 
bumpersticker of your choice, 
10 silent agitators or a little 
monkey wrench for each gift 
subscription you make. In- 
dicate what you would like on 
the subscription form. 


SUNSHINE 

ENVIRONMENTALISTS 
By Rick Davis 

We call ourselves “environ- 
mentalists.” This is because, we 
tell ourselves and others, we care 
about Mother Earth. Saving our 
Mother means saving ourselves 
and posterity. So we demand 
that factories stop polluting, that 
oil companies not drill and that 
lumber companies not cut. We 
say “no” to nuclear power and 
the MX. We curse Watt and 
Reagan. We demonstrate, block- 
ade and even get arrested. 

Yes, it’s wonderful. Especially 
since Earth First! seems to be 
taking more positive action than 
most other groups. But is it 
enough? 

I’ve talked to a lot of people 
who call themselves “environ- 
mentalists,” but who, in my opi- 
nion, weren’t any more so than 
James Watt. They only think 
they care about the Earth, but 
their empty talk is little more 
than lip service to the movement. 

So what am I suggesting they 
do? Well, if we all took action as 
positive as that taken by some of 
the heros of Earth First!, that 
would be best. But we can’t. In 
fact, some of us can do more for 
the movement by supporting 
these heroes in other ways. 

But there’s something we can 
all do to reduce the destruction of 
the Earth: live frugally. By this I 
mean simply that we buy fewer 
things. All the things we have, 
from our undershirts to our en- 
vironment - destroying plastic 
pens, are made from parts of the 
Earth. To make even the 
smallest trinket (like bumper 
stickers or toy monkey wrenches) 
requires that we change some 
part of the natural environment 
into whatever it is that we are 
making. W hen the economist s 
talk about’ raising production. 


efinition talkin 
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ch we change the Earth into 
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That’s right, friends. Even 
printing up the Earth First! jour- 
nal requires that we destroy 
some part of the environment (in 
this case, trees). 

So what I’m saying is tha t re- 
cvcling is not enough. I’m sa 


that we should restram our lm 


to buy, and try to get along 


ewer possessio ns. After all, 
small is beautiful, and less is 
more, isn’t it? 

Admittedly, restraining the 
impulse to buy is very difficult, 
especially for us children of the 
consumer culture. After all, 
weren’t we brought up to believe 
that spending is “good for the 
economy”? Doesn't modern 
American culture teach us that 
consumption is a virtue? 

Now, back to those so-called 
environmentalists who demand 
that oil companies stop drilling, 
that lumber companies stop cut- 
ting and that factories stop 
polluting. While muttering the 
ritual incantations against Watt 
and Company, they drive their 
polluting automobiles to the local 
shopping mall (“the bus is too in- 
convenient”), buy a trunk load of 
plastic and rubber gewgaws, 
truck them home, and pack them 
into a house already so full of 
spoils from shopping sprees that 
it squeaks. This isn’t even 
Audubon environmentalism. It’s 
just American consumerism. 
And the practitioners of this evil 
art are sunshine environmen- 
talists. Need I say more? 
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When humans investigate and 
see through their layers of 
anthropocentric self-cherishing, 
' l a most profound change in con- 
sciousness begins to take place. 

Alienation subsides. The 
human is no longer an outsider, 
apart.- Your humanness is th en 
recognized as being merelyth e 
most recent stage of your exis - 
tence, and as you ’stop Identifying 
exclusively with this chapter, you 
start to get in touch with yourself 
as mammal, as vertebrate, as a 
species only recently emerged 
from the rainforest. As the fog of 
amnesia disperses, there is a 
transformation in your relation- 
ship to other species, and in your 
commitment to them. 

What is described here should 
not be seen as merely intellectual. 
The intellect is one entry point to 
the process outlined, and the 
easiest one to communicate. For 
some people however, this change 
of perspective follows from 
actions on behalf of Mother 
Earth. 

‘T am protecting the rainfor- 
est” d evel ops to "I am part of the 
rainforest protecting myself. I 
am that part of the jainforest 
recently emerged into thinking.” 

' What a relief th en! The thou- 
sancts of years of (imagined) 
separation are over and we begin 
to recall our true nature. That is, 
the change is a spiritual one, 
thinking like a mountain (3), 
sometimes referred to as “deep 
ecology.” 

As your memory improves, as 
the implications of the sciences of 
evolution and ecology are intern- 
alized and replace the outmoded 
anthropocentric structures in 
your mind, there is identification 
with all life. Then follows the 
realization that the distinction 
between “life” and “lifeless” is a 
human construct. Every atom in 
this body existed 'before organic 
life emerged 4000 million years 
ago/R emember our childhood as~ 
minerals, as lava, as rocks? Rocks 
contain the potentiality to weave 
themselves into such stuff as this. 
We are the rocks dancing. Why 
do we look down on them with 
such a Condescending air? It is 
they that are the immortal part of 
us. 



ANTHROPOCENTRISM 


By 

John 

Seed 



Photos on this page are the Australian direct action on Terania Rainforest 


If we embark upon such an 
inner voyage, we may find, upon 
returning to 1983 consensus 
reality, that our actions on behalf 
of the environment are purified 
and strengthened by the exper- 
ience. 

We find here a level of our 
being that moth, rust, nuclear 
holocaust or destruction of the 
rainforest gene pool do not cor- 
rupt. The commitment to “save 
the world” is not decreased by the 
new perspective, although the 
fear and anxiety which were part 
of our motivation start to dis- 
sipate and are replaced by a 
certain disinterestedness. We act 
because life is the only game in 
town, but actions from adisinter- 
ested, less attached consciousness 
may be more effective. 

Activists often don’t have much 
time for meditation. The disin- 
terested space we find here may 
be similar to meditation. Some 
teachers of meditation are em- 
bracing deep ecology. (4) 

Of all the species that have ever 
ex tSfecTr it is estima t ed that leis 
than oneTna h undr ed exist today, . 
The rest are - extinct. As environ- 
ment changes, any species that is 
unable to adapt, to change, to 
evolve is extinguished. All evolu- 
tion takes place in this fashion. In 
this way an oxygen-starved fish, 
ancestor of yours and mine com- 
menced to colonise the land. 
Threat of extinction is the 
potter’s hand that molds all the 
forms of life. 

The human species is one of the 
millions threatened by imminent 
extinction through nuclear war 
and other environmental 
changes. Though , it is true that 
t he “human naturVrevealed hv~ 
12,000 years of written history 
does not offer much hop e that we 
can change our warHRe, greedy, 

ignorant ways, the vastly longer 

fossil history assures us that we 
~c<ni chang e. We are that fish, and 
the myriad of other death - 
defying feats of flexibility which 
a study of evolution reveals of us. 
A certain confidence (in spite of 
our recent “humanity”) is 
warranted. 

From this point of view, the 
threat of ext inction a ppears as 
The Invitation to changed to 
evolve. After a DTiOf respitFfrom 
the potter’s hand, here we are 
back on the wheel again. 

The change that is required of 

us is obviously a change in con- 

sciousness. Deep ecology is the, 
search for a viable consciousness. 

Surely consciousness emerged 
and evolved according to the 
same law as everything else — 
molded by environmental pres- 
sures. In the recent past when 


faced by intolerable environ- 
mental pressures, our ancestors 
thought their way out. Now we too 
must think like a mountain. 

If we are to be open to evolving 
a new consciousness, we must 
fully face up to our impending 
extinction (the ultimate environ- 
mental pressure). This means 
acknowledging that part of us 
which shies away from the truth, 
hides in intoxication or busyness 
from the despair of the human, 
whose 4000 million year race is 
run, whose organic life is a mere 
hairsbreadth from finished. (5) 

Our biocentric perspective, 
the realization that rocks will 
dance, and that roots go deeper 
than 4000 million years may 
give us the courage to face 
despair and break through to 
an evolved consciousness, one 
that is in harmony with life 
again and sustainable. 

"Protecting something as wide 
as this planet is still an abstrac- 
tion for ma ny. Yet I see the day in 
our own I ife ti meViat reference fo r 
the natural systems — the oceans , 
t he rainf orests, the soil, the grass - 
l ands, and all other living 
thing s — will be so strong that no 
narrow ideology based upon poli- 
itics or econo mics will overcome it. 
Jerry Fir owiT, Uor. of CaTJforn ia 
— ; ( 6 ) 


The term “deep ecology” was 
coined by the NorwegiarT pro- 
fessor of Philosophy, eco-activist 
Arne Nae ss and has been taken 
up by academies and environ- 
mentalists in Europe, the U.S. 
and Australia. 

" The essence of deep ecology is to 
ash deeper questio ns. . . T We as h 
whieh ~soeietu. which education, 
which form of relig ion is 
beneficial for all life on the plane t 
as a whole." (7) 

“The author is helping to organ- 
ize a conference on deep ecology 
to be held in northern New South 
Wales August 12-19 this year, 
and another conference on medi- 
tation and social action in April 
1984. (8). Anyone interested in 
these or in the deep ecology net- 
work write to John Seed, Rain- 
forest Information Centre, Box 
368, Lismore, NSW 2480, 
Australia. 

(1) from the poem “A Little 
Scraping”, The Selected Poetry of 
Robbinson Jeffers, Random 
House, New York 1933 (out of 
print). 

(2) Genesis 9:2 

(3) “The forester ecologist Aldo 
Leopold underwent a dramatic 
conversion from the “steward- 
ship” shallow ecology resource- 
management mentality of man- 


over-nature to announce that 
humans should see themselves 
realistically as “plain members” 
of the biotic community. After 
the conversion, Leopold saw 
steadily, and with “shining 
clarity” as he broke through the 
anthropocentric illusions of his 
time and began “thinking like a 
mountain.” George Sessions, 
“Spinoza Perennial Philosophy, 
and Deep Ecology," photostat. 
Sierra College. Rocklin Califor- 
nia. 1979. See Aido Leopold. A 
Sand County Almanac, O.U.P 
London, 1949. 

(4) “For Dogen Zenji, the others 
who are “none other than myself" 
include mountains, rivers and the 
great earth. When one thinks like 
a mountain, one thinks also like 
the black bear, and thisisastep... 
to deep ecology, which requires 
openness to the black bear, be- 
coming truly intimate with the 
black bear, so that honey dribbles 
down your fur as you catch the 
bus to work.” Robert Aitken 
Roshi, Zen Buddhist teacher, 
“Gandhi, Dogen and Deep Ecol- 
ogy,” Zero magazine. 

(5) For the creative uses of 
despair, see Joanna Macy, 
“Despair Work,” Erolutiomtry 
Blues. Vol. 1, No. 1, 1981, PO Box 
448 Areata, California 95521. 
U.S.A For a long look at our im- 
pending extinction see Jonathon 
Schell. The Fat e of t he Earth, Pan 
Books 1982. 

(6) “ Not Man Apart, ” Friends of 
the Earth newsletter, Vol. 9 No. 
9. August 1979. 

(7) Interview with Arne Naess 
by The Ten Directions, Zen 
Centre of Los Angeles newslet- 
ter, Summer/Fall 1982. 

(8) The ten day social action/ 
meditation gathering will be 
focalized by Vimala Thakar, a 
friend from India. “I don’t seeany 
difference between the spiritual 
life, as you call it, and social 
action. I see it just like inhaling 
and exhaling which are not two 
different processes. The inhaling 
would be meaningless if there 
was no exhalation." from an 
interview with Jack Kornfield. 
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MUTTERINGS 
FROM MAMA 

by Mama Rue 


LUGHNASADH 

“Lughnasadh (pronounced 
loo-nus-uh) means ‘the com- 
memoration of Lugh’. Who was 
Lugh? He was a fire- and light- 
god of the Baal/Hercules type 
(see the Beltane issue); his name 
may be from the same root as the 
Latin lux, meaning light (which 
also gives us Lucifer, ‘the light- 
bringer). He is really the same 
god as Baal/Beli/Balor, but a 
later and more sophisticated ver- 
sion of him. In mythology, the 
historical replacing of one god by 
a later form (following invasion, 
for example, or a revolutionary 
advance in technology) is often 
remembered as the killing, blin- 
ding or emasculation of the older 
by the younger, while the essen- 
tial continuity is acknowledged 
by making the younger into the 
son or grandson of the elder. (If 
the superseded diety is a god- 
dess, she often reappears as the 
wife of the newcomer.) Thus 
Lugh, in Irish legend, was a 
leader of the Tuatha De Danann 
(‘the peoples of the Goddess 
Dana’), the last-but-one con- 
querors of Ireland in the 
mythological cycle, while Balor 
was king of the Fomors, whom 
the Tuatha De defeated; and in 
the battle Lugh blinded Balor.” 
(Quoted from Janet and Stewart 
Farrar, Eight Sabbats for Wit- 
ches.) 

This Lughnasadh article com- 
pletes the cycle of nature-based 
holidays and some of the 
mythology on which they are 
based. A new year begins with 
Samhain (Halloween). Have you 
noticed that every holiday 
marks some aspect in the 
development of the Sun 
God/Hero archetype, an ar- 
chetype essentially male in 
character? Although females 
can be heroes, too, more likely 
women are too busy creating 
and nurturing life (the Earth 
Mother archetype) to go around 
fighting battles. And apparent- 
ly our ancestors liked the same 
kind of violence-and-death 
stories that keep the TV sta- 
tions operating today. Feeding 
the young is not very exciting. 

You know, in old Ireland the 
ladies had a no-nonsense way of 
expressing their appreciation to 
the heroes who fought to pro- 
tect them. The Queen of Ulster 
and the ladies of the court- 
about 600 of them-came to 
meet the great Irish hero, 


Cuchulainn naked above the 
waist and raising their skirts to 
expose what they didn’t have on 
underneath. This was their way 
of showing how greatly they 
honored him. In those days, to be 
called a bastard was a mark of 
distinction because it implied 
that one’s mother had been cle- 
ver and beautiful enough to at- 
tract an especially valorous 
knight who contributed his su- 
perior genes to her progeny. Can 
you imagine poor Cuchulainn be- 
ing importuned by 600 ladies, all 
wanting to make a child by him? 

Many of those ladies were 
“virgins”, meaning merely that 
they did not belong to any one 
man (until the word was later re- 
defined by the patriarchs). This 
descriptor had nothing whatso- 
ever to do with the state of a 
woman’s hymen, but rather to a 
state of commitment to a rela- 
tionship. Motherhood was wor- 
shipped as the creative and nur- 
turing source of life, and women 
se lected warr ior heroes (and still 
Hopas the stock to breed. Tpis. 
selection process, originally bas- 
ed on love of the p rotec tor, may 
' haveLee n a ma.i or factor lead ing 
to the downfall of women , 
Goddess-worship and the Earth 
i tself. _ 

“Back when the Great Mother 
was worshipped as the power of 
life and death, females generally 
held more of the power over 
material things. In most such 
cultures, children and property 
were held through the maternal 
line. Males could be summarily 
divorced with no property settle- 
ment. Now one might speculate 
that these men were jealous of 
women’s economic power and re- 
sentful of the fact that they 
couldn’t give birth to the pro- 
geny on which that power, 
through inheritance, rested. Ah, 
but even if they didn’t have the 
power to give life, they had the 
power to deal death. Enough 
such resentful men together 
could and did rape and kill over 
the centuries until they sub- 
jugated women into possessions. 


A woman who belonged to her 
husband and had never been ex- 
posed to any other man - a 
virgin, as the word came to mean 
- could be depended upon to 
have only the husband’s child- 
ren. That is, if he kept her 
carefully under his control Then 
it was safe to pass property 
through the male, or patriarchal 
line from father to son instead of 
from mother to daughter. Thus, 
leaving superior physical power , 
angry male warriors grabbed 
"e conomic power - much as they 
do today - and obta ined control 
over socie ty,.. 

~ But the men who wanted the 
po vyer and took it were not the 
Happy, loving, considerate, fair- 
minded men. They were more 
likely the aggressive, violent 
men who were too difficult to 
keep around the house, a nd were - 
serif “outside to play". Such men 
would likely form “gangs”, steal 
women and develop tribes based 
on a hierarchy where the man at 
the top was the fiercest com- 
petitor. These warriors were not 
fighting for the queen; they were 
fighting against the queen. The 
queens were probably not very 
well-organized for fighting. 
Females, even today and even as 
young as three years old, tend to 
get together in groups, discuss 
what each person wants to do or 
what each does best, assign 
leadership on the basis of comp- 
etence and willingness to work 
hard and cooperate on a task un- 
til it’s done. Some Indian tribes 
still organize in this fashion. It’s 
generally well-known, however, 
that warriors then and now 
fought one another until they 
achieved a pecking order or 
hierarchy, where the strongest 
and meanest became king. Then 
everyone else had to do what the 
king said or get beaten up by 
him. Thus, the king’s word 
became law and was obeyed by 
all the rest. Loyalty and obe- 
dience to the king’s order 
resulted in protection and pro- 
motion. “In the beginning was 
the Word and the Word was 


God”. Much of this development 
is speculation, but it’s one way to 
account for the ” sex-change” 
that happened to God. 

As the warrior kings gained 
control over the land and socie- 
ties, they organized everybody 
into the same hierarchical 
system that had won them their 
power. That system is excellent 
for conduc t ing warfar e or any 
kincT of competition T Peaceful 
people usually are buly making a 
living or doing whatever they 
like (or trying to recover from the 
mistakes they made doing what 
they liked), and it’s very difficult 
to get them together and trained 
for a fight. So a system devel- 
oped for warfare created a 
warlike society/world. Now 
everything is based on competi- 
tion - business, our legal syst em," 
T he' political system, etc. Our 
governmentalTeaclers gain 
power by defeating opponents; 
then they take their places in the 
hierarchy where the Word comes 
down to the people, but any in- 
f ormation opposing t he official 
Wor d is h eretical and either ig- 
nored or punished. The fact that 
a large majority of Americans 
consider a clean and protected 
environment of utmost impor- 
tance and have said so in over- 
whelming numbers at hearings, 
demonstrations and in law 
courts is, in a way, irrelevant. 
Any king, any strong warrior, 
who lets himself by swayed by 
the protests of the common 
soldiers is sure to wind up with 
his army in chaos and lose the 
battle. 

Th ese two syste ms-t he one 
b ased on competition managed ~ 
by hierarcKy^and obedience and., 
t he otherloased on cooperation 
managed by communication a nd 
indlvithral responsibility - have 
very different implications for 
the future development of socie- 
ty. At U.C.L.A. several years 
ago, several researchers endea- 
vored to investigate what hap- 
pens when people cooperate or 
compete with each other. The 
game that experimental subjects 
played, the ‘prisoner’s 
dilemma”, is analogous to the 
situation that exists between the 
world powers holding nuclear 
war capacity. If one party coo- 
perates (disarms) while the other 
competes (attacks), then the 
cooperator loses. If both parties 
compete, both lose. Only if both 
parties cooperate can they both 



for the Earth First! Damn Crackers 
and with appreciation for Ralph Waldo 
Emerson’s “Concord Hymn.” 

The Conquered Damn 

by Marcy Willow 


On the rude damn that arched the flood. 

Their flag to Springtime’s breeze unfurled, 
There the embattled patriots stood. 

And struck the crack felt round the world 

Below Lake Foul, and all its geeks. 

The Great Glen Canyon sleeps; 

But soon the ruined damn shall streak 
Down the dark stream which seaward leaps. 


On this green bank, by this wild stream, 
I set today a votive pen; 

Insp’ration may their deed redeem, 
Defense of Wilderness again. 

Spirit, that made those hereos dare 
To set that shackled river free, 

Bid SWAAT and Nature smash and tear 
Each new offense to them and thee. 


nb. - stanza 3, line 2: “ wrench ” may be substitued for 
as the occasion requires, or for an off-rhyme., 
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JBig Oil Behind Anti-Wattism 

Detroit — Inform America, a 
pro-Jim Watt organization based 
in Detroit, has charged that 
Atlantic Richfield, the Ford 
F oundation, the Rockefeller 
Fund, and other Trilateral Com- 
mission stooges are behind Sierra 
Club attempts to fire Secretary of 
the Interior James Watt. The af- 
filiated Parity Foundation 
charges that such groups gave 
$18,000,000 in 1980 to “World No 
Growth Environmentalist 
Organizations.” A spokesperson 
for Earth First! said, “Gee, 
what’s wrong with us? We 
haven't even got a cheeseburger 
from the Ford Foundation and 
we’re more no-growth than any- 
one!" Inform America ur ges you 
to caTl Them collect'at 3 DT96T- J 
ho 14 for more information! 


LETTERS (cont.) 


Dear EF! 

I just received the Litha Edition 
of Earth First!. It is great. I want 
to give my compliments for the 
Wilderness Preserve System ar- 
ticle. My brother and I have been 
thinking of declaring everything 
north of Duluth in Minnesota as 
Wilderness. I am glad that you 
all agree. Being one of the last, if 
not the last place in the Lower 48 
states wild enough to have tim- 
ber wolves, this designaton is 
very important. Is there a Min- 
nesota group of Earth First!? If 
not, I would like to be a contact 
and organizer. 

Be Free 
Tom Lewanski 
3718 Columbus 
Mineapolis, MN 55407 


win. When the researchers talk- 
ed with the players after the 
game, the cooperators would say 
in frustration something like, 
“Well I was trying to arrange 
things so we could both win, but 
he just wouldn’t cooperate.” But 
when the competitors were inter- 
viewed they were very proud at 
having won the game, cared 
nothing for the feelings of the 
other player, were totally 
unaware that the other player 
had been trying to cooperate or 
that the game could have been 
won by them both that way. 
When asked what they thought 
the other player was doing, the 
competitors replied that the 
other was weak, dumb, didn’t 
know how to play the game and 
deserved no respect. Oh yes, the 
researchers found that women 
were significantly more often 
cooperators than were men. 
Does this give you any ideas 
about why women are often 
thought weak, dumb, or ignorant 
of how to play the game? Or why 
environmentalists keep losing 
out in the game for control of 
natural resources? Notice that it 
is the c ooperators who have the 
higher level of awareness, but 
tfte~Competitors who keep win- 
mng the game. And the com- 
petitors are likely to see all other 
life forms, as well as Nature 
Herself, as enemies to be 
defeated. 

Can we be both? Can we who 
love Mother Earth and want to 
see the balance of nature 
restored successfully compete 
with the hierarchical power- 
grabbers? We must reach an_ 
even higher leve l of awareness if 
we are to maintain our sense of 
bilance at the samelime we com - 
pete ferociously to protect the 
g5 rth-from lh7rse~nTft~fflpfTwKo 
lo ok forward to “the second com : 
ing’l These competitive olcfwar- 
nors seem to see even future 
generations as competitors for 
their power and thus as enemies. 
With that view, they may be 
capable of stripping the world so 
that no one has the resources for 
future power, or of exchanging 
bombs with another country’s 
old men thus making' sure that 
no one will take their power by 
outliving them. The mythical cy- 
cle of nature continues: “The 
King Must Die!” or better yet, 
let us blind the old king(s) with 
the brilliant light of a new and 
better philosophy. 


Earth First! ers, 

Thank you for the contribution 
you are making! Nothing will 
stop world-wide ecological in- 
sanity short of total world 
ecological revolution. This 
means; 

1. Drastic and quick world 
population reduction (without 
atomic war). 

2. The end of nationalism and 
big enterprise (capitalist or 
socialist). 

3. The rise of the ecologically 
conscious. 

4. The organization of a new 
world order based on sound 
ecological principles. 

In the meantime do the best 
we can. Fight them every step of 
the way. We’re going to win (but 
we can’t wait too long). 

The Head family 


excerpt from FACTORY by Antler 



UNCORK THE ULTIMATE. H 


City Lights Dooks 
261 Columbus Ave. 

Son Francisco CA 94130 


ARMED WITH VISIONS 


Art GoodTiMts • Box 1008 • TeIIrkIe • CO • 841^5 


I should be paid for discovering America 
is committing suicide with factories! 

I should be paid for wondering if I'm only o defect 
in the moss-production of zombies! ... 

How much do I get for watching the sunrise? 

How much do I get for sleeping under the stars? ... 

How much do these words wont to work in my lines? 

Is this poem worth more thon o skyscraper? 

This book worth more mooloh thon ever mode? 

I should be paid for listening to music 
better thon virtuosos ploy! ... 

What do I get for sisyphusing my foce? 

What do I get for glutting my sorrow 
on the wealth of the globed peonies? 

Whot do I get for knowing the hunting and gathering way of life 
represents 99% man’s time on eorth? 

Or for knowing the slaves who built the pyramids 

carved graffiti praising Phorooh on the giont blocks of stone? 

Whot do I get for knowing o billion dollar bills ploced end to end 
would extend four times round the world 
and if you picked them up one per second 
it'd take 1 34 years? 

I should be rich for knowing the answers 
to so many $64,000 questions! 

I should be rich for crying the Tarzon Cry 

thot brings the skeletons of extinction to the rescue! 


O pay me for soying I could live the rest of my life 

on the money it costs to moke one 500 pound bomb! 

O pay me for soying every five doys one million more humons on planet! 

O poy me for discovering the orgin of writing 
was to keep track of wealth and slaves! 

O poy trie for soying children who worked 12 hours o doy 
were so tired they fell asleep with food in their mouths! 

O poy me for showing adults in factories 
no less tragic thon child labor! 

How many mediums of exchange do I get 
for getting higher thon ever? 

The cry of the eagle gives me o million! 

The taste of wild berries gives me o million! 

The smell of block locusts gives me o million! 

The feeling swimming naked give me o million! 

I'm rich with oil the visions opening cocoons afford! 

A billionaire of reincarnations thot con never be bankrupt! 

O poy me to dress up os Santo 

and go down the Auschwitz chimneys 

O poy me for using so many exclamation points! 

Each worth more thon o skyscraper! 


Before, I soid-"There will always be room in my brain for the universe 
Before, I soid-"My soul will never be bludgeoned 
by the need to moke money!" 

Before, I said--'T will never cringe under the crock 
of the slovedriver's whip!" 

Now my job is to murder the oceans! 

Now my job is to poison the oir! 

Now my job is to chop down every tree! 

I make food full of poison and say--"This is whot you must buy!” 

'I'm in charge of torturing heretics." 

and anyone who disagrees with the king! 

I spend eight hours a doy crucifying saviors! 

I spend eight hours a doy executing Lorcas! 

I moke slog heaps out of human souls! 


I'm the first to go in the gos chamber after it's oil over. 
The corpses ore piled on top of eoch other, 

the strongest on top, the weakest on bottom, 
oil naked, many still twitching, still bleeding 
from noses and mouths, 

vomit, shit and piss befouling the ogonied postures 
My job is to pull the gold teeth 

ond shovel the bodies into the ovens. 

Thanks to my work. Wolf Grizzly Eagle Whole 

ond other deities in the pantheon of pantheism 
ore no longer o threat to organized religion. 

My job is to drop the Atomic Bomb on Hiroshima. 
Twenty loter, asked would I do it again 
I say-"Yes." ... 


all rights reserved lo authors 
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MAPS 

USGS TOPO MAPS 

U SGS sells you their topo maps 
for $2 and most private dealers 
charge $3or more. EF! sells them 
to you for only $1.75! To order, 
simply send us a list of maps you 
want (in alphabetical order by 
state specifying 754 or 15-minute 
quads) and a check for $1.75 each. 
Maps will be shipped directly by 
USGS to you and you should 
receive your maps only 2 weeks 
from the day you stick your order 
in the mail to us. Contact either 
USGS or EF! for state indexes. 

JUST $1.75 
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Send $1.00 for ION-MIN sample. 

ION-MIN, a special mineral rich mont morillonite 
desert clay, is a sacred healing substance of Native 
Americans and others. Its negative ions help remove 
positively-charged toxins from the body. 

ION-MIN can be used as a masque or a toothpaste, and for 
conditions such as: 

• acne or other skin problems • diaper rash 
• bites, boils, bums or blisters • hemmorhoids 
• indigestion and much more! 

For Information call Nancy (619) 466-3871' 

Or write: P.O., Box 836, La Jolla. CA 92037 

or 4 5 . 0 O -Cor 1 Vb- 
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Howie Wolke’s 

WILD HORIZONS 
EXPEDITIONS 

Guided Wilderness 
Backpacking 

Emphasis on small groups and 
adventure in endangered 
roadless areas: NW Wyoming 
and elsewhere in the West. 

Free Brochure: 

Box 2348, Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-5343 


SOUTHWEST PHOTO 
NOTECARDS: 5 Black & 
White Scenes - Chaco Canyon, 
Kiet Siel, Gran Quivira, Long 
Canyon, Monument Valley. 
$3.25 per set. Price includes 
envelopes and shipping. 
Laughing Desert Publications, 
P.O. Box 9424, Albuquerque, 
NM 87119. 




FREDDIE: A study in Multiple 
Abuse 

As part of the overall Earth 
First! campaign to reform the 
Forest Service, Ned Ludd Books 
plans to publish an anthology of 
Forest Service horror stories 
from around the country. We 
would like to begin reviewing, 
selecting and assigning specific 
chapters now. Write us and tell 
us about your favorite Forest 
Service screw-up, senseless act 
of destruction or outrageous 
abuse of power. Timber cutting, 
herbicide or pesticide spraying, 
opposition to wilderness, road- 
building, wildlife mismanage- 
ment, destruction of a water- 
shed, arrogant abuse of power, 
pigheadedness, overgrazing, fire 
fighting, corruption - you name 
it, we’re interested in it whether 
it’s from a Ranger District, Na- 
tional Forest, Region, or Wash- 
ington; whether it’s from RARE 
I, RARE II, forest planning, 
general management; whether 
it’s yesterday, today or tomor- 
row. We also are interested in 
who would be the best person to 
write up your particular Freddie 
Horror Story and whether there 
are photographs available. Con- 
tact: Dave Foreman, POB 235, 
Ely, NV 89301 (702) 289-8636. 


• We specialize in exploring en- 
dangered wilderness not yet 
adequately protected by law in 
the Kalmiopsis, Siskiyou and 
Cascade mountain ranges. 

• Groups are kept small (4-6 
guests) and feature delicious 
gourmet meals. 

• Trips include: extended ex- 
peditions, weekend trips, and 
picnic day hikes at our wilder- 
ness ranch. 


Educational Wilderness 
Experience 

ploring en- • EARTH FIRST! members: 
ss not yet schedule an expedition and 
d by law in 10% of your fee will be donated 
skiyou and to EF! efforts to blockade the 
-anges. Bald Mtn. Road in the Kalmio- 

small (4-6 psis and the No G-0 Road in the 

e delicious Siskiyous. 

• Write or call for a free bro- 
ended ex- chure: P.O. Box 1330 Jackson- 
trips, and ville, Oregon 97530 (503) 899- 

jur wilder- 1696. 




1984 Earth First! Calendar 

Bigger and better than ever, 
the 1984 Earth First! Calendar 
is hot off the press. Illustrated 
by artists John Zaelit, Roger 
Candee, Lone Wolf Circles, Jim 
Stiles, Jose and Bill Turk with 
art that is powerful and some- 
times outrageous, the ‘84 cal- 
endar features 900 different 
notations of environmental, ra- 
dical, natural disaster, meteor- 
ological and offbeat dates that 
you won’t find anywhere else. 
Over 50 ecological and liber- 
tarian quotes spice the months 
as well. The designation dates of 
all US Wilderness Areas, Wild 
Rivers, National Parks & Monu- 
ments and the original US 
Forest Service Primitive Areas 
are noted. A special bonus is the 
inclusion of actual dates of the 
Luddite uprising in England in 
the early 1800’s. All proceeds 
from the sale of the 1984 Earth 
First! Calendar go to fund our 
work. The calendar is $5 (add 
another buck for postage). Con- 
tact us also about wholesale 
orders. Nineteen Eighty Four. 
It’s later than you think. 

The back cover of this issue of 
EF! is “Day of the Lizard” by 
Lone Wolf Circles - one of the il- 
lustrations of the 1984 Earth 
First! Calendar. 


Advertise in Earth First! 

Reach thousands of refined 
minds with your slick Madison 
Avenue message in our high- 
tone, sophisticated publication. 
Rates are as follow: 

Full Page $90 

Half Page $60 

Fifth page $30 

Tenth Page $15 

Column Inch $4 

Columns are two inches wide. 
Page fractions may be done any 
way geometrically possible. All 
prices are for camera-ready copy. 
Classified ads are available for 
10? a word ($2.50 minimum). 
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KAYAK, PADDLE, OR RAFT 

r THE GRAND CANYON . 

(or other rivers) ^ | I 


I TV 


H £LK ^ Write: 

FOR-Southwest 

Box 1115 

Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
Commercially-operated and licensed 
raft/paddle trips and Kayak support 
on Grand£anyon, Cataract, Green, 

San Juan, Dolores, AT SPECIAL 
LOW PRICES, AS BENEFIT to 
FRIENDS OF THE RIVER. 
in its effort to protect the Colorado, 
from "peaking power" and other 
energy development. 



A SYMBOL FOR 
THE DISCRIMINATING 
ECO-GUERRILLA 

STERLING SILVER 
MONKEY WRENCH 

SPECIFY LAPEL PIN OR NECKLACE WITH 
SILVER CHAIN - * 14.50 per WRENCH POSTPAID 

WOODEN SHOE ASSOCIATES 
P.O. BOX 1315 

CORTEZ, COLORADO 81321 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER 


For Sale - Idaho Wilderness 
Land 

15 acres in uninhabited valley 
in the Central Idaho Moun- 
tains. Year-round stream, part 
forested, part open meadow 
with southern exposure. 
Primitive road dead-ends at 
property boundary. Bordered 
on three sides by roadless Na- 
tional Forest land. Area is ma- 
jor winter range for bighorn 
and elk. Within five miles of 
River of No Return Wilderness, 
largest designated wilderness 
area in Lower 48. Near the 
Salmon River and hot springs. 

Terms: part cash, assume ex- 
isting mortgage. For details, 
contact POB 2193, Salmon, 
Idaho 83467. 




EF! T-SHIRTS 

FUCK BECHTEL-designed 
by Bill Turk. Blue with red and 
black “Bechtel Logo” — 100% 
cotton. 

EARTH FIRST! - New 
design! Fist with words 
“EARTH FIRST! No Com- 
promise in Defense of Mother 
Earth” in black on green, red or 
yellow. 100% cotton. ALSO 
AVAILABLE IN FRENCH 
CUT IN WOMEN’S SIZES. 


THE CRACKING OF GLEN 
CANYON DAMN- Drawing 
by Jim Stiles. Blue or tan — 75% 
cotton/25% polyester. 


NEW ITEM [ ABOUT EARTH FIRST! 


James Watt Voodoo Dolls 
From Grand Illusions comes 
THE BUREAUCRAT PIN 
CUSHION DOLL. A six inch 
doll complete with three pins 
and instructions. Environmen- 
talists give him a pain in the 
neck, where do you give him a 
pain? Send $7.00 (plus $1 ship- 
ping to EF POB 235, Ely, 
Nevada 89301. 


DEFEND THE WILDER- 
NESS — Drawing by Bill Turk. 
Black with silver design. 100% 
cotton. NEW!— white with black 
design. 100% cotton. 
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NEW EARTH FIRST! CAMOUFLAGE BASEBALL CAPS. Sturdy, 

American made, green camouflage caps with the EF! logo in white ink. 
$7 postpaid. 


ED ABBEY BOOKS 

We now have a new batch of Ed 

by Cactus Ed himself as a fund 

Monkeywrench Gang 

Desert Solitaire 

Down the River 

The Journey Home 

Good News 

The Brave Cowboy 

Fire on the Mountain 

Black Sun 


Abbey books, especially autographed 
raiser for EF! 

$6 postpaid 
$6 postpaid 

$10 postpaid (large paperback) 
$11 (hardback) postpaid 
$11 (hardback) postpaid 
$6 postpaid 
$6 postpaid 
$6 postpaid 


PRICES FOR EARTH! FIRST TRINKETS 


postpaid wholesale* 
prices prices 

T-shirts $8.50 $5.50 

Bumperstickers $1.00 $ .60 

Silent Agitators (ten) $1.25 $ .85 

$3.00 $2.00 

Monkeywrenches $1.00 $ .50 

EF! Camouflage Baseball Caps $7.00 $5.00 

EF! Monkeywrench Key Chains $2.25 $1.50 

1983 Earth First! Calendars $2.00 — 

1983 Western Wilderness Calendars $3.00 — 

USGS Topographic Maps $1.75 — 

French-cut T-shirts $9.00 $6.00 

1984 Earth First! Calendar $6.00 $3.00 

1984 Western Wilderness Calendar $8.00 

EARTH FIRST! TRINKETS ORDER FORM 

Make out checks to “Earth First!” or send cash. Mail to: Earth First! 
POB 235, Ely, NV 89301. Write usfordetailson bulk orders. Please 
send cash for orders of $5 or less. Please allow 5 weeks for delivery 
(contact us if it has not been received by then). First class delivery 
can be arranged. 

OK, here’s $ Send me the following: 

- EF! T-shirt(s), Size(s) & Color(s) 

— Glen Canyon Damn T-shirt(s), Size(s) & Color(s) 

Defend the Wilderness T-shirt(s), Size(s) & Color(s) 

Fuck Bechtel T-shirt(s), Size(s) 

Bumpersticker(s): Indicate size and quantity 

Silent Agitators: Indicate kind and quantity 

Little Green Songbook(s) 

: — Monkeywrench(es) 

EF! Camouflage Baseball Caps 

EF! Monkeywrench Key Chain(s) 

1983 Earth First! Calendar(s) 

1983 Western Wilderness Calendars) 

scalef T ° P ° MapS (1 ' St a,phabeticalI y b T state and indicate 

Ed Abbey Books (list) 


There are two Earth First!s. One is the grassroots movement without structure, heirarchy, organization, 
or bureaucracy. The other is Earth First!: The Radical Environmental Journal which you hold in your 
hands. EF!, the paper, is an independent entity within the broad EF! movement and is designed to act as a 
communications medium for radical environmentalists. This way the EARTH FIRST! movementdoes not 
have to deal with the legal system or the burdens of organization. This arrangement is our solution to the 
problem of an anarchist group. The editorial policy of EF!, the publication, is set by The Circle, a group of 
thirteen active Earth First.'ers around the country. They oversee our operation on a volunteer basis. Your 
subscription money, purchases of EF! snake oil & trinkets, and contributions fund the publishing of this 
paper. All additional money (“profit”) will be granted to various aspects of the EF! movement to aid in our 
cause to preserve the green beauty and diversity of our Mother Earth. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 



Clip and send to EARTH FIRST!. PO Box 235, Ely, NV 89301 

Here’s $10 or more for a one-year subscription to EF! 

Here’s $10 or more to re-subscribe to EF! 

Please send a gift subscription to the name below. Here’s $10 or more. 

I’m broke. All I can give you now is 

Please change my address 


Address 


The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use an alias. 


Extra Copies of Earth First! 

Available 

Spread the word about Earth , 
First!. Contact us to arrange for 
extra copies of EF! to distribute 
locally. Everyone who has been 
getting extra copies of the paper 
needs to contact us and let us 
know how many copies to send 
you. (We don’t have the previous 
records.) 

Did you misplace a back issue 
of the Earth First! Newsletter? 
Are you a recent subscriber? 
Would you like to pass around 
back issues to drum up interest in 
EF!? You’re in luck. We have a 
number of back issues beginning 
with the Dec. 21, Yule Edition. 
Here’s a quick run-down on past 
articles' 

YULE Dec. 21: 1981 EF! Road 
Show overview, tree spiking, EF! 
Preserves. 

BRIGID Feb. 2: Oil and Gas 
leasing in Wilderness Areas, 
Dave Foreman’s EF! article re- 
printed from the Progressive. 
EOSTAR RITUAL Mar. 20 
Nukedump in Canyonlands, 
Mardie Murie Interview, Glen 
Canyon Damn petition, Ned 
Ludd Books— what they’re all 
about, Coors boycott. 

BELTANE May 1: Little Granite 
rig and the Gros Ventre, 
Gasquet-Orlean s (GO) Road, 
How seismic survey crews work, 
Jail: A Primer— preparing for 
civil disobedience arrest. 
LITHAJune21: McKinley Grove 
Redwoods Threatened, 22 Things 
to do as an EF'.er. 

LUGHNASAD Aug. 1: Pete 
Dustrud resigns as Editor, RRR 
highlights, Rally for Redwoods 
and proposed dam on Dinkey 


Creek, Little Granite Stakes 
Pulled — Again. 

MABON Sept. 21: EF! and 
SAFE Crack Hetch-Hetchy, 
Environmental Strategy for ’80s, 
“Road Spiking,” Marshall’s 1936 
Roadless Area Inventory, Update 
on Little Granite 
SAMHAIN Nov. 1: BLM wil- 
derness inventory in Utah 
exposed. Abbey on Books and 
Gurus, Closing Roads. Forest 
Service Assault on Big Wilder- 
ness, Nuclear War as an Ecolo- 
gical Issue, Guidelines on EF! 
Wilderness Proposals. 

YULE/BRIGID Dec 21: Battle 
of Salt Creek, Nightcap, Bisti, 
Closing Roads (cont’d.), Primeval ' 
Wilderness Management, Earth 
Bonding (very few copies left). 

EOSTAR March 21. 1983: 
Franklin River, Salt Creek 
Arrests, Kalmiopsis and Siski- 
yous, Dedicuous Forest Preserve, 
Ned Ludd’s Tool Box: The 
Cutting Torch, Dismantle the 
Wilderness Act!, Road Show 
Diary, Bisti Circus, Creative 
Littering. 

BELTANE May 1, 1983: 
Kalmiopsis Blockade, Canyon 
Country issues, What You Can 
Do as an EF!er, How to Form a 
Local EF! Group, California 
Desert, Privatization, 
Australian Rainforest. 

Let us know which back issues 
you would like. Send 50? for 1st 
Class postage for each newslet- 
ter, or appropriate 3rd Class 
postage for bulk orders. 


BUMPERSTICKERS 

Long-lasting vinyl— white 
with green ink. Current slo- 
gans: 

EARTH FIRST! 

REDNECKS FOR WILDER- 
NESS 

BOYCOTT COORS “BEER” 
DAMN WATT, NOT RIVERS 
DRILL WATT, NOT WIL- 
DERNESS 
HAYDUKE LIVES 


MONKEYWRENCH 
KEY CHAINS 

Small, movable monkey- 
wrench on Key Chain with 
Earth First! logo in green on 
white tab. 

SILENT 

AGITATORS 

Fun to stick anywhere — bar, 
bathrooms, Freddie offices 
dead bulldozers, etc. 

EARTH FIRST!— Green EF! 
logo with words “EARTH 
FIRST! No Compromise in De- 
fense of Mother Earth” on white 
vinyl. Long lasting, no fade, 
hard to remove. 

COORS— Black words on yel- 
low paper: 

Coors is Anti-Earth 
Coors is Anti-Women 
Coors is Anti-Labor 
AND IT TASTES AWFUL! 
BOYCOTT COORS 


Name 

Street 


THE EARTH FIRST S.W.A.A.T TEAM (SAVE WILDERNESS AT ANY TIME) 

Phone ( ) 


I am willing to engage in non-violent direct action to protect wilderness & Mother Earth 

I need days to be ready 

I am willing to engage in actions almost anywhere 

I am willing to engage in actions for this area: . 

I’ll contact other S.W.A.A.T Team members in my area 

Here is $ for a special emergency fund to support EF! S.W.A.A.T. Team 

Call me if you need an emergency donation or loan for direct action 

I can loan you money for bail on short notice 

I can help in this way(s): 

Include any other comments. 

Return to Earth First! PO Box 235, Ely, Nevada 89301 
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BOX 235 
ELY. NEVADA 

89301 



IMPORTANT 

SUBSCRIPTION 

INFORMATION 

Look at your mailing label. If 
it’s marked with red, this is 
your last issue unless you re- 
subseribe. If you have resub- 
scribed during the last month, 
please disregard any red 
mark. 
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OREGON RARE II SUIT 


by Andy Kerr 
Associate Director 
Oregon Natural 
Resources Council 

A federal judge has issued a 
preliminary injunction against 
further construction of the Bald 
Mountain Road in Southern 
Oregon. As regular readers re- 
call, the road goes along the 
current boundary of the Kal- 
miopsis Wilderness Area and 
would sever the Silver Creek 


Canyon from the designated 
Wilderness core. 

U.S. District Court Judge 
James Redden issued the in- 
junction after an all-day hear- 
ing on July 13 in Eugene. Earth 
First!, Oregon Natural Resour- 
ces Council (ONRC), and nine 
individuals were listed as plain- 
tiffs. The defendants were the 
U.S. Forest Service and Plum- 
bley, Inc., the contractor for the 
road. 


|ACT NOW ON KALMIOPSIS 

I wish to thank all the people involved, some of whom 
made long journeys, for all that was given in our struggle 
to save the North Kalmiopsis. 

Contributions took many forms: letters, articles, money, 
bodies, hopes and prayers. All were much appreciated. 

It seems now with the granting of an injunction to halt 
the destruction, we can rejoice in our victory. The largest 
tract of Old Growth now remaining in Oregon is safe! 

The sad fact is what we have won so far is precious time. 
A few months to try and bring a permanent halt to this 
unconsciousable act of ecocide. In the last few issues of 
the newsletter there have been requests to write letters to 
Sen. Mark Hatfield and send copies to Sen. Packwood and 
your state’s senators. If any of you are like me, I’m sure 
you’ve heard this refrain of “please write your repre- 
sentative” more times than you care to remember and 
perhaps like I’ve done many times before, you have decided 
to let this one slide. But consider this: in 1976, Sen. Hat- 
field proposed that the North Kalmiopsis be added to the 
Wilderness system. In response to this a group of southern 
Oregon timber barons formed a lobbying organization to 
pressure against protecting the Rainforest. After launch- 
ing a media blitz that generated a few hundred letters and 
the implicit threat that big money carries in reelection 
campaigns, the good senator beat a hasty retreat. It’s now 
1983 and Mark Hatfield sings a new tune “Not one acre 
more.” 

Only the bodies of some of my brave brothers and sis- 
ters have stopped the bulldozers ... for now. 

Earth First! has no lobbyists in Washington, no battery 
of lawyers or Political Action Committee. Earth First! is 
only as strong, as effective as YOU. The timber beasts 
would have us believe that these ancient trees are theirs. 
Say NO. Please write and write again, tell friends, ask that 
the North Kalmiopsis be declared Wilderness. Don’t waste 
what was so hard won — time. 

- Steve Marsden 
Grants Pass, OR 

(Ed. Note: If an Oregon Wilderness Bill passes without the 
North Kalmiopsis all that we have done over the last six 
months will be lost — the blockade, the RARE II lawsuit. 
Bulldozers will be rolling again next spring and we will 
have no way of stopping them this time. But if every 
reader of Earth First! would write one letter or postcard 
to Senator Mark Hatfield, the chances are very good that 
the North Kalmiopsis wifi become wilderness and the 
Bald Mountain Road will be dead forever! We don’t ask you 
to write often. Now is the time. Write: The Hon. Mark 
Hatfield, United States Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510. 
Send a copy to Sen. Bob Packwood and to your state’s two 
senators (If you live outside Oregon). Same address. Get 
others to write. Do it now. Please, let’s not lose what we 
have won.) 


The Bald Mountain suit is the 
first citizen suit challenging the 
legal adequacy of the Forest 
Service’s second Roadless Area 
Review and Evaluation (RARE 
II). The State of California (bless 
former Resources Secretary 
Huey Johnson) won such a suit 
in 1980. The California suit was 
upheld by the U.S. 9th Circuit 
Court of Appeals on October 
22, 1982. The Bald Mountain 
plaintiffs relied heavily on Cal- 
ifornia v. Block in making their 
case. 

The government defense was 
based, not on their belief that 
RARE II was indeed a legal pro- 
cess, but rather an attempt to 
show that all of the plaintiffs 
had no standing. It challenged 
the Oregon Natural Resources 
Council because it had pre- 
viously joined a Sierra Club suit 
to halt construction of the road. 
That previous suit did not raise 
RARE II inadequacy grounds. 
The Sierra Club lost. The feds 
contended that ONRC should 
be barred because it had failed 
to raise all issues in the pre- 
vious Sierra Club case. The 
judge pointed out that even 
though ONRC knew about the 
action brought by the State of 
California, so too did the gov- 
ernment. Both sides failed to 
raise it for political, although 
different, reasons. 

The government sought to 


show that plaintiff Earth First! 
came to court with “unclean 
hands” since it had attempted 
to stop road construction by 
“illegal” means, i.e., the block- 
ade. The same tactic was used 
on some of the nine individ- 
uals, but all were not members 
of Earth First! or blockaders. In 
the end, the judge ruled that 
there were parties to the case 
of which the government could 
not in any way challenge their 
standing. So even if he did toss 
out the other plaintiffs, the case 
would continue. 

BUT WHAT DOES 
IT ALL MEAN? 

Four years after the atroc- 
ious RARE II process, some 
conservationists finally acted in 
court. “Some” is emphasized 
because the decision to proceed 
with a lawsuit was not unan- 
imously received with pleasure 
among all national environmen- 
tal groups. They feared a back- 
lash against such an action and 
a loss of credibility. 

The environmental backlash 
has been forecast since environ- 
mentalists became a force lo be 
reckoned with. It has yet to 
appear. If credibility comes at 
the cost of losing acres, what 
value is credibility? 

cont pg 4 


HERE WE GO AGAIN! 

In our Thank s-to-you last 
issue for your financial sup- 
port of the Kalmiopsis 
Blockade, we expressed the 
hope that we wouldn’t have 
to go to you very often with 
hat in hand begging for dimes. 
We have just learned, how- 
ever, that our share of legal 
expenses for the historic 
North Kalmiopsis RARE II 
Suit (Earth First! vs. Block) 
is $1,200. Our attorney, Neal 
Kagan of Roseburg, has not 
charged us any fee but there 
are over $2,000 worth of 
expenses and costs which we 
must share with our co-plain- 
tiffs, the Oregon Natural 
Resources Council. Any con- 
tribution which you can make 
to us for this extremely sig- 
nificant lawsuit (see separate 
article) would be deeply 
appreciated. Make your 
checks out to Earth First! and 
send them to Earth First! 
Legal Fund, P.O. Box 235, Ely, 
NY 89301. Thank you! 


INSIDE 

• EF! and Non- 
Violence 

Pgs 9-12 

• Oregon Wilderness 
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• History of Redwood 
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Photo by David Cross 

CALIFORNIA’S SINKYONE COAST AND REDWOODS UNDER 
ATTACK BY GEORGIA-PACIFIC. STORY AND PHOTOS ON PGS. 6 & 7 




EARTH FIRST! 

% 

THE RADICAL ENVIRONMENTAL JOURNAL 
“No Compromise in the Defense of Mother Earth!” 

EARTH FIRST! is published eight times a year. Subscription is $10 a year. 

PO Box 235 
Ely. NV 89301 
(702) 289-8636 


Will Small in this issue’s Let 
ters to the Editor chides us for 
the last Cat Tracks column in 
which Chim Blea calls for sub 
sidized, free abortions. Will, who 
opposes abortion, fears that this 
sets Earth First! policy. I would 
encourage everyone to read the 
masthead in the upper right cor 
ner of this page. Earth First! is 
not an organization with officers 
and a heirarchy. It is a loose, 
informal movement of people 
who believe the Earth comes 
first. But there is a problem 
in having an anarchistic 
“organization.” That is dealing 
with the state - the IRS, post 
office, etc., etc. Our solution was 
to set up Earth First!: The Rad- 
ical Environmental Journal as 
an independent entity, a pri- 
vate business, within the broad 
Earth First! movement. This 
private business publishes the 
EF! newspaper and sells t-shirts 
and bumperstickers. Any prof- 
its made are channeled back 
into the movement to support 
such things as the Kalmiopsis 
Blockade or developing state 
wilderness proposals. Earth 
First! is not the newsletter of 
the Earth First! movement. It 
may function that way and it is 
a forum set up for commun- 
ication within the Earth First! 
movement but it is indepen- 
dent. Note that EF! is a forum at 
the service of the movement. 
Everything printed in these 
pages is not necessarily EF! 
“policy” or even the policy of 
this newspaper. As editor and 
publisher, I print a wide variety 
of views - not all of which I 
agree with. Much of what is pub- 
lished here is controversial - 
particularly Cat Tracks. While I 
may like much of what Chim 
Blea writes, what is in regular 
columns (including Cat Tracks, 
Grizzly Den, Dear Ned Ludd, 
Mutterings From Mama) is not 
the dogma of Earth First! or 
this newspaper. Yes, we are hard 
to pin down. lt has been de- 
signed that way. 

A good example of this paper’s 
role as a forum for the EF! move- 
ment is our special section this 
issue on Earth First! and Non- 
Violence. This section came 
about because of criticism from 
our friends in the Kalmiopsis 
Action Alliance during the Bald 
Mountain Road Blockade. Some 
of them felt EF! was too comba- 
tive, that our logos of the green 
fist and monkeywrench belied 
our non-violent action. I asked 
them to write their views for 
this section two months ago. I, 
unfortunately, have not re- 
ceived them. However, Peter 


Swanson has written a short, 
yet thoughtful, essay from this 
perspective. Howie Wolke takes 
a differing tack — he argues for 
tactical non-violence. A couple 
of articles from Australia dis- 
cuss the costs and tactics of 
direct action. Chim Blea asks 
where reality is within this con- 
text. I try to set out the different 
roles in the diversity which is 
the Earth First! movement. Jim 
Stiles weighs in with a reply to 
Doc Raccoon’s piece last issue 
on Dignity. And Nagasaki John- 
son’s cartoon of Gandhi and 
Hayduke perhaps sums it all 
up. Naturally, we’d appreciate 
your comments on this dis- 
cussion. 

Another good example of our 
role as the forum for the mili- 
tant environmental movement 
is our front-page article on the 
Sinkyone Wilderness by The 
Man Who Walks In The Woods 
(Woods to his friends). Woods is 
not afraid of naming names or 
organizations who have sold out 
the local wilderness activists in 
the area. If there are different 
viewpoints or defenses of those 
whom Woods criticizes, we’d be 
interested in considering them. 
The Sinkyone is a major Earth 
First! issue and Mike Roselle is 
working on it with California 
EF!ers. 

I’ve moved. That means this 
newspaper has also moved. I’ve 
taken up residence for a year in 
Chico, California, and Earth 
First! will be published and 
mailed in Chico. I’d also like to 
welcome Bart Koehler back as 
Associate Editor. After a sum- 
mer in Wyoming, Bart is re- 
turning to Ely, Nevada, to work 
on the paper and to keep watch 
on wilderness in the intermoun- 
tain West. Please note the box 
on this page explaining our new 
address situation. Ely still re- 
mains our official address. 

I’d like to give my special 
thanks to Earth Firstlers in 
Jackson, Wyoming, who have 
been mailing this rag for the 
last year. They’ve done a fine 
job with little recognition. 


EDITORIAL: KILL THE BILLS 


RARE II Wilderness bills for 
several states are pending in 
Congress. They range from the 
bad to the truly ugly. Even the 
best of them, the House-passed 
California bill, would release 
hundreds of thousands of acres 
of currently roadless and unde- 
veloped wild lands to the chain- 
saw, bulldozer and drill rig. The 
worst of them, such as the ghas- 
tly Wyoming, Idaho and Utah 
bills, are a nightmare. None of 
the bills are wilderness protec- 
tion bills. They are wilderness 
development bills. 

Nonetheless, many conser- 
vationists have supported them 
because they have thought they 
were the best we could get (like 
the very poor Colorado, New 
Mexico and River Of No Return 
bills in 1980). The fear is that if 
we don’t get some areas protec- 
ted now from the depredations 
of the Forest Service, the. Fred- 
dies will rape every roadless 
acre (like they were trying to 
do in Oregon’s Kalmiopsis) be- 
fore Congress can designate 
even minimal acreage as protec- 
ted wilderness. 

But there is a change now. 
Judge James A. Redden’s July 
ruling in Oregon stopping the 
Bald Mountain Road because it 
violated the Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals decision that RARE 
II violated NEPA has in effect 
ordered the Forest Service 
nationwide to halt all develop- 
ment activities in RARE II 
areas. (See Andy Kerr’s article 
in this issue.) Check with the 
National Forests in your area. 
Apprise them of Judge Redden’s 
decision. Demand that they 
honor it. If they do not, imme- 
diately file an appeal or specific 
lawsuit. (We’ll help — contact 
Bart Koehler in Ely or Dave 
Foreman in Chico.) Develop- 
ment activities in RARE II areas 
are illegal. We can stop them. 
Do not dawdle. Make sure that 
your National Forests are obey- 
mg^he^ourt^decisioi^Sartfe^ 

I hope that mailing the paper 
now from Chico will speed de- 
livery since we will not be 
bogged down with shipping 
time between printer and 
mailer. Of course, much of the 
delay in getting your copy of 
EF! to you is due to the slow- 
ness of 3rd Class Mail. We are 
considering the option of offer- 
ing 1st Class Mail for those 
willing to add $5 to their sub- 
scription lee. If there’s enough 
interest in this (lpt me know), 
we may offer this service by 
next issue. 

cont pg 3 


First! vs. Block was a most im- 
portant and historic legal case. 
Use it! 

With this new weapon, why 
settle for bad state wilderness 
bills? All roadless areas are pro- 
tected now. Poor wilderness 
bills will simply release much 
of this roadless acreage to devel- 
opment by stating the RARE II 
EIS was sufficient, thereby nul- 
lifying the court decision. It will 
be a net loss of wilderness, not a 
gain. 

Let’s wait for wilderness bills 
until after the 1984 elections 
and the next session of Con- 
gress. The Democrats have a 
good chance of recapturing the 
Senate which means that the 
bull goose land-raper in the Sen- 
ate, Republican Jim McClure of 
Idaho, current Chairman of the 
Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee, will no longer be 
calling the shots on wilderness. 
Ronald Reagan could also be 
consigned to the dustbin of his- 
tory. Any Democrat in the White 
House will be more amenable 
to wilderness. At the very least, 
things will be no worse after 
the 1984 elections. Let’s work 
to kill all the state RARE II bills 
in the West now — California, 
Oregon, Utah, Wyoming, Idaho, 
Arizona and the rest — and 
make sure that the Ninth Cir- 
cuit Court’s decision is enforced 
throughout the land. We should 
also take a close look at wilder- 
ness bills in the Eastern states 
to determine if they should be 
killed too (I don’t know much 
about them except that the 
House Interior Committee gut- 
ted the Irish Wilderness in 
Missouri). 

C’mon, Sierra Club, Friends 
of the Earth, Wilderness Soci- 
ety, Oregon Natural Resources 
Council, California Wilderness 
Coalition and the rest of you. 
You don’t have to take the kind 
of shit McClure and his friends 
are feeding you. Kill the bills. 

- Dave Foreman 
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Letters to the editor are 
encouraged. Lengthy letters 
may be edited for space 
requirements. Letters should 
be typed or carefully printed 
and double-spaced, using only 
one side of a sheet of paper. 
Be sure to indicate if you wish 
your name and location to 
appear or if you wish to 
remain anonymous. Send to 
230 West 7th Avenue, Chico, 
CA 95926 


Dear Dave, 

Litha edition great! You guys 
are getting into it. Sending cop- 
ies off all over Oz and Solomons. 

- John Seed 
Australia 

Dear EF! 

I wonder how many folks out 
there saw themselves in Rick 
Davis’ article “Sunshine En- 
vironmentalists” (EF!, Aug. 1, 
1983)? I know I did. It is entire- 
ly too easy to point an accusing 
finger at others when in truth 


Dear EF!, 

After reading the Beltane 
issue I felt I had found brothers 
and sisters of common thought 
and desires: to save what is left 
of our homeland from being 
raped, pillaged and concreted 
over. I am living about 30 miles 
west of the Dallas-Ft. Worth 
Metroplex and desire to meet 
other EFfers in this area. Please 


maybe some reforming efforts 
could start with ourselves. Save 
heat. Use less water. Drive cars 
that pollute less. And - have 
fewer kids. The world is over- 
crowded already. 

If we pay attention to these 
small details, then perhaps we 
will have earned the right to 
stand in front of bulldozers. 

— Larue 


list me as the North Texas con- 
tact and direct any existing local 
EF'ers my way. I am self- 
employed so my time is flexible 
but I get home late in the day as 
a rule if you want to contact me 
by phone. 

- Don McDowell 
3204 Mineral Wells Hwy. 

Weatherford, TX 76086 
(817) 594-4935 


Dear People 

Congratulations on Howie’s 
several inches of type in the 
Sunday New York Times!! can’t 
describe to you what a thrill I 
felt: I started reading the article 
about the mainstream environ- 
mentalists caving in on the 
power line in Montana, and 
thought, “This reporter should 
hear what Earth First! would 


Dear EF!, 

Your magazine recently re- 
ceived an enthusiastic review 
in “Mushroom’ - the “altema- 


say about this!” - and lo and 
behold, the next paragraph was 
quoting Howie Wolke! 

— New York City 


tive” magazine in this country. 
Please start my subscription 
with the current issue rather 
than waiting for the next - 1 am 
impatient for inspiration and 
guidance to effective non- 
violent action. 

— New Zealand 


Campfire 
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Our good buddy, Airhead 
(Kevin Everhart), Jackson 
hunting guide and Kalmiopsis 
Blockade organizer, tried to cut 
a new irrigation ditch with his 
face recently. He totalled his 
motorcycle but is now out of 
the Jackson Hospital with a 
hundred stitches to show for 
his adventure. Nagasaki reports 
that handsome Kevin is even 
better looking now, with a chin 
like Kirk Douglas’. 

The Samhain issue of EF! 
(Nov. 1) will have a full report 
on the trials of the Kalmiopsis 
Blockaders. Join us then for a 
soap opera saga set in the Jose- 
phine County Court House, 
Oregon. 

Due to my move to Chico, we 
are using a new typesetter and 
the entire EF! Local Contact list 
has been reset. If you’re on it, 
please check your address, 
phone, name, etc., and let me 
know if correx are due. 

Finally - Ned Ludd has en- 
closed a special insert in this 
issue. Copy it. Use it. Enjoy, 
enjoy. 

- Dave Foreman 


Dear EF! 

My husband and I live and 
work at Pt. Reyes National Sea- 
shore. Just a note that might be 
of interest to people in this area: 

Ray Arnett and gang are in 
- the process of trying to open Pt. 
Reyes National Seashore to 
public hunting - obstensibly to 
control the deer population in 
the park. It seems entirely inap- 
propriate in a wilderness area 
used by so many urbanites as a 
“wilderness refuge!” 

— Pt. Reyes 

Dear EF! 

It is the end of another fine 
day in the life of Yours Truly 
and bedtime is near. But first, 
I’ve written four senators on 
the Kalmiopsis as you reques- 
ted. And I must send you more 
money. Rarely do I read any- 
thing cover to cover (except 
good books); that’s what I did 
today in my spare time with the 
Lughnasad Edition. It’s reviv- 
ing to my spirit! 

- Barbara 

Dear EF! 

Re: Kalmiopsis and eveiything 
else you’re doing - RIGHT ON! 
You guys lift my otherwise sink- 
ing heart. Bless you! 

— Liz 

Dear EF! 

Please find enclosed a tape 
copy of National Public Radio’s 
All Things Considered broad- 
cast of 5-28-83 featuring Earth 
First! It makes me proud. 

- Peoria 


Dear Dave, 

The June 21 issue sure is 
heavy-duty! First I cried, then I 
got mad! Almost came to that 
blockade. Glad now that I didn’t 
’cuz I couldn’t keep myself from 
using violence seeing you run 
down, the others bulldozed. You 
folks are so dedicated and full 
of positive action. I don’t hardly 
go through a day without think- 
ing of you and asking the great 
spirit to guide you and keep 
you from harm. 

may the wings of the 
raven guide you ... 

Dear EF!, 

I have been meaning to write 
you for a long time and the final 
straw was my reading of the 
“Monkey Wrench Gang” by 
Edward Abbey. I am getting fed 
up with bureaucratic hassles 
and the consideration of an eco- 
nomic environment that is there 
to be exploited. I presently work 
in the Canadian Federal Gov- 
ernment in a department that 
builds roads. I am rapidly losing 
what little respect I had for the 
organization and have really 
begun to question whether nat- 
ural environments and devel- 
opment can co-exist. I used to 
believe they could but I now 
have serious doubts. My own 
country’s government is trying 
to remove a large section of land 
from non-disposition status. It 
was once set aside for all of 
Canada and the rest of the 
world. The reason: oil explor- 
ation in the Beaufort Sea. An 
area where oil production would 
be “uneconomic” at present 
prices. 

- Ottawa 

Dear EF!, 

The newsletter gets better 
and better. I am almost at the 
stage of getting chills when I 
read it. It is so alive and excit- 
ing, everyone’s dedication and 
energy is just oozing out of it. I 
get so recharged and refreshed 
when I read it. It’s an oppor- 
tunity to remember what it’s 
really all about. I sit down with 
it and read it back to front and 
back again ... can’t put it down. 
It’s like a Ken Kesey book that 
you never want to end. I get sad 
that I have to wait so long bet- 
ween “fixes.” Congratulations 
on spawning a real movement. 
It’s really going to go! 

- Pablo Deserieto 
Tucson 

Brothers & Sisters, 

Here’s a few bucks to help 
out in the field. I hate to pay 
others to do my dirty work (per- 
haps “heroic deeds” would be 
the better phrase). I’ll have to 
actively join you when work 
permits. I only wish I had more 
money to give. 

— The Wizard of AZ 

Dear EF!, 

Been meaning to join for a 
while but after two months on 
the North Rim of the Grand Can- 
yon figured the time had come. 
Been getting into the back coun- 
try of southern Utah a lot. All 
that controversy about BLM 
wilderness is horrible. It should 
all be wilderness from Canyon- 
lands to Zion. Also prayed on 
the bridge at the Glen Canyon 
dam for one little pre-cision 
earthquake. 

- North Rim 

Dear EF!, 

My condolences to our sis- 
ters and brothers who didn’t 
make it to the Round River 


Rendezvous at Bald Mountain 
in Oregon over the 4th of July 
weekend! It was a wonderful, 
fun-filled occasion as all celeb- 
rations of independence should 
be. * 

When I arrived at the spot for 
the RRR and found no one there, 
it was a bit of a surprise, but 
then I had wondered how an- 
archists could be organized. 
After a couple calls back to 
town, the EFlers were located 
in a bar, in celebracious ritual, 
toasting themselves for the just- 
announced TRO and the release 
from jail of the Berkeley block- 
aders earlier that day. The 
revelry later moved to local EF! 
headquarters and a long night 
of sitting around talking over 
fears, laughs and victory ensued. 

Listening to people’s bull- 
dozer stories was dramatic at 
each telling. It stood out how 
non-violence was an unexpec- 
ted response to the violence and 
threats of violence from the cat 
drivers and road builders. If we 
can break that cycle of violence 
by acting out of love and respect 
for the earth, I believe many 
more will have cause to stop, 
look and listen and perhaps gen- 
uine dialogue about this nature 
around us can become a reality. 
It is a sad statement indeed that 
our environment has become 
so ravaged, our remaining wild- 
erness so small, that we have 
come to the point that people 
are willing to kill over it. 

The following days off he Ren- 
dezvous, now that the tension 
of the possibility of another 
blockade had been abated, were 
probably some of the best party 
days the environmental move- 
ment has seen. Music in the 
meadows, dancing in the sun- 
light and beer around the camp- 
fire all made for a great time. 
Though the creek was proba- 
bly too polluted to drink, it 
made fine skinny-dipping pools 
when the dancing weather got 
too hot. There was some delic- 
ious barbequed chicken and a 
pot luck of food for dinner meals. 
It was fun to see what other 
EFlers are like and make new 
friends around the country. 
Most of the states west of the 
Rockies had representation. A 
good time was had by all, but I 
think Nagasaki Johnson looked 
to be having the best time of all. 

I’m already looking forward 
to the next RRR. Till then, keep 
wrenching those monkeys! 

- Roland Rose 
Oregon Coast 

Dear Dave, 

I want to thank you for the 
orderly fashion in which you 
and your group conducted the 
Round River Rendezvous Rally. 
To my knowledge, there were 
no problems and the group 
cleaned the area to my satisfac- 
tion. I have issued notice to the 
Forest Supervisor to release 
your cash-in-lieu of bond. 

The Forest Service appre- 
ciates the extra work that your 
group did on the old 4-wheel 
drive roads that damaged the 
meadow and the maintenance 
of the fish weirs in Taylor Creek. 
The mulch and the water bars 
on the roads should prevent fur- 
ther erosion. 

Thanks again for your co- 
operation. 

William E. Butler 

District Ranger 
Siskiyou National Forest 

Dear EF! 

The Legend of Parker’s Cave 
is a story, co-op published in 
chapbook form, of the life and 


times of the building of Shasta 
Dam on the Sacramento River. 
To quote the flyer put out by 
the publisher, “Dr. Tom Parker 
was a pioneer ecologist, Aha- 
tira Sam Coldstream an Indian 
shaman. Aged but undaunted, 
they confronted the rising 
waters behind Shasta Dam.” 

Write to me to request a copy 
and send $2.00 (the regular sale 
price) to Earth First! (POB 235, 
Ely , NV 8930 1 ) to help the good 
work going on and I will send 
you the book postpaid. 

Sincerely yours, 
Everett Whealdon 
314 Logan Street 
Port Townsend, WA 98368 


Dear EF! 

Re: your Earth First! philo- 
sophy — all of us (me and my 
friends) joined EF! because of 
what it was - not what it might 
become. We also belong to some 
other groups but there are many 
to which we don’t send money. 
Without your hard ass stance 
you could become one of the 
“others.” 

- Mississippi 

My Dear Earth First! 

I was preparing a letter of 
comments regarding what is 
either included or excluded 
from EF! policy, when I received 
the Aug. 1 “Lughnasad” edition. 
I’m still proud to be in EF!, but 
we must be open to correction 
of any errant belief and beware 
of any rigid doctrine. I have to 
jump you for the extremism of 
“Cat Tracks” by Chim Blea. The 
first assumption that there are 
too many people on earth de- 
mands examination. If this is 
true, then we must try to have 
some appropriate answers, but 
wholesale murder via abortion 
is surely not one of them, and I 
rather resent the promotion of 
it in an article, as it then appears 
to be EF! policy. 

There is also a clean way out 
of the messy sterilization pro- 
cedure, but the Medi-Corp- 
Monster is hiding it because of 
investments. This device is sim- 
ple and cheap. It works on the 
fact that a woman’s body tem- 
perature rises some as soon as 
she ovulates. A temperature- 
monitoring device would be 
worn (built into your watch or ... ) 
that stores info continuously 
and will produce a graph with 
which one can project the like- 
ly “B-days” and then confirm 
it quite reliably (a red light 
comes on) upon possible ovu- 
lation. 

The desired result would be 
the freedom of voluntary con- 
ception, non-drug birth control, 
and no more chopping out our 
vitals. 

But now back to the first 
point. Are there too many peo- 
ple on earth? I am painfully 
aware of the fact that humanity 
is far more a deadly cancer snuf- 
fing out a cell than “the worthy 
colony of God’s children” we 
are supposed to be, but there 
are signs of awakening across 
the whole spectrum as it is per- 
ceived that we are in grave 
danger on many fronts. 

The population is not going 
to recede any meaningful a- 
mount in the short time we have 
to rearrange our priorities any- 
way, so what we have to do is 
change our ways. 

This Nevada country boy in 
paradise invites letters ... 

Love to Y’all, 
Will Small 

POB 413, Mt. View, HI 96771 
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RARE II Suit (cont) 


Some Washington, D.C. lob- 
byists were openly pleased, 
others secretly so, while a few 
were still trapped in their de- 
fense posture of stopping bad 
“release” language form getting 
through Congress (which would 
mandate the destruction of the 
roadless areas). 

The only problem with their 
theory is that the roadless areas 
have already been “released” 
since the end of RARE II. Roads, 
timber sales, mineral leases, and 
the rest have, and are, proceed- 
ing full speed. 

Earth First! can be very proud 
of its role in catalyzing and fil- 
ing this landmark lawsuit. While 
the blockade itself did not stop 
the road, it slowed down con- 
struction and focused the 
necessary public attention to 
enable the Oregon Natural 
Resources Council to raise some 
of the necessary money to pay 
out of pocket legal costs. Along 
with a contribution from Earth 
First!, legal counsel was ob- 
tained. Neil Kagan, a Roseburg 
(“Timber Capital of the World”) 
attorney took the case without 
charge. Unlike some “free” 
environmental legal services, 
Kagan’s work has been top 
notch. 

What this points out is the 
flexibility of Earth First!. It will 
do what has to be done to save 
the wilderness: non-violent 
maneuvers on site or to cite the 
law in court. 

Such a resounding victory has 
yet to break the will of the 
Forest Service. Assistant Sec- 
retary of Agriculture John 
Crowell, while admitting RARE 
II was flawed, has stated that 
while the Forest (dis)Service 
will conduct additional reviews, 
it will continue development in 
the meantime. 

On September 15, a hearing 
will be held regarding another 
RARE II suit, the Pyramid Tim- 
ber Sale in the proposed Middle 
Santiam Wilderness. If the For- 
est Service doesn’t halt all road- 
less area development in Oregon 
after that expected victory, the 
Oregon Natural Resources 
Council will have no choice but 
to file suit over the entire three 
million acres of RARE II lands 
in Oregon. 

The Oregon Natural Resour- 
ces Council has learned a very 
important lesson as a result of 
RARE II. Not that you can’t trust 
the Forest Service, that’s been 
known for a long time. It’s that 
offense is usually, if not always, 
better than defense. ONRC went 
along with the mainline nat- 
ional conservation group stra- 
tegy of no RARE II suits, for 
longer than it should have. In 
perfect hindsight, this and other 
suits should have been filed 
much earlier. 

It’s not too late to “sue the 
bastards” in other states. Any- 
one needing assistance doing 
so, should contact the Oregon 
Natural Resources Council at 
1161 Lincoln Street, Eugene, 
Oregon 97401; or Earth First!, 
230 W. 7th Ave., Chico, CA 
95926. 
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BLOCKADE # 7 


We six: Becky, Sally, Ed, 
Kevin, Peter and myself had 
driven up from the Bay Area on 
Tuesday, June 28, with the 
intention of hiking in during the 
night and doing our Bald Moun- 
tain Road blockade Wednesday 
morning. We re-grouped after a 
visit from the sheriff during our 
campground meeting with the 
Oregon support folks (who were 
sent dashing into the woods 
since virtually all were on pro- 
bation from earlier blockades). 
That and another 4 a.m. visit 
from the law convinced us that 
they were onto something hap- 
pening (and would, therefore, 
be waiting for us at the block- 
ade site) so we decided to put 
off the action ’til Thursday to 
retain some element of surprise. 

Our change in plans really 
was a good one, because it got 
us city folks a little more in 
touch with the wilderness we 
were to defend the following 
dawn as we hiked in the eleven 
miles on the Illinois River trail. 
Strange, though, to hike this 
beautiful trail, really absorbing 
and enjoying the wilderness, 
then the shock to the senses of 
the view of the ugly roadcut - a 
fresh wound in the side of a 
steep hillside, masses of logs 
lying below the cut like the 
Earth’s lifeblood flowing out the 
new wound. And at the end of 
the cut, there is Mother Nat- 
ure’s stuff left untouched, but 
the idea that tomorrow they 
would push a bulldozer into 
that hillside, fell those big trees 
standing “in the way” is appal- 
ling and disgusting. 

The next morning, June 30, 
we woke at a quarter to five, 
jumped into our clothes as the 
dawn brightened, and were 


BLOCKADE *5 


At 3 a.m. on the morning of 
the Memorial Day blockade I 
was looking at my watch with 
leaden eyelids. Was I really going 
to haul my tired body out of a 
warm sleeping bag in order to 
climb a steep, rocky trail by 
flashlight? I already had a head- 
start on the other blockaders in 
our 2,000-foot climb to the Bald 
Mountain Road worksite from 
our encampment by the Illinois 
River, but when a pacemaker 
keeps your heart beating 72 
times a minute no matter what 
is asked of it, you don’t do 4 
miles of steep trail quickly. Since 
the “road” was closed to the 
public, we had to take the “back 
way” through the Kalmiopsis 
Wilderness. 

The eight other blockaders - 
Bill Goodell, Paulette 
Pratschner, Jim Ferrara, Ginny 
Frundt, Lou Gold, A1 Gwin, Mark 
Mclvie and Dave Rusk - and 
support people — didn’t catch 
up to me until mid-morning, 
having decided to blockade dur- 
ing the workers’ lunchbreak. 
Violence at previous blockades 
had made us wary of trying to 
stop a moving bulldozer. 

Now only one short uphill 
bushwack remained, or so I 
thought. But at the top of the 
ridge I found not the road, but a 
breathtaking view of the Silver 
Creek watershed - a long drop 
down a frighteningly steep slope. 


headed down the road by 5:15, 
maintaining a high level of ex- 
citement. We stationed our- 
selves up on the hillside in our 
hiding place, behind two big 
doug fir trees, Whispering, lis- 
tening, watching the ugly scar 
of a roadcut in the beautiful 
Kalmiopsis woods for signs of 
the work day starting its des- 
truction. Time dragged so 
slowly as we tried to sit still and 
be quiet, listening to Ric mur- 
muring into his tape recorder, 
wondering what time it is, oh 
god, you don’t think they’re 
not coming to work today, do 
you? ... But finally, the noise 
droning, in the distance came 
closer, closer, then there they 
were, the two tree fellers stop- 
ping directly below us to discuss 
the footprints in the dirt - 
smaller than theirs, and there’s 
a tennis shoe — yikes! Were they 
on to us? But they finally de- 
cided they were from two hik- 
ers they had seen, so they con- 
tinued on their way to the end 
of the roadcut. The bulldozer 
motor then started up and in 
turn started our motors. Up 
jumped Kevin, and we were all 
off, sliding, skiing down the hill 
on our heels, lining up across 
the road with arms linked. We 
held up our starred and striped, 
red, white and blue banner pro- 
claiming, “AMERICA’S WILD- 
ERNESS: LOVE IT ANDLEAVE 
IT ALONE.” The moments of 
standing there, facing the bull- 
dozer revving up its motor, 
hands quivering from nervous- 
ness, but feeling so powerful, so 
strong in our convictions: these 
were some pretty powerful 
moments. I felt empowered, I 
felt scared, I felt high - real 
high. 


Our blockade was fairly un- 
dramatic, partly because there 
was a certain amount of expec- 
tation on the part of the Plumley 


Getting to the worksite required 
a precarious trek along the pro- 
posed road which was still just 
a one-footprint-wide track in 
the mountainside. Would the 
old ticker hold out? I wondered 
with each gasping rest. I fell far 
behind the rest, but a few sup- 
port people patiently stayed 
with me the whole way. 

The trail worsened as logs 
and slash blocked the way. For- 
tunately the tree fallers were 
not working that day or it would 
have meant a long hike around 
them. At last I caught up to the 
group, which had stopped to 
discuss the best way to ap- 
proach the dozer, whose roar 
we could hear round the bend. 
Suddenly our scout returned, 
saying the bulldozer was stuck 
in a hole. Now was our time to 
act. As quickly as we could, we 
log-hopped the last yards to our 
goal. A false step would mean 
felling downhill into sharp 
slash. 

The bulldozer operator - 
none of us were sure of his name 
— scarcely reacted to our pres- 
ence. Merely warning us not to 
touch the machine, he left for 
help. The dozer leaned at a 
crazy angle on the slope and 
obviously wasn’t going any- 
where whether we were there 
or not, to the disappointment of 
some of us, who had wanted to 
create down time. Then some- 
one suggested blockading the 
rescue bulldozer, and we sat 
down to await developments. 

“You folks are a little late, 
aren’t you?” said the driver 


crew and sheriff’s dept, by the 
time our (7th) blockade took 
place, but it was one more work 
stoppage, one more demonstra- 
tion of commitment to wilder- 
ness and was not without inci- 
dent: We were invited to block- 
ade the tree fellers (“Whatsa 
matter? No guts?”) and Sally 
was able to serve Doug Plumley 
with a court subpeona while 
we were handcuffed and 
chained to a tree. ( He was there 
recording us for posterity, or 
his scrapbook, or something, 
with his Instamatic.) 

As far as future non-violent 
direct actions are concerned, I 
have some thoughts to share: 

Even with the non-violence 
training, it’s hard for everyone 
to really be prepared for jail if 
you haven’t been there before, 
because it’s like nothing else. 
Jail is heavy duty, no doubt 
about it, so no one should take 
lightly an agreement to be arres- 
ted. Our two days and one night 
were not as harrowing as a jail 
experience can be, certainly (I 
mean, people get raped and 
beaten ...), but we had a tat- 
tooed biker cellmate who did 
not like “goddamn California 
protesters” and was the type 
whose threats of “rubbing faces 
on bars” and kicking ass one 
took seriously. Encountering 
this is par for the course, I think, 
rather than the exception, but 
is nonetheless shocking, and so 
something that folks should pre- 
pare themselves for. And how 
come the guys got more privil- 
eges than the women? Well, I 
guess that’s another issue. 

Thoughts on support people: 
I was impressed and moved. 
The work and running around 
(and patient waiting while we 
Bay Areans landed and got our- 
selves together) and so much 
positive energy directed our 
way had much to do with our 
strength of spirit and confi- 
dence. Strong support is ex- 


amicably when he returned. 
“The TV people were here until 
noon, but they couldn’t wait all 
day.” 

My heart sank. The last min- 
ute change to blockading at 
lunchtime had cost us TV foot- 
age. 

Two or three other workmen 
showed up. They all treated us 
with that same mixture of dis- 
dain and grim amusement 
which seemed to be the un- 
spoken rule. Where was the vio- 
lence, the obscenities of pre- 
vious blockades that I’d heard 
so much about? Apparently the 
threat of Earth First! lawsuits 
was working. I asked the driver, 
comfortably curled waiting on 
the bulldozer, if he was paid for 
down time. “You bet,” he 
nodded. 

Soon the low roar of a bull- 
dozer could be heard coming 
round the bend in the road ... 
but it was only smoothing the 
way for a sheriff’s vehicle. It 
was all over. Our blockade had 
lasted perhaps 45 minutes. 

The deputies handcuffed us 
and the nine of us flopped like 
fish in the back of a pick-up for 
a mile or so ride to a transfer 
point where we were loaded 
into a paddy wagon. So this was 
why the deputies had respon- 
ded so fast. The Forest Service 
now paid Josephine County to 
keep officers at this point spe- 
cifically to arrest demon- 
strators. 

As the paddy wagon carried 
us along yet more of the Bald 
Mountain Road, I was shocked 


tremely important and on this 
action it was there — when we 
arrived on the blockade, bailing 
us out of jail, in the courtroom 
and in between, and I think the 
structure of the support system 
is something that can be drawn 
on and learned from for future 
actions. I commend and thank 
those who supported us and 
send them my love wherever 
they are scattered now. 

I’m intrigued with the theor- 
ies of non-violent direct action 
and consensus decision-making 
(time-consuming and confusing 
though it may be, it does work 
and fosters respect for the indiv- 
idual). I was impressed because 
it worked with our affinity 
group, most of whom did not 
know each other before the 
action. Not the best of circum- 
stances, but what are you gonna 
do when you’re the only EFiers 
in the Bay Area willing to DO IT 
and you don’t know each other? 
But being strangers impedes the 
process and I agree with the 
contentions of Diana, Doug and 
William concerning solidarity 
(in their blockade account in a 
previous newsletter). 

Finally, seeing the concept of 
non-violent direct action actu- 
ally work, in action, in the wild- 
erness, was/is a wonderful 
experience and strengthens my 
belief in it that much more. We 
CAN stop them from raping the 
Earth! As I said in court (even 
though it bounced off thejudge’s 
cold scaly skin), I think that if 
my beliefs concerning the pres- 
ervation of wilderness and di- 
versity of species being essen- 
tial to the survival of the planet 
are really sincere, then it is my 
responsibility to act when I see 
things being destroyed. In tak- 
ing that responsibility, I felt so 
right and so powerful. There’s 
no high like it. 

- Karen Pickett 


to fully realize how much of the 
road had already been roughed 
out. And every day a bulldozer 
ate the dirt ribbon farther along 
the green slope. Blockades since 
the beginning of May had so far 
failed to convince the press that 
this was a national issue, and 
our particular blockade had 
slowed them down scarcely a 
half-hour. It remained to be 
seen whether our efforts had 
had any effect. All this went 
through my mind as we en- 
dured the cramped, stifling ride 
to Grants Pass, our hands use- 
less as braces against countless 
curves in the road. 

We were released from jail 
following arraignment the next 
day. We all pleaded “no con- 
test” and we all received the 
same sentence: a fine, a year’s 
probation during which we 
were to stay off all National 
Forest lands in the state of 
Oregon, and - a new twist - a 
restitution payment to Plumley 
Construction for down time, 
amounting to $82.00 per per- 
son. Restitution is still being 
challenged in court as of this 
writing. 

- Shelley Thompson 
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for compromise, or to appear 
“reasonable” within certain ab- 
stract or arbitrarily conceived 
criteria. It is based on con- 
science, emotion, and an organ- 
ization of priorities in pursuit of 
survival. Because man and the 
organism of Earth cannot sur- 
vive without clean air and water, 
fertile soil, an abundant con- 
tinuum of natural resources, 
and an ecological foundation, 
all of which are provided by the 
most dependable “producer” of 
sustained yield we will ever 
know: Wilderness. Our pursuit 
in this proposal is to ensure that 
that ecological foundation is 
provided.. 

Our motivation behind this 
proposal is mainly based on the 
fact that it would be safer and 
wiser to create large wilderness 
preserves than not to. It has 
also allowed for the fact that 
the loss of wilderness is an irre- 
versible loss, except in the 
measure of age-long geologic 
healing, whereas the loss of 
what is so boldly referred to as 
timber base is not. 

We would also like to bring 
up the fact that public forests 
were originally designed as re- 
serves. Yet we find today that 

continued on page 2.0 


THE EARTH FIRST! 
OREGON WILDERNESS 
PROPOSAL 


Area Name 

Acreage 

Mount Hebo 

54,000 

Drift Creek 

39,000 

Coast Creeks 

48,000 

Wassen Creek 

43,000 

Grassy Knob 

90,000 

Kalmiopsis 

480,000* 

Red Buttes 

75,000 

Mt. Mazama 

310,000* 

Rogue-Umpqua Divide 

285,000 

Diamond-Thielsen 

240,000* 

Calapooya Range 

195,000 

Cascade Volcanoes 

560,000* 

Old Cascades 

150,000 

Middle Santiam 

180,000 

Mt. Jefferson 

110,000* 

Hidden 

160,000 

Salmon-Huckleberry 

170,000 

Badger-White River 

130,000 

Cascade Falls 

150,000 

Gearhart-Upper Sycan 

190,000* 

South Fork John Day 

250,000 

Strawberry-N.F. Malheur 

245,000* 

Elkhom-N.F.J.D. 

580,000 

Blue Mountains Complex 

390,000* 

Nez Perce 

800,000* 

Total 

5,954,000 


+ other unroaded 
= 1 million (approx.) 

13% of state land area, 
44% of state National Forest Land 

♦Does not include acreage of designated 
wilderness or National Park existing 
within proposal. 


OREGON 

WILDERNESS 

HEARING 

Earth First! Oregon represen- 
tative Ric Bailey testified at the 
Oregon wilderness hearing held 
August 25 in Salem by Senator 
Mark Hatfield (R-Louisiana Pac- 
ific), who intends to introduce 
wilderness legislation for Ore- 
gon in response to the pitiful 
1.2 million acre bill recently 
passed by the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

Hatfield’s infamous position 
on wilderness is demonstrated 
by the fact that during his 17- 
year “representation” of Oregon 
in the Senate, Oregon has ac- 
cumulated less wilderness and 
National Park acreage than any 
state in the West, except Nev- 
ada. He has been somewhat 
willing to protect mountain and 
glacier country, but has repeat- 
edly fought against protection 
of forests. His pro-industry bias 
shone through at the hearing as 
he constantly referred to for- 
ests as “productive timber- 
lands.” 

The ecomically obscene anti- 
wilderness forces maintained a 
boisterous presence at the hear- 
ing and, as usual, provided some 
fine entertainment. One woman 
proclaimed that “wilderness 
creates strange ecosystems.” 

Another razor-voiced creep 
proclaimed that Oregon has too 
much wilderness already. “1.2 
million acres may not sound like 
a lot,” he insisted, “but that’s 
the size of the state of Delaware!” 

One chunky dude from South- 
west Oregon lied through his 
yellow teeth. “Environmental- 
ists,” he said, “harassed workers 
and destroyed equipment up on 
Bald Mountain.” 


Okay all you two-fisted Ore- 
gonians, ever hear of South Fork 
John Day proposed Wilderness? 
How about the Nez Perce or the 
Cascade Volcanoes? Then you 
obviously haven’t heard about 
the Earth First! Oregon wilder- 
ness proposal. Too bad. It’s what 
we should have been pushing 
for since 1964. It starts out by 
demanding wilderness designa- 


Other memorable quotes 
were: “If you lock up those trees, 
we’ll starve,” and, “If people 
can’t drive through the wilder- 
ness, how can they er\joy it?” 

And, of course, the over- 
weight timber industry lobby- 
ists were on hand, supporting 
the mega-hog chainsaw philo- 
sophy with a professional 
tedium that brought puke to 
the throats of many. No sense 
repeating any of that. 

Then there was the boring 
Sierra Club-type testimony: 
“Heck, Senator, our wilderness 
proposal only has .9 million 
board feet on it!” And: “Mr. Hat- 
field, 2,000 hikers a year use 
this wilderness proposal!” Along 
with: “The fisheries contained 
in this proposal contribute $2 
million to the economy every 
year!” 

The economic justifications 
for wilderness persisted until 
Sherry Welborn took the micro- 
phone. She told a story of an 
Indian woman who watched the 
white man’s encroachment 
upon the Oregon coast. The 
Indian woman symbolized the 
Oregon Coast Range Mountains, 
sight of the most hideous rape 
of forest ecosystems in Amer- 
ica. Wellborn, as the voice of the 
Indian woman, lamented, 
“They’ve taken my body, now 
they want;' my heart and soul.” 
The heart and soul being the 
Wassen Creek and Drift Creek 
Roadless Areas, the two 12,000 
acre islands of old growth which 
have thus far survived the as- 
sault on the Coast Range, which 
150 years ago was a 3 million 
acre forest wilderness. 

Then Earth First! Represen- 
tative Ric Bailey occupied cen- 
ter stage and immediately pre- 
sented Hatfield with the new 
Earth First! 7 Million acre Ore- 
gon Wilderness proposal (the 
Oregon Natural Resources 
Council only called for 3.4 mil- 
lion acres of wilderness), com- 


tion for all 4.5 million acres of 
defacto wilderness, and then 
tacks on 2.5 million acres of 
“wilderness recovery zones,” 
where nature will be allowed to 
reclaim developed land. Pat- 
ches of roaded old growth forest, 
and patches of somewhat intact 
watershed and habitat have 
been added to penetrate some 
real wilderness in Oregon, as 
opposed to the token recreation 


plete with map packet (which 
was adorned front and back 
with the EF! monkeywrench/ 
tomahawk symbol), and pro- 
claimed that the EF! proposal 
was not based on economics, 
but on moral conscience, emo- 
tion and respect for nature. 
Bailey told Hatfield that, “There 
are things in this world more 
important than human pur- 
suits, and value in things that 
do not bring people material 
profit.” 

Bailey’s speech was one of 
the few which received a 
healthy ovation from the 
packed Kresge auditorium 
crowd. 

The impact of the EF! testi- 
mony remains unknown, since 
we are dealing with powers 
soaked in the persuasions of 
monetary and political manipu- 
lation. 

To those of us who view the 7 
million acre EF! proposal as the 
beginning of a return to ecolog- 
ical sanity, this battle is only 
the beginning. 


WILDERNESS TESTIMONY 
OF RIC BAILEY 
EARTH FIRST! 
REPRESENTATIVE 
before 

SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE 
ON PUBLIC LANDS 

HONORABLE SENATOR 
MARK O. HATFIELD 
PRESIDING 

My name is Ric Bailey, I am a 
native Oregonian who visits 
Oregon’s wilderness areas reg- 
ularly. I am the Oregon Wilder- 
ness Coordinator for Earth 
First!, a national environmen- 
tal action movement. My testi- 
mony will support the Earth 
First! wilderness proposal, not 
limited to the Siskiyou National 
Forest, the bulk of which is 
shown on maps I have furnished 
for your review. 

This proposal is not designed 


areas, being proposed by “reas- 
onable” conservation groups. 

Obviously, it isn’t enough to 
be asking for wilderness desig- 
nation for some of the frayed 
roadless remnants that the For- 
est Service has thus far neglec- 
ted to devour in their assault 
on Oregon’s Forest Ecosystems. 
We should be demanding that 
many previously logged, roaded 
and otherwise developed areas 


be allowed to be restored by 
natural forces. 

The following are some of the 
highlights of the Oregon EF! wil- 
derness proposal (which was 
revealed for the first time in 
front of Senator Hatfield during 
his Oregon Wilderness Hearing 
August 25). 

CASCADE VOLCANOES: 

Includes core of existing Three 
Sisters and Mt. Washington Wil- 
dernesses. Runs from Santiam 
Hwy. (20) south to the Willa- 
mette Hwy. (58). Closes Route 
242, the McKenzie Pass High- 
way, and includes Chucksney 
Mtn., McClennan Mtn., Waldo, 
Maiden Peak, Charlton Butte, 
Bend Watershed, Bearwallows 
and Century Lakes defacto wil- 
dernesses, as well as the entirety 
of the North Fork of the Middle 
Fork of the Willamette River. It 
also would protect the entire 
South Fork McKenzie River, and 
recommends removal of Cougar 
Dam. (880,000 acres, including 
existing wilderness.) 

NEZ PERCE: Starts out with 
the entire Hells Canyon Na- 
tional Recreation Area and exist- 
ing Eagle Cap Wilderness. Adds 
Joseph Canyon to the North- 
west, and the McGraw Creek 
BLM area to the Southeast. In- 
cludes all proposed Eagle Cap 
additions and much developed 
land to the south, particularly 
in the Eagle Creek drainage. 
Protects the totality of the 
Minam and Imnaha Rivers, and 
closes the ridiculous Imnaha 


River, Lostine River, and Hat 
Point roads. (1.2 million acres 
including existing wilderness.) 

KALMIOPSIS: Combines 
entire Kalmiopsis Roadless Area 
with the Wild Rogue Wilderness. 
Includes entire upper drainages 
of the Pistol, Chetco and Win- 
chuck Rivers to the west, and 
all the Briggs and Rough and 
Ready Creek drainages to the 
East. Closes the Illinois River 
Road at Cedar Gulch. Recom- 
mends that Bill Covey and Les 
Moore remove all the gravel 
from the Bald Mountain Road 
with their teeth. (710,000 acres 
including existing wilderness.) 

The EF! Oregon proposal also 
recommends: Four large preser- 
ves in the Coast Range, from 

39.000 to 54,000 acres; six in 
the west Cascades ranging from 

150.000 to 285,000 acres; four 
along the Cascade Crest (includ- 
ing the Cascade Volcanoes) 
from 270,000 to 880,000 acres; 
and six major preserves in East- 
ern Oregon (including the Nez 
Perce) from 300,000 to 1.2 mil- 
lion acres. 

Anyone wishing to provide 
input, or obtain further infor- 
mation on the EF! Oregon wil- 
derness proposal, Contact me at 
P.O. Box- 605, Joseph, OR 97846. 

And by the way, next time 
you contact your congressman 
regarding Oregon Wilderness, 
be sure to recommend the 7 
million acre Earth First! pro- 
posal. 



EARTH FIRST! PROPOSES 7 MILLION 
ACRES WILDERNESS IN OREGON NFs 

By Ric Bailey 
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Photos by Sam Camp 

SINKYONE: LAST BATTLE OF THE REDWOODS? 


The Sinkyone People were 
' virtually extinct within ten 
years of encountering their first 
white person. These Sinkyone 
Indians of northern California’s 
rugged Lost Coast were massac- 
red ruthlessly. Now it appears 
that also within ten years a scoff- 
law multinational corporation 
will succeed in massacring the 
primeval coastal forests which 
are the remnants of the ances- 
tral Sinkyone home. They have 
already nearly succeeded. 

Here is the only significant 
unprotected wilderness on 
America’s West Coast. Located 
in the northwestern comer of 
Mendocino County, the Sink- 
yone Wilderness is rugged 
mountains with old growth red- 
wood forests on steep slopes 
that fall into the sea. The coast- 
line is stunningly scenic with 
700-foot high sea cliffs in places. 
It is also a mayor wildlife re- 
source. For example, hundreds 
of marine mammals — official 
counts show groups of up to 
1,500 animals at once - gather 
in the cove at Little Jackass 
Creek. And just inland in the 
Usal Basin is the largest osprey 
colony in the western U.S. Or 
was. Georgia-Pacific Corpora- 
tion (G-P) has just about fin- 
ished clear-cutting the Usal. 

And now also gone to G-P’s 
Fort Bragg mill is Hotel Gulch. 
Anderson Gulch. Dark Gulch. 
At least half of Little Jackass. 
1900 acres of harvest plans have 
been approved for Jackass. And 
a 370-acre harvest plan has 
been approved for the Bear Har- 
bor watershed on the very 
borders of the small, northern 


part of the Sinkyone Wilderness 
that has been spared as a state 
park. The devastation is tragic 
and ugly. The massive erosion 
will permanently degrade 
streams and habitat. Archaeol- 
ogical sites have been wasted. 
Species that are dependent on 
coastal old growth habitat will 
disappear. G-P’s forester in the 
Sinkyone Wilderness, Jere Melo, 
achieved 78 separate citations 
for logging violations in a 3-year 
period. From this it appears that 
breaking the law is a way of 
doing business at G-P. 

Local activists have been 
fighting since 1977 to save the 
southern Lost Coast. But a ruth- 
less multinational corporation 
has not been the only enemy. 
“Liberal” Democratic legislators 
have forcefully demonstrated 
that northern California has 
only one political party: The 
Corporate Party. And as in num- 
erous other North Coast issues, 
the Sierra Club is once again on 
the cutting edge. 

Assemblyman Dan Hauser, 
liberal freshman Democrat, 
badly betrayed activists and dis- 
mayed his liberal constituents. 
Last January, Hauser wowed 
environmentalists with 

announcements that he would 
accomplish major gains for the 
Sinkyone Wilderness and he 
even proposed a moratorium on 
all further logging there. But 
the bill he subsequently car- 
ried (AB 125) was a thoroughly 
Georgia-Pacific one which ends 
all prospect of establishing a 
real Sinkyone Wilderness. We 
must also note that the dark 
power behind Hauser is Sena- 


tor Barry Keene, another 
liberal Democrat, who received 
everything from special hunt- 
ing privileges to heavy “cam- 
paign” bucks from the timber 
corporadoes. 

The Sierra Club long and 
strongly supported the local 
lead activists until the chips 
were down. At that point they 
chose to deal off the issue on 
their own. They were fearful of 
criticizing the liberal Hauser, 
who threatened that if they 


didn’t back his G-P bill it would 
be “a cold day in hell” before 
he’d ever do anything for the 
Sinkyone. Hauser desperately 
wants the Sierra Club and 
others to help him save face 
and legitimize his dirty deal- 
ings. This fits well the Sierra 
Club’s escalated involvement in 
electoral politics. Unfortu- 
nately, more often than not, that 
involvement requires the Club 
to sell out issues, including 
especially those on which they 


have never been the lead activ- 
ists. Local activists should 
always be careful in trusting 
their fortunes to any national 
group. 

The legislative process has 
failed. Georgia-Pacific’s greedy 
hands are free. Local activists 
intent on saving the remaining 
trees are looking to legal action. 
Years of slide shows, radio talks 
and articles have given the Sink- 
yone Wilderness an informed 
and enthusiastic local backing. • 



Loading Logs in Anderson Gulch 
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Fresh Desolation in Jackass Creek 


Many have announced they will 
protect the great trees with 
their bodies. A Timber Harvest 
Plan to clearcut the 75-acre 
Sally Bell grove has been 
approved. 

Sally Bell was the last Sink- 
yone Indian. Action may be 
taken to protect the Sally Bell 
Grove, and perhaps has already 
begun as you read this. Join us 
in the fight to save the Sinkyone 
Wilderness. Write the Sinkyone 
Council at Box 397, Garberville, 
CA 95440 or telephone (707) 
923-2931. The issue is now or 
never. 

— The Man Who Walks In 


Non-violent direct action 
may become necessary to save 
the Redwoods of the Sinkyone 
from liquidation. Only 4% of 
the old growth Redwoods re- 
main (see Bill Devall’s book 
review in this issue). We must 
save those in the Sinkyone. 
Contact EPIC in Garberville 
or Bay Area Earth First! con- 
tacts (Ed Heske 415-549-1424; 
Tim Jeffries 456-7433; or 
Karen Pickett 376-7329) to 
plan for action or trips to the 
Sinkyone. Westopped the For- 
est Service in the Kalmiopsis, 
now it’s time to stop Georgia- 
Pacific in the Sinkyone! 


Anderson Gulch Rape Scene 



TIME IS RUNNING OUT FOR 
SINKYONE WILDERNESS 
OLD GROWTH 

The Sinkyone Wilderness is 
located on California’s north 
coast between the King Range 
on the north, and Usal Creek on 
the south. Surely it is the wild- 
est, most rugged shoreline on 
the west coast (outside of 
Alaska). Because of the Sink- 
yone’s rugged character, High- 
way 1, when being built, was 
forced inland where it meets 
Highway 101 at Legget. 

The Sinkyone is home to black 
bear, osprey, golden eagles, 
hawks, sea lions, deer, and many 
more, once including the now- 
extinct Sinkyone native people. 
Roosevelt Elk have recently 
been re-introduced to the King 
Range. We saw about half of 
this migrating herd in the Sink- 
yone on a recent hike. 

The Sinkyone issue is not 
uncommon in the Pacific North- 
west. It is the genocide of old 
growth habitat. It is the clear- 
cutting of whole watersheds, 
small coastal watersheds which 
were, and are forested with tow- 
ering redwoods and Douglas fir. 
Georgia Pacific (pathetic) is kill- 


ing the Sinkyone. Their desire 
is to liquidate the remaining old 
growth. Steep slopes and an 
annual rainfall in the neighbor- 
hood of 1 00 inches causes thou- 
sands of years worth of topsoil 
to erode into the streams in just 
a few winters. This senseless 
destruction has put old growth 
habitat on the endangered spe- 
cies list. 

In the Wolf Creek area (Jack- 
ass on USGS map) there was an 
old logging road called “the old 
Wheeler road.” During spring of 
this year, G.P. sent in their Earth- 
raping machines to widen, grade, 
and gravel this road which had 
not been used for logging in 
many years. It is now a G.P. log 
truck highway, with many new 
skid road offshoots. On these 
roads will travel the last stands 
of Sinkyone Old Growth Red- 
woods and Douglas Fir. The 
reality of losing the Sinkyone is 
very sad. The Sinkyone is our 
last chance to have and pre- 
serve a coastal wilderness. After 
all, if it were not for wilderness, 
the human race would have 
never evolved. We must treat 
our living old growth ancestors 
with more respect. 

— Sam Camp 
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EARTH FIRST! LOCAL GROUPS AND CONTACTS 


AUSTRALIA 

John 

Rainforest Information Centro 
IM)B36S. Lisnmro 
New South Walt's 2480 
Australia 

JAPAN 
Rick Davis 

012 Kyoto-slu. Fushimi-ku 
Tanaka-sama-kata 
Tai Bun-shi sama 
Kyoto. Japan 

WESTERN SOLOMON 

ISLANDS 

Vincent Vaguni 

Rainforest Information Centre 
I ’OB 31 M unda 
VVi'stern Solomon Islands 

ALASKA 

Fairbanks - Tom Pogson 

SR 2005(5 

Fairbanks. AK 99701 

Juneau - R. Farnell 

I ’OB 17515 
Juneau. AK 99802 

Kenny Lake — Judi Thurmond 

Star Route. Box 334 
Keuuy Lake. AK 99573 

ARIZONA 
Pablo Deserieto 

Box 40154 
Tucson. AZ 85717 
((502) 882-0830 

ARKANSAS 
T.A. Aldaron 

1827 North Jackson 
Little Rock. AR 72203 

CALIFORNIA 
Areata - Bill Devall 

POB21 

Areata. CA 95521 
(707) 822-813(5 

Berkeley - Ed Heske 

51 Del Mar 
Berkeley. CA 94708 
(415)549-1424 

Chico - Mitch Wyss 

POB 1373 
Chico. CA 95927 
(91(5)342-3078 

Fresno - Michael Bordenave 
SAFE 

377 1 Circle Drive West 
Fresno, CA 93704 

Marin County' - Tim Jeffries 

22 Claus Circle 
Fairfax, CA 94930 
(415) 456-7433 

Placerville - Jake Blue & 
Becky Windmiller 

Box C 

Lotus. CA 95651 
(916)626-9970 

Sacramento — 

Dennis McEwan 
3424 Von Bauer Way 
Sacramento, CA 95281 
(916)487-1376 

Santa Barbara - 
Matt Buckmaster 

6764 Sueno Apt. B 
Goleta, CA 93117 
(805) 968-8812 

OR 

Lawrence Worchester 

935 Camino del Sur 
Isla Vista. C A 93117 
(805)968-4478 

Santa Cruz - 
Jean Brocklebank 

4 18 Olive St. 

Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
(408) 426-9266 

San Diego - Linda Svendsen 

POB 2236 

Leucadia. CA 92034 
(619) 436-3927 

San Francisco - 
Phillip Friedman 

2300 Ortega St. 

San Francisco, CA 94122 
(415) 665-0794 

San Luis Obispo — 

Jean C. Gordon 
12414 B Mill St. 

San Luis Obispo. CA 93401 

Sonoma County — 

Ken D’Antonio 

10101 Huy 116 
Forest ville, CA 95436 
(707)887-9107 

COLORADO 
Boulder - Richard Ling 

1020 13th *K 
Boulder, CO 80302 

Durango - Steve Rauworth 

8593 Hwy. 172 
Ignacio, CO 81 137 
(303)884-9864 

Ft. Collins - Chris Johnson 
1850 Laporte 'B9 
Ft. Collins, CO 80521 
(303) 482-2382 

Glen wood Springs - 
John Flippone 
POB 1091 

Glcnwood Springs, CO 81601 
(303)945-2075 


Steamboat - Scotty Sidner 
Bear Pole Ranch 
Steamboat Springs. CO 80477 

Telluride — Art Goodtimes 

POB 160 

Norwood. CO 81423 
(303) 327-4767 

CONNECTICUT 
R. Neil Harvey 

235 South Park Street 
Williamantic, CT 06226 
(203) 423-2926 

FLORIDA 
Ronnie Hawkins 

10830 SW 8th Court 
Gainesville, FL 32601 
(904)495-9203 

GEORGIA 
Julia Heinz 

378 Oakland Avenue SE 
Atlanta, GA 30212 
(404)525-2271 

HAWAII 
Will Small 

Box 413 

Mountain View, HI 96771 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago - Chris Sherbank 

1654 W. Cortland Street 
Chicago, IL 60622 
(312) 227-7877/235-2839 

Prairie Grove Group EF! 

Don Johnson 

Woodside Farm 
1841 South River Rd 
Des Plaines, IL 60018 
(312)296-7960 

OR 

Tim Byers 

(312)463-8045 

Urbana - Bill Enos 

1206 East Michigan 
Urbana, IL 61801 
(217)384-9016 

KANSAS 

Manhatten - Neil Schanker 
1221 Thurston 
Manhatten, KS 66502 
(913) 532-5866 

Oskaloosa - Daniel Dancer 

Sleeping Beauty Ranch 
Oskaloosa, KS 66066 

MAINE 

Brunswick — Gary Lawless 
POB 186 

Brunswick, ME 0401 1 
(207) 729-5083 

Harrington - Charles Ewing 
RD 1 

Harrington, ME 04643 

MARYLAND 
Leonard J. Kerpelman 

2403 West Rogers 
Baltimore, MD 21209 
(301)367-8855 

MINNESOTA 
Tom Lewanski 

3718 Columbus 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 

MONTANA 
Randall Gloege 

343 North Rim road 
Billings, MT 59102 
(406) 256-0965 

NEVADA 

Jomayne R. Stevens 

65 Vine Street 
Reno, NV 89503 

NEW JERSEY 
Bob Ludd 

246 Fawn Ridge 
Mountainside, NJ 07092 
(201) 233-7656 (N) 

(201) 624-7446 (D) 

Stacey Washko 

RD * 4 Box 350 

North Brunswick, NJ 08902 

(201)821-9647/821-8(544 

Mike Lidestri 
96 Merritt Avenue 
Bergenfield, NJ 07621 
(201)385-2047 

Bob Philbin 

Box 698 Meadow Ave. RD "'2 
Blackwood, NJ 08012 
(609) 227-8248 

NEW MEXICO 
Albuquerque - Karen Brown 

500 Princeton SE, Apt. 3 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
(505) 277-5716 W 

Sante Fe — Rue Christie 
POB 5910 

Sante Fe, NM 87501 
(505) 988-4284 

NEW YORK 
Troy - Ralph Meima 

251 Liberty Street 
Troy, NY 12180 
(518)272-2496 

Tully — Milton Bieber 

Stevens Road RD * 1 
Tully, NY 13429 
(315) 696-8072 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Andrews - 
Hank & Mary Fonda 

Route 1, Box 640B 
Andrews, NC 28901 
(704) 321-4086 


Asheville — Jay Gertz 

120 High Valiev 
Alexander, NC 28701 

Star - Ron & Sue Correll 

Star Farm Rt. 1, Box 78 A-l 
Star, NC 27356 

OHIO 
Reed Noss 

140 North West Street 
Westerville, OH 43081 

(614) 891-4814 

OKLAHOMA 
Forrest Johnson 

1402 Rebecca Lane 
Norman, OK 73069 
(404) 364-3555 

OREGON 

Corvallis — Lynn Cochrane 

744 NW 27th 
Corvallis, OR 97330 
(503) 753-6486 

Eugene - Marcy Willow 

2551 Emerald Street 
Eugene, OR 97403 
(503)342-7040 

Grants Pass - 
Steve Marsden 
6166 Monument Drive 
Grants Pass, OR 97526 
(503) 474-0259 

Portland - Melinda Lee 

POB 594 

Sherwood, OR 97140 
(503)628-2814 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Philadelphia - Lisa Jo Freeh 

233 Plymouth Road 
Gwynedd Valley, PA 19437 

TENNESSEE 
Charlotte & Carl Leathers 

107 South Bellevue Drive 
Nashville, TN 37205 

(615) 352-8716 

TEXAS 

Dallas/Ft. Worth - ' 

Don McDowell 

3204 Mineral Wells Hwy. 
Weatherford, TX 76086 
(817)594-4935 

Teriingua - 

Rio Grande Guides Assoc. 

Box 57 

Teriingua, TX 70852 

UTAH 

Escalante - Robert Weed 

Calf Creek Box 60 
Escalante, UT 84726 

Logan - George Nickas 
422 North 400 East 
Logan, UT 84321 

Moab - Bob Philips 

POB 381 
Moab, UT 84532 
(801)259-8353 

Park City — Judl Bell-Marcy 

POB 2159 

Park City, UT 84060 
(801)649-2777 

Provo — Ken Wintch 
1101 Elm Avenue 
Provo, UT 84601 

Salt Lake City — 

Spurs Jackson 

POB 26221 

Salt Lake City, UT 84126 

(801) 355-2154 

VERMONT 
Linda Hay 

POB 781 

Springfield, VT 05156 

(802) 263-5427/885-9459 

VIRGINIA 

Manassas - Lee Few 
7610 Glenolden Place 
Manassas, VA 221 1 1 
(703)361-2239 

Staunton — Alan Kinchloe 

Route 1, Box 54 A 
Millboro, VA 24460 

WASHINGTON, D.G 
Terry J. Harris 

108 North Adams Street 
Rockville, MD 20850 
(301)762-1312 

WEST VIRGINIA 
J.R. Spruce 

Box 222-A RR 1 
Ridgeley, WV 26753 
(304)738-2212 

WISCONSIN 
Madison - Bob Kaspar 

305 North Sixth Street 
Madison, WI 53704 

Pembine - Coldfoot Creek 
Route 1 

Pembine, WI 54156 
(715) 324-6422 

Southeast — Meri Kuehn 

703 Union Street *2 
Hartford, WI 53027 
(414)673-6372 

WYOMING 
Jackson — 

Hiroshima Svendsen 

Box 2166 

Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-4793 

Sundance - 
Harry Longbaugh 

POB 1015 

Sundance, WY 82729 


EARTH FIRST! 
STATE WILDERNESS 
COORDINATORS 

The following people are coor- 
dinating the development of EF! 
wilderness proposals and com- 
ments to agencies in their re- 
spective states. If you’d like to 
coordinate wilderness studies 
for EF! in your state and com- 
ments to the BLM, Forest Serv- 
*' ice, etc., please let us know so 
we can list you here. If you’d like 
to help with such studies and 
comments, contact the State Wil- 
derness Coordinator listed for 
your state. 

ARIZONA 
Pablo Deserieto 

Box 40154 Tucson, AZ 85717 
(602) 882-0830 

CALIFORNIA 
Nancy Morton 

230 West 7th Avenue 
Chico, CA 95926 
(916) 343-6547 

IDAHO 
Howie Wolke 

Box 2348 

Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-5343 

MONTANA 
Howie Wolke 

NEVADA 
Bart Koehler 

POB 235 
Ely, NV 89301 
(702) 289-8636 

NEW MEXICO 
Karen Brown 

500 Princeton SE Apt. 3 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
(505) 277-5716 W 

OREGON 
Ric Bailey 

c/o 342 North 9th 
Madras, OR 8774 1 
(503) 475-2105 

UTAH 

Bart Koehler 

VERMONT 
Linda Hay 

POB 781 

Springfield, VT 05156 
(802) 263-5427/885-9459 

WYOMING 
Howie Wolke 


SLEEP CHEAP 

Want to meet other EF!ers as 
you travel the country? Want to 
avoid the expense of motels or 
the excitement of sleeping under 
picnic tables at roadside jest 
stops? Then SLEEP CHEAP is 
for you. SLEEP CHEAP is a list- 
ing of EF'.ers willing to provide 
floor space for other EF!ers pas- 
sing through. Travelers should 
be considerate and give their 
prospective hosts plenty of 
warning by writing or phoning 
in advance. If you’d like to be 
listed as a SLEEP CHEAP host, 
contact the newspaper. 

Clod Funnstonn, POB 767 

ANCHORAGE, AK 99510 

Eagle Rock (Dave) 

(505) 243-2096 

ALBUQUERQUE, NM 
(call for address) 

Julie Heinz (404) 525-2271 
378 Oakland Avenue SE 
ATLANTA, GA 30312 

Chris Sherbank (312) 227-7877/ 
235-2839 1654 W. Cortland St. 
CHICAGO, IL 60622 

Chris Johnson (303) 482-2382 
1850 Laporte Avenue *B9 
FORT COLLINS, CO 80521 

Charles Ewing (207) 483-9763 
RD 1 

HARRINGTON, ME 04643 

Marzapan 

124 3rd Avenue SE 

RONAN, MONTANA 59864 

Richard Wamick, POB 374 
MONTICELLO, UT 84535 

Coldfoot Creek (715) 324-6422 
Rt. 1 Pembine, WI 54156 

NORTHEAST WISCONSIN 

Lawrence Worchester 
(805) 968-4478 
or Steve Schuman 
968-6123 935 
Camino del Sur, 

Isla Vista, CA 93117 
SANTA BARBARA AREA 

Nancy Martin, Star Rt. 34 
Dulzura, CA 92017 

SAN DIEGO AREA 

Ken D’Antonio 10101 Hwy. 116 
Forestville, CA 95436 

SONOMA COUNTY 

Thoron Lane (602) 744-1001 
Box 87, Cortaro, AZ 85230 
TUCSON AREA 
(no pets or children) 

Pablo Deserieto (602) 882-0830 
Box 40154 

TUCSON, ARIZONA 85717 

Bill Enos (217) 384-9016 
1206 E. Michigan 
URBANA, ILLINOIS 61801 


If you want to become active with Earth First! in your area, 
contact one of the folks below. If there is no one listed in your area 
and you'd like to start a local group of Earth First! or be a local 
contact, contact EF!, 230 West 7th Avenue, Chico, CA 95926. 


v 

NOTE TO LOCAL CONTACTS 

Please check your address, name and phone number to make sure 
they are correct. Please send in change of address or phone num- 
ber information promptly. Also make sure that you are listed. If 
not, let us know. 


ROAD SHOW UTAH WILDERNESS 


The East-of-the-Rockies TheUtah Congressional Dele- 

Earth First! Road Show planned gation and Governor have an- 
for this fall has been postponed nounced their plan for National 
until spring of 1984. Nonethe- Forest Wilderness in Utah and 
less, folks willing to promote an conservationists are reeling in 
appearance by the Road Show shock. Even the restrained and 
in their area should contact moderate Utah Wilderness 
Dave Foreman now (230 W. 7th Association was stunned. Earth 
Ave., Chico, CA 95926). The First! spokesperson Spurs Jack- 
Eastern Road Show will consist son of Salt Lake City said, “I 
of musicians Johnny Sagebrush can’t believe that these venal 
and Cecelia Ostrow, speaker bastards (the Utah Delegation) 
Dave Foreman, the Cracking of have the arrogance to call this a 
Glen Canyon Damn movie, and ‘wilderness’ proposal! It is a plan 
will focus on preservation of to destroy Utah, plain and 
the world’s rainforests. simple.” 

An Earth First! Northern Utah currently has only one 
Rockies Road Show is being designated wilderness: the tiny 

planned, however, for this fall (29,000 acre) Lone Peak area 
(last week of October and first near Salt Lake City. Of the 3 
week of November). The tour million acres of roadless Nat- 
with Howie Wolke, Dave Fore- ional Forest lands identified 
man and possibly Johnny Sage- during RARE II in Utah, the 
brush (Bart Koehler) will hit Utah Delegation is proposing a 
Idaho, Montana and Wyoming. minuscule 615,000 acres. The 
It will concentrate on wilder- Utah Wilderness Association 
ness preservation in the North- and other groups are only pro- 

em Rockies: developing EF! posing 1.6 million acres for 
wilderness proposals, prevent- wilderness, 
ing development of roadless “We won’t buy either the 
areas by means of the EF! RARE ‘rape-and-run’ proposal by the 

II lawsuit in Oregon (EF! vs. delegation or the ‘sell-out’ pro- 

Block), direct action where posal by the other environ- 

needed and the organization of mental groups,” said Jackson, 

local EF! groups in the area. “There is no good reason why 

The schedule is being worked all 3 million roadless acres in 

on now and can include every- Utah’s National Forests should 

thingfrommeetingwithahand- not be wilderness. Earth First! 
ful of EF! activists in a private is also looking at roaded areas 

strategy session to an appear- that should be rehabilitated and 

ance before a large public allowed to return to a wilder- 

audience to radio/TV/press in- ness condition.” 

terviews. If. you would like Bart Koehler (P.O. Box 235, 
Howie, Dave and Bart to come Ely,NV 89301 702-289-8636) is 

to your area in Idaho, Montana coordinating the development 
or Wyoming, contact Howie - of the EF! wilderness proposal 
Wolke immediately: Box 2348, for Utah. If you can help or have 

Jackson, WY 83001 (307) 733- suggestions, contact him im- 
5343. mediately. 

WANTED - FILE CABINET First! office. We can pick it up 

The cardboard box routine is anywhere in Northern Califor- 
getting a little out of hand so nia but could possibly arrange 
we’re looking for a generous to get it to Chico from other 
soul with a used metal file cab- areas as well. Contact us at 230 
inet who would like to donate it W. 7t.h Ave., Chico, CA 95926. 
(or sell it cheaply) to the Earth Thanks ! - 
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Wisconsin EF! meeting 

Wisconsin’s first EF! meeting 
was held in the southeastern 
part of the state in July. Fifteen 
people were present for a lively 
discussion on just what Earth 
First! should mean in Wiscon- 
sin, a state with precious little 
large-scale wilderness but with 
tremendous pressure from min- 
ing interests, nuke dump plans, 
and the Navy’s Project ELF - 
ail slated for our northern 
counties. 

On the local front, action was 
considered against the sche- 
duled shipments of spent nu- 
clear fuel through Mulwaukee. 

The freedom of our waters 
was an important topic. A possi- 
ble long-term goal discussed 
was the removal of the Wiscon- 
sin River’s dams. 

More discussion and a firm-up 
of action plans is bound to hap- 
pen at our second get-together: 
September 18th in Madison. 
Flyers will be sent to Wisconsin 
subscribers. 

For more information, con- 
tact Meri Keuhn, Rt. 1, Box 99 A, 
Mayville, WI 53050 (414) 673- 
7345. 


CANYONLANDS NUKE 

DUMP ACTION MAY BE 
IMMINENT 

Our spies warn us that the 
Department of Energy may 
try to slip into the Davis Can- 
yon area next to Canyonlands 
National Park in Utah this 
November or December to be- 
gin test drilling for the nat- 
ion’s first high level nuclear 
waste dump. Earth First! is 
pledged to confront the DOE 
to blockade ANY activity for 
the nuke dump near Canyon- 
lands. We are watching. If you 
would like to participate in 
non-violent direct action at 
Canyonlands or help in a sup- 
port capacity, please contact 
Bob Phillips, POB 381, Moab, 
UT 84532 (801) 259-8353 or 
Spurs Jackson, POB 26221, 
Salt Lake City, UT 84126 
(801) 355-2154. 


CLIPPINGS 

Please send any newspa- 
per clippings mentioning 
Earth First! or subjects of 
interest to us at 230 W. 7th 
Ave., Chico, CA 95926. 
Thank you! 


EF! PROPOSES 7.3 MILLION ACRES WILDERNESS IN IDAHO 


Mike Roselle, an oilfield wor- 
ker from Driggs, Idaho, testified 
for Earth First! at a U.S. Senate 
hearing in Idaho Falls in early 
August on the Idaho Congres- 
sional Delegation’s plan to es- 
sentially destroy the remaining 
Forest Service roadless coun- 
try in the state. While the Idaho 
timber industry proposed 
600,000 acres of additional wil- 
derness for Idaho (rock and ice, 
of course), Roselle resolutely 
called for 7.3 million acres of 
Idaho National Forest land to 
be added to the Wilderness 
System. 

In a letter to U.S. Forest Ser- 
vice Chief Max Peterson, Earth 
First! national wilderness coor- 
dinator Howie Wolke, a guide 
and outfitter from Jackson, 
Wyoming, said, “Idaho has more 
unprotected wilderness - over 
7 million acres - than any other 
state. Nearly all of it is threat- 
ened. Earth First! will not allow 
the destruction of this interna- 
tionally significant wildland re- 
source. We intend to actively 
resist the timber industry, 



Idaho’s White Cloud Mountains 


Photo by Howie Wolke 


DESTROYING CAPITOL 
REEF: MASADA 1984 

The place is Waterpocket Fold 
in Capitol Reef National Park, 
Utah. Instead of the Roman 
Army, an even more powerful 
U.S. Government is proposing 
in HR 3363 to appropriate 
$6,000,000 to engineer a breach 
midway in the 100-mile long 
Reef and continue the desecra- 
tion of pavement from Bull- 
(shit)frog Marina on Lake Foul 
to the still remote Shangri-la 
community of Boulder. 

Instead of 700 Jews defend- 
ing the rock, the Burr Trail 
fans who have traveled the sce- 
nic, rugged route will be trying 
to defend this backcountry par- 
tially owned by the National 
Park Service from paving and 
blasting. For those of you who 
are familiar with the bizarre 
Muley Twist Canyon (a favorite 
of backpackers in the south part 
of the Park), imagine the wash 
bed contained in a cement con- 
duit 100 feet above the dugway 
as it descends into a blasted 
crevice 250 feet deep; then in 


defiance of Waterpocket Fold’s 
tilt, which doesn’t meet federal 
highway standards, a Masada- 
like causeway visible for 50 
miles in both directions will 
descend into Strike Valley and 
cross Hall’s Wash over a mas- 
sive steel bridge. 

This one monumental cut and 
fill, costing the Park Service 6 
million dollars out of their puny 
budget to take tourists literally 
through the Park, is only a tea- 
spoon in the bucket of bullshit 
bulldozing and blasting that 
Senator James McClure of Idaho 
pushed through his subcommit- 
tee dealing with the Interior 
Department Appropriations 
Bill. 

When Congress convenes in 
mid-September, McClure and 
radical developers Senators 
Hatch and Gam (Utah’s gang- 
bangers) will slide the well- 
lubricated bill through the 
House and Senate to satisfy Cal- 
vin Pimp Black’s dream come 
true: the raping of southern 
Utah’s wildlands. 

- Yeti . 


Forest Service and Reagan 
Administration in their coordi- 
nated effort to destroy Idaho’s 
wild country.” 

Earth First! spokesperson, 
Wendy Warren of Pocatello, 
commented, “The timber indus- 
try proposal is ridiculous. It 
would open more than 90% of 
Idaho’s unprotected wildlands 
to-k>g$ng, road construction 
and other kinds of development. 
Idaho’s wildlands are valuable 
just as they are for wildlife, 
watershed, recreation and the 
maintenance of our planet’s 
biological diversity. The EF! 
proposal is the only way to 
maintain Idaho’s high quality 
of life. This is a conservative 
proposal in the true and posi- 
tive sense of the word.” 

Warren said that a few cur- 
rently roaded and developed 
areas were included in the EF! 
wilderness proposal and would 
be allowed to gradually revert 
to a wilderness condition as 
“Wilderness Recovery Areas.” 
She explained, “In some cases, 
the only way to have an eco- 
logically viable wilderness is to 
close down destructive devel- 
opments that never should have 


been allowed to occur in the 
first place. But the vast major- 
ity of our proposal consists of 
lands that are currently in a 
wilderness condition. We’ve 
identified over 7 million acres 
of these lands, while the Forest 
Service has, thus far, only re- 
cognized 6.5 million acres of 
roadless forestlands in the state. 
Without legal protection for 


these areas, the exploiters will 
win; the land and the people of 
Idaho will lose.” 

For more information on the 
Earth First! Idaho Forests Wil- 
derness Proposal or to help in 
refining the proposal, contact 
Howie Wolke, Box 2348, Jack- 
son, WY 83001 (307) 733-5343. 
The areas included in the Earth 


First! proposal are: 

NATIONAL FOREST WILDERNESS PROPOSAL FOR IDAHO: 


Name of Area 

Forest 

Acreage 

Lionhead 

Targhee 

17,000* 

Mt. Jefferson 

Targhee 

7,000* 

Games Mtn. 

Targhee 

130,000 

Palisades 

Targhee 

145,000** 

Italian Peak 

Targhee/Salmon 

206,000* 

Bear Creek 

Caribou 

105,000 

Caribou City 

Caribou 

90,000 

Stump Creek 

Caribou 

104,000 

Gannett-Spring Creek 

Caribou 

20,000** 

Worm Creek 

Caribou 

42,000 

Mt. Naomi 

Caribou 

30,000§ 

Clarkston Mtn. 

Caribou 

15,000 

Elkhom Mtn. 

Caribou 

50,000 

Oxford Mtn. 

Caribou 

50,000 

Bonneville Peak 

Caribou 

34,000 

Scout Mtn. 

Caribou 

28,000 

West Mink 

Caribou 

21,000 

Cache Peak 

Sawtooth 

29,000 

Mahogany Butte 

Sawtooth 

23,000§ 

Smokey Dome Mts. 

Sawtooth 

100,000 

Sawtooth Additions 

Sawtooth/Boise 

448,000 

White Cloud-Boulder 

Sawtooth/Challis 

675,000ft 

Pioneer Mts. 

Sawtooth/Challis 

280,000 

W. White Knob Mts. 

Challis 

50,000 

E. White Knob Mts. 

Challis 

80,000 

Pashimeroi 

Challis 

100,000 

Borah Peak 

Challis 

140,000 

King Mtn. 

Challis 

100,000 

Jumpoff Mtn. 

Challis 

25,000 

Lemhi Range 

Challis/ Salmon 

585,000 

Danskin Mts. 

Boise 

25,000 

Breadwinner 

Boise 

38,000 

Trinities North 

Boise 

86,000 

Trinities South 

Boise 

40,000 

Steel Mtn. 

Boise 

24,000 

Eightmile 

Boise 

120,000 

Deadwood 

Boise 

62,000 

Scott Mtn. 

Boise 

195,000 

Snowbank Mtn. 

Boise/Payette 

36,000 

Lick Creek 

Payette 

92,000 

Needles 

Payette 

73,000 

Lick Creek East 

Payette 

70,000 

French Creek 

Payette 

160,000 

Council Mtn. 

Payette 

16,000 

Hell’s Canyon Additions 

Payette/Nezperce 

205,000f 

Gospel Hump Addition 

Nezperce 

51,000 

Silver Creek 

Nezperce 

36,000 

Beaverhead Mts. 

Salmon 

75,000* 

Allan Mtn. 

Salmon 

47,000* 

Jureanco 

Salmon 

31,000 

Goat Mtn. 

Salmon 

34,000 

River of No Return 

Bitteroot/ Boise/Challis/ 

Additions: 

Nezperce/Payette/Salmon 

628,000* 

Selway-Bitteroot 

Nezperee/Bitteroot 


Additions: 

/Clearwater 

365,000* 

Great Bum 

Clearwater 

151,000* 

Big Hom-Wietas 

Clearwater 

250,000 

El Dorado 

Clearwater 

11,000 

Pot Mtn. 

Clearwater 

50,000 

Moose Mtn. 

Clearwater 

18,000 

Mallard-Larkins 

Panhandle 

290,000 

Sheep Mtn. 

Panhandle 

30,000* 

Grandmother Mtn. 

Panhandle 

40,000 

Trout Creek 

Panhandle 

8,000* 

Scion Kop 

Panhandle 

31,000 

Tepee Creek 

Panhandle 

5,000 

E. Cathederal Peak 

Panhandle 

21,000 

Scotchman Peaks 

Panhandle 

32,000* 

Selkirks 

Panhandle 

120,000 

Upper Priest 

Panhandle 

15,000 

Salmo-Priest 

Panhandle 

20,000t 

Magee 

Panhandle 

37,000 


TOTAL: 7.3 Million Acres 

‘Contiguous proposed wilderness is in Montana. 

"Contiguous proposed wilderness is in Wyoming. 

§Contiguous proposed wilderness is in Utah. 
tContiguous proposed wilderness is in Oregon. 

^Contiguous proposed wilderness is in Washington, 
ft Acreage figure includes approximately 85,000 acres BLM lands. 
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DEAR NED LUDD 


CAMOUFLAGE 

Traditional camouflage is fine 
if you want to do nothing but 
sneak around and hide all the 
time, but for practical purposes 
and usefulness there is a better 
way to go about it. 

VEHICLES - Paint your 
truck, van or whatever one 
color with a good automotive 
semi-gloss’ or flat paint. Good 
colors are white, yellow, orange, 
green or brown. 

Install a CB antenna or two, 
even if you don’t have a CB 
radio. 

Paint the wheels the same 
color as the vehicle or flat black. 
Avoid ‘raised white letter’ tires 
or any other custom accessories. 

Avoid ‘suggestive’ bumper- 
stickers on the vehicle. 
American flag decals are good. 

Cover any packs or other 
camping gear with a plain can- 
>as tarp. Leave tool boxes, 
l orches and other ‘working gear’ 
out in the open (so long as the 
gear looks like it belongs on the 
job). Two or three sets of ‘offi- 
cial looking’ magnetic door signs 
-coiikl be useful. 

CLOTHING - Coveralls are 
the best camouflage you can 
wear. Get some blue, orange or 
white ones. You can buy used 
coveralls for a reasonable price 
at most any linen supply com- 
pany. Also wear a hardhat. Try 
to have two or three that are 
the same color as your coveralls. 

If you use these hints you 
should be able to drive up to or 
even right into any construc- 
tion development or energy 
exploration site with no trouble 
at all. Act like you belong. 

Just remember: The most 
obvious is most often the most 
overlooked. 

- Redeye 


CONGRESSMAN VICTIM 

House minority leader Rob- 
ert Michel (R-IL) has been the 
v ictim of a rash of small round 
green and white stickers found 
attached to the door of his local 
office in Peoria, Illinois. 


EARTH FIRST! LUDDITE 
BEAR CAPTURED 

A 150-pound female black 
bear, believed to be a member 
of Earth First!, was captured in 
August on Fort Lewis Moun- 
tain in Virginia. She is suspected 
of damaging aircraft radio bea- 
cons on the mountain and will 
be removed to the George Wash- 
ington National Forest by state 
game commission trappers. 

LOGGING BLIMP 

Financed by the U.S. Navy, 
the U.S. Forest Service is hav- 
ing a $10 million dirigible con- 
structed for logging in remote, 
roadless areas of the Pacific 
Northwest. The new tool of the 
timber beasts is being construc- 
ted by Piasecki Aircraft Corp. 
of Philadelphia from four Navy 
H-34 helicopters and a 340-foot 
dirigible salvaged from a Navy 
blimp. The “Heli-Stat” will be 
filled with 1 million cubic feet 
of helium. 


LOVE CANALS ON 
THE PUBLIC LANDS? 

A high-level working group 
under Secretary of the Interior 
James Watt is exploring the pos- 
sibility of using federal lands 
(public lands) to store toxic and 
hazardous waste produced by 
private industry. Watt has al- 
ready said that he would not 
object to drilling for a high-level 
nuclear waste dump in Utah’s 
Canyonlands National Park. 
Perhaps the Grand Canyon can 
be filled with old uranium mill 
tailings or Carlsbad Caverns 
stuffed with dioxin. And who 
would notice a few rusting and 
leaking 55-gallon drums scat- 
tered about in the Gates of the 
Arctic? 


CYPRESS MURDER 

Pro-development chainsaw 
vandals have murdered the 
world’s largest Santa Cruz Cyp- 
ress in Santa Cruz County, 
California. The massive tree, 
listed on the National Big Trees 
Register of the American For- 
estry Association, was 75 feet 
high with a 5% foot diameter 
trunk and a limb spread of 60 
feet. The great tree was on pri- 
vate land slated to be cleared for 
a vineyard and was cut down in 
late April after an effort had 
been made to encourage the 
Santa Cruz County Planning 
Department to save the tree. 
ANY INFORMATION ON THIS 
CRIMINAL ACT SHOULD BE 
SENT TO EARTH FIRST!. 

MACHINERY BURNED 

From the U.S. Forest Service 
Daily News Digest, June 13, 
1983: MACHINERY BURNED - 
Logging equipment valued at 
$82,000 has been destroyed by 
anti-herbicide protestors in 
Oregon, says the Oregonian. 
The equipment was burned on 
land owned by Starker Forest, 
Inc. The vandals left behind 
messages which read: “You 
spray, you pay.” and “You kill, 
we will.” 

ELEPHANT DANCE 

(Jakarta, June 24) - Accor- 
ding to the June 24 edition of a 
local evening newspaper, Shin- 
aru Harapan, a settlement in 
the southern part of Rampon 
Province, Sumatra, was set 
upon by a herd of elephants; 
over fifty dwellings and farm- 
land including coffee trees were 
completely destroyed. The two 
hundred inhabitants, only one 
of whom was injured, fled to a 
neighboring village. 

This area had originally been 
a forest, where the elephants 
lived a life apart from humans, 
and had plenty of fruit and such 
to eat. But in recent years, the 
trees have been cut down, roads 
built, and the area covered with 
the villages of settlers. The ele- 
phants were pushed into a near- 
by “protected area,” but this 
area is small and marsh-like 
with few trees, so the elephants 
left it and began to wander in 
search of food. 

The twenty or so elephants 
which attacked the settlement 
ran wild for several hours until 
late at night. It is said that they 
repeatedly ran over houses 
which had already been mashed 
flat, and also chased the fleeing 
residents. 
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FOREST SERVICE: 

ORGANIC FERTILIZERS 
CAUSED ABORTIONS, 
NOT 2,4-D 

Ray Wineman, the Forest Ser- 
vice’s California Regional 
Director of Timber Manage- 
ment, is out to make John Crow- 
ell look like a Sierra Clubber. 
Responding to protests that an 
unusually high number of mis- 
carriages in Northern California 
and Oregon may be due to Forest 
Service spraying of herbicides, 
Wineman was quoted in the Los 
Angeles Times as saying that 
the miscarriages are more like- 
ly due to the c: use of organic 
fertilizers and drinking goat’s 
milk than to spraying the Nat- 
ional F orests where the women 
lived with 2,4-D. 

The Forest Service in North- 1 
ern California is planning a 
massive herbicide spraying pro- 
gram to convert National For- 
ests into tree farms. Local resi- 
dents are vowing resistance — 
with no pledge to stay within 
the law or even remain non- 
violent. 



Let ‘on caT cheese... 
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HEXES & JINXES 

APPEARING ALL OVER 
THE WEST 

Mysterious signs and sym- 
bols have been appearing on 
billboards all across the West 
in the past year. Letters with 
strange squiggles and birdlike 
figures have been dotting the 
highways and biways from 
county roads to Interstates. 
Nothing further has been 
known about these mysterious 
symbols until the following ap- 
peared in the mailbox. 

Be on the lookout for these 
curious “ bird curses ’’and to the 
anonymous perpetrators, who- 
ever they may be, good luck and 
we hope they work. 




JIHX Old RWSR i>/>A 

<3 SMAUs pMJTcT 
aJm-Z. Bonanza, s.-eUrf- 
Id.R. bri/fe. 


by^-GreenEugle/ibJ 


1 


Page 10 EARTH FIRST! September 23, 1983 



EARTH FIRST! AND NON-VIOLENCE 


A DISCUSSION 


What is the role of non-violent direct action within 
the Earth First! movement? What is the role of Earth 
First! within the non-violent movement? Does the 
acceptance of monkeywrenching negate non-vio- 
lence? Are the Earth First! logos of the Green Fist 
and the Monkeywrench violent? Would an acceptance 
of philosophical non-violence weaken and compro- 
mise the militant stance of Earth First!? Important 
questions. A variety of Earth First !ers and others 
discuss them on the following 4 pages in this special 
section. We would welcome comments from our 
readers on this important issue. 


Perhaps the question I am 
most often asked by reporters 
is this: “How do you reconcile 
non-violent actions like the Kal- 
miopsis Blockade with your 
advocacy of ecotage?” My 
friend, Montana, asks the ques- 
tion from a different angle in 
this issue’s Letters to the Editor 
column. She asks, if our direc- 
tion is to become the path of 
Gandhi, where she fits into 
Earth First! since she just 
wouldn’t put up with being 
pushed by a bulldozer. 

Whem I am in a flippant mood, 

I quote Ralph Waldo Emerson: 
“Consistency is the hobgoblin 
of little minds.” But more than 
frivolity is required. It is in 
either form a fundamental ques- 
tion. I can only answer by saying 
Earth First! is not a monolith. 
There is not a central director- 
ate at its helm. There are many 
of us, with many styles, many 
abilities, many callings. We are 
united in a belief in Earth first. 
There are many tools in the pur- 
suit of that goal and many places 
within the broad movement 
that is called Earth First!. 
Among those tools and places 
(with considerable overlap) are: 
lifestyle, philosophy, traditional ' 
environmental activism, de- 
monstrations, guerrilla theater, 
non-violent direct action and 
ecotage. 

Some are called to experi- 
ment with lifestyles, to develop 
ways of living in the Earth as 
“plain citizens” instead of “Lord 
and Master.” How can we lower 
our demands on the life sup- 
port system of Mother Earth? 
How can we give plenty of 
room to the many other species 
sharing this planet with us? 
How can we re-inhabit the place 
in which we are? If human 
beings, particularily “civilized” 
human beings, are to continue 
to live on Earth, we must find a 
better way. 

Others are drawn to philos- 
ophy, to creating a new para- 
digm - one of Deep Ecology or 
biocentrism. An Earth-compa- 
tible lifestyle must be groun- 
ded on the solid bedrock of a 
worldview in harmony with 
ecological law. So must activ- 
ism to protect Earth. The intel- 


lectual dust of ages must be 
swept away to change attitudes 
of “multiply and subdue” and 
“God put these resources here 
for people to use.” Cartesian 
consciousness must be replaced 
with aboriginal consciousness. 

Many Earth First!ers work 
within the system to protect 
natural diversity but from a per- 
spective of Deep Ecology. They 
find their role in drawing up 
no-compromise wilderness 
boundaries, identifying lands 
that can be rehabilitated (roads 
closed, dams tom down, clear- 
cuts revegetated, extirpated 
wildlife reintroduced), testify- 
ing at hearings with intransi- 
gent stands, lobbying bureau- 
crats and politicians, educating 
the public and filing tough law- 
suits. They are fighting in the 
same arena as do the Sierra Club 
and Audubon Society but with- 
out accepting the rules of the 
game as devised by the indus- 
trial power brokers. This may 
be less glamorous than direct 
action but it is extremely im- 
portant. It was, after all, a law- 
suit that stopped the Bald 
Mountain Road. 

Many of us feel a need to take 
to the streets peacefully and 
legally - but passionately - to 
voice our opinions about those 
who would rape our Mother. 
Our Glen Canyon Funeral this 
May is a good example. Some 
would take this a step further 
into guerrilla theater as we did 
two years ago with our “Crack- 
ing of Glen Canyon Damn” or 
when Tiny Logsden in Albu- 
querque smashed up the oil rig 
of “Earth Last!” Such demon- 
strations and stunts can gather 
much-needed media exposure. 
(Music and humor are critical 
elements of this approach.) 

There are an increasing num- 
ber of cases, however, where 
legal methods - no matter how 
militant - fail and the only 
recourse to protect wild coun- 
try is to go beyond the narrow 
confines of what is “legal.” It 
becomes time to place our bod- 
ies between the machine and 
the wilderness. To do this, we 
must be deliberate, we must be 
prepared, we must be fully com- 



mitted to act non-violently. To 
engage in non-violent direct 
action, we are going beyond the 
laws of the state. We may be 
arrested. We may be fined. We 
may be jailed. We may be phys- 
ically assaulted, even injured. 
But besides the courage re- 
quired to face such threats, we 
must also be fully prepared to 
remain non-violent no matter 
what the situation. Non-vio- 
lence under these conditions 
means not to even verbally 
assail those to whom we may 
be in “opposition.” We must 
remain calm and peaceful even 
in life-threatening situations. 
Why? When we enter into a 
non-violent action, after great 
deliberation, we have made a 
public commitment. To break 
that bond will destroy the moral 
force which is the strength of 
ahimsa. It will ruin our future 
credibility. Moreover, it will en- 
danger others who are engaged 
in the action with us at the time 
or who may engage in such 
actions in the future. 

I am not by nature a pacifist. 
Indeed, I have ethical objections 
to an all-pervasive philosoph- 
ical pacifism. But I am fully 
convinced through direct ex- 
perience of the power of non- 
violence. I am impressed by the 
strength one gains by such 
action. I am impressed with the 
effect such action has on the 
general public, the media and 
one’s “opponents.” Nonetheless, 
non-violent action is most defin- 
itely not for everyone. Go 
through a non-violence prep- 
aration. You should be able to 
judge yourself afterwards. (I 
recommend a NVP even for 
those who do not plan to par- 
ticipate in such actions because 


they will better understand NV 
actions and will become more 
deliberate in other things as 
well.) If you cannot make a full 
commitment to non-violence for 
the specific action, if you have 
any doubt, then do not do it. 

There are many good reasons 
not to engage in a blockade or 
other NV action. For personal 
or business reasons you may 
not be able to be arrested. You 
can still help as a support per- 
son, though, if you wish. Your 
personality may not be right for 
such action. You may have 
philosophical or practical 
doubts about non-violence. You 
may just not want to do it. Fine. 
There are many other roles - 
just as important - in defense 
of Mother Earth. It is heroic, 
yes, to put yourself between a 
bulldozer and the wilderness. 
But it is not at all cowardly not 
to. Do not feel pushed into 
blockading. Do it only if it is 
right for you and if you are fully 
prepared to face the conse- 
quences. 

Non-violent direct action is 
expensive in many ways (see 
the articles by Australians 
Trudgen and Russell in this sec- 
tion). We cannot do it every- 
where natural diversity is 
threatened by the rough indus- 
trial monster. In many cases it 
is not applicable or practical. 
There is another step beyond 
NV direct action. This is mon- 
keywrenching (or ecotage). I 
consider monkeywrenching to 
be non-violent since it is not 
aimed at harming any life. It is 
directed only towards machines 
in self-defense of Earth. Mon- 
keywrenching is also a very 
deliberate action. It should not 
be undertaken lightly or with- 


out deep consideration. But it 
can be very inexpensive and 
effective. Earth First! does not 
and cannot officially endorse 
such action. It is a personal deci- 
sion. But it can save the wild 
when other methods fail. Con- 
sider, for example, the impact 
of several hundred people 
throughout the United States 
spiking trees or vehicle trails in 
threatened wild lands. That 
alone could effectively protect 
millions of acres of Forest Ser- 
vice and BLM roadless lands 
from logging, ORVs, and min- 
eral and energy exploration and 
development much as the tsetse 
fly protects millions of acres of 
wildlife-rich wild lands in Africa 
from humans and their ravag- 
ing cattle. 

Non-violent direct action and 
monkeywrenching are like milk 
and beer. They are very good 
individually but godawful when 
mixed. When a NV action is 
taken in defense of wilderness, 
we must strongly discourage 
any kind of ecotage. The slight- 
est monkeywreching will 
muddy the water, fog the air 
and destroy the whole thrust of 
ahimsa. It also may lead to 
those acting non-violently being 
physically assaulted or blamed 
for the monkeywnenching.If the 
monkeywrench is your tool, 
stay away from blockades! 
There are many other issues 
and places where you can prac- 
tice your very important, coura- 
geous and effective art. 

I see all of these as tools in a 
tool box. You don’t drive nails 
with a screwdriver, you don’t 
tighten nuts with a hammer. 
Use the right tool for the job. 
Find the role which you best fit 
for a particular time and place. 

~DF 
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On violence 

Violence is as American as 
motherhood, apple pie, base- 
ball, gas guzzlers, TV game 
shows, wilderness and the fad- 
ing ideal of individual liberty. 
In various forms, it is used by 
the federal government and its 
sister energy, mining and tim- 
ber corporations in a fanatical 
campaign to destroy the remain- 
ing American Wilderness. 

Violent — characterized 
by extreme force: mark- 
ed by abnormally sud- 
den physical activity 
and intensity; produced 
or effected by force; fur- 
ious or vehement to the 
point of being improper, 
unjust or illegal. 

(Webster’s) 

History should teach us that 
nearly every major socio-politi- 
cal change has required some 
degree of violence. From resist- 
ance to Communist repression 
in Poland and Afghanistan to 
the American Revolution, from 
the civil rights to the anti-war 
movements, various forms of 
violence have been important 
instruments of social change. I 
suspect that violence will soon 
become inevitable if we are to 
succeed in building an effective 
RADICAL environmental 
movement and in preserving, 
maintaining and re-creating 
REAL wilderness. 

Understand, however, that I 
am not advocating — except in 
self-defense — violent acts to- 
wards human beings or even 
violent acts of ecological sabo- 
tage (Earth First! cannot and 
does not advocate or engage in 
ecotage). I am merely stating a 
belief, even a hope, that pretty 
soon, the shit is going to hit the 
corporate fan: Americans will 
be hearing more about explod- 
ing bulldozers, smashed heli- 
copters, sabotaged power 
plants, spiked roads and trees, 
and people generally getting 
downright militant in defense 
of their rights and in defense 
of all living and non-living com- 
ponents of the biosphere. 

I have a great deal of admira- 
tion for my brave brothers and 
sisters in the Kalmiopsis. These 
dedicated Earth defenders have 
put their lives on the line for 
their belief that non-violent civil 
disobedience can save wilder- 
ness. They have withstood vio- 
lence directed upon their bod- 
ies, political and verbal abuse, 
and they have remained stead- 
fast in their actions and beliefs 
while watching the Industrial 
Monster wage an unmitigated 
and violent war upon the most 
beautiful and diverse conifer- 
ous forest ecosystem on Earth. 
Through it all, they have main- 
tained their commitment to re- 
main non-violent; to shun the 
tactics of the enemy. Their cour- 
age should be an inspiration to 
us all. 

Earth First! is using non- 
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by Hovue Wolke 

violence as a tactic in the Kal- 
miopsis. It is very important to 
distinguish between tactical 
and philosophical non-violence. 
A philosophical commitment to 
total non-violence, under all cir- 
cumstances, would, in my 
opinion, be both unrealistic and 
unnatural. The most basic 
human animal instinct is to fight 
back when under attack or 
when members of your tribe 
are under attack. My hat is off 
to those brave individuals who 
have remained non-violent un- 
der some very trying circum- 
stances. 

Our experiment with non- 
violence in the Kalmiopsis 
should be just that: a coura- 
geous experiment bom of a 
noble and selfless ideal. How- 
ever, its success can only be 
measured in its effectiveness in 
stopping the Bald Mountain log- 
ging road. A secondary mea- 
surement of success might be 
the blockade’s contribution to 
wilderness preservation efforts 
elsewhere. But that is difficult 
to measure. Save the Kalmiop- 
sis! That is the bottom line. 

What happens if it becomes 
apparent that something more 
is needed to stop the Bald Moun- 
tain atrocity? Or the Little Gran- 
ite oil rig? Or a thousand other 
threats to wilderness? At what 
point do we stop being peace- 
fully carted off to the slammer 
while the rape goes on? When 
do we begin to fight fire with 
fire? Should Earth Firstfs role 
formally end with non-violent 
civil disobedience? 

These are difficult questions 
to which there are no easy an- 
swers. Each situation, each 
socio-political set of circum- 
stances will require its own set 
of tactics, its own defined 
“breaking point.” And each 
individual must decide where 
he/ she best fits in and can be 
most effective. To some of us, 
the very idea of not physically 
resisting a violent assault is a 
prostitution of personal beliefs. 

The Kalmiopsis blockade, Lit- 
tle Granite Creek, the Salt Creek 
Wilderness - all have received 
a lot of publicity. But there are 
a thousand Bald Mountains and 
Little Granites that remain un- 
known to most that aren’t being 
defended because the environ- 
mental movement has either 
given up or has never tried. We 
will never have the resources 
or the numbers to defend all of 
these wild places from the on- 
slaught of mad technology. But 
the bastard culprits must be 
made to pay a heavy price. 

We need to build Earth First! 
into an effective grassroots 
movement wherever there is 
wild country threatened. In 
addition to some of the more 
conventional tactics in support 
of our radical proposals, we 
must continue to carry out non- 
violent direct action in an in- 
creasing number of wild places 
under seige. But we also need 
those individuals on the dark 
and shadowy fringes of society 



Dear Dave, 

“I’d rather be a hammer than 
a nail.” 

Well, after reading the Litha 
issue of EF! I am so compelled 
to write that I am almost shak- 
ing. While reading it, I have shed 
tears of frustration, anger, hap- 
piness, pride and other emotions 
I’m not sure I can describe. 

I have done a lot of thinking 
about standing in front of bull- 
dozers and such. And I seri- 
ously doubt that I could be non- 
violent in such a situation. I 
guess I am a level-headed per- 
son, but I am also proud (too 
proud?) and don’t think I could 
let anyone smash me up and 
not come back with something. 
When it comes down to it, in a 
life and death situation, my 
instinct is to kill, rather than be 
killed. Isn’t yours the same? 

Please understand, I am not 
advocating murder! Or killing, 
or hurting. But I do have a hard 
time accepting violence against 
myself (or the earth). Even 
ssssos though I see the reason for non- 
'y. violence action — I understand 
) it and its principles. Yet ... 

' Maybe I’m just chicken shit? 

But this goes beyond being 
brave or not. I definitely feel I 
will lay my life on the line ./or 
the earth. I don’t feel my life is 
anything when it comes to de- 
fending the earth. But to do this 
without a fight? That’s where I 
have trouble. 

In all this, I am trying to find a 
spot in EF!. Someone in the last 
issue explained it well. They 
said that each person in a group 
has to know where the others 
stand. Of course, we are all 
dedicated. But who will take 
what action ? 1 like to take action. 
I am sick of people who say, 
“Yeah, man. far out," and do 
nothing. But, in a bulldozer ver- 
sus people situation, I would 
(probably) not stick to EF! tac- 
tics. So perhaps road blocks are 
not for me??? I do not want in 
any way to hinder EF! or go 
against its principles (in the 
name of EF!). 

I have always been aggres- 
sive and outspoken, and these 
traits have not always been ben- 
eficial. But damn, I disdain the 
lack of them at times, too. Our 
love and friendship are with you 
at all times. 

May you soar on eagles wings, 
Across a clear sky, 

As the wind, 

Over the mountains 

- Montana 


to be out there day or night, 
obstructing, resisting and inca- 
pacitating the tools of devasta- 
tion. The greedhead destroyers 
of life believe and act on the 
supposition that'their end jus- 
tifies their means. In defense of 
wilderness, freedom and diver- 
sity of life, we must use every 
available tool and tactic: intel- 
lectual, political, legal, illegal, 
passive and — when necessary 
— “violent.” In the end, we will 
either have won or gone down 
fighting with dignity and self- 
respect. 


I’d Rather Be 
a Hammer 
Than a Nail” 


Montana 


EARTH FIRST! - VIOLENCE 
OR NON-VIOLENCE? 

I give thanks for the existence 
of Earth First! Your courage and 
imagination speak directly to 
the hearts of those who still 
care about life in this cynical, 
materialistic age. But, like any 
fledgling non-organization, 
Earth First! is going through 
some philosophical growing 
pains and I’d like to share some 
thoughts that have been brew- 
ing since the Kalmiopsis Block- 
ade. 

The conflict between violent 
and non-violent attitudes with- 
in EF! is a powderkeg with a 
short fuse. Although my per- 
sonal philosophy is one of non- 
violence, I don’t claim to have a 
lock on truth. There are situat- 
ions where violent resistance is 
the only viable approach. I just 
don’t happen to believe that 
that’s where we are now. 

The issue, however, is one of 
choosing an approach and fol- 
lowing it, both in words and 
actions. Non-violence, to be ef- 
fective, must be an attitude that 
is expressed in our lives every 
day. To see it as a tactic that 
can be used whenever it’s con- 
venient is to invite trouble. 

When we engage in civil dis- 
obedience, the actions of the 
people we face are influenced 
by their perceptions of us. Right 
now, EF! is seen as both Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde: peaceful 
protestors acting out of moral 
imperatives by day, wild-eyed 
revolutionaries wielding sticks 
of TNT by might. And we’re 
encouraging both perceptions. 
I’m convinced this, conflict in 
our attitudes contributed to 
Diana Warren nearly getting 
killed last May. 

When we label ourselves as 


“militant” or “radical” we ac- 
complish nothing — except to 
establish ourselves in the mass 
mind of the American Con- 
sumer. And by tacit advocacy 
of violence, as in the Dear Ned 
Ludd column, we put ourselves 
in a shaky position. That is, 
when sabotage occurs during a 
non-violent blockade, we deny 
responsiblity for what we en- 
courage. The truth of our mes- 
sage is our greatest weapon, and 
if we’re going to advocate some- 
thing, we’ve got to back our 
words all the way. To do less is 
to compromise our integrity and 
in the end that’s all we have. 

When you’re standing in front 
of a bulldozer, you have to be 
absolutely clear about what 
you’re doing. We have to make 
a choice: monkeywrenchers or 
peaceful protestors. If we don’t, 
people will get killed for no good 
reason. 

I don’t intend for this to sound 
harsh or overly critical. I’m with 
Earth First! all the way and I’m 
sure that the varying view-j 
points within EF! can be recon-* 
died in a way that will make us 
all stronger. Each of us has a 
little piece of the truth and if 
we’re all willing to listen, maybe 
we can put it all together. 

— Peter Swanson 
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PEACE OF MIND 
AND LOWERING DAMS 


The following essay was sent 
anonymously to ecologist Reed 
Noss in Ohio. I've published a 
shortened version of it with 
Reed’s reply because it seems to 
touch on the discussion of the 
“ style ” of Earth Firstl’s practice 
of non-violent direct action as 
well as on monkey wrenching. 

- DF 

Among the Classical Chinese 
there were three groups having 
intellectual influence: Moists, 
Confucians and Taoists. The 
Moists believed only in more 
solutions: for them everything 
got better when everything 
grew. 

At the center of ancient China 
stood the temple of Chou. This 
temple was used for harvest 
ceremonials. A peculiar bronze 
votive-vessel, the chieh chih 
chi, stood in this temple and 
every harvest season this jar 
would be filled to the brim with 
the grain of the harvest and 
meticulous ceremonies would 
be conducted. It was feared that 
if at any time there was any sort 
of deviation from the proper ri- 
tuals handed down by the an- 
cestors, heaven and earth 
would get out of balance and 
the next harvest would fail and 
there would be famine across 
the central kingdom. 

One year, in the middle of the 
exacting ceremonies, in the 
midst of all the priests and nob- 
les, there was a fearsome 
message from heaven. The giant 
bronze jar, top heavy, unbalan- 
ced, full of the fruit of the 
harvest, suddenly tipped over 
with a great clatter in the still- 
ness and spilled its contents 
across the polished tiles, spill- 
ed its contents over the 
meticulously-embroidered slip- 
pers of the notables. 

It is unknown how the Moists 
think this problem was solved 
because their belief that limits 
exist merely to be defied was 
considered too ridiculous. The 
Confucians claimed that a prop- 
er solution was found by con- 
tinuing to fill the jar while post- 
ing a priest next to it to hold it 
upright. The Taoists claimed 
that the solution was to refuse 
to overfill the vessel. 

Y ou can see what was at stake 
here. Both the Confucians and 
the Taoists were reacting to the 
dangerous excesses of the 
Moists and to their lust for the 
ever-expanding solution. The 
Confucians, undeluded by 
dreams of perpetual expansion- 
ism, unimpressed by the claim 
that problems can be solved by 
making them bigger, yet be- 
lieved that life is best at its 
fullest. They believed that the 
proper role for the Confucian 
scholar/bureaucrat was to dis- 
play personal merit by standing 
alongside the full vessel holding 
it upright at its fullest. They 
were ready to risk another tip- 
ping, another catastrophe, in 
order to have this plenitude and 
in order to have this ascen- 
dancy. Butthe Taoists disagreed 
both with the insatiable Moists 
and with the careerist Confu- 
cians. “You are deluded,” they 
insisted, “life is best at its 
extremities.” They insisted that 
to prevent catastrophe it would 
be necessary to control the con- 
tents of the great bronze vessel, 
and ensure not only that it never 
got empty but also that it never 
got full. Adhere to proper limit 


and there is no need for anyone 
to hold anything upright. 

America is full of these Con- 
fucian bureaucrat/ scholars, all 
trying their best to demon- 
strate their personal excellence 
by holding over-full and top- 
heavy jars upright so they can 
remain over- full and top-heavy. 
The established in the govern- 
ment sector (such as our friends 
in the U.S. Forest Service) are 
struggling to hold the jars. The 
established in the private sec- 
tor (such as our friends in the 
Sierra Club) are struggling to 
hold the jars. What I sense is 
that Earth First! has over- 
reacted: we are trying to tip over 
the jars. This has tainted our 
hearts, because insofar as we 
are in opposition to these estab- 
lishment types, we have defined 
ourselves in terms of their con- 
ceptual categories when we 
should have been discovering 
ourselves as we are in the world 
as it is. There is no need for us 
to struggle to tip over any of the 
jars they are struggling to hold 
upright, for two reasons: 

1. ) ajar will tip soon enough, 
suddenly spilling the precious 
grain of the human harvest 
across the polished tiles of this 
temple we inhabit, and 

2. ) it is not appropriate for us 
to be struggling. 

No, struggling to accomplish 
something is not the way to live 
and struggling to destroy some- 
thing is not the way to live. Did 
you hear about the farmer who 
was impatient with the slow 
growth of cabbage seedlings 
and began to tug at the stems 
every morning to make them 
come up faster? Perhaps the 
reason why many dams are 
being raised, and none are being 
lowered, has to do with our 
efforting to lower them. Perhaps 
if we stop efforting for forty days 
and forty nights, the waters of 
this flood will recede. (I’m not 
suggesting we give up, but the 
opposite.) 

Granted, before one can talk 
to a dam one must get its atten- 
tion, and granted, one can get a 
dam’s attention only by offer- 
ing it a prize package of Alfred 
Bernhard Nobel’s best. But the 
bearer of such a gift must be as 
pure in heart as the virgin who 
pets a unicorn, else the dyna- 
mite does not detonate and the 
dam does not disappear. 

Let us rectify our hearts by 
removing this dichotomy be- 
tween creation and destruction, 
so we will no longer define our- 
selves ineffectually in 
opposition. 

Let us abandon all hope for 
the future lest we do as much 
present viciousness arid viola 
tion as those whose religion is 
the future. Let us act with bal- 
anced hearts, knowing that in a 
world of balanced hearts all 
things are in balance and that 
in a world in which all things 
are in balance, as many dams 
lower themselves to the earth 
as raise themselves to the skies. 

These days the minimum 
standards are hard: one can 
only be a fit warrior by aban- 
doning all desire to be extreme. 
Light the fuse, but don’t try to 
force dynamite to go off. Let 
dams lower themselves. Allow 
the waters of this flood to recede, 
if they recede, not by our will 
but by the Will of Heaven. 


A TAOIST REPLY 

by Reed Noss 


I don’t believe the heart of 
the Earth First! movement - 
the ecological resistance em- 
bodiment of Deep Ecology - 
wants to tip over the jars. I think 
we just want to splash a little of 
the excess, to bring the level 
down to proper limits. And, 
admittedly, we might want to 
benignly splash a few people in 
the face, hoping they will wake 
up to see the folly of fullness. 
But I honestly believe this 
splashing is, for most of us, wu 
wei — a natural and sponta- 
neous reaction to the excesses 
of our culture, not a struggling 
and striving for some future 
glory. It may be utopian, but 
the utopia is here, now, within 
us and around us and only 
needs to be released from 
bondage. 


I have heard it said that a 
wise man can find wilderness 
in a courtyard garden, can see a 
grizzly bear in a hothouse 
flower. Perhaps. Perhaps an 
enlightened woman or man can 
find such natural peace, such 
wildness in the mundane, such 
gladness in an artificial world. 
Such an ability is doubtless 
healthy. It allows one to rise 
above the tawdry mess of civil- 
ization, to find unity with nature 
even when that natural unity 
has been destroyed. It brings 
peace, contentment and seren- 
ity. It prevents ulcers and high 
blood pressure. 

But what does it do for the 
wilderness? What does it do for 
the grizzly? 

Where is the real world? What 
is reality? Is it within ourselves? 
In our minds, our conscious- 
nesses? Is reality only what we 
perceive? Are our minds para- 
mount? Or is reality apart from 
our heads? Is the real world out 
there? Independent, autono- 
mous, sovereign? Not ruled by 
human awareness? Is the griz- 
zly in our heads or is she out 
there in the Big Outside - root- 
ing, snuffling, roaming, living, 
perceiving on her own? Is 
wilderness merely our attitude 
toward it or is it greater, far 
greater, than ourselves and our 
perceptions of it? Do we create 
reality or does reality create 
us? Is it “I think, therefore I 
am” or “I am, therefore I 
think”? 

Important distinctions. And I 
fear that too many of us who 
seek after wisdom and enligh- 
tenment fail to see that the 
external reality of the Redwood 
is far more important than our 
enlightened attitude towards it, 
that the wilderness is greater 
than we and thereby greater 
than our illuminated view of it. 

Some time ago, as I recall, 
someone wrote in to Earth First! 
criticizing the Dear Ned Ludd 
column on the grounds that sec- 
ret monkeywrenching was not 
uplifting. That if one destroys 
destructive machinery one 


“Splash a little of the excess” 


As for the ranting and raving, 
guerrilla theater and other 
antics of EF!, I see a parallel in 
the humorous impulsiveness of 
the Seven Sages of the Bamboo 
Grove, lyrical Taoists who prac- 
ticed feng liu (“wandering from 
convention”). You can raise hell 
and still have peace of mind. 
Nonhumans do it. Have you 
ever seen a band of chimpan- 
zees or howler monkeys, or a 
flock of macaws? How about a 
tornado? 

As I pointed out in my letter 
to Hargrove in Environmental 
Ethics, ecological resistance 
(including sabotage) is to the 
ecocentric an extended form of 
self-defense: regrettable but 


should do it in the open in some 
kind of holy manner. Poppy- 
cock! Here the confusion is made 
complete. The results of pro- 
tecting the Earth are not impor- 
tant, it is the enlightenment or 
the uplifting from it which 
count. What arrogant religios- 
ity! What a mad delusion to 
think that one’s pretentious 
mental gyrations are more im- 
portant than the reality of actu- 
ally protecting a 2,000-year-old 
Redwood or a 1 ,000-pound griz- 
zly or an unpeopled wilderness 
that is a nation unto itself! 

I fear that those who argue 
for the process of action rather 
than the results are corrupted 
by a delusion of an afterlife. 
Christian, Buddhist, pagan, 
whatever - those suffering from 
the arrogance of enlightenment 
evidently see Earth as merely a 
way station in the eternal pro- 
gress of their soul, that they in 
this life are what is important 
and not the Earth. But if you 
want heaven - it is here. Walk 
through an aspen grove on a 
bright autumn day. The gold in 
that light is more real than in 
the streets beyond the Pearly 
Gates. If you seek total union 
with the cosmos, float a river, 
drift into rivertime, let the rich 
red of the San Juan or the crys- 
tal of the Salmon make you part 
of All. If it’s Valhalla you desire, 
stand with your bold friends 
before a bulldozer and then eat, 
drink and make merry with 
them in victory celebration after- 
wards! And reincarnation — yes, 
that, too. Your atoms are of the 
everlasting rocks, will become 
buzzard, weasel, dungbeetle, 
worm and on for eternity after 
your simple brain sleeps. 
Heaven, Nirvana, Valhalla, ever? 
lasting life - it’s here and now. 
It’s in the real world, the world 
in which we find ourselves at 
this moment. We need nothing 
more than this paradise in 
which we were born. 

B. Traven wrote “This is the 
real world, muchachos, and you 
are in it.” How true. The world 
exists independently of us. 


necessary. There were Taoist 
warriors but they fought no 
wars of conquest. Their attitude 
was not bloodthirsty and des- 
tructive - they simply did what 
was necessary to defend their 
home. Regret legitimatizes the 
use of force in this case. As a 
long-time practicioner of Taoist 
yoga, tai chi ch’an and Okin- 
awan karate, I do believe this 
Bushido, this gentle “way of the 
warrior,” can be cultivated in 
deep ecologists, and the appar- 
ent conflict between activism 
and passive non-involvement 
resolved in wu wei. 

One more point: would you 
really like a world, right now, 
where as many dams lower 
themselves to the earth as raise 
themselves to the sky? Don’t 
you think some purification, i.e., 
removal of dams, is necessary 
before we settle for such a bal- 
ance? Maybe that’s the environ- 
mental imperative now: purify 
first, shift to a natural steady 
state, then sit back and peace- 
fully watch. 



When a tree falls in the forest 
and no man is there to hear it, it 
still falls, the shock waves still 
echo from one cliff to another, 
the bears and the birds still 
hear, and life goes on. Only an 
arrogant fool could think other- 
wise. We can sit in perfect peace 
and contemplation in our mani- 
cured gardens but if there are 
no grizzlies in the Big Outside, 
there can be no grizzlies in our 
flowers. And if, after the last 
Redwood is cut, we are able to 
say, “Ah, but I had an enligh- 
tened appreciation for the es- 
sence of Redwoodness,” then 
our words will be the sound of 
one hand clapping. If we dis- 
courage others from acting with 
boldness in defense of the wil- 
derness because their hearts 
are not yet pure enough, then 
we become Quislings to life. 

Do not misunderstand my 
words. I seek after wisdom arid 
enlightenment, too. I go alone 
into the wilderness in quest of 
visions. I sit in high windy places 
and listen to the powers of the 
Earth. But I do not delude my- 
self with my own self-impor- 
tance. I do not for a moment 
pretend that I am any more than 
an insignificant speck in this 
rich, voluptuous, living Earth. I 
do not puff myself up so that I 
enthrone reality within my 
skullbox. It is out there. In the 
Big Outside. And my action in 
defense of it - raw, rank, brawl- 
ing, and boorish as I may be - is 
vastly more important than all 
the enlightenment with which 
I can swell my head in the in- 
stant in which my conscious- 
ness exists. 


CAT TRACKS 

by Chim Blea 

THE ARROGANCE OF ENLIGHTENMENT 
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NON-VIOLENCE IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


PAPER ON DIRECT ACTION 

by Rupert Russell 


by Malcolm Trudgen 
Abstract: 

Non-violent direct action 
(NVDA) is accepted as an appro- 
priate technique for use by 
forest activists, but caution is 
advised in its use. Problems 
involved, including stress, burn- 
out and size of undertaking are 
commented upon. Some views 
on Western Australian exper- 
ience are given. 

(1) Acceptable Technique? 

In situations where those 
with power (governments, gov- 
ernment departments) use it in 
the face of public opinion, non- 
violent direct action is justified. 
It is then a peaceful response to 
what is arguably a moral and 
psychological violence; the des- 
truction of heritage and birth- 
right. 

(2) Why Use It? 

(a) To demonstrate degree of 
concern held by those involved. 

(b) To focus attention on the 
issues and areas involved. 

(3) Problems 

(a) These can be large ven- 
tures, e.g., occupations of 
refinery sites, which require 
large inputs of time and energy. 
Thus they can require substan- 
tial organizations to run them if 
other important parts of a cam- 
paign are not be be neglected. 


(b) Stress — getting large 
numbers of people organized, 
in agreement on action and tac- 
tics can be stressful. Added to 
this is the stress from the con- 
frontation situation. This can 
lead to the burn-out of people 
involved. 

(c) Expectation — if non- 
violent direct action is used as 
a last-ditch make-it-or-break-it 
technique then there is a ten- 
dency for many people to be- 
lieve that it is time to give up 
when non-violent direct action 
does not produce a desired 
breakthrough. In the context of 
forest conservation activism, 
NVDA should be seen as another 
tool. Preferably the next major 
activity will have been planned 
so that people do not “deflate” 
after an NVDA event and not 
know where to put their 
energies. 

(d) The Other Side - These 
hopeless idealists, who believe 
that they can forever go on 
destroying nature without pay- 
ing the price, will attempt to 
make life difficult. To counter 
this, it is necessary to have your 
arguments well-prepared and 
effective spokespeople to pre- 
sent them. 

Western Australia 
Experience 

Two groups of occupiers 


assisted by support groups and 
rallies occupied Alcoa’s Wag- 
erup refinefy Site (first group 
12, second 23). After the first, 
occupation charges were dis- 
missed due to ineffective pros- 
ecution. After the second occu- 
pation, $20 fines were imposed. 
A subsequent appeal was won. 
In response, the government 
closed the loop holes with spe- 
cial legislation and substantially 
increased the maximum penal- 
ties (from $1500 and/or 18 
months imprisonment to $5000 
and/or 18 months). This, coup- 
led with energy burn-out, pre- 
vented a third occupation from 
being held. The occupations 
were very effective in focusing 
public attention on bauxite 
mining in the Darling Range, 
and I believe, feared by our 
opponents. When the second 
group was arrested, in front of 
TV cameras, we were calm and 
the police literally trembling. 
In the face of an exceedingly 
resolute government it would 
appear many people believed 
that we had done all we could, 
and failed. Some people have 
associated the failure to pre- 
vent the expansion of bauxite 
mining in the Darling Range 
with the use of NVDA. I do not 
believe that this is so. We were 
simply overpowered and need 
the resolve to keep going. 


The term Direct Action (DA) 
is here used to refer to non- 
violent physical opposition to a 
proposal or activity. DA can be 
used as a tool to 1 : display grief, 
anger or defiance; 2: publicise a 
situation, if secrecy is advanta- 
geous to the opponent; 3: hinder, 
delay, control or stop the actions 
of an opponent; 4: force the 
opponent into communication 
and negotiation by displaying 
the ability to cause economic 
and social harassment by DA. 

The fourth item in the list is 
perhaps the most constructive 
result which can issue from DA. 
As an advocate of DA in situa- 
tions where a demonstration of 
resolve may be of value, I offer 
some thoughts on what proced- 
ures may lead to best success 
for DA by an individual or group: 

As soon as the activist/s real- 
ise that DA may become neces- 
sary several steps to pre-set the 
stage become advisable in order 
to establish that DA has been 
resorted to “only when” other 
more usual methods were frus- 
trated. Thus written requests, 
petitions, delegations, are all 
useful pre-DA moves. 

Activists who take the stage 
must be seen to be 

1: undergoing some hardship 
to press their case. As I saw 
repeatedly in India, a very sim- 
ple procedure, often by a single 
person, was to just sit down in 
some exposed spot such as the 
stairway to an office or the front 
garden of an opponent, and re- 
main thus, on view, importun- 
ate, until the activist’s request 
is met with a favourable 
response. 

2: motivated by some altru- 
ism rather than narrow self- 
interest or monetary greed. 
Thus, action to protect a nat- 
ural feature has a higher 
“altruism factor” than action by 
a tenant resisting eviction from 
a building due for demolition, 
or a grazier seeking higher com- 
pensation for drought stricken 
stock. 

DA must be planned in secret 
to the last moment, and then 
launched with as much public- 
ity as possible. Secrecy is ne- 
cessary because (a) surprise 
always carries advantages, (b) 
advance publicity can bring har- 
assment to “ring-leaders,” e.g., 
police raids on “planted” drugs, 

(c) advance publicity allows the 
opponent to organise opposi- 
tion, overtly, by promulgating a 
“ state of emergency” or passing 
new laws, or covertly by induc- 
ing opposition groups to stage 
counter-demonstrations or a 
fracas. Good publicity at the 
very last minute alerts poten- 
tial supporters who had not 
previously declared them- 
selves, alerts the police to their 
task of keeping the peace, and 
alerts the media to possible 
news. 

For maximum impact the 
strongest sustainable action 
should be put into operation 
from the outset. Thus a total 
blockade of office or road from 
the outset will function better 
than a partial blockade with talk 
of more to come. The reason for 
this view is that half-measures 
allow the opponent time to anti- 
cipate the next step, and pre- 
pare a counter. Sustainable 
actions, are those which will not 


quickly exhaust the activist 
forcing an abandonment of 
effort prematurely. Emergency 
measures to reinforce the im- 
pact of DA may be planned as a 
reserve if the opponent appears 
to be successfully ignoring or 
thwarting the D.A. 

Thus a hunger strike in which 
solid foods are refused can be 
added to a blockade, or a sit-in 
within an office can be substi- 
tuted for a blockade of the 
entrance. 

Because the most intense sus- 
tainable action should be 
launched from the outset, the 
likely results should be made 
clear to all potential activists, 
so that supporters can decide 
at what level they can partic- 
ipate. Full use of all levels of 
support should be made so that 
those who cannot expose them- 
selves in the maximum effort 
can nevertheless hand out leaf- 
lets, hold up banners, conduct 
street polls, ring up media and 
politicians, write letters, all of 
which is as important as “lying 
on the road,” once DA starts, 
for activists will feel the need 
for support. 

A clear statement of aims 
must be presented to the oppon- 
ent, and any other enquirer, 
with no indication of how many 
aims must be met before DA 
might be terminated. Offers of 
compromise, negotiations, etc., 
must all come from the 
opponent. 

Difficulties with DA are: 

1. The cost to the activist: 
time off from work, loss of leave 
or income, threat of loss of job; 
risk of physical injury. 

2. Exhaustion of resources, 
without success, necessitating 
disengagement while trying to 
avoid the appearance of being 
defeated. This difficulty can 
best be avoided by a pre- 
planned escalation of action, to 
force either negotiation or 
break-up of the DA by police. 

3. Non-violent DA works best 
against a principled opponent 
under observation by neutral 
onlookers. If the opponent is 
callous or predatory then only 
rigorous economic threat will 
convert his plans. Opponents 
of totally differing culture or 
politics or religion are not satis- 
factory targets for non-violent 
DA. 

Direct action requires that 
the activist takes the role of 
altruistic and tenacious suppli- 
cant who assumes that the op- 
ponent is basically humane and 
desirous of being fair, and will 
be reasonable once the activ- 
ist’s viewpoint is fully under- 
stood. 

Activists must take care that 
the image created during DA, 
and which lingers in the oppon- 
ent’s and the onlooker’s mem- 
ory after the stage is vacated is 
one of well-informed, resolute, 
even likeable idealists with real- 
istic alternatives to offer. 

One of the major benefits of 
particpation in non-violent 
direct physical opposition to a 
plan or activity is that, unfor- 
tunately, it is very likely that 
there will be future occasions 
when “direct action” will again 
be necessary. 

from Australian Conservation 
Foundation 


Non-violent Direct Action works best 
against a principled opponent under 
observation by neutral onlookers. If 
the opponent is callous or predatory, 
then only rigorous economic threat 
will convert his plans. 



80-year-old Quaker lady being arrested at Franklin River Blockade in Australia 
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It is me again - the head of 
Joaquim. I must tell you, my 
friends, sometimes I miss the 
rest of me. My eyes fill with 
envy when I see others filling 
their stomachs with green chile 
burritos and dos equis beer. And 
what good is it that my nose 
gets large when a beautiful 
woman walks by? 

But let me tell you something 
else. Because I have no body, 
you think perhaps that I have 
no heart. Right? You are wrong, 
amigos. The heart is a state of 
mind, not a physical condition. 
I see these narrowminded fools 
ravaging my slickrock with dol- 
lar signs in their eyes and greed 
in their so-called “hearts” and I 
am the heartbroken one. But I 
have no heart, so perhaps I am 
“headbroken.” I do not know. 
Let me tell you what is happen- 
ing ... 


GLEN CANYON DAMN 
IS FALLING DOWN, 
FALLING DOWN 

Glen Canyon Damn still 
stands ... but for how long? As 
you all know by now, the Color- 
ado River was “out of control” 
this summer. With flows way 
over 100,000 CFS (cubic feet 
per second) roaring into the foul 
reservoir, Bu Wreck had to open 
its spillways (for the very first 
time) to keep the raging waters 
from going over the top of the 
dam and/or flooding out Del 
Webb’s Wahweap Lodge & Mar- 
ina and submerging their 37 
million dollars worth of new 
asphalt that James Watt consec- 
rated last spring. 

When the spillways began 
breaking up, a very nervous 
Tom Gamble, BuWreck Mgr. at 
the Dam, frantically considered 
the possibilities of averting (to 
him) disaster. This included 
blasting channels out of the 
Navajo sandstone around the 
dam to draw off the overflow. 
One of my spies (G.W. Hay- 
duke, janitor at the dam) tells me 
that Mr. Gamble made a mad 
dash to the toilet when the dam 
started shaking from the mas- 
sive pressure, which sent wave 
after wave of rippling water 
back across the oily black wat- 
er’s surface. 

Repair work on the battered 
and eroded spillway has only 
just begun, but who is to say 
how much damage has occur- 
red already? Certainly not the 
BuWreck. Perhaps that first tiny 
crack has already been bom. 
The river will win, my friends. 
The river is laughing at these 
point-headed engineers with 
their hardhats and pocket cal- 
culators scurrying about like 
not-yet-drowned red ants trying 
to cover their asses and issue 
responsible high-toned state- 
ments to the press like “The 
damn will probably not fail”; 
and we are laughing, too. 

BULLDOZERS INSIDE 
ARCHES N.P. 

More crimes against the 
parks. As unbelievable as it may 
seem, the Nat’l Park Service 
issued permits to Frontier Ex- 


ploration to use park roads as 
access to seismic sites on Dry 
Mesa - an area now technically 
outside the park boundary but 
which until 197Z was part of 
Arches Nat’l Mon. In direct vio- 
lation of the permit, the drillers 
unloaded their equipment in- 
side the park and “re-arranged” 
the terrain, making it more 
suitable to their needs. Damage 
to the vegetation was exten- 
sive. Now it has been learned 
that new permits have been 
issued so that this wanton des- 
truction may continue. Even 
one of the juggies commented 
at a local bar that they couldn’t 
believe they were issued the 
permits. ENOUGH IS ENOUGH. 
Let the park superintendent 
know what you think: SUPER- 
INTENDENT, c/o CANYON- 
LANDS NATIONAL PARK, 446 
S. Main, Moab, Utah 84532. 

They say the pen is mightier 
than the sword, so give it a try. 
But if not, screw it. Sharpen 
your swords, amigos. Those bull- 
dozers on the Dry Mesa Road 
aren’t going to get away with 
it ... 

SURVEYORS NABBED 
AT ARCHES 

Every once in a while though, 
we do not get even. Last month, 
a helicopter for Mountain Ex- 
plorations landed on top of 
Elephant Butte, inside of 
Arches National Park, a viola- 
tion of all sorts of rules. A ranger 
on patrol spotted the chopper, 
called for assistance and climb- 
ing equipment and headed for 
the butte. The surveyors, un- 
aware of the ranger’s ascent, 
continued to take transit read- 
ings. Just seconds before the 
helicopter was to lift off, the 
rangers reached the summit 
and apprehended the depredat- 
ors. Fines in excess of $200 
were imposed on the surveying 
shitheads. It was a sad day for 
land rapers. 

EXXON PIGS IN 
LA SAL MOUNTAINS 

The long-awaited and feared 
EXXON drilling project in the 
La Sal Mtns. (at Gold Basin) has 
become a heartbreaking real- 
ity. Heavy equipment is turning 
that once-tranquil paradise into 
a Dante’s inferno of chaos and 
destruction. In spite of U.S. For- 
est Service (pronounced Whore- 
est Circus) regulations specify- 
ing a 16’ roadway, the Exxon 
D-9’s have cut a p( )\ that’s six- 
zero, swath th ugh the heart 
of the forest. Hundreds ... no, 
thousands of ponderosas have 
fallen to the blade, all in the 
name of a tax write-off for the 
EXXON PIGS. A word of warn- 
ing: Apparently fearful of “eco- 
tage” - whatever that is — the 
license numbers of all vehicles 
in the area (La Sal Mtn. loop 
road) are being recorded and 
run through the NCIC computer. 
According to my spies, one name 
that kicked out was one E. Ab- 
bey of Oracle, Ariz. I wonder 
what thatguy’s doing up there? 

SELDOM SEEN SMITH 
MOVES TO MOAB 

To conclude on a high note, 


something good happened to 
Moab and the slickrock coun- 
try this summer. KEN SLEIGHT, 
aka Seldom Seen Smith - a 
friend of these red rocks, these 
red rivers, and us — moved to 
Moab. Along with compadre 
Jane, they’re running a book 
and map store on the highway 
north of town (next to La Hac- 
ienda) and doing packtrips, in 
addition to keeping a watchful 
eye on the local bozos. Ken is 
one of the most decent, dedic- 
ated men I know, and if he had 
been around 133 years ago, he 
would have never let those vig- 
ilante bastards chop my head 
off. It is good to know he is 
nearby and I wish him well in 
his endeavors. When passing 
through, stop in and say howdy 
and buy some books or maps 
from him. 

Well, my friends, it is time 
again to get back in the jar. Until 
next time, keep in mind the 
answer to the eternally asked 
question, “Why wasn’t Jim Watt 
ever circumsized?” 

The answer, of course, is “Be- 
cause there’s no end to that 
prick.” 

Adios, amigos. 


EARTH FIRST! 

ATTORNEYS NEEDED 

We discovered during the Kal- 
miopsis Blockade in Oregon just 
how much we need sympath- 
etic attorneys. Our effectiveness 
was certainly lessened by the 
lack of full legal assistance. We 
need the following help: 

CRIMINAL — to assist with 
criminal charges both state and 
federal arising out of non- 
violent civil disobedience in 
defense of natural environ- 
ments. Several critical legal 
complications have arisen out 
of the Kalmiopsis Blockade. 
They include financial restitu- 
tion to a construction company 
for downtime caused by a block- 
ade and release-from-jail or pro- 
bation requirements prohibit- 
ing entry on national forest 
lands. Both of these provisions 
need serious legal challenge or 
the tool of non-violent direct 
action will be considerably 
weakened. 

CIVIL - lawsuits for damages 
resulting from assaults by con- 
struction workers in blockades 
should be done. Also, a federal 
civil rights violation suit against 
Josephine County, Oregon, may 
be appropriate. 

CONSERVATION - The Ore- 
gon RARE II lawsuit (Earth 
First! vs. Block) has set legal 
history and essentially extends 
protection of RARE II areas to 
all states. We must follow up on 
this with specific appeals or 
lawsuits on national forests 
where this ruling is not being 
obeyed. There are many other 
possible conservation lawsuits 
that establishment conserva- 
tion groups are afraid to touch 
that Earth First! should under- 
take. 

What is needed is an Earth 
First! Legal Group consisting of 
attorneys, paralegals, etc., to 
coordinate all of this. Also 
needed is someone who will 
take on the responsibility to get 
such a group functioning. If you 
would be willing to coordinate 
the organization of such a group, 
participate in it, or provide any 
legal advice or services to EF!, 
please contact Dave Foreman 
(230 W. 7th Ave., Chico, CA 
95926 916-343-6547). 


TALKING 
TO THE 
TREES 

by Cecelia Ostrow 


I live six miles up Big Creek, 
in one of the wildest remaining 
areas on the central Oregon 
coast. I came here to heal myself 
and to learn from nature. 

The land here, like that of the 
adjoining Rock Creek Proposed 
Wilderness Area, was badly bur- 
ned some 150 years ago. Big 
Creek recovered much quicker 
than Rock Creek, and was home- 
steaded and logged again in 
many places, then left. Now 
there are only five families on 
Big Creek. 

Herbicides were not used 
back then. The land is coming 
back naturally, in profusion that 
is wonderful to see. 

I have talked to some trees 
who survived the logging and 
one tree who survived the fire. 
I am going to relate these ex- 
changes to you. 

Insights and visions come 
straight out of the unconscious, 
I feel, and tend to occur (to me) 
in sort of dogmatic kinds of 
thoughts. It is important to re- 
member that this is only one 
way of looking at things. Seeing 
a vision changes the way you 
look at everything. But it would 
be foolish to try to analyze every- 
thing according to the vision. 

The first tree I met, and my 
dearest friend here, is a 100+ 
year old hemlock that grows in 
a little hollow just down from 
my cabin where homesteaders 
logged nearby about 30 years 
ago. Its bark is reddish and soft, 
and its branches, which grow 
almost to the ground, filter the 
light in a most pleasing way on 
both sunny and cloudy days. 

I believe that each tree has a 
“power spot” that you can find 
by intuition. If you sit there you 
can best feel the tree’s pres- 
ence and listen to it - or to the 
two of you, as you like. 

When I sit under the hem- 
lock, I get the sweetest, most 
peaceful feelings I could 
imagine. 

One day as I sat here I had a 
powerful vision. I understood 
that people were supposed to 
have machines and technology 
in order to understand the uni- 
verse, but I understood that 
technology is to be related to 
in a much different way than 
most people do. 

People, like every other plant 
and animal, have a place in nat- 
ure. We are our own special kind 
of recorders, with our songs, 
stories, and our knowledge — a 
memory for the earth, and a 
fine mirror of earth-conscious- 
ness. That is our particular way 
of knitting together every form 
of life. 

But today, people are mostly 
like greedy children using these 
previous objects and principles 
to destroy the earth. 

I once read a statement by 
some Hopi elders saying that 
white people had originally 
chosen to learn about machines 
to help the world, but had for- 
gotten their purpose. I en- 
countered a very similar 
thought — independently — 
under the hemlock. 


* * * 

On the hill across the little 
creek where I get my water, 
stands an old spruce. Isolated 
in a landscape that is now 
mostly alder and salmonberry, 
it is the first truly sad tree I 
have ever known. I think that 
before the fire, this forest was 
mostly spruce. But after the fire, 
the climate, which had changed 
since that time thousands of 
years ago when spruce first 
began to grow here, was too dry 
and hot in the summer for many 
spruce seedlings to grow again. 

The old spruce is trying to 
start a spruce forest. It, like the 
hemlock, has branches all the 
way down to the ground. 

I am particularly drawn to 
this tree because it is like me, 
trying to create a forest in this 
world where the forests are 
dying. 

I was sitting under the spruce 
one sunny morning when it did 
not seem so sad, and the thought 
came to me very strong, “I am 
forever.” Now I had just re- 
cently been to the ancient 
spruce forest of Cummins Creek 
(proposed wilderness) a few 
miles up the coast, and the feel- 
ings that phrase evoked in me 
were power, glory and intellig- 
ence of untouched wilderness. 
This is God to me and it is for- 
ever, though the forest seems to 
be perishing. Perhaps if it is 
being destroyed in one place, it 
is being created in another, I 
thought. 

As I paused to muse about 
these things, under my favorite 
cedar tree on the hill behind 
my house, the thought came 
pealing through the cedar bran- 
ches - “The Earth is coming 
back! The Earth is coming back!” 

I went down finally to visit 
my hemlock friend once again. 
There I had the vision in my 
mind of a logger coming up the 
road in his heavily armored 
truck with all his equipment, 
being very like a dinosaur lum- 
bering along some trail millions 
of years ago, apparently in full 
power but unaware that some- 
where, deep within the work- 
ings of the universe, the energy 
that sustained him was begin- 
ning to fail. 

And so it is. The Earth is com- 
ing back. My part is to find the 
best way I can to help bring 
about the changes. The spruce 
said that for me, it is music. 
What is it for you? 

* * * 

Remember last year I wrote 
about our fight to keep develop- 
ers from building a big resort at 
the mouth of Big Creek? The 
struggle continues! We are tak- 
ing our legal appeal to the Ore- 
gon Supreme Court. Our public 
outreach has brought so many 
letters and phone calls to the 
Lane County Commissioners, 
that Commissioner Jerry Rust 
has promised to introduce a 
motion in July to re-open pub- 
lic hearings on Big Creek. Your 
letters can really help now! 

Lane County Commissioners: 
Jerry Rust, Scott Lieuellen, 
Peter DeFazio, Chuck Ivey, Bill 
Rodgers, c/o Public Service 
Building, 125 East 8th Avenue, 
Eugene, OR 97401. 

Help save the elk herd, wild 
fish, federally-listed Endang- 
ered Species Silver-spot butter- 
fly, not to mention peace and 
quiet which you will find there 
now! 
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THE FIGHT TO SAVE THE 
REDWOODS: A HISTORY 
OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
REFORM, 1917-1978. 

Susan R. Schrepfer, Madison: 
University of Wisconsin 
Press, 1983 ($22.50) 


By 

Bill Devall 

Susan Schrepfer is. a history 
professor at Rutgers University. 
She has worked as a consultant 
with the history committee of 
the Sierra Club and with the 
Forest History Society and has 
interviewed Sierra Club lead- 
ers for the oral history project 
of the Bancroft Library, 
Berkeley. 

Her book is a sophisticated 
interpretation of the struggles 
to preserve some stands of old 
growth Redwoods in California. 
She sees the battle for old 
growth Redwoods protection in 
the context of changing philos- 
ophies in the conservation- 
ecology movement as exempli- 
fied by two of the leading groups 
in California, the Save the Red- 
woods League and the Sierra 
Club. 

Most campaigns to establish 
national parks and wilderness 
areas in America have concer- 
ned lands already ir. the public 
domain. By the 1880’s, however, 
when the forest reserves were 
first considered on federal 
lands, virtually all the valuable 
old growth Redwoods had been 
transferred into private owner- 
ship. These Redwoods were 
logged at ever increasing rates 
to build the cities of California. 

Redwoods grow only in a nar- 
row coastal belt extending from 
Big Sur in the south to the 
Oregon border on the north. Cli- 
mate, soils and terrain com- 
bined to provide a home here 
for the last stands of the vast 
Redwood forests once covering 
Europe, North America and 
Asia. 

In the so-called “progressive” 
movement before World War I, 
some scientists preached a 
brand of ecological conserva- 
tion which included preser- 
vation of some stands of old 
growth Redwoods as examples 
of evolution’s grand pro- 
gression. 

Preceding the formation of 
the Save the Redwoods League 
in 1920, citizen groups had for- 
med to buy private lands and 
donate them to the State of Cal- 
ifornia to form Big Basin State 
Park in the Santa Cruz moun- 
tains and a small grove of Red- 
woods in Marin County had 
been given as a gift to the Fed- 
eral government as a “John Muir 
National Monument.” 

The League, in Schrepfer’s 
interpretation, was formed 
through an alliance of scientists 
and progressive Republican 
businessmen who believed it 
was the responsibility of the 
upper classes to facilitate econ- 
omic development while pre- 
serving some small groves of. 


BATTLE FOR THE REDWOODS 


Redwoods for scientific study 
and meditative recreation. 
“Parks,” concludes Schrepfer, 
“were as much a fulfillment of 
as a rebellion against modern- 
ization.” “Far from being dis- 
mayed by industrial society, 
(the league founders) ... found 
the new order offered them 
opportunities for civic involve- 
ment, professional advance- 
ment, and profit ... A college 
education, membership in cer- 
tain clubs and an urban resi- 
dence on either coast were nec- 
essary without being sufficient 
to explain participation. Lack- 
ing strong religious affiliations 
and educated at increasingly 

secular institutions of higher 
learning in Europe and Amer- 
ica, these men and women en- 
joyed an organized civic and 
professional involvement and 
the pursuit of a faith combining 
scientific respectability and 
romantic intensity.” 

Both the League and the 
Sierra Club were moderate re- 
form groups, The Club, foun- 
ded in 1892, split over Muir’s 
campaign to defend the Hetch 
Hetchy Valley in Yosemite Park 
from dam building to serve the 
industrial needs of the city of 
San Francisco. 

Both preferred to work with 
state and federal agencies and 
corporations and professional 
groups through the “old boy” 
network. Accomodation and 
compromise rather than con- 
flict and militancy character- 
ized both groups before 1950. 
While the Club worked for new 
roads and trails in the Sierra, 
the League worked to buy 
groves of Redwoods along major 
highways north of San 
Francisco. 

The cosmopolitan profession- 
als in both organizations 
favored moderate reform with 
centralized administration in a 
rational bureaucracy guided by 
professional expertise and tem- 
pered by boards composed of 
volunteers. The commission 
system of government in Cali- 
fornia exemplified this type of 
reform. The State Parks Com- 
mission, appointed by the 
Governor and Legislature, 
would set policy for a statewide 
bureaucracy administered by 
professional staff informed by 
the expertise of scientists. 

The League relied on private 
donations and the willingness 
of large timber corporations to 
sell some of their prime old 
growth Redwood groves as well 
as quiet negotiations between 
the League, timber corporations 
and the government agencies 
of California. 

In a chapter on John Mer- 
riam, scientist, professor, and 
long-time League president, 
Schrepfer finds a hero of moder- 
ate reform. “Research, he be- 
lieved, was an act of reverence. 
Scientific technicalities were 
divine truths, so there was no 
reasonable basis for conflict.” 
Merriam’s philosophy might be 
called a progressive Republican 
idealism. “To Merriam, preser- 
vation was a religious mission” 
and the Redwood parks were 
“holy places.” Merriam declared, 
several decades before Teilhard 
de Chardin attempted his grand 
synthesis of the doctrine of pro- 
gress, evolution and Christian- 
ity, that the human race was 
destined to “have almost com- 
plete control of the biological 


world.” “Unlike the transcental- 
ists, (Merriam) did not reject 
the machine as the destroyer of 
the garden. He assured a col- 
league, ‘the machine contri- 
butes to our opportunity.’” 

While defending science and 
economic development, the 
leaders of the League stren- 
uously objected to the approach 
taken by the National Park 
Service in developing “visitor 
services” and “industrial rec- 
reation” in national parks. Parks 
were places for contemplation. 
League leaders were also sus- 
picious of the New Deal which 
led to the League to veto 
attempts to establish a Red- 
woods National Park during the 
1930’s. During the 20’s and 30’s 
Chambers of Commerce and 
local governments in Humboldt 
and Del Norte counties were 
very receptive to the idea of a 
Redwoods National Park. In the 
1960’s when the idea was re- 
vived, there were very few old 
growth stands to save and local 
government was almost unan- 
imously opposed to the park. 

Schrepfer argues that during 
the 1950’s the League and the 
Club diverged in their approach 
to preservation and diverged in 
their worldviews. In the older 
vision of ecology, evolution and 
society, still followed by League 
leaders in the 1950's, “technol- 
ogy was the fulfillment of na- 
tural history.” Evolution was 
progressive and humans were 
at the apex of evolution. By the 
1950’s many biologists, genetic- 
ists and paleontologists were 
expounding a theory of evolu- 
tion that was not teleological 
but more random and oppor- 
tunistic. Schrepfer calls this a 
philosophy of “naturalism” 
which found poetic voice in 
Loren Eiseley who expressed 
the notion that man is inescapa- 
bly part of nature. 

“Biology,” says Schrepfer, 
“revealed interdependence, 
specialization, and adaptation, 
but it allowed no judgment as 
to the superiority of species. 
Man was the accident of the 
chance-filled course of human 
genetics. Thus the Club moved 
(in publicizing Eiseley’s vision) 
from the philosophy of John 
Muir, with his faith in a uni- 
verse of ‘law, order, creative 
intelligence, and loving design,’ 
toward that of Eiseley, whose 
deepest thoughts were, in spite 
of his love for nature, ‘all of 
night, of outer cold and inner 
darkness.’ The change was the 
result in significant part of a 
mid-century shift in American 
science.” 

Other historians, particularly 
Stephen Fox in his book, John 
Muir and His Legacy: The Amer- 
ican Conservation Movement, 
argue that the Club returned to 
Muir’s central ecological in- 
sights during the 1950’s under 
the leadership of David Brower. 
Muir saw humans as plain citi- 
zens of the universe and rejected 
the notion of “intensive man- 
agement” of national forests. 
Muir’s disagreement with Gif- 
ford Pinchot and the progres- 
sive Republicans over the man- 
agement of forests was to be a 
continuing difference between 
those who wanted small groves 
of trees reserved for science and 
those Who wanted wilderness 
parks of very large size. Schrep- 
fer does not" examine Muir’s 
philosophy in any specific chap- 
ter and does not review the 


large body of scholarship on 
Muir’s philosophy which was 
published during the 1970’s and 
early 1980’s. 

Instead Schrepfer interprets 
the “militancy” of the Sierra 
Club and its divergence from 
its old friend, the Save the Red- 
woods League, as the result of a 
“union of philosophical natural- 
ism and citizen activism that 
emerged out of the 1950’s.” 

While most historians see the 
1950’s as the grand fulfillment 
of the “American dream” of ma- 
terial affluence, vast recrea- 
tional opportunities, rapid eco- 
nomic growth, and low internal 
social conflict, David Brower 
and other leaders of the Club 
were appalled at the rapid 
changes brought by this post- 
war industrialism to the land- 
scapes of the American West — 
building of huge dams, clearcut- 
ting the last watersheds of old 
growth Redwoods, massive 
highway programs which rip- 
ped through parks. 

David Brower, who became 
Executive Director of the Sierra 
Club in the early 1950’s, was 
sponsored for that position by 
the “old boys” in the Club but 
was not himself an “old boy.” 
He rejected cozy chats by the 
fireside with bureaucrats and 
businessmen. Instead he de- 
nounced the bureaucrats of the 
Bureau of Reclamation for plans 
to build dams on the Colorado 
River and he attacked timber 
corporations in the struggle for 
a Redwoods National Park as 
“legislating by chainsaw.” 

Schrepfer documents the 
growing tension between the 
moderates and what she called 
the “militants” in the Club 
during the 1950’s and 60’s with 
Brower’s attempts to move the 
Club more into national and 
international environmental 
concerns. The Sierra Club book, 


The Last Redwoods, was a state- 
ment of Brower’s position which 
was more fully expressed in 
Galapagos: The Flow of Wilder- 
ness in -which he called for an 
“earth national park.” 

By the mid 1960’s only two 
watersheds in northwest Cali- 
fornia still contained enough old 
growth Redwoods to be consid- 
ered for national park status — 
Mill Creek and Redwood Creek. 
While the League still attempt- 
ed through private donations 
to buy some of these groves, 
the price was too high. Only the 
federal government had the 
power and the money to buy 
these last stands. And the Sierra 
Club moved to arouse public 
opinion, in the tradition of John 
Muir, to save the Redwoods. 
Demonstrations, mass advertis- 
ing, intensive lobbying of legis- 
lators, threats of court suits and 
attacks on the corporations as 
“bad guys” were used by the 
Club in a successful campaign 
to get Congress and President 
Johnson to support a compro- 
mise Park Act in 1968. 

At the same time Brower’s 
leadership was under attack by 
moderates in the Club and in 
1969 he was forced to resign as 
Executive Director. 

The “old boys” who had spon- 
sored Brower — Ansel Adams, 
Dick Leonard, etc. - finally fired 
him as he began to attack the 
ties between the Club and the 
oligarcy of Califom ia - particul- 
ary Pacific Power and Electric. 
Although briefly mentioning 
Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power 
Plant, Schrepfer does not take 
the opportunity to examine that 
story for its irony and intrigue. 
Nor does she fully explain 
Brower’s growing “militancy” 
and the reasons why some 
upper-middle class profession- 
als became the leading spokes- 
people for the ecology move- 
ment. She quotes C. Wright 
Mills’ early 1950’s assessment 
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THE BISBEE DEPORTATION 

by Peter Wild 


that the new professional class 
could hot turn out radicals and 
then proceeds to show how 
many of the most aggressive 
environmentalists of the 60’s 
and 70’s were college profes- 
sors, engineers and other pro- 
fessionals. The best she can 
offer is a Weberian thesis that 
ideas are a force in history. But 
she does not elaborate on the 
criticisms of modernism found 
in the professional classes and 
articulated by Paul Goodman, 
Lewis Mumford, Marston Bate- 
son and Loren Eiseley. She uses 
various surveys of Club mem- 
bers to show that few business- 
men joined the Club in the 60’s 
and 70’s but does not develop 
the theme that a shifting para- 
digm was bringing environ- 
mentalists to a radical conser- 
vative position in American 
politics. 

The most unsatisfactory 
chapter in her book, however, 
is her interpretation of the bat- 
tle for the second Redwood Park 
Act of 1978. The Compromise 
Act of 1968 left the upslope wat- 
ershed of Redwood Creek un- 
protected. Yet the Club had 
argued for many years that the 
integrity of the watershed must 
be protected, not just “dedi- 
cated groves” along major high- 
ways. Massive flooding in 1955 
and 1964 had sent silt and gravel 
from cutover upslopes in Bull 
Creek through many groves in 
Humboldt Redwoods State Park 
which had cost the League mil- 
lions of dollars to acquire. 

Before the ink was dry on the 
1968 park act, local activists in 
Humboldt County were calling 
for the federal government to 
“enlarge the worm,” the thin 
stip of land along Redwood 
Creek which was included in 
the Park. 

Studies commissioned by var- 
ious state and federal agencies 
began to document the extent 
of erosion in Redwood Creek 
and impact of accelerated log- 
ging upslope from the park. But 
after 1972 the struggle to en- 
. large the park took an ugly turn. 
The passage of the Coastal Act 
of 1972 was a high point in the 
environmental movement in 
California during the 1970’s and 
activated corporations to form 
alliances with labor unions to 
attack environmental groups 
for their “anti-progress” 
position. 

While some liberal Democ- 
ratic politicians supported 
environmentalist goals, this 
same liberal wing was respon- 
sive to the demands of labor 
unions and minorities for “jobs 
and security.” 

Could the environmentalists’ 
goal of preservation of the re- 
maining stands of old growth 
timber be reconciled with the 
social welfare agenda of the lib- 
eral Democrats? Only with the 
most fragile of compromises 
suggested by a Congressman 
from San Francisco (Phillip 
Burton) who never hiked in the 
Redwoods. 

The so-called “Burton Bill” 
provided protection for Red- 
wood Creek by dramatically 
enlarging the Park, provided 
massive public works (a free- 
way project around parts of the 
Park), a workmen’s compensa- 
tion provision which allowed 
workers who lost their jobs due 
to Park expansion to receive up 
to five years of benefits at gov- 
ernment expense, and a huge 
settlement for timber corporat- 
ions whose lands were taken 
for the park expansion. 


In Schrepfer’s conclusion, 
“The act was a logical outcome 
of the activists’ strength within 
the liberal and pro-labor wing 
of the Democratic Party, their 
ideological drift leftward, and 
their wish to defuse labor’s 
opposition. The act’s passage is 
evidence that the Sierra Club 
had become one of the most 
powerful lobbies on the Hill.” 

Whatever the merit of the 
final sentence, the rest of her 
conclusion is suspect. In my 
estimation, Schrepfer omits 
from this chapter a discussion 
of local environmentalists in 
northwest California during the 
1970’s. Reviewing my own 
notes, I sense a growing aliena- 
tion between local activists and 
national lobbyists for the Sierra 
Club during the 70’s. Local activ- 
ists were told repeatedly to be 
“reasonable” and “compromise” 
but it was the local activists 
who kept up the pressure on 
the national Club and politi- 
cians to enlarge the Park. 

Schrepfer sees local groups 
such as Citizens for a Redwood 
National Park and the Emerald 
Creek Committee as just exten- 
sions of the national Sierra Club. 
Yet these local activists were 
quite independent of the Club 
and took actions which the Club 
leadership did not endorse or 
support. Schrepfer does not 
even mention the names of peo- 
ple who risked their jobs and 
sometimes their lives in the 
increasingly-polarized climate 
of the 1970’s to present a vision 
which included not only an en- 
larged national Redwoods Park 
but a society where bears, wol- 
verines, whales and wild rivers 
had a “right” to exist for them- 
selves, not just as commodities 
in a human marketplace. These 
people included Ruflo Harper 
Lee, John Amodio, Rudi Beck- 
ing, Lucille Vinyard, Susie Van- 
Kirk, Tim McKay, David Van- 
derMark, Steve Lau, Steve 
Brewer and Ray Peart. 

While many local environ- 
mentalists in northwest Cali- 
fornia were opposed to the war 
in Vietnam and the massive 
nuclear weapons buildup of the 
1970’s, to describe them as hav- 
ing a “leftward drift” is a gross 
oversimplification. They had 
(and have) an uneasy position 
in the Democratic Party. They 
resent being just another con- 
stituency in the Party but find 
no opening at all in the Repub- 
lican Party and no “green” party 
(as is found in some European 
countries) in which to find a 
political home. 

The second Redwood Park 
act was not the end, but the 
beginning for many local envir- 
onmentalists. The most positive 
feature was a provision for re- 
habilitation of the damaged 
watershed of Redwood Creek. 
But the Act itself was too little, 
too late. It was a bitter victory. 

The vision of Vietnamizing 
California haunted local envir- 
onmental activists. In the Red- 
woods “battle,” the vision of 
“ecocide” dominated their night- 
mares. The conversion of old 
growth timber into “tree farms” 
which were sprayed with her- 
bicides from the air was part of 
changing patterns of manage- 
ment of international timber 
corporations. Schrepfer does 
not document these changing 
practices and she does not treat 
the political economy of timber 
corporations. She sees the com- 
panies more as acted upon 
rather than as actors radically 
•changing landscapes. 


FORGING THE COPPER 

COLLAR 

By James W. Byrkit. Tucson: 
University of Arizona Press, 
1982. $24.95, 435 pages. 

Americans like the happy-go- 
lucky cowboy yodeling across 
the plains. They cherish the 
lumberjack, the homesteader, 
and the prospector, those inde- 
pendent types who settled the 
West. Yet, however the figures 
appeal to the popular mind, his- 
torians have known for some 
time that they belong more to 
the world of fiction than of fact. 

In fact, corporations should- 
ered aside the little guys of 
mining, timber, and ranching 
and ran the show pretty much 
the way they wanted. From its 
earliest days, the West was a 
colony, and well-heeled inter- 
ests east of the Mississippi siph- 
oned off its resources with long 
corporate straws. As is the case 
with most colonies, democracy 
was stifled, the environment 
plundered at will. 

This is well illustrated by 
James. W. Byrkit’s Forging the 
Capper Collar. For years, Mon- 
tana, Nevada, Utah, and Arizona 
wore copper collars. Their peo- 
ple were not governed by freely- 
elected legislators but ruled by 

In the early 1980’s even black 
bears were declared a “menace 
to industry” by some timber cor- 
porations who demanded the 
bear population be reduced or 
“liquidated” because they 
sometimes eat part of the young 
trees on managed “tree farms.” 

As John Muir once said, “if a 
war ever comes between the 
humans and bears, I think I 
would be tempted to fight on 
the side of the bears.” 

For many local environmen- 
talists, they were fighting on 
the side of the bears. 

They did not become more 
“leftward,” the dominant cul- 
ture became more radical in its 
attempts to dominate and con- 
trol vast areas of wild nature. 

Schrepfer’s bottom line is cor- 
rect in a certain sense, “for the 
moderate reformers - as for the 
old redwoods - there was no 
place to stand.” 

With the spector of nuclear 
war bringing the most radical 
ecocide to the landscape, the 
Redwoods are “islands of hope. ” 
After nearly a century of effort 
only about four percent of the 
old growth Redwoods are pre- 
served. The “fight” to save the 
Redwoods was therefore a great 
success, or a great failure, de- 
pending on one’s perspective. 


the mining interests which 
owned the newspapers, paid 
the axe-handle- wielding goons, 
and rigged the elections — and 
thus ran the states as their fief- 
doms while cashing their divi- 
dend checks back in New York, 
Boston, and London. Byrkit foc- 
uses on one company and state, 
Phelps Dodge of Arizona, and 
in particular on one event, the 
Bisbee Deportation, to illustrate 
the power and rottenness that 
controlled much of the West. 

On the morning of July 12, 
1917, athousand armed vigilan- 
tes swept through the mining 
town of Bisbee, Arizona. They 
broke in doors, beat up protest- 
ing wives, and hauled off hund- 
reds of men. These workers, the 
“troublemakers” and “sympath- 
izers” behind a peaceful strike 
against Phelps Dodge, were 
marched under the sights of 
machine guns, loaded into cat- 
tle cars, then dumped without 
food or water nearly two hund- 
red miles away, off in the blazing 
desert of New Mexico. It hap- 
pened to be the hottest day of 
the summer. 

Fearing for their lives, few of 
the men returned. A federal 
investigation dragged on for 
years and finally fizzled. The 
lesson was clear: don’t mess 
with Phelps Dodge. 

It makes good reading, the 
kind you can grind your teeth 
over, while you get to applaud 
the little feller who occasion- 
ally gets in a free poke at the 
corporate giant. But there’s a 
problem here and perhaps a les- 
son too for present-day activists. 
Byrkit, a professor at Northern 
Arizona University in Flagstaff, 
has written a study that is well- 
documented and objectively 
told. But the events he describes 
are so bizarre in themselves 
that, like the cowboy earlier 
mentioned, they seem to belong 
to the realm of fiction. 

Raised on a diet of C-grade 
movies with “good guys versus 
bad guys,” expecting the Ges- 
tapo to wear crew cuts and 
jackboots, the public tends to 
think that such things don’t 
happen in real life. Or at least 
that they couldn’t in our sup- 
posedly enlightened day. Per- 
haps corporations don’t march 
protestors off into cattle cars 
anymore. But that is only to say 
that their tactics have changed, 
become more subtle and tech- 
nologically sophisticated. The 
China Syndrome, with its intri- 
cate plot of blackmail and media 
manipulation, certainly pointed 
this out. For that, the destroyers 
can be even more dangerous 
and difficult to expose. 


MY SENTIMENTAL 
FAVORITES 

by Louis D’Manure, 
M.D.D.T. 

As stated in a recent issue by 
that gentleman of letters, Spurs 
Jackson, not all of these books 
' deal directly with the wilder- 
ness or with environmental is- 
sues, yet all carry implicit mes- 
sages in some ways more effect- 
ive than conventional environ- 
mental works. 

TENDER CARNIVORE AND 
THE SACRED GAME 
by PAUL SHEPHERD 

This book was the first on the 
responsibility of being an ape. 
A strong hunting and gathering 
message. It drew fire when pub- 
lished for its obviously crazy 
proposal to limit human habita- 
tion in North America to small 
enclaves with the great major- 
ity of the land reserved for 
“primitive” activities (NOT 
ORVS). Here at EF! headquar- 
ters in Snakenavel, that pro- 
posal is sometimes considered 
too conservative (why any 
human habitations at all?) from 
certain large hairy EFlers. 

THE BIG SKY 
by A.B. GUTHRIE, JR. 

Captures like the hands of 
Godzilla the old west in the days 
of the mountain men. Its even- 
tual destruction by those who 
loved it is nearly unbearable to 
both its hero and the reader. 
Presents in fiction the same life 
Bernard DeVoto presents as 
nonfiction in Across the Wide 
Missouri and is more effective, 
although DeVoto gives a better 
characterization of Christianity 
as a major force in the destruc- 
tion of the American West. 

Ironically, the best actual 
autobiography of a mountain 
man is Journal of a Trapper, by 
Osborne Russell, who in later 
years discovered religion and 
as a result renounced his pre- 
vious life and became a realtor, 
speculator, miner, and politi- 
cian; suffered from “bilious 
attacks” and ended up dead in 
a county hospital in California. 
TONGUES OF THE MONTE 
by J. FRANK DOBIE 

The best book by the only 
Texan to ever write an entire 
column in admiration of the 
coyote, and an article in admira- 
tion of the skunk. This some- 
what autobiographical work 
concerns the days when a Texan 
with legal problems could find 
a friend and a horse and head 
south across the Rio Bravo to a 
land of jaguars and shy maid- 
ens; wilderness and romance. 
For another similar situation 
about Uruguay before its des- 
truction by civilization, try The 
Purple Land That England Lost 
by W.H. Hudson. 

RIVER NOTES 
by BARRY LOPEZ 

Hardly anyone is able to put 
into language the universe 
which Barry Lopez sees. A 
unique style about a parallel 
universe just up the trail and 
over the ridge. 

JOY OF MAN’S DESIRING 
by JEAN GIONO 

What the title says; about the 
smell of growing things and not 
about wanting color TVs. 
SEXUS by HENRY MILLER 

A sequel to The Big Sky by a 
different author; the protagon- 
ist is now lost in New York City. 
About the antipathy of modern 
civilization towards life, and 
about its efforts to destroy the 
natural world, including man. 
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JAPAN GREEN PARTY 
CALLS INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE 


HUMANS NEED A NEW 
POLITICAL OPTION 


I. We believe that the human 
race and the world ecological 
system are in danger of being 
destroyed. 

While we believe that the 
human race has brought this 
upon itself, we consider the 
chief offenders to be the advan- 
ced Western countries, in- 
cluding Japan, and especially 
the dominating countries with 
the two superpowers, the 
United States and the Soviet 
Union, at the head, and the 
warped (pursuit of profit, and 
military expansion ) use of their 
materialistic science and 
technology. 

The rulers of the advanced 
Western countries and the Sov- , 
iet Union consider liberalism 
(capitalism! and socialism 
(communism), two camps; the 
imminent dangers of nuclear 
war and the destruction of the 
environment have been brought 
about through, and spurred by, 
the ceaseless confrontation be- 
tween these two ideologies, and 
on this point, the adherents and- 
rulers of both are equally guilty. 
It is no longer possible to entrust 
the future of the human raee to 7 
the advanced countries; they 
are, in fact, merely leading the 
Earth and the human race far- 
ther in the direction of disaster. 

In order to extricate ourselves 
from this situation, we believe 
that there is only one possible 
course of action: in that these 
two ideologies both see human 
beings as the supreme good, we 
must build a global society, 
based on natural principles, 
which transcends these two 
ideologies, and in which all liv- 
ing things can coexist. 


We have invited Mr. Ramiro 
Reynaga, coordinator of the 
South American Indian Coun- 
cil (elected at the first Council 
meeting, March 1980), from Kol- 
lasuyu (Bolivia), to participate 
in the writing of a joint 
declaration. 

II. Having reached agreement 
upon our present situation as . 
stated above, we propose that, , 
in order to preserve the human 
race and life on Earth, we pro- 
mote concerted action on an 
international scale among the 
Japan Green Party, the Indians 
(aboriginal peoples) of the 
world, and environmentalists of 
the world. We also propose an 
international conference in 
order to bring everyone 
together. 

The said international confer- 
ence shall be not only for the 
good of human beings, but a 
Life on EaVth Conference, the 
purpose of which shall be to 
preserve nature and the Earth 
for all living things. 

We propose that the interna- 
tional conference be held in 
Japan during the first part of 
October, 1984 (for a period of 
seven days) and we are pre- 
pared to make arrangements for 
the conference with the partic- 
ipation of the Indian organi- 
zations of the world. 

We call upon our Indian 
brothers and sisters, who pro- 
tect and respect all of nature, 
all environmentalists and peace- 
loving women, and those invol- 
ved in anti-nuclear movements, 
to participate in this interna- 
tional conference, where we will 
discuss ways to preserve the 
human race and life on Earth. 

July 1, 1983 


by Ramiro Renaga 


I. The Present World Crisis 

This crisis touches every facet 
of our lives — * the economic and 
politic! our sources of energy 
and the food we eat. The indus- 
trial monster sells us things we 
do not need, thereby contamin- 
ating our lives and our planet. 
These problems all have the 
same root: a disconnection from 
the interdependent harmony 
called Life, and therefore a dis- 
respect for the life of the forests, 
the rivers, animals, and even 
other humans, who are also 
Nature. 

Even now, on this little planet 
of ours, are enough nuclear 
weapons to kill every human 
being fifty times over, and to 
make this world another dead 
planet like the moon. Yet, the 
superpowers, obsessed with 
overkill, are busy inventing and 
producing even more powerful 
bombs. For the first time in the 
life of this planet, there is the 
very real danger of exterminat- 
ing every plant, animal, and 
human. And we have Europe, 
thought to many to be the most 
civilized of societies (I consider 
the United States the same as 
Europe), to thank for this. 

II. Capicom Both the United 
States and the Soviet Union say 
that they must produce more 
nuclear weapons in order to 
prevent nuclear war, which 
makes about as much sense as 
saying that we must store more 
gasoline in order to put down a 
conflagration. 

No ideological difference is 
big enough to justify the fur- 
ther production of nuclear 
weapons. And the United States 
and Soviet Union are more sim- 
ilar than different. 

They both speak in their own 
interests using ideological 
language. 

In both countries the govern- 


ments are becoming bigger, and 
the people smaller; the people 
are losing the ability to choose 
their own food, dress, housing, 
medicine, education, and plea- 
sure. Their individual person- 
alities are becoming suppres- 
sed, and in this way they are 
becoming totally dependent 
upon the growing centralized 
government. 

Both nations consider “pro- 
gress” the killing of Nature in 
order to grow the machine. 

Both are trying to make every- 
one the same, one using 
money, and the other power. 
And in the final analysis, of 
course, money and power are 
the same, a whip to control 
people. 

They depend upon each other 
for their very existence. The 
reason for the existence of anti- 
communism and anti-capitalism 
is to attack each other. It is 
almost as though there is a tacit 
agreement between them; as 
long as the world is divided into 
right and left, they can continue 
to dominate it. 

The most important choice 
we can make now is not bet- 
ween capitalism and com- 
munism. Neither the United 
States nor the Soviet Union can 
solve the problem because they 
created, and have become, the 
problem. 

The important choice we 
must make today is between 
life and death, between arming 
or disarming those who would 
start the Third World War. 

The United States and the 
Soviet Union are the powers of 
war and death. They are not 
two forces; they are a single 
military system divided into two 


mutually dependent parts. The 
two parts form the Euopean mil- 
itary monster with two heads, 
right and left, both mad, both 
eager to destroy each other, and 
every plant, animal, and human. 

Capitalism and Communism 
form a single entity. And a sin- 
gle entity needs a single name. I 
call the nuclear monster Cap- 
icom. This new name clarifies 
the situation because the pre- 
sent vital alternative is between 
Life and Capicom. 

This monster must be stop- 
ped in a special way. Its two 
heads must be lopped off simul- 
taneously. If not, the attack 
against one will make the other 
grow. We, this strange and dan- 
gerous kind of animal called 
human beings, need a new poli- 
tical option, one which can re- 
lease us from the deadly alter- 
native between North Ameri- 
can and Soviet nuclear weap- 
ons. Otherwise the dichotomy 
will keep making the contradic- 
tion deeper and irreversible. 
This dichotomy fools people, 
and chains the thinking and 
feelings of whole populations 
to the irrelevant, which is the 
fight between right and left. 
Capicom uses this fight to con- 
ceal the relevant, which is the 
alternative between Life and 
nuclear war. These alternatives 
are totally different, and do not 
allow for a compromise. 

Whoever adores the part does 
not adore the whole. Sectarian 
ideologies think they can save 
the part by destroying the 
whole. Conversion to this kind 
of ideological thinking is a kind 
of sickness which works inside 
the brain to attack the ability to 
respect and appreciate the dif- 


JIM STILES ON DIGNITY 


I read with interest, and then 
a growing sense of frustration, 
Doc Raccoon’s essay on Earth 
First ! and “dignity. ” I have spent 
many years writing letters to 
congressmen, commenting on 
environmental assessments, 
joining organizations and 
signing petitions. And I am 
frustrated. I don’t know where 
Doc Raccoon lives, but if he 
lived in SE Utah, if he could see 
the day-in/day-out savage 
destruction of places dear to 
me (and to him), if he could 
hear the mindless, greedy 
oratory of the many people here 
who see this land only in terms 
of the number Of dollars that 
can be squeezed from it, 
perhaps he too might be inclined 
to step down from his lofty 
castle and throw a'few punches 
too. There is no dignity in defeat, 
especially when the loser is the 
planet we’re trying to keep 
healthy. I don’t care if my 
punches are above the belt, or 
below — so long as they hurt. 

It is impossible to keep this 
struggle on a “high plane.” Our 
opponents’ preconceived per- 
ception of us gives us no choice. 
And when I say “opponent” I 
am speaking of those persons 
who will stop at nothing to 
destroy everything that is green, 


and clean, living and beautiful. 
To these greedheads, an envi- 
ronmentalist is a long-haired, 
communistic, smelly degener- 
ate on welfare and food stamps, 
whose affinity for the EARTH 
comes from the fact that we live 
under a rock and waddle about 
in our own excrement. It is point- 
less to even attempt to convince 
them otherwise. Others have 
tried; they have all failed. For 
God’s sake, James Watt thinks 
we’re all disciples of Satan, and 
has compared us to Hitler’s Ges- 
tapo. Is there any wap we could 
stoop lower than that? 

Watt and his ilk have no use 
for patient, rational opposition. 
They look at it as a sign of weak- 
ness. After all, Jim Watt is on a 
mission from God. The only 
thing he fears is the DEVIL, and 
if that’s what it takes to make 
the sweat trickle down Watt’s 
ribs, I’ll be a horned, fire- 
breathing Lucifer any time. 

As for Thoreau and Muir, 
their eloquence and gentle love 
has always moved me deeply. 
But I doubt in their vilest night- 
mares, they even dreamed that, 
the cancerous destruction of 
this planet would reach such 
tragic proportions. Faced with 
what we have today, I would 
bet they’d be reaching for a 
monkey wrench, too. 


And as for my drawings, they 
are intended to provoke. I’m not 
primarily looking for laughs - 
I’m mad. I’m emotional, not log- 
ical. If some people think they’re 
crude and obscene, they don’t 
have to look at them — turn the 
page. But someday soon, I’m 
sure all the birds will organize 
and they will crap on Jim Watt. 
And then, instead of being a 
vulgar, scatalogical cartoonist, 
I’ll be called a prophet. People 
will come to me and say, “Who 
will be crapped on next, oh wise 
one?” The High Priest of 
Scatology. 

But I’m drifting from the point 
here. Which is, that the Sierra 
Club, Wilderness Society, 
Friends of the Earth, et al, have 
taken the high road, the “digni- 
fied approach” for years. And 
where are we? I’m not saying 
we should deliberately take the 
low road, but I will take any 
road that will keep one more 
tree from being cut, one less 
survey stake from being driven 
into the ground. Because the 
real stakes here - the Earth’s 
survival - are just too high to 
worry about etiquette. 

Thanks for listening, 

Jim Stiles 
Moab, Utah 



darry a tbrek U 'ojvte.. 

SiiVe quietude. \i (i(4. K\iRe- 
yoOr blood And your- soul . 

— Vladwn "ZeW' •iabo'tmski 
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ferences among persons and 
peoples. 

In Asia, Africa, and the Amer- 
icas, we must move to stop this 
dangerous colonizing mania. 
Environmentalists, women’s 
groups, youth groups, and anti- 
nuclear and workers’ organi- 
zations are all working toward 
the same goal. It is a good time 
to start working together. 

As part of the Inca people 
which is organizing the forces 
that will stop the colonial op- 
pression affecting the immense 
majority of the Andean popu- 
lation, I am very glad to be in 
Japan, and among this remark- 
able people. I must also thank 
the Green Party for having made 
this possible, and for giving me 
the opportunity to talk with my 
Japanese friends. 

Ramiro Reynaga 

Kheswa, Kollasuyu (Bolivia) 
International Coordinator of the 
National Indian Youth Council 
June 15, 1983 


Reynaga is head of the South 
American Indian Council and 
recently met with the leaders 
of the Japan Green Party. 


TUOLUMNE! 


The modem environmental 
movement was bom 70 years 
ago on California’s Tuolumne 
River when John Muir fought 
with the last strength of his 
body against the damming of 
Hetch Hetchy Valley in Yosem- 
ite National Park. Muir lost the 
battle and soon his life. Today, 
Hetch Hetchy is a toilet bowl in 
a cathedral, the darkest blot in 
the history of the National 
Parks. But below ugly 
O’Shaughnessy Dam, the sweet- 
throated song of the Tuolumne 
is heard once more as the river 
reasserts her wilderness spirit 
in foam and rock and whirlpool. 
The Tuolumne below Hetch 
Hetchy is considered by many 
boaters to be California’s pre- 
mier whitewater river. But like 
an earlier generation of greed- 
head destroyers of life, the water 
and power interests of Califor- 
nia’s Central Valley see only the 
potential of dollars in this love- 
ly wild stream. 

More dams are proposed for 
the Tuolumne - dams that will 
finish the job that killed Hetch 
Hetchy Valley and John Muir. 
A variety of conservation 
groups are organizing to fight 
these assaults on the river 
within proper legal channels. 
But Earth First! and a group of 
river guides are prepared to 
light without compromise if the 
establishment groups fail. Not 
only are we saying “Never!” to 
more dams on the Tuolumne, 
we are also saying, “Tear down 
O’Shaughnessy Dam and free 
Hetch Hetchy!” as well. 

The Earth First!/River Guides 
coalition is proposing a mas- 
sive rally against the further 
damming of the Tuolumne on 
John Muir’s birthday (April 2 1 ) 
next spring at O’Shaughnessy 
Dam. If you want to help organ- 
ize the rally or help in any way, 
contact Don Presley (916) 283- 
4310, POB 3021, Quincy, CA 
95971. 


EARTH FIRST! FESTIVAL 


SMOKEYJHE BEAR SUTRA 
Once in the Jurassic, about 150 million years ago, 
the Great Sun Buddha in this corner of the Infinite Void gave 
a great Discourse to ail the assembled elements and 
energies: to the standing beings, the walking beings, 
the flying beings, and the sitting beings - even grasses, 
to the number of thirteen billion, each one bom from a 
seed, were assembled there: a Discourse concerning 
Enlightenment on the planet Earth. 

“In some future time, there will be a continent called 
America. It will have great centers of power called 
such as Pyramid Lake, Walden Pond, Mt. Rainier, Big Sur, 
Everglades, and so forth: and powerful nerves and channels 
such as Columbia River, Mississippi River, and Grand Canyon. 
The human race in that era will get into troubles all over 
its head, and practically wreck everything in spite of 
its own strong intelligent Buddha-nature." 

“The twisting strata of the great mountains and the pulsings 
of great volcanoes are my love burning deep in the earth. 

My obstinate compassion is schist and basalt and 
granite, to be mountains, to bring down the rain. In that 
future American Era I shall enter a new form: to cure 
the world of loveless knowledge that seeks with blind hunger, 
and mindless rage eating food that will not fill it.” 

And he showed himself in his true form of 
SMOKEY THE BEAR 

A handsome smokey-colored brown bear standing on his 
hind legs, showing that he is aroused and watchful. 

Bearing in his right paw the Shovel that digs to the 
truth beneath appearances: cuts the roots of useless attach- 
ments, and flings damp sand on the fires of greed and war; 

His left paw in the Mudra of Comradely Display- indicating 
that all creatures have the full right to live to their limits 
and that deer, rabbits, chipmunks, snakes, dandelions, 
and lizards all grow in the realm of the Dharma; 

Wearing the blue work overalls symbolic of slaves and 
laborers, the countless men oppressed by a civilization 
that claims to save but only destroys; 

With a halo of smoke and flame behind, the forest fires 
of the kali-yuga, fires caused by the stupidity of those 
who think things can be gained and lost whereas in truth all 
is contained vast and free in the Blue Sky and Green Earth 
of One Mind. 

Round-bellied to show his kind nature and that the great 
earth has food enough for everyone who loves her and trusts 
her; 


TYampling underfoot wasteful freeways and ncHlh's.s 
suburbs; smashing the worms of capitalism and totalitarianism; 

Indicating the Task: his followers, becoming free of cars, 
houses, canned food, universities, and shoes, master the 1 
Three Mysteries of their own Body, Speech, and Mind: and 
fearlessly chon down the rotten trees and prune out the 
sick limbs of this country America and then bum the leftover 
trash. 

Wrathful but Calm, Austere but Comic, Smokey the Bear will 
illuminate those who would help him; but for those who would 
hinder or slander him, 

HE WILL PUT THEM OUT. 

Thus his great Mantra: 

Namah samanta vajranam chanda maharoshana 
Sphataya hum traka ham mam 

“I DEDICATE MYSELF TO THE UNIVERSAL DIAMOND 
BE THIS RAGING FURY DESTROYED" 

And he willl protect those who love woods and rivers, 

Gods and animals, hobos and madmen, prisoners and sick 
people, musicians, playful women, and hopeful children: 

And if anyone is threatened by advertising, air pollution, 
or the police, they should chant SMQKEY THE BEAR'S 
WAR SPELL: 

DROWN THEIR BUTTS 
CRUSH THEIR BUTTS 
DROWN THEIR BUTTS 
CRUSH THEIR BUTTS 

And SMOKEY THE BEAR willsurely appear tOjpui the 
enemy out with his v^jra-shovel. 

Now those who recite this Sutra and then try to put it in 
practice will accumulate merit as countless as the sands 
of Arizona and Nevada. 

Will help savelhe planet Earth from total oil slick. 

Will enter the age of harmony of man and nature, 

Will win the tender love and caresses of men, women, and 
beasts 

Will always have ripe blackberries to eat and a sunny spot 
under a pine tree to sit at, 

AND IN THE END WILL WIN HIGHEST PERFECT 
ENLIGHTENMENT. 


thus we have heard. 


(may be reproduced free forever) 

GARY SNYDER 


ED ABBEY TO EARTH FIRST! 


“It was a helluva show,” said 
one unidentified Utahan head- 
ing home in the rain after the 
August 14 Earth First! Festival 
in Salt Lake City. And indeed it 
was. Diverse. But one helluva 
show. 

The crowd of 300 at the Utah 
State Fairgrounds was less than 
had been hoped for, but the 
turn-out did not dull the aud- 
ience or the performers. Music- 
ians for the 8-hour long show 
were folksinger “Wobblie” Bob 
Phillips from Moab, rock’n’rol- 
lers Maggie Beers and Friends, 
Tophat, Liz Draper and the LZ5, 
country singer Hardin Davis, 
and, of course, Johnny Sage- 
brush and the Wild Goose Band. 
Poets included Art Goodtimes 
of Telluride, Jose, Simon Ortiz 
from New Mexico, and Pulitzer 
Prize-winner Gary Snyder. The 
speakers were rancher Cecil 
Garland, Ken ‘Seldom-Seen 
Smith’ Sleight, and master of 
ceremonies Dave Foreman. 

Although swelling afternoon 
thunderheads over the Wasatch 
Mountains may have kept some 
people away, they provided the 
high points of the festival. As 
Simon Ortiz was giving an 
Acoma Pueblo prayer to thun- 
der, the huge black cloud rear- 
ing behind him happily obliged. 
When darkness fell, so did the 
rain. The audience scurried into 
a shed for protection just before 
Gary Snyder was scheduled. 
But a lantern was found and 
Gary read his poetry and spoke 
of re-inhabitation and deep 
ecology in its warming glow to 
the crowded but hushed group 
remaining. 

Special thanks go to the mus- 
icians, speakers and poets for 
their appearances (all gratis); 
the stage-crew and other roust- 
abouts; t-shirt sellers and ticket 
takers; go-fers and all the rest. 
And to Mike Roselle and Marc 
Brown for a month’s solid work 
to plan, promote and organize 
the Festival. 

For those of you who weren’t 
able to make it, we share here 
with you 

Gary Snyder’s Smokey The Bear 
Sutra, and Ed Abbey’s greet- 
ings from Desolation Canyon. 
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The undersigned deeply re- 
grets that he cannot be here in 
the flesh — or what there is left 
of it. Pressing moral obligations 
and inescapable spiritual dut- 
ies require my physical pre- 
sence elsewhere — in this case, 
floating down a river with some 
old cronies and a few dozen 
cases of beer in some godawful 
place called Desolation Canyon, 
Utah. Rejoice that you are here 
instead, under the blazing sun 
(or the drenching rain) of the 
fairgrounds in Salt Lake City, 
Shithead Capital of the Inter- 
Mountain West. Although my 
feet, head, belly, etc., are out 
yonder, my heart is here with 
all of you posie-sniffers, toad- 
stool worshippers, eco-freaks, 
earth-lovers, anti-nuke hard- 
heads, environmental blowflies, 
FBI agents, innocent onlookers, 
Mothers for Peace and Winos 
for Ecology. You are the new 
salt of the Earth. 

I am with you in spirit, what- 
ever that means. And it does 
mean something. It means first 
of all that I wish to salute and 
honor everyone who took part 
in the recent EF! road-blocking 
operations in the Kalmiopsis 
wilderness of Oregon. You are 
heroines and heroes and no 
praise for your courage, daring, 
resolute will and irrespressible 
good-will can even come close 
to expressing the admiration 
that we feel. I would like to 
name names, read the entire 
roll of honor, and if it were not 
for fear of overlooking some- 
body, I would do so. But you 
know who you are, and your 
pride in what you have accom- 
plished should fill your hearts 
with a golden glowing for the 
rest of your lives. 

It is not enough to write let- 


ters to Congressmen, deliver 
sermons, make speeches, or 
write books. The West that we 
love is under violent attack; the 
earth that sustains us is being 
destroyed. Words alone will not 
save our country or ourselves. 
We need more heroes and more 
heroines — about a million of 
them. One brave deed, perfor- 
med in an honorable manner 
and for a life-defending cause, 
is worth a thousand books. At 
some point we must draw a line 
across the ground of our home 
and our being and say to the 
bulldozers, the earth-movers, 
the government and the corpor- 
ations, thus far and no farther. 
If we do not we shall feel, in- 
stead of pride, the regret of 
Thoreau, that good but overly- 
bookish man, who wrote, near 
the end of his life, “If I repent of 
anything, it is likely to be my 
good behavior. What demon 
possessed me that I behaved so 
well?” 

Yes, we must continue to talk 
with one another and with our 
fellow citizens. We must con- 
tinue to take part in political 
action, to reason with our adver- 
saries, to think and meditate 
and develop a philosophy that 
gives moral justification to what 
we believe. But at some point 
we must also be prepared to 
put our bodies on the line. 
Philosophy without action is 
the ruin of the soul. 

We must stand up, speak out, 
talk back - and when neces- 
sary, fight back. The great 
powers, raged against us — 
industrial, governmental, mil- 
itary - may seem omnipotent. 
But they are not. If enough of 
us resist, strong enough and for 
long enough, the huge concrete 
wall of the Corporate State will 


begin to crack. Its dams are 
already beginning to crack - 
the very bedrock beneath them 
is crumbling - and someday 
soon, if the river of the water of 
life continues to flow, the state’s 
dams will go down like dominos. 

Concrete and asphalt and iron 
are heavy, oh, so terribly mas- 
sive and heavy — but water is 
stronger, grass is stronger. So 
long as the light of the sun con- 
tinues to shine, the green tough 
grass of life will continue to 
grow and to break through the 
dead heavy static oppressive 
barriers of the industrial prison- 
house. If we ate on the side of 
life then life is on our side. And 
if we are wrong we might as 
well get down on our knees and 
crawl into our little separate 
cells in the Beehive Society of 
the Technological Superstars. 
But we are not wrong; the grass 
will overcome the cement. The 
continuity is all. 

Meanwhile, a final homily: 
Let’s keep our bodie&strong and 
enjoy the world. Eat more crun- 
chy granola. Climb those moun- 
tains, run those rivers, explore 
those forests, investigate those - 
deserts, love the sun and the 
moon afod the stars and we will 
outlive our enemies, we will piss 
on their graves, and we will love 
and nurture and who knows — 
even marry their children. 

Turn on, tune in, take over. 
Let’s keep our minds, our sen- 
ses and our common sense 
strong also. Who’s in charge 
here? We’re all in charge: every 
man his own guru, every woman 
her own gurette. Who is our 
leader? We are all leaders. What 
is our program? Earth first and 
life first; power and profits and 
domination - last. 

I thank you, partners. 
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Bailey (cont) 

with few exceptions, all public 
forests not designated as wil- 
derness are being scheduled for 
logging, even in areas under 
designations such as National 
Recreation Areas. In view of the 
fact that our public land mana- 
gers seem to have abandoned 
foresight, and forgotten the 
principles of multiple use, and 
their agencies have become 
agencies motivated almost sin- 
gularly by politics, we have 
designed a wilderness proposal 
which seeks to pursue the true 
intent of public lands: To pre- 
serve a land base which will 
provide sustained yield and cre- 
ate a balance against privately- 


owned lands which are man- 
aged for resource consumption 
to provide for the needs of our 
economy. 

Our proposal would desig- 
nate half of Oregon’s public 
forestlands as wilderness while 
allowing the other half to be 
used for resource consumption 
and developed recreation. 
There will never be expert testi- 
mony on an exact amount of 
wilderness that will be pru- 
dent, or sufficient. This will be 
determined by our judgement, 
as citizens and legislators. In 
our judgement, allocating half 
of these lands for wildlife and 
the multiple uses wilderness 
provides is a fair compromise. 

Those who oppose wilder- 


ness designations, or favor only 
relatively small tracts for pro- 
tection, such as HR 1 1 49 would 
do, are supporting the notion 
that man should dominate and 
attempt to control nature. But 
protecting only a small part of 
the available small islands of 
Oregon’s wild landscape in its 
natural condition is not suffi- 
cient to allow natural forces to 
reestablish and maintain the 
ecological character that is our 
very life support system. We 
need to protect entire ecosys- 
tems, total ranges of habitat, 
and complete watersheds, not 
just token recreation areas. 
Therefore, we strongly but re- 
spectfully propose that all road- 
less a peas on public forestlands 


in Oregon be immediately desig- 
nated wilderness areas, and that 
wilderness recovery zones be 
established in some of the pre- 
viously logged and roaded areas, 
as indicated on our maps. This 
is necessary to allow rejuvina- 
tion of our forest-based eco- 
systems, given the pitifully min- 
ute and bisected nature of Ore- 
gon roadless areas. We want to 
see the wolf and the grizzly back 
in Oregon, but we never will if 
we are satisfied with asking only 
for protection of the frayed road- 
less remnants that the Forest 
Service has thus far overlooked 
in its zeal to consume our forest 
heritage. 

The concern put forth by 
those in opposition to wilder- 
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THE 1984 WESTERN WILDERNESS CALENDAR 



The award-winning color calendar celebrating the 
beauty of America’s Western Wilderness through the 
words and visions of famous authors and photo- 
graphers. The third Western Wilderness Calendar 
blends the writings of twelve outstanding western 
authors with the unique work of contemporary 
photographers. This combination has distinguished 
the Western Wilderness Calendar as the most original 
and sought after in the marketplace over the last two 
years. Authors include Edward Abbey, Barry Lopez, 
Wallace Stegner, Gary Snyder, Hunter S. Thompson, 
Bernard DeVoto and Aldo Leopold - each with a 
month dedicated to their work. Also included are two 
enigmatic authors deserving of more recognition, 

B. Traven & Everett Ruess. Photographers include 
Philip Hyde, Fred Hirschmann, John Telford 
and Tom Till. 
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A twelve month radical environ- 
mentalists' calendar featuring drawings 
and graphics from contemporary 
artists celebrating non-violent direct 
action in defense of Mother Earth. It 
includes an extensive listing of 
environmental facts and data unavai- 
lable elsewhere. Proceeds go to fund 
the important work of Earth First! in 
its fight to save (and reclaim) a 
remnant of our natural heritage from 
the corporate enemy. 

26 pages, 8'/ 2 x 11, $5.00 ‘ 
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ness areas is jobs, which is most 
certainly something to be con- 
cerned about. But in this case, 
it seems to be merely a stra- 
tegic issue with which to emo- 
tionally rally the working 
people against wilderness. The 
industry lobby is actively (and 
erroneously) advertising mas- 
sive job losses because of wil- 
derness designations: Threat- 
ening people into believing their 
livelihood is endangered. Yet we 
find the same boards of direc- 
tors in those industries mis- 
managing their private 
holdings, exporting raw logs, 
automating their mills and shut- 
ting down mills because of over- 
cutting, all of which cost more 
jobs than almost any amount of 
wilderness ever could. It is also 
intriguing that those industry 
wilderness opponents, who 
actively advertise the “trees 
are our renewable resource” 
concept, insist that we must cut 
the last of our unprotected wil- 
derness. Is this because there is 
nothing else left to cut? We have 
an obvious contradiction here. 
Let it suffice to say that we sim- 
ply cannot buy the theory that 
nature created just enough for- 
ests so that only if we cut them 
all can we maintain a sustained 
yield of timber. There is 
obviously some other motiva- 
tion behind this anti-wilderness 
campaign; probably profit 
margin. 

But if indeed trees in Oregon 
are being mined, not harvested, 
the urgency of protecting what 
remains is multiplied, lest we 
selfishly dispose of all of our 
forests : Their wood fibre poten- 
tial, their watersheds, their 
habitat, their genetic diversity 
and their grandeur, and leave 
our environment, and our eco- 
nomy iri shambles. 

Regarding the jobs issue, 
Earth First! recommends that 
our public forests be managed 
labor intensively: That there 
should be specific labor require- 
ments for every million board 
feet cut, that no unmilled lum- 
ber be exported from public or 
private forests, that only small 
locally-owned companies with- 
out large land holdings be 
allowed to bid on federal tim- 
ber. If these guidelines are 
established legislatively, we can 
destroy the myth that wood 
products jobs and wilderness 
preserves cannot coexist. But 
the mistake made in the begin- 
ning, which we must seek to 
amend, is that growth-oriented 
industrialists attempted to 
manipulate the timber resource 
to conform to desired short- 
term production instead of 
tailoring production and the 
growth of the economy to the 
long-term capabilities of the 
resource. 

In this debate, we must keep 
in mind that economics is only 
a human j us tification for human 
actions. It is our feeling that 
wildlife and trees have standing 
also, or should have. We are 
doing our best to speak for them. 
Yet in either human or “wild” 
terms, Oregon is tainted. There 
are no designated or defacto wil- 
dernesses here where one is 
free from the sight of smog and 
clearcuts, or the sounds of auto- 
mobiles and aircraft. In many, 
there is a risk of ingesting toxic 
chemicals from the water. Acid 
rain threatens some, and all 
have lost much of their native 
species of wildlife. There is lit- 
tle or no true wilderness left in 
Oregon. The last of the remnants 
are impaired by civilization, 
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which can be felt, smelt, viewed, 
tasted, heard and sensed in all 
of them. 

To unselfishly suggest, in this 
human dominated atmosphere, 
that at least one of the reigns be 
returned to nature in the form 
of generous wilderness preser- 
ves, is not unreasonable. Our 
proposal would preserve 13% of 
the state land area of Oregon, 
and about half of our public 
forestlands in a natural condi- 
tion (or a status which would 
allow natural forces to restore 
natural conditions). Only those 
who would uphold that main- 
taining the social comfort of 
man at any cost is the utmost 
purpose in this world would feel 
that that is extreme. Extrem- 
ism is more obviously exhibited 
by those who have shamelessly 
come forth proclaiming that wil- 
derness is a waste of land be- 
cause they cannot make money 
off it. 

Our task today should not be 
to perpetrate the continued 
consumption of the very fabric 
of the Earth without restraint, 
but to amend our past mistakes, 
made in our position of technol- 
ogical prowess, and to begin 
living with the Earth as if tomor- 
row mattered, and realizing that 
there is more to the scheme of 
life than the devices of man. In 
this spirit, wilderness designa- 
tion is freedom for the land, and 
for life forms other than man, 
and is an unselfish gesture in a 
measure of human justice; that 
we could show respect for, and 
acknowledge kinship with nat- 
ure by admitting that there is 
value in things that do not direc- 
tly bring us material profit, and 
that there might be things in 
this world equally as important 
and complex as ourselves. 

The beginning of the pursuit 
of those principles, for us to 
guarantee freedom for nature, 
from ourselves, rests in gener- 
ous wilderness designations. So 
before any decision is made 
regarding this critical legisla- 
tion, the decision makers should 
give serious thought to the true 
meaning of freedom: Liberty 
and Justice for all, as it were. 
For if there is no place one can 
go to be free from the stressful 
nature of society, if the wild 
creatures cannot be allowed to 
live in their naturally intended 
habitat, if there is no place 
where nature maintains a 
stronghold from the constraints 
and demands of man, freedom 
cannot survive. 

The maps I have provided 
show the major wilderness 
areas proposed by Earth First! 
for the Senate version of the 
Oregon Wilderness Bill. Our pro- 
posal also recommends wilder- 
ness designation for all road- 
less areas on USFS land over 
5,000 acres in size (and all road- 
less lands of any size adjacent 
to existing wilderness), and in- 
cludes all areas, whether or not 
they were inventoried in RARE 
II. 

In cases where state and pri- 
vate lands are included in 
wilderness proposals, land 
exchanges are recommended to 
be undertaken on a negotiable 
basis for state and industry- 
owned lands, while individual 
owners will either be paid the 
fair market value of their land, 
or will remain the owners of the 
land, and allowed to dwell there 
provided they abide by the 
guidelines established under 
the Wilderness Act; with the 
exception of the clause in the 
preamble which states, “Where 


GLOBAL TOMORROW 

by Ronnie Hawkins 


I’m happy to report that Earth “an attack on the moral foun- 

First! was represented at the dations of the United States.” 
Global Tomorrow' Coalition Recognition of our part in the 
Conference that took place June destruction of ecosystems and 
2 & 3 in Washington, D.C. Mem- assumption of responsibility for 

bers of 65 other organizations modification of our future ac- 
were there as well, ostensibly tions, in other words, would be 

to confront the global problems an admission of guilt that we 

outlined in the Global 2000 must seek to avoid at any cost, 
Report to the President commis- including outright denial of bio- 

sioned under Jimmy Carter and logical reality. Singer’s smug 

published in 1 980. A computer veneer admitted a crack or two, 

projection based on data avail- however, when a certain mem- 
able in the late seventies, the ber of the audience (I must 
report predicts that, if present admit it was the Earth First! 
trends continue, Earth in the delegate) met him on his chosen 

year 2000 will be characterized ground of righteousness: when 

by a human population of over asked how our forcing of so 

6 billion, extinction of about many of God’s other creatures 

20% of presently living species, into extinction could possibly 

steadily expanding deforest- be morally justified, he was visi- 

ation and desertification, in- bly taken aback for a moment, 

creasing chemical pollution, to the crowd’s delight, stammer- 

dwindling nonrenewable ing something about Man hav- 

energy sources and an ever- ing created other forms of life 

widening gap between rich and (which he may actually be- 

poor nations. The report is a lieve!) before retreating into the 

prophesy of doom, however, “standard Judeo-Christian be- 

rmly if present trends continue, lief’ in homocentricity. 

and my reason for attending the Up to 4H hours of conference 

conference was to see to it that time had been set aside for work- 

they do not. shops, which spanned such 

Jimmy Carter delivered the topics as population, biological 

keynote speech, outlining the diversity, oceans, acid rain and 

pressing concerns and rebuk- the nuclear threat, all running 

ing, rather moderately, I concurrently. Since I tend to 

thought, the present adminis- take the ongoing destruction of 

tration’s undeniable with- the tropical rainforests quite 

drawal from a position of leader- personally, I had been looking 

ship on global issues. He was forward to the biological diver- 

followed by a panel that in- sity workshop as the drawing 

eluded two representatives of card of the conference, a chance 

the Reagan point of view, of to begin some effective effort 

whom Max Singer was the more toward stopping this needless 

noteworthy. Like his collea- desecration. I was to come away 

gues Julian Simon and Herman disappointed, however, since 

Kahn, who contributed to a the agenda had already been 

recent Heritage Foundation programmed into a tedious reit- 

study that attempts to deny eration of the same lukewarm 

both the Global 2000’s findings suggestions that have proven 

and its premise that we should so nonproductive in the past. I 

look that far ahead, Singer managed only one brief glance 

doesn’t think there’s anything into another workshop, just in 

wrong with our present course. time to hear the Oceans com- 

He proceeded to pile one pre- mittee deciding how much of 

posterous statement on top of Antarctica to sacrifice to oil 

another, asserting, for instance, spills and how much krill to 

that present methods of agricul- steal from the whales; I decided 

ture can feed at least 30 billion I wasn’t missing a thing, 

people, who will all grow pro- To be fair, a few reasonable 
gressively richer rather than targets for legislative action 

poorer because humans “pro- were generated by the work- 
duce more than they consume.” shops. For instance, while there 

Waxing moralistic about the is no longer any significant dis- 
glory and sacredness of human agreement that cattle ranching 

life, he confided his belief that on cleared rainforest land is not 

ourincreasinglydestructiveim- sustainable for more than 5 to 
pact on the planet is simply a 10 years, the practice is still 
matter of making the welcome encouraged by the “incentives” 
“transition from the natural of inflationary land markets, tax 

world to a human world.” The write-offs and the like. It was 
crux of the matter was finally brought out that the planning 
revealed when he heralded “our of such “development projects” 

triumph is mass production and funded by the international 

mass consumption as well as banking community is virtually 

democracy,” and that any critic- mindless, directed as it is by 
ism of our wasteful lifestyle is mysterious market forces rather 

than by intelligent human 
beings. Of a staff of over 5,000 
man is a visitor who does not people, for example, the World 
remain.” Bank is said to have only 5 eco- 

We also recommend that logically trained individuals, of 
agency motorized and mechan- whom 3 are assigned to review 
ized equipment and vehicles be the 300 new projects arising 
allowed in wilderness recovery annually that carry an average 
zones for a period of two years, price tag of $260 million, 

exclusively for the purpose of . Those who still have faith 
removing structures (fences, hi a legislative solution to 
powerlines, pipelines, buildings, these problems are urged to 
etc.), reclaiming roads, and gen- request that the U.S. refrain 

eraily restoring a natural ap- from contributing to multilat- 
pearance. After two years, they era! development banks that 
will be fully closed to all motor continue to finance ecologi- 
vehicles under the guidelines cally damaging projects; ad- 
of the Wilderness Act. dress your letters to Senator 



Robert Kasten, Chairman conference statement was ap- 
Senate Appropriations Sub- proved following the panel, 
committee on Foreign Oper- basically calling for a rebuilding 
ations, U.S. Senate, Washing- of U.S. leadership on pressing 
ton, D.C. 20510; and to Rep. global concerns. Comments 
Clarence Long, Chairman from the floor were a strange 

House Appropriations Sub- mix of attention to details of 

committee on Foreign Opera- wording (one participant want- 

tions, and Rep. Jerry Patter- ed to strike “dangerous” from 
son, Chairman Subcommittee the context “... actions neces- 
on International Development sary to deflect these trends from 
Institutions and Finance, their dangerous course ...” to 
House Banking Committee, placate those who might call us 

U.S. House of Representa- doomsayers) and validation of 

fives, Washington, D.C. our reasons for being there. An 

20515. approach that seemed to gener- 

Those who no longer trust in ate the most energy in the crowd 

the legislative process may sim- spoke to the moral and spir- 

ply look forward to the day itual dimensions of the issues 

when the whole monstrosity at hand, perhaps being a novel 
collapses of its own weight, per- idea to those who’ve run the 

haps hastened along by the “ de- gamut with rationality to little 

veloping” nations developing avail. 

the smarts to default on their While I couldn’t help feeling 
loans, thus monkeywrenching frustrated that a strong rainfor- 
the global waste machine that est taskforce had failed to 
is presently destroying their materialize, I could see most of 
lands. the attendees were happy that 

The last session featured a the conference had happened 
panel addressed to “organizing at all, and to that extent so was 
for effective political action” I. It seems plain that we will not 

that was designed to, and did, be able to stop our destructive 
generate some audience enthus- actions on the planet until we 
iasm. Highlights included Rep. transcend the exploitative cul- 
Claudine Schneider (R-Rhode ture that gives rise to them. 
Island), who gave a rousing Before tackling that, however, 
speech about citizen initiative the many well-meaning people 
and getting involved ( she did - at the conference first will have 

and just look at her), and Ted to experience more personal 
Turner of Turner Broadcasting, empowerment, learning to trust 
the only business organization their gut feelings for land and 
belonging to the Coalition. One sea and sky and to separate the 
of the few capitalists who seem living reality from the distract- 

to know it’s not the numbers ing and confusing abstractions 
game that’s important but what that currently serve as false 
you do with it, Turner confided motivators in our society. I think 
he won’t be overly concerned if I saw signs of the beginning of 
he loses a million or two of the this empowerment, and I hope 
$6 million he just gave Jacques I was able to sow some seeds of 

Cousteau for a special on the it myself. 

Amazon. The freshly drafted - Ronnie Hawkins 
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THE 1984 
EARTH FIRST! 
CALENDAR 


Bigger and better than ever, 
the 1984 Earth First! Calendar 
is hot off the press. Illustrated 
by artists John Zaelit, Roger 
Candee, Lone Wolf Circles, Jim 
Stiles, Jose and Bill Turk with 
art that is powerful and some- 
times outrageous, the ‘84 cal- 
endar features 900 different 
notations of environmental, ra- 
dical, natural disaster, meteor- 
ological and offbeat dates that 
you won’t find anywhere else. 
Over 50 ecological and liber- 
tarian quotes spice the months 
as well. The designation dates of 
all US Wilderness Areas, Wild 
Rivers, National Parks & Monu- 
ments and the original US 
Forest Service Primitive Areas 
are noted. A special bonus is the 
inclusion of actual dates of the 
Luddite uprising in England in 
the early 1800’s. All proceeds 
from the sale of the 1984 Earth 
First! Calendar go to fund our 
work. The calendar is $5 (add 
another buck for postage). Con- 
tact us also about wholesale 
orders. Nineteen Eighty Four. 
It’s later than you think. 


Please add $1 for postage and 
handling. 


USGS TOPO 


MAPS 


The U.S. Geological Survey 
sells you their topo maps for $2 
and most private dealers charge 
$3 or more. Earth First! sells 
them to you for only $1.75! To 
order, simply send us a list of 
maps you want (in alphabetical 
order by state specifying 7Vfe or 
15-minute quads) with a check 
to “Earth First!” at $1.75 each. 
Be sure to use the correct USGS 
name and scale for your maps. 
Maps will be shipped directly 
to you by USGS and you should 
receive them about 2 weeks 
from the time you send your 
order to us. Contact the USGS 
for state indexes (or EF!). OR- 
DER MAPS FROM EARTH 
FIRST! 230 WEST 7th AVE- 
NUE, CHICO, CA 95926. Write 
us for a complete price list on 
special USGS maps. 


The back cover of this issue of 
EF! is one of the il- 

lustrations of the 1984 Earth 
First! Calendar. 


Advertise in Earth First! 

Reach thousands of refined 
minds with your slick Madison 
Avenue message in our high- 
tone, sophisticated publication. 
Rates are as follow: 

Full Page $90 

Half Page $60 

Fifth page $30 

Tenth Page $15 

Column Inch $4 

Columns are two inches wide. 

Page fractions may be done any 
way geometrically possible. All 
prices are for camera-ready copy. 
Classified ads are available for 
10<P a word ($2.50 minimum). 


JUST $1.75 
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, t SPECIAL "lON-M/*., 


Gulf of Maine Books, an in- 
dependent alternative book- 
store, offers free mail order 
lists including bioregional 
titles, shamanism and con- 
temporary Native American 
poetry and prose. Special 
requests welcome. Books are 
Weapons. Gulf of Maine, 61 
Main St., Brunswick, Maine 
04011. 


S,Sr fP HEALTHY 


Send $1.00 for ION-MIN sample. 


ION-MIN, a special mineral rich mont morillonite 
desert clay, is a sacred healing substance of Native 
Americans and others. Its negative ions help remove 
oositivelv-charged toxins from the bodv 

ION-MIN can be used as a masque or a toothpaste, and for 
conditions such as: 

• acne or other skin problems • diaper rash 
e bites, bolls, bums or blisters • hemmorhoids 
• Indigestion and much morel 
For Information call Nancy (619) 468-3871 

Or write: P.O., Box 836, Lb Jolla, CA 92037 
or 4 5.00 W o r 1 \b - 


Howie Wolke’s 

WILD HORIZONS 
EXPEDITIONS 

Guided, Wilderness 
Backpacking 
Emphasis on small groups and 
adventure in endangered 
roadless areas: NW Wyoming 
and elsewhere in the West, 

Free Grochure: 

Box 2348, Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-5343 
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Look at your mailing label. If 
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your last issue unless you re- 
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scribed during the last month, 
please disregard any red 
mark. 
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TREE HUGGERS SAVE REDWOODS 



Sinkyone Coast - the Sally Bell Grove is in upper left. Note surrounding logging devastation. 
Photo by David Cross. 


by Mike Roselle 

Earth Firstler Mike Roselle has 
spent September and October in the 
Sinkyone area of Humboldt and 
Mendocino counties on the north- 
ern California coast helping local 
environmental activists in the 
Sinkyone Council and EPIC pre- 
pare for direct action against 
Georgia-Pacific plans to log the old- 
growth Redwood “ Sally Bell Grove. ” 
For background infortnation on the 
Sinkyone issue, see the Sept . 23, 
1983 issue of Earth First! The 
following is Roselle’s firsthand 
report on the successful Sinkyone 
Blockade. 

On Thursday, October 6, word 
reached Garberville and the sur- 
rounding communities that the 
Sally Bell Grove on the Sinkyone 
Coast was being cut by Georgia- 
Pacific, apparently in order to 
undermine a lawsuit that had just 
been filed'by the local Environmen- 
tal Protection and Information 
Center (EPIC). Activists in the area, 
however, had been anticipating this 
vindictive move by the multinat- 
ional timber giant and observers 
had been placed in the Grove to 
alert citizens who were standing 
by. The word began to travel Thurs- 
day morning and by noon people 
were preparing to act. The message 


was passed by word of mouth, tel- 
ephone, radio, the marquee of the 
local movie theater and countless 
leaflets on bulletin boards through- 
out the rural community. By late 
afternoon affinity groups were 
meeting and people were mobiliz- 
ing and moving towards the Sally 
Bell Grove down the Usal Road. 
Although it was too late to stop the 
logging on Thursday, by nightfall 
40 people were camping on Georgia- 
Pacific land and preparing to occupy 
the Grove the following morning. 
Others were on their way for the 
morning sunrise ceremony that was 
to take place near the Sinkyone 
Indian archaeological site at the top 
of the Grove. 

The morning sun on Friday, 
October 7, found over 50 people 
sitting in silent meditation beneath 
continued on page 4 
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FOREST WILDERNESS 
CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED 


KILL THE BILLS 

In response to the “Kill the Bills” 
editorial in the Mabon issue of 
Earth First!, action has begun 
against the sell-out, compromised 
“wilderness” bills being considered 
for many of the Western states. A 
letter from Earth First! urging the 
defeat of the bad bills was sent 
September 21 to 70 grassroots con- 
servation leaders and Sierra club, 
TWS, FOE and Audubon staff mem- 
bers nationwide. Soon afterwards, 
a group of Oregon EFIers visited 
the Oregon Natural Resources 
Council office to urge them to kill 
the Oregon RARE II bill before 
Senator Mark Hatfield could further 
weaken the already weak bill. In 
Idaho, Howie Wolke and others dis- 
rupted an Idaho Conservation 
League press conference and de- 
nounced their pitiful 2.9 million acre 
Idaho wilderness proposal as a gross 
sellout (EF! has proposed 7.3 mil- 
lion acres in Idaho and that is being 
substantially enlarged). 

Abroad grassroots campaign has 
begun against the atrocious cuts 
being made in Phil Burton’s House- 
passed California wilderness bill by 
Senator Pete Wilsoa 

continued on page 4 


NATIONAL FORESTS 

In a September 21 letter sent to 
every National Forest Supervisor 
in the country (except New Mexico 
and Colorado), Earth First! urged 
the Forest Service to abide by US 
District Judge James A. Redden’s 
decision holding the RARE II EIS 
insufficient. Redden enjoined the 
Siskiyou National Forest in Oregon 
from construction of the Bald 
Mountain Road or other develop- 
ment activities in the North 
Kalmiopsis Roadless Area because 
the Forest Service had not ade- 
quately considered the wilderness 
values of the area in RARE II. (See 
cover story in Mabon Edition of 
EF!) 

The letter from Earth First! urged 
the Forest Supervisors to refrain 
fromjiny development activities in 
RARE II areas on their National 
Forests (letters were not sent to 
Forests in Colorado and New Mexico 
where “compromise” wilderness 
bills declaring RARE II “sufficient” 
in those states became law in 1980). 
Earth First! also requested full 
information on any roadless area 
development projects if the Forest 
Supervisor planned to go ahead 
. with such. Earth First! will consider 

continued on page 4 



Photo by Rich Wamick 


Dark Canyon. One of the few areas included in the Utah Wilderness Bill. 
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Around the Campfire 




This issue of Earth First! marks 
the third anniversary of our paper. 
We celebrate that milestone in this 
issue with a photo essay on the 
First Three Years of Earth First!. 
I’m sure there are some who are 
surprised — and disappointed - that 
we made it this far. There are others 
who are certainly surprised - and 
possibly concerned - that we have 
accomplished anything. But we 
have. At Bald Mountain we made 
conservation history. Let us remem- 
ber, though, that Bald Mountain is 
only Bunker Hill. There is much yet 
to be done. And Earth First! with 
ethics, vision, passion and courage 
will do it or go down fighting. 

The struggle for wilderness and 
natural diversity is never over, it is 
never easy. Any gain we make is 
because of our superior energy and 
perseverance. The battle never 
slackens, it only quickens. At the 
end of our photo essay on the first 
three years of Earth First!, we list 
some of t he issues we will be facing 
in the year to come. There will be 
others as well. Bald Mountain, as 
did Salt Creek, lept on us with little 
warning. There will always be un- 
expected bludgeons in the night. 
We must be prepared. 

The harsh reality of the situation 
is that we need more money to be 
strong and flexible is combating 
these threats to the wild. The lead- 


ing revenue source for the Earth 
First! movement is subscription 
money to this newspaper. That is 
one reason we are launching a major 
subscription drive. The other 
reason is to reach more no-compro- 
mise Earth lovers. We need your 
help. Please read the article on the 
GREAT EARTH FIRST! SUBSCRIP- 
TION CAMPAIGN and then help us 
double our paid circulation. 

Our second major supply of coin- 
age is the sale of Earth First! t-shirts, 
calendars and other snake oil and 
trinkets. They make great Winter 
Solstice Presents and now is the 
time to buy. Check our back pages 
for our annual high-pressure, sleazy 
hype on buying our stuff. 

One year ago the battle was for 
the Salt Creek Wilderness on the 
wind-swept Llano Estacado of 
New Mexico. Marcy Willow hearkens 


back to the olde English epic poem 
“Chevy Chase” to celebrate that 
fight. The battle right now is in the 
misty Redwood forest of Northern 
California’s Sinkyone. Mike Roselle 
brings us a report from the front 
there. 

As has been said too many times, 
the most important environmental 
battle now is the preservation of 
the tropical rainforest. It’s been said 
too many times because it has been 
said without any action. Mike 
Roselle in his article on “Burgers & 
Rainforests” points out that the 
main threat to the Central American 
Rainforest is the clearing of it to 
produce beef - often for fast food 
burgerstands in the United States. 
Dealing with this problem is becom- 
ing a major issue for Earth First!. 
Our goal will be to encourage Con- 
gress to ban t he import of beef from 
cleared rainforest. We are now 
developing an action plan. If you 
would like to be involved in strate- 
gizing on that, get in touch with me 
soon. 

I had hoped to reprint the Road 
Spiking article from a year ago with 
photos in this issue but was unable 
to get it done in time. It wiirappear 
in the Yule issue. ‘Til then - enjoy 
the rain and snow and cold. The ice 
may save us from our folly. 

CLIPPINGS 

Please send any newspa- 
per clippings mentioning 
Earth First! or subjects of 
interest to us at 230 W. 7th 
Ave., Chico, CA 95926. 
Thank you! 
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EDITORIAL 

REMEMBER 

WATT 

The news of Jim Watt’s 
resignation comes as a double 
disappointment. Watt was evil, yes. 
He looked upon the land, wilder- 
ness, other species, oceans, air, and 
rivers merely as “resources” to be 
used by industry. He tried to give 
away these “resources” to corporate 
America. He posed as a Christian 
but was the penultimate Materialist.. 
He was mean and nasty. But, 
goddamnit, he was tough. He 
believed in what he was doing. His 
morals were all wrong but at least 
he had morals. 

Now, however, he’s just a Quitter. 
He couldn’t hack it when the going 
got tough. He gave up. He bowed to 
political expediency instead of stay- 
ing true to his principles. He’s 
become like all the other little men 
and women who fill the political 
arena. Yeah, it’s fun to laugh at Jim 
Watt now that he’s a broken man. 
But it’s sad, too. Integrity - even 
evil integrity is too rare a commo- 
dity in this America. 

Nonetheless, the real disappoint- 
ment in Watt’s resignation is that 
he was the best campaigner for the 
Anybody But Reagan in ’84 party. 
Watt was a severe liability to the 
re-election of Ronald Reagan. At this 
writing, I don’t know who will be 
picked to replace Watt but it will 
mean no change in substance - 
only in style. 

Watt - like Gorsuch — merely 
carried out Ronald Reagan’s poli- 
cies. He served as an effective 
lightning rod to deflect opposition 
away from Reagan. The policies we 
have seen at Interior will continue. 

Watt is a stinking, rotting corpse 
of an Albatross around Ronald 
Reagan’s neck. Ronnie is trying to 
cut that dead bird away and drop 
him in the sea. It is our job as 
environmentalists to make sure that 
the dead Watt bird remains around 
Reagan’s neck. The Great Coal Leas- 
ing Ripoff? It’s Reagan’s. Opening 
up Wildlife Refuges & Wilderness 
Areas to oil & gas leasing? It’s 
Reagan’s. Massive off-shore oil leas- 
ing? It’s Reagan’s. Selling off the 
public lands? It’s Reagan’s. The 
weakening of new National Parks 
in Alaska? It’s Reagan’s. The BLM 
Watt Droppings? They’re the Reagan 
Droppings. 

The most stirring political slogans 
of American history have been of 
remembrance. Remember the 
Alamo. Remember the Maine. Re- 
member Pearl Harbor. 

Let’s not forget Jim Watt. Let’s 
not forget Ann Gorsuch. Let’s knot 
them around Ronald Reagan’s neck 
so he’ll never be free of their stench. 
Because the real stinker is Ronald 
Reagan himself. 

Remember Gorsuch. Remember 
Watt. Remember Ronald Reagan. 
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Letters to the editor are 
encouraged. Lengthy letters 
may be edited for space 
requirements. Letters should 
be typed or carefully printed 
and double-spaced, using only 
one side of a sheet of paper. 
Be sure to indicate if you wish 
your name and location to 
appear or if you wish to 
remain anonymous. Send to 
230 West 7th Avenue, Chico, 
CA 95926 

Dear EF! 

When the Ned Ludd column 
printed an article about $82,000 of 
logging equipment burned in Ore- 
gon, you didn’t point out that the 
guy who owned the equipment 
didn’t do the spraying. He was doing 
salvage work on contract. The 
vandalism to his loader could have 
seriously injured the operator or 
one of the family members on the 
crew. Folks around here generally 
think that this was a lowdown, slimy 
deed that got more publicity than it 
deserved. Probably set the anti- 
spray movement back a couple of 
years. Do your readers a favor and 
don’t make a mean, ass-backward 
act of vandalism into a heroic act of 
ecotage. 

— Summit, Oregon 

(Editor’s note: Goodpoint. One of 
the worst things anyone can do in 
defending the wild is to be irre- 
sponsible in selecting a target. We 
received our information on the 
incident from the Forest Service’s 
Daily News Digest.) 

Dear EF! 

No doubt many were appalled at 
Chim Blea’s “Cat Tracks” (Lughna- 
sad Edition) relative to population 
control. There is no question that 
this column advocated strong, radi- 
cal measures towards this end, 
radical to even some EFIers, I’m 
sure. But once one gets past the 
shock value of some of what Chim 
Blea writes, there is this thread of 
undeniable truth that runs through 
all of it: all of our “environmental” 
issues are directly or indirectly tied 
to the fact that there are more and 
more of us. Assuming that people, 
particularily in the US of A, are not 
going to settle for what they per- 
ceive as “less” in the way of goods 
and services and comforts (unless 
forced), more people means more 
housing, roads, water, heat, light, 
fuel for transportation, etc., etc., etc. 
This is not an idealistic way of 
looking at things - indeed, it is 
unfortunately all too realistic. Any 
given project is only symptomatic 
of the larger problem: as long as 
there is a perceived need for all of 
this crap, which will be as long as 
we increase our numbers, the 
demands on this fine planet will 
continue to increase, too. 

— Denver 

Dear EF! 

Enclosed is an article from our 
local Sierra Club Group newsletter 
about the Bald Mountain Blockade 
and lawsuit. Not one mention of 
Earth First! in it! I can’t believe it! 

— Portland 

(Ed. note: We've received several 
similar complaints from around 
the country. ) 


Dear E.F.! 

I’ve got to respond to Will Small’s 
letter in the Mabon Edition, first on 
the light note. Mr. Small has not had 
a “revelation” about birth control- 
the Catholics have been using it for 
ages. It is called the rhythm method. 
Do you know what they call those 
who rely on it? Pregnant. 

On a more serious note, I’d like to 
add to the dialogue Chim Blea 
started with her excellent commen- 
tary. The philosophy that binds our 
movement together is Earth First!, 
not humans first. Earth, to me, 
signifies everything that is not, or is 
not produced by, humans. 

Here is a little information that 
would make realtors shudder but 
should be considered by everyone 
professing a love of the earth: There 
are 4.7 billion people on this planet 
today, compared to 3.7 billion iri 
1970. World growth rates are 1.8% 
in 1983 compared to 2.2% ten years 
ago, but we still added 82 million 
people last year alone. If we con- 
tinue on we can expect a world 
population of 6.5 billion by the year 
2000. 

Now, if we were to begin decreas- 
ing the population by 1.8% each year 
(which would mean 8 million fewer 
people being bom in 1984), we 
could expect a population in 2000 
of 3.48 billion. Think of what great 
effect we’d have if a mere 5% (23 
million) more of today’s population 
were to refrain from reproduction. 
What a relief to our dear, besieged 
Earth! 

One last thought: the most effec- 
tive means of birth control is 
sterilization. The Third World is 
doing its part. What’s your excuse? 

In love for the most important 
Mother, 

Terra Green 
Dear EF! 

I get mail and magazines from 
other wilderness-loving groups but 
it’s not as nice as yours, and it 
doesn’t inspire me to write back. I 
hope EF! will never become slick 
and glossy, filled with ads. Wilder- 
ness pom. 1 don’t like to have to dig 
for news among the corporate come- 
ons, which pander to Young Urban 
Professionals who buy fancy camp- 
ing gear to appease liberal guilt. 
Right here in Berkeley... I’ve seen 
.them down at REI and the North 
Face Factory Outlet. They have 
closets full of dome tents and 
unused ragg wool socks, and you 
know what those closets are made 
of? Redwood. That’s right. Probably 
genuine Sinkyone redwood. Those 
YUPs consider themselves to be 
pro-wilderness. They badmouth 
James Watt at cocktail-sorry, wine- 
and cheese parties. They drive to 
work in Volvos and BMWs, one to a 
carjamming theBay Bridge, drown- 
ing reality with Pachelbel on the 
Blaupunkt... 

Sometimes I wish I was back in 
Brooklyn, struggling for mere sur- 
vival, surrounded by people who 
have never been in the wilderness 
but who have never been out of the 
jungle. At least they use public 
transportation. 

Newsprint has the common 
touch. Stay with it. 

-JA 


Dear EF! 

That “Smokey the Bear Chainsaw 
Letter” is great! I had a hundred 
quick printed and I keep them in 
my car with a staple gun. Whenever 
I pass a Forest Service campground 
or whatever, I whip in and stick one 
up on the bulletin board. Some of 
them have stayed up for days. I’ve 
even gotten a few ranger stations. 
The new silent agitators are great, 
too. I’ve been sticking them on trail 
registers just to let the Freddies 
know we’re around and watching. 

— Colorado 
Dear EF! 

The paper just looks better & 
better. Lone Wolf Circles’ art is really 
elegant. Despite your possible hopes 
to the contrary, the paper’s really a 
class act. Excellent writing, the level 
of English skills certainly puts the 
San Francisco papers and the UC 
Berkeley rag to shame. The Earth 
First! calendar’s gorgeous, too. 
Think I’ll buy my Christmas gift 
copies from the UCB bookstore as 
encouragement for them to stock 
EF! stuff. 

— San Francisco 
Dear EF! 

While it may be heady stuff to 
align ourselves with the gods as 
Doc Raccoon advises in the Lughna- 
sad edition, please remember the 
guise of Holy Warrior has been 
tossed around patriarchial power 
types like Reagan, Begin, Khomeni, 
Kadafy, Nixon, Kissinger, et. al., for 
years. So many have claimed to 
have god on their side that it’s 
suiprising s/he hasn’t ended this 
human experiment. Better we be 
humble warriors, though it is not 
war we seek but its cessation. Cer- 
tainly a war is being waged by 
greedheads with Gimmie Watt going 
for the last drop of a resources fix. 
Ours is to stop the degradation and 
with non-violent means we will. 

As to the differences among 
EFIers mentioned in Around The 
Campfire, it seems to me that w'hat 
we are working for is diversity in 
the environment: preservation of a 
large gene pool with the most vari- 
ables possible. And so it should be 
with Earth First!. I agree “that a 
smaller group in strong agreement 
on worldview, tactics, goals... is 
more powerful” and possibly more 
effective. In the Kalmiopsis Block- 
ade, small groups were arrested 
while the larger group provided 
support. That seems to be a good 
pattern for EF! to continue; to have 
a large group of participants from 
which small cells/affinities launch. 

The journal should reflect the 
radical diversity and present co- 
herent ideas not commonly in print. 
1 ’d like to see more organizing infor- 
mation for local groups. Maybe 
thoughts from the Kalmiopsis 
Blockade organizers on the months 
spent in preparation for blockades 
and the Round River Rendezvous. 
Shared experiences often give 
insight and inspiration. 

Keep it coming. Organize. Wrench 
those monkeys. 

- Roland Rose 

Hello Earth First! 

Sign me up! From what I read in 
EF!, I agree with you more than 
with any other environmental 
group. I have gotten pretty radical 
in defending the natural state of 
the planet we live on. “No com- 
promise in the Defense of Mother 
Earth” for sure. Compromise on the 
protection of our environment just 
leads to more compromise which 
leads to more compromise, etc., etc. 

Congratulations on stopping the 
Bald Mountain Road! I used to work 
for the Forest Service in the Siski- 
yous. It’s good to know that a few 
people who care can get together 
and make a difference. Many thanks 
to you! 

- Arizona 



Dear Earth First! 

It sure is reassuring to know that 
our friends at the tree cutting com- 
panies care so much for our lands. 
Yessir, I’m just thrilled to know that 
they replace, replant, and reseed 
each time that they cut down a 
tree. Their commercials on the radio 
tell us they do. 

First they cut and mangle trees, 
whether they can use them or not, 
then they bulldoze and scrape out 
all the undergrowth that’s left. Then 
they burn down whatever is left 
standing and burn the land and the 
wood that they have left, even if it 
has a use to someone other than 
themselves. Then the land, if it is 
near a main road, is replanted with 
about 5,000 more trees than it can 
support, has the hell sprayed out of 
it, and then the rapists tell us how 
good they have been and what a 
wonderful job they are doing. 

I’ve watched a logged area beside 
a small marsh begin to come back 
to life this summer. To walk through 
this land was to walk in near silence. 
Until last spring. Then I noticed a 
pair of hawks had set up house- 
keeping. Now, at the end of the 
summer, there are squirrels living 
here and they are thriving. The 
hawks are still here and so there 
seems to be little chance that the 
rodent populations will get out of 
hand, for the young hawks have 
stayed to keep Ma and Pa company 
through the winter. It should all 
balance out. There are grouse and a 
few deer also, along with shrews 
and many other animals. This is an 
area that a year ago was hard 
pressed to show more than a few 
frogs and millions of mosquitoes. It. 
really makes you happy to see an 
area come back like this. But all is 
not well. 

The loggers are at it again. They 
are clearing a road back to the 
marsh, and what they don't cut 
down they bulldoze. These are trees 
that are too small to use, not even 
pecker poles as they call them. So 
now the land wants to live again 
and it’s about to be raped. But it 
won’t be as easy and as cheap this 
time. It has already cost them one 
engine for a small cat and some 
repairs for a larger dozer. Lord help 
them is a D-9 shows up! So keep up 
your fight for our lands and I’ll keep 
up mine. 

The Critter 



Dear Tree Hugging, Posy Sniffing, 
Commie Pinko Faggot Environ- 
mental Phreaks, 

Enclosed are ten hard earned 
American dollars for a year’s sub- 
scription to that rag you call a 
newspaper. I see you mail it from 
Wyoming — I thought it would come 
from Moscow, and I don’t mean 
Idaho. Ha Ha. 

I hope you don’t mind the sue- 
doughnim but if all my good buddies 
down at the NRA and the John 
Birch Society knew I had given you 
money I could kiss my membership 
in the Ronald Reaguns Fan Club 
good-bye. 

Yours in J. Gaius Watt, 

Wroclaw Yahoo 
Dear EF! 

I’m fed up with the drawn-out 
war of attrition that environmen- 
talists are waging against the 
establishment. Revolutionary acts, 
such as yours, might yank their 
heads out of the sand and force 
them back to the front where they 
belong. A war of attrition spells 
defeat for our wilderness cause now. 
Last year the topic for the Lincoln- 
Douglas high school debate circuit 
was: RESOLVED: That protection' 
of the environment should take 
precedence over the development 
of natural resources. Every time I 
went affirmative, I discovered that 
the negative’s favorite argument 
was “preservation of the quality of 
life.” I would respond with statistics 
that proved development equaled 
death for countless people, not to 
mention a decrease in the quality of 
life. Unfortunately, this argument 
didn’t always work —it is horrifying 
to think that the majority of 
Americans do not know the basic 
biological facts they should have 
learned in high school: disrupt the 
balance of nature and you set the 
whole system in chaos. 

I’m sixteen years old and have 
considered myself an environmen- 
talist since I was eight years old. I 
consider it a duty to defend our wild 
lands since my generation will have 
; to live with the mistakes that the 
present one is making. My support 
plus that of several of my friends is 
behind you. 

- Matthew Klingle 
Salt Lake City 
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SINKYONE (cent) 

the ancient, towering Redwoods of 
the Sally Bell Grove. The GP log- 
gers found a very .similar scene and 
were less prepared. One was over- 
heard to remark that he knew "what 
Custer felt like.” 

Work never began in the top end 
of the Grove. But soon the nasty 
whine of a chainsaw and the sicken- 
ing crash of a giant tree were heard 
from the lower end of the 75-acre 
old growth Grove. Looks of anguish 
and concern appeared simultan- 
eously on every face. A quick con- 
sensus w’as reached and the group 
divided. Some remained to hold the 
upper part of the Grove while the 
others charged through the dense 
undergrowth to the scene of attack. 
The chainsaw’s taunt again distur- 
bed the morning quiet. The dying 
crash of another great tree was 
heard. The chainsaw howled once 
more and the ripping flesh of a Red- 
wood cried out. Through the trees a 
voice was heard. “NOT ONE MORE 
TREE!!" 

And the noise stopped. At that 
moment all logging ceased in Little 
•Jackass Creek. The teller was 
stopped as he was in the process of 
cutting into an ancient tree, a 
“grandfather,” at the confluence of 
two streams. The tree was saved 
but sustained some damage. Later 
we would return with tree sealer to 
try to heal the injured Redwood. 

The Georgia-Pacific Company 
men stood by helplessly while their 
operation was shut down by tree- 
huggers and those lying where the 
great trees would fall. The sheriffs 
deputies were alerted but didn’t 
arrive until 4:00 P.M. At the urging 
of the protestors, a circle was 
formed of the GP loggers, deputies 
and people to discuss the situation. 
All but the loggers agreed to hold 
hands and to peacefully exchange 
ideas and concerns. GP agreed to a 
truce. There would be no more cut- 
ting until Monday morning. 

Meanwhile, back at the EPIC 
office, the legal staff labored fur- 
iously to prepare their request for a 
Temporary Restraining Order to 
present to the Court. At 6:15 Fri- 
day, the request was granted and 
Judge Bentenelli ordered all work 
stopped until October 20 when fie 
would hold a hearing to consider an 
iqj unction pending a court trial on 
EPIC’s contention that the cutting 
of the Sally Bell Grove violated the 
California Timber Practices Act. 
Once again, non-violent direct 
action proved effective and essen- 
tial in helping to protect our natural 
heritage. 

Planning is continuing for fur- 
ther action as needed in the Sink- 
yone. Contact EPIC in Garber- 
ville (707) 923-2931 or the Berk- 
eley Ecology Center (415) 
548-2220. 
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California's Siskiyou Mountains - Saved by 
the Courts, to be lost by the Senate? 
photo by Dave Van der Mark 

KILL THE BILLS (cont) 


The Northern and Southern 
California Regional Conservation 
Committees of the Sierra Club have 
come out against the bill if further 
cuts are made and other groups 
such as the Northstale Wilderness 
Committee, Yahi Group Sierra Club, 
Siskiyou Mountains Resource 
Council and Northcoast Environ- 
mental Center are lobbying both 
the Sierra Club staff and Rep. John 
Seitjerling (Chair of the House 
Public Lands Subcommittee) 
against the bill. There is also grow- 
ing conservationists’ opposition to 
proposed mediocre wilderness bills 
in Nevada and Arizona. 

Howie Wolke said, “It is absurd to 
think that National Forest Wilder- 
ness bills can get a fair consideration 
from Senate dominated by such 
industry toadies as Jim McClure, 
Mark Hatfield, Malcolm Wallop, Jake 
Gam, Paul Laxalt and others. Let’s 
forget wilderness bills for this ses- 
sion of Congress and try again in 
1985 when the Republican/Industry 
boys no longer control the Senate.” 

But because some conservation 
group leaders may feel that any bill 
is better than no bill, it may be 
necessary to lobby establishment 
conservation groups to kill the bills. 
Express your feelings to the conser- 
vation groups in your state and to 
the national groups against the sell- 
out “wilderness” bill being proposed 
for your state (California, Oregon, 
Idaho, Wyoming, Utah, Nevada, Ari- 
zona and others). 

ALSO, write: 

The Hon. John Seiberling, 
Chairman 

Public Lands Subcommittee 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
Urge him to kill the disastrous 
RARE II “wilderness” bills for 
Utah, Idaho and Wyoming; and 
the Oregon and California bills 
after they are eviscerated in the 
Senate. Tell him that you can wait ! 
for wilderness bills until the next 
session of Congress and that you 
won’t accept development bills 
posing as wilderness bills. 


NATIONAL FORESTS (cont) 

specific appeals or lawsuits to halt 
wilderness-destructive projects if 
necessary. 

The upshot of Redden’s decision 
is that development activities that 
would change the wilderness 
nature of RARE II areas are illegal 
until and unless a site-specific EIS 
is done on the project and its im- 
pacts on wilderness, or a RARE II 
bill is passed “releasing” the area or 
declaring RARE II “sufficient” for 
that area. Earth First! National 
Forest Coordinator Howie Wolke 
urged EF!ers and local conservation 
groups to follow up on Redden’s 
decision as well and make sure that 
their National Forests were abiding 
by the prohibition and dropping 
development plans for RARE II 
areas. He urged such groups to 
appeal or sue if necessary to stop 
timber sales, road projects and other 
activities which would destroy 
wilderness values in RARE II areas. 

In a related issue, many National 
Forests have begun “RARE III” and 
Forest Planning. EISs prepared for 
this may negate Redden’s decision 
and open RARE II areas up for 
destruction. Earth Firstlers should 
immediately contact their National 
Forest and become involved in the 
planning process. Earth First! 
should be represented at hearings 
for each Forest and an EF! wilder- 
ness proposal and comment on the 
forest management plan presented. 

Contact Earth First! in Chico, CA, 
for help or more information. 


NEXT ISSUE 

* Ned Ludd Returns! 

* Photos on Sinkyone Blockade 

* Road Show Details 

* Toulumne River 

MOVING? 

SEND US YOUR 
NEW ADDRESS! 


The 1984 Earth First! Road Show 
promises to be the biggest and best 
yet. John Seed of Australia Earth 
First! and the Rainforest Informa- 
tion Centre will join singers Johnny 
Sagebrush and Cecelia Ostrow, and 
hellfire and brimstone orator Dave 
Foreman for the tour. The 60 minute 
color/sound film “Give Trees A 
Chance” about the successful N ight- 
cap Blockade in Australia and the 
10 minute color/sound film “The 
Cracking of Glen Canyon Dam” will 
also be featured. 

The Road Show will focus on two 
points: the need for an ethical, 
passionate and courageous defense 
of the Earth’s wilderness and 
natural diversity; and the role of 
American corporations in the 
destruction of the world’s tropical 
rainforests and what we can do to 
stop them. Action plans will be 
especially developed for combating 
American fast-food chains and their 
destruction of the Latin American 
rainforest to produce cheap beef 
for burgers. (See Mike Roselle’s 
article on Burgers and Rainforest in 
this issue.) 

The Road Show will tour the 
states east of the Rockies (although 
a few large gigs may be done in the 
West) and will run from late January 
to early March, 1984. The schedule 
is being developed now and those 
who would like to organize and 
promote an appearance by the Road 
Show in their region, community or 
college should contact Dave Fore- 
man immediately. 


What’s going on? Seems to me 
that this anarchic group has already 
bought into a bunch of rules and 
regulations. The NO?GO Blockade 
Handbook is full of rules about how 
to and who may participate in the 
blockade. Blockaders had to receive 
non-violence training and have 
joined an affinity group. In other 
words, you have to have “the right 
attitude” - the attitude that the 
blockade leaders want you to have. 
This is anarchy? Who has the right 
to say who may defend the wilder- 
ness, or the manner in which it may 
be done? It is clear that much of 
these rules are aimed at solidarity, 
group support and a united front. 
According to Earth Firstl’s own lit- 
erature, however, the desire to save 
the wilderness is the unifying 
element of the movement. By 
advocating a particular method of 
protest (violent or nonviolent) you 
are establishing a second condition 
to membership in the movement. 
The reasons behind NVP and AG 
may be great, but I’ll not compro- 
mise my freedom of choice for them. 
And don’t try to tell me that I have 
the “freedom” to choose to obey the 
rules or not protest at all. That's 
exactly the authoritarian stance 
we’re all fighting against. 

May I remind you, Dave Foreman, 
that in your EF! editorial of 3/82 
you wrote “I cannot turn the other 
cheek.” Later in the same editorial 
you state, “.. .most of us have a point 
of no return where we’ll fight back. 
I think many of us have already 
reached that point.” 

Also, in the “Outside” article 
(Dec/ Jan 1983) you state “but a lot 
of that Abalone Alliance, vegetarian, 
non-ego ball of wax is too New Age 
for me to swallow. I’m still basically 
a red-neck from New Mexico.” 

I fail to see how passively stand- 
ing around and allowing the Police 
to throw your ass in jail can be 
termed “fighting back.” Used to be, 
EF! did not advocate violence 


Locations interested so far in 
hosting the Road Show are Gaines- 
ville, FL; Atlanta, GA; Washington, 
DC; Rutgers University, NJ; Geneva, 
NY; Geneseo, NY; Columbus, OH; 
Madison, WI: Ashland, WI; and Min- 
neapolis, MN. Other university 
areas in New England and the Mid- 
west are good possibilities. Areas in 
the West that are possible locations 
are Chico, CA; Berkeley. CA; Albu- 
querque. NM; and Boukler-Denver, 
CO. 

Earth First! will provide posters, 
sample press releases, promo photo- 
graphs and other help. Organizers 
should be prepared to make a ser- 
ious effort to promote and publicize 
the Road Show anti insure as good a 
turnout as possible. (Suggestions 
on how to promote the Road Show 
will be sent out.) Thought should 
be given to regionalizing a Road 
Show appearance. 

We want to take time to meet 
with local EF!ers, try to organize 
active EF! groups and get action 
going on the rainforest campaign 
and other issues. Even in those 
areas where a full Road Show is not 
scheduled, we would be happy to 
meet with local EFlers and discuss 
strategy. Of course, EF! t-shirts, 
calendars, bumperstickers and 
other trinkets will be sold. 

The final schedule for the Road 
Show needs to be worked out by 
mid-December so contact Dave 
Foreman (230 W. 7th Ave., Chico, 
CA 95926 (916) 343-6547) as soon 
as possible to arrange an appear- 
ance. 


(5/20/82). Nowadays we find EF! 
advocates non-violence (5/83). 
There’s a hell of a big difference 
between those two positions. Now 

I know that you guys walking point 
for the rest of us are highly vulner- 
able to government legal action due 
to your visibility, but why have you 
backed down to this degree? 

I suspect that the thinking behind 
this is that a big demonstration, 
one in which participants had no 
NVP training or AGs, could get out 
of hand. If someone got hurt, or a 
police riot happened, the “organi- 
zers” would probably be held 
responsible. The only people they 
could grab would be local contacts 
or the EF! Newsletter staff. As I see 
it, if you folks want to preserve the 
spirit of the movement, that’s a 
chance you’ll have to take. 

You can’t shout “NO COMPRO- 
MISES!!" and then run around 
telling people that they should let 
themselves be punched out or killed 
by a bulldozer. You also can’t call 
yourselves militant and preach 
non-violence. 

The newsletter ought to take the 
stance of not advocating either 
violence or non-violence. Let’s 
remember that the newsletter is 
not the movement, and should not 
try to dictate policy. 

Basically Dave, stick with your 
original position. Back it up, or pack 
it in. 

Skd, 

Tuatha De Danan 
Atlanta, GA. 


EditorsNote: The NO G-O Road Block- 
ade Handbook was compiled by folks 
experienced in the peace and no- 
nukes movement. Earth First! had 
little to do with its production. The 
NO G-O Road Blockade would have 
involved many groups and EF! would 
have only been one. 

, j&jyyx \ 
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IS EF! SELLING OUT? 
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A Summer Vacation 
or 

In Wildness is the 
Preservation of the Wild. 

by Marcy Willow 

The University of Oregon lost 
several of its finest scholars to the 
war in the south that began Spring 
of ’83 in the mud and snow on Bald 
Mountain. In Eugene, the little 
white house on Emerald Street 
became behind-the-lines head- 
quarters and Earth First! Hilton. 
George’s place by the Willamette 
River was turned into the post- 
concert/demo collapse pad. Doug 
left his Calculus books. He and his 
thumb became experts in Topo- 
graphy of 1-5, between Eugene and 
Grants Pass. I saw the inside of the 
Library only once in two terms - 
for a book on Siskiyou Mountain 
flora and fauna. 

Professorial reaction to your 
tearing breathless into class on 
Monday, late, blue-jeaned, booted, 
and coated to the knees with fresh 
Kalmiopsis mud after a while 
became merely raised eyebrows 
and, you knew, silent approval. (Or 
it was “See me after class,” where- 
upon the question was always, 
“How’s the blockade going?”) Sta- 
tistics, History, and Literature were 
replaced with an Honors Program 
of Field Studies in Wilderness Pre- 
servation: Advanced Blockading, 
Comparative Judiciary, Introduc- 
tion to Non-Violence, a new critical 
Deconstructionism (Direct Action 
style), et al. 

Attendance at official classrooms 
fell off and interviews with the 
media increased. The press was 
after you. The bookworm was now 
a media figure whose radical face 
was seen on television and the front 
page of section B. An EF! t-shirt 
was sure to get you stopped on the 
street. 

By mid-May you had a severe case 
of Black Wire Fever. Especially if 
you were stuck in Eugene. Ever on 
the telephone to Blockade Central 
HQ for news from the front. You 
worried. Who was arrested? Are 
they all right? Calls came in from 
HQ: encouragement (keep up the 
organizing) and requests (when is 
that fund-raiser happening? when 
is the affinity group coming down?). 
You called lists of potential block- 
aders. You tried to sound cheery, in 
spite of the pitiful excuses you got. 
You attended so many meetings 
your parliamentary procedure 
could, at times, best be described as 
surly. 

When you could, you busted 
away, jumped into the next pick-up 
going down, and wished the driver 
would step on it; all the while hold- 
ing your breath because the truck- 
bed /exhaust pipe matching holes 
were still there. 

You faced the wrath of ’dozer and 
’dozer operator in the muck of that 
cruel wound and your blood boiled. 

You danced a victory dance at 
the Rendezvous and you blood was 
champagne. 

In August your academic tran- 
script read like the alphabet. Your 
job was gone. Your house was a 
mess. You were totally broke. And 
you couldn’t have been happier. 


My boots stand in the corner 
there, and I still can’t bring myself 
to scrub that mud off. The Beltane 
issues of Earth First! that were 
dropped in the mire during the first 
blockade are on the bookshelf - 
collectors’ items. 

Last week a professor asked me if 
I learned anything this summer. 
Well, I admit I flunked Nan- Violence. 
But I got Bs in Beer and Applied 
Epithets. (I consumed at least a 
whole jar of Moosehead once, and I 


RAINFOREST BURGERS 



by Mike Roselle 

A car pulls up to a brightly colored 
box displaying a menu and a micro- 
phone. The occupants within shout 
their orders. Cheeseburgers, fries 
and cokes for all. A minute later as 
they pull up to the window, a teen- 
ager in a polyester uniform hands 
over the pre-prepared meal in a 
paper sack. The car pulls out of the 
asphalt parking lot, foam and paper 
containers are discarded into the 
street, and the food is quickly 
devoured. 

This describes an increasingly 
familiar scene in the modem world, 
the perfect merger of automobile 
and appetite. It is as American as 
Mom, apple pie, baseball and geno- 
cide. 

But something more is going on 
here than meets the eye. 

Fast food is nothing new. It has 
been around since ancient Babylon. 
But in Babylon, as in other pre- 
industrial cities, it was the street 
vendor or small shopkeeper who 
provided this service. Fast food was 
a respectable profession, a family- 
owned business and a livelihood 
that could be passed down through 
generations. In many countries, this 
is still true today. 

In Mexico, for example, one can 
still buy tacos, roast ears of com, 
fruit salads, liquados (smoothies) 
and a number of other quick treats 
on any street corner. The proprie- 
tors are proud of their goods and 
competition is fierce. Often the 
vendors are unionized and their 
locations are protected by law. They 
are energy and space efficient (no 
parking lots) and use very little 
disposable material. 

Contrast this with your multi- 
national fast food chain. Boring, 
degrading work with low pay and 
few benefits. Scarce opportunity for 
advancement and no input into 
company policy. Working conditions 
and food quality are determined far 
away at the corporate headquarters 
and the profits are pocketed by the 
stockholders. 

With a large advertising budget 
aimed mostly at children, these junk 
food peddlers are subverting the 
economy and making millions 
selling their tasteless garbage to an 
unsuspecting public. Shakes with 
no milk or dairy products in them, 
processed potatoes that in no way 
resemble the original vegetable, 
fats, sugar, refined carbohydrates 
and bland meat all laced with 
chemical additives, packaged in 
foam and paper, are shoved down 
your throat through the window of 
your car. I wonder what Upton 
Sinclair would have to say about 
this? 

Today, while privately owned and 
operated restaurants are failing at a 
rate higher than that of any other 
small business, the fast food indus- 
try is the fastest growing segment 
of the food economy, accounting for 
20 cents out of every dollar spent 
on food in the U.S. It accounts for 
25% of all beef consumed - much of 
which is imported. Americans 
spend over 21 billion dollars annual- 
ly on fast food and all of these figures 
are on the rise. It has been estimated 
that by the turn of the century, half 
of all food eaten in the U.S. will be 
over the formica counter of a fast 
food “restaurant.” 

can hurl “gol’ dam eutopian seer- 
sucker” in a masterful way.) And 
then there’s the Kalmiopsis Wilder- 
ness. There’s still the Kalmiopsis 
Wilderness... 


These statistics, as incredible as 
they may sound, do not even begin 
to explain the far reaching effects 
that our newly acquired eating 
habits are having on our tiny planet. 
By far the most important and 
alarming consequence of the fast 
food craze is the direct impact it 
has on tropical deforestation in 
South and Central America. As 
researcher Dr. James Nations of the 
University of Texas has put it, “You 
are eating rainforest in every 
burger.” According to Dr. Norman 
Myers of the World Wildlife Fund, 
beef production for North America’s 
fast food market “Is by far the major 
factor in forest destruction in tropi- 
cal Latin America.” 

The south-of-the-border cattle 
barons, financed by large multi- 
national corporations and banks, 
are forcefully relocating native 
populations and removing forest 
cover to establish artificial grass- 
lands. In Brazil, it has been reported 
that Agent Orange (Dioxin) is used 
to kill trees before they are 
napalmed from the air to bum off 
thousands of acres. Shades of Viet- 
nam. The destruction of rainforest 
in South and Central America is 
amounting to some 20,000 sq. kilo- 
meters a year and the stockman’s 
impact is expanding rapidly. It is 
estimated that by 1990, the entire 
tropical rainforest ecosystem will 
have been reduced to small 
remnant sections as has already 
happened to temperate rainforests 
like the redwoods of northern Cali- 
fornia. 

While the cost of Latin American 
beef is less than half that of beef 
produced in the U.S., this in no way 
suggests that it is an efficient 
operation. The methods of a Guata- 
malan cattle baron might even make 
a Nevada rancher cringe. If sound 
range management and improved 
breeds of cattle were introduced, 
Latin American could meet present 
demands without clearing another 
acre of rainforest. But there is pre- 
sently no economic incentive to 
incorporate such practices. 

Converted rainforest may provide 
cattle pasture for perhaps fifteen 
years. After the land is cleared by 
slash and bum, it will take two acres 
to graze one cow. It may take up to 
fifteen acres to graze that one cow 
as little as five years later. It takes 
four years for a cow to reach a 
slaughtering weight of 1000 lbs. 
compared to 18 months in this 
country and by that time a cattle- 
man can expect to lose 20% of his 
herd due to disease and noxious 
weeds. After the land is rendered 
useless by depleted soils, invasions 
by insects and poisonous plants, 
the rancher will abandon it and 
move deeper into the forest. 40% of 
the Central American rainforest has 
already been cleared in this fashion 
to provide some 800,000 tons of 
beef annually for North American 
markets. McDonalds alone accounts 
for over 300,000 head of cattle to 
produce their yearly output of some 
3 billion hamburgers. 

While some chains like Burger 
King and Jack in the Box admit 
buying imported beef, others, like 
McDonalds and Wendy’s, claim to 
buy theirs domestically. Although 
the place of purchase may indeed 
be “domestic,” there can be no 
doubt as to the place of production. 
Once the meat is inside the U.S., it 
receives a USDA stamp and no 
distinction regarding place of origin 
is ever made again. 

This beef, which is much too lean 


for American tastes, almost never 
winds up on supermarket shelves. 
Instead, it is ground up and mixed 
with fat and other scraps from 
domestic cattle and pressed into 
patties, processed into hot dogs and 
bologna, or used for TV dinners. 
Some of it, after chemical tender- 
izing, will make an appearance on 
the menus of franchised steak 
houses and coffee shops. 

While the exploding cattle indus- 
try has led to the influx of new 
capital in Latin America, little of 
this has been used to improve the 
plight of the millions of impoverish- 
ed people who live there. (Indeed, 
while the Latino peasants suffer 
under the rule of their oligarchies, 
the indigenous peoples of the rain- 
forest (“Indians”) are being forcibly 
relocated and “civilized” by Spanish- 
sumamed General Custers.) In 
countries like Costa Rica, per capita 
annual beef consumption is about 
27.75 lbs., or less than that of the 
average Norteamericano cat. Mal- 
nutrition is commonplace. Calls for 
land reform and economic justice 
in Central American have been met 
with harsh repression while wealth 
and power are in the hands of a 
privileged few. U.S. foreign policy 
under the Reagan administration 
supports the status quo and lends 
arms and money to keep despotic 
dictators friendly to U.S. corpora- 
tions in power. The Banana 
Republics are fast becoming the Big 
Mac Republics. 

The social, political and environ- 
mental problems of beef production 
in Latin America are disturbing 
enough but the real dangers have 


to be seen in conjunction with the 
overall picture of global deforesta- 
tion. While cattle ranching is the 
main factor in the Western Hemi- 
sphere, logging and subsistence 
farming are taking their toll on the 
rest of the world’s tropical forests 
(in ecologically diverse Indonesia, 
it is a corporation of Anny Generals 
and Weyerhauser Timber that is 
destroying the forest). Over one 
third of the rainforest worldwide 
has been cut since the 1960’s. 

The questions must be raised: 
“Can the Earth survive without its 
lush cover of tropical vegetation?” 
“Are we sawing off the 100 million- 
year-old evolutionary branch on 
which we are sitting?” 

Rainforests are home to over half 
of the world’s estimated 10 million 
species. It was here that prehistoric 
primates began their evolutionary 
journey that culminated in the 
human species. Rainforests have 
been described as the “Lungs of the 
World” because of their crucial rela- 
tionship with the Earth’s atmo- 
sphere, a relationship that is only 
vaguely understood today. The 
systematic destruction of the 
world’s rainforests could very well 
be the greatest ecological calamity 
ever perpetrated by the human 
race. And time is swiftly running 
out. 

Remember that when you suffer 
your next “Big Mac Attack.” 

Mike Roselle has spent much of 
the last fifteen years working in 
the restaurant business. He 
eiyoys a good cheeseburger with 
real fries. 


Claudia Beausoleil vs. State of Oregon 
The following exchange took place between Claudia's lawyer and Lester 

Moore, catskinner. Claudia was charged with stopping a bulldozer and 

keeping Les Moore from doing his job. 

Lawyer: What’s the purpose of this road you’re helping build? 

Les: It’s just a logging road, to open us some timber. 

Lawyer: Do you think there’s a potential for mining in the area? 

Les: I would think there is, yes sir. 

Lawyer: What’s your knowledge in that area? 

Les: Well, I think there’s, ah, some chrome out in that area. 

Lawyer: What’s chrome for? 

Les: Well ah, I think the environmentalists don’t want the road in there 

because you see today we buy our chrome from Russia and they 
could shut it off anytime and if we haven’t got a road out there to 
access in there during a national emergency where’s this country 
gonna sit? And I think this is what the whole movement’s about, it 
ain’t the trees. 

Lawyer: The whole movement’s about helping the Russians? 

Les: The whole movement is to try and shut the chrome off, ah, the 

mining. 

Lawyer: Okay. If there’s chrome out there that would be important if the 
Russians... 

Les: I would think so! The only place we’re gettin’ our chrome is the 

Russians since they shut off South Africa, Rhodesia. 


Page 5 Earth First! November 1, 1983 



BALD MOUNTAIN IN RETROSPECT 



by Ric Bailey 

On the morning of April 27, 1 983, 
I heaved my pack into the back of 
my pickup, jumped in and pointed 
the old Ford toward the Siskiyou 
Mountain country. Before leaving 
town, 1 stopped at the local news- 
stand. The headline in the “B” 
section of the newspaper read: 
“BLOCKADERS ARRESTED IN 
KALMIOPSIS" above a picture of 
four men standing in front of a 
bulldozer, talking to a sheriffs 
deputy. 

‘‘Oh shit:, they started without 
me!” The Ford quivered with haste 
as I made my way to Grants Pass to 
.join in the action: to finally break 
the ice and relieve the frustration 
of years of shuffling papers and 
being "reasonable” in defense of the 
forests that 1 love. 

On May 5. 1 got my opportunity to 
blockade, but my participation did 
not, no, could not stop at that. After 
being released from jail, and groping 
through the ritual-traditional brain- 
banging post-blockade celebration 
at the Casa Del Rio bar, I found myself 
with Kevin (Airhead) Everhart, 
Mary Beth (M.B.) Nearing, Mike 
(Nagasaki Johnson) Roselle, and 
Steve Marsden at Blockade Central. 

It was fitting that our headquar- 
ters wound up in a tiny Southwest 
Oregon community. Fitting, because 
the residents have a long history 
of civil disobedience in protest of 
the Forest Service and BLM's hell- 
ish toxic spray programs, which 
once threatened to contaminate the 
community's soil and watershed. 

Our hideout was a rustic home 
on the banks of the indigo-colored 
East Fork Illinois River, which is 
fed by unprotected wilderness land 
in the Siskiyou Mountains. (Our 
gratitude to the woman, who wishes ' 
to remain anonymous and who took 
us into her home, cannot be ex- 
pressed in words. 

Our working environment, the 
Siskiyou Mountains with their 
many forests and rivers, was 
beautiful and unique, yet marred. 
Clearcuts were in abundance. 
Southwest Oregon is a haven for 
timber beasts. Old growth forests 
comprising nearly every species of 
conifer once blanketed the moun- 
tains and the valleys. Yet, though 
the bulk of the land is under public 
ownership, little has been spared 
from the massive 20th century in- 
dustrial encroachment. Perhaps 
that is why we were received so well 
in an area that has an infamous 
anti-wilderness reputation. We were 
never harassed by the general 
public and very rarely criticized. 
Even some sheriffs deputies tipped 
their hats to us. One state police 
lieutenant on duty at our protest at 
the Forest Supervisor’s office half- 
seriously asked us for a sign so he 
could join in. An unknown passerby 
in Grants Pass paid $100 for a small 
stack of silent agitators. Another 
person treated us to a memorable 
three day float trip on the Rogue 
River. Our support within the ranks 
of the Forest Service was also 
strong. For example, the entire tim- 
ber marking crew bought Earth 
First! t-shirts and vowed to wear 
them to work en-masse. 

Yes, there are many closet eco- 
radicals. Even in Josephine County, 
Oregon. 

Financially, and organizationally 
speaking, we were like a ’42 Desoto 
challenging the Lear Jet-like Ameri- 
can land management bureaucracy. 
Forest Service bureaucrats couldn’t 
have had a decent luncheon on our 
entire budget. 


The atmosphere at Blockade Cen- 
tral was always informal: People 
coming and going, some staying to 
lend a hand; the main organizers 
conducting various duties, or trying 
to, on a four party line in a home 40 
miles from both the blockade site 
and the town of Grants Pass, the 
centers of activity. There were never 
any specific duties assigned to any- 
one, and there was never a central 
figurehead or leader. (That was one 
of the beauties of the blockade 
set-up; we were so loose-knit and 
spontaneous without a concrete or- 
ganizational structure that the 
ForestServiceandJosephineCoun- 
ty Sheriffs department couldn’t 
figure out our strategies or decipher 
any pattern in our actions.) 

Our most important tasks as 
organizers were: Recruiting block- 
aders, keeping good media contacts, 
organizing fundraisers, seeing that 
blockaders were supported both 
during and after their blockades, 
planninglegal strategies tocounter- 
act unexpected and uncooperative 
actions by the Forest Service and 
the court (such as road closures, 
prohibitions on blockaders entering 
Forest Service land and orders for 
them to pay restitution to Plumley 
Construction Co.). Inside informants 
were valuable in dealing with the 
Freddies. 

Other duties included: Conduct- 
ing reconnaisance forays, providing 
transportation, arranging for legal 
representation (when requested in 
most cases), providing nonviolent 
preps and organizing rallies. 

Subjects of discussion during the 
frequent meetings that took place 
between the Earth First! organizers 
and others involved included: 
Where and when to give the lengthy 
nonviolent preps (since only quali- 
fied instructors, who were not 
always available, could give them); 
establishing guidelines for block- 
aders and support personnel (such . 


as minimum numbers required to 
conduct an action); whether or not 
to give blockaders full say in adver- 
tising the time and manner of their 
blockade to the press or other 
“outside” persons. 

As it turned out, blockades were 
planned whenever a commitment 
was received from an affinity group, 
which set the time they desired to 
conduct their blockade. The indivi- 
dual affinity groups also made the 
decisions on whether to notify the 
press prior to their action, whether 
or not to accept release from jail on 
their own recognizance (which was 
offered by the Sheriffs Department 
to nearly all blockaders), and 
whether to plead to the charge 
against them individually or as a 
group. (The charges were: criminal 
mischief, disorderly conduct or cri- 
minal trespass.) They also decided 
on the type of action they wished to 
conduct, such as blockading in 
waves, multiple blockades or chain- 
ing themselves to equipment. 

Probably the most interesting 
duty was the tactical planning for 


blockades, which usually involved 
determining the best strategy for 
causing maximum equipment shut- 
down time. Among other details, 
this involved decisions on which 
piece of equipment to blockade, 
how, when, and from what position 
to approach the equipment, how to 
deal with obnoxious workers, 
various safety precautions and 
backup plans. 

During the tenure of the blockade, 
all our efforts seemed to be perva- 
ded by a mystical air, as if the 
ineffable spirit of the Earth herself 
was intertwined with our intentions 
and helped to navigate our endeav- 
ors. This mysticism is accurately 
illustrated by the timely encounter 
I had with a fellow protestor. 

I had made a hasty ascent up ‘ 
Bald Mountain Ridge from the trail- 
head ten miles behind me. But due 
to my late start I was running out of 
the daylight which was necessary 
for me to conduct my tasks of re- 
conning for the next blockaders, 
and photographing an illegal spur 
road built by Plumley Construction 
Co. to retrieve a piece of equipment 
which had fallen off the road and 
rolled part way down the steep 
slope. (Most of us believed that the 
Earth threw the machine off the 
ridge.) My search to locate the spur 
road would almost certainly ex- 
haust the remaining daylight. As I 
topped out the ridge, and approach- 
ed the saddle which marked the 
junction of the Illinois River Trail 
and the road right-of-way, I dis- 
covered the newly bladed road 
gouged into the Earth like the hide- 
ous leavings of some gluttonous 
beast which had devoured rock and 
tree, and left its vomit and excre- 
ment to defile the land. Two days 
earlier, that place had been a sacred 
grove of virgin forest. As I stood 
aghast, gazing in disgust at the ugly 
scar, I observed something moving 
on the road. Ducking behind a tree, 

I watched as a person walked 
towards me. Soon I recognized him. 
It was the witness. 

Lou Gold had been arrested for 
blockading four weeks earlier. Part 
of his probation at sentencing was 
that he not set foot on Forest Ser- 
vice land within the State of Oregon. 
At his trial, he informed the judge 
that entry onto Forest Service land, 
specifically wilderness areas, was a 
necessary part of his religious prac- 
tices. The judge was unmoved. So 
five days later, Lou (a former law 
professor from Brooklyn) issued a 
press release in which he vowed to 
publicly defy thejudge’s order. That 
day he broke his probation by going 
back to Bald Mountain to bear wit- 
ness to the ongoing destruction. He 
made his camp in a meadow on the 
ridge, and traveled to the construc- 
tion site daily, conversing with 


workers, praying and meditating. 
He was never arrested forhis proba- 
tion violation and, as far as I know, 
he is up there still, lamenting the 
peace that was disrupted. 

Lou guided me through the latest 
excavations and directed me to the 
spur road before darkness set in. 
Before he returned to his camp, he 
escorted me up the road to a large 
log deck where many earth-gouging 
machines sat in silence and help- 
lessness, amidst the torment of the 
forest, and offered me some words 
of encouragement before he headed 
back to his camp: “There are 
omens,” he said, referring to recent 
strange occurrences in the forest, 
including the odd behavior of wild- 
life. “The signs are that I should 
depart. I don’t know why, but per- 
haps I’m not needed here anymore.” 

I left him, and traveled the length 
of the accursed road, scrambling 
and bushwhacking past Plumley’s 
guard encampments, and was 
picked up by Airhead and taken to 
the camp of the next blockade 
group, where I gave my report. The 
next day they conducted their 
blockade as Lou, Airhead, M.B. and 
I watched from the foliage above 
the road. Construction was halted 
for over an hour as they held their 
banner before the face of the lead 
bulldozer. 

Airhead, M.B. and I, loaded with 
the blockaders’ gear, prepared for 
our descent to the trailhead as the 
sound of machinery re-awakened. 
Before we started back, Lou reiter- 
ated what he had told me the night 
before. “There is a change in the air, 
and maybe in our fortunes,” he said, 
as we left him and the sounds of the 
chainsaws and bulldozers behind. 

We arrived back at the trailhead 
at noon, precisely the time U.S. 
District Judge James A. Redden 
issued a temporary restraining 
order prohibiting any further con- 
struction of the Bald Mountain 
Road. 

On July 13, in a federal courtroom 
packed with Earth First.'ers, Judge 
Redden extended his restraining 
order to a preliminary injunction. 
That was only a partial victory: The 
judge ruled that no further intrusion 
into the North Kalmiopsis Roadless 
Area via construction of the Bald 
Mountain Road would take place 
until he rendered his final decision 
on the legality of the road, probably 
in January. However, to prevent 
erosion of the existing “roughed 
out” portions of the road, resulting 
in possible resource damage, he 
ordered that those stretches could 
be “improved” by installing cul- 
verts, compacting, and laying gravel. 
The Freddie attorneys pushed hard 
for that provision. But if the road 
erosion would be so damned bad, 
as they claimed, imagine what the 
clearcuts they have planned would 
do. It would have been better to let 
nature reclaim the scar. 

Like the fist of Bigfoot through a 
log truck windshield, we made an 
impact. And we achieved our pur- 
pose perhaps beyond the extent we 
had hoped for, thanks to the lawsuit 
in conjunction with the Oregon 
Natural Resources Council and 
attorney Neil Kagan. But the hard 
truth is, without a massive number 
of blockaders and extensive media 
coverage to cause a huge public 
outcry as happened in Australia, a 
blockade is not an end in itself. We 
had some media coverage, (not 
nationally, however), butan insuffi- 
cient number of blockaders and not 
■ enough of a public outcry. Physi- 
cally, our blockaders prevented 
most or all of the last mile of road 
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THE KALMIOPSIS BLOCKADES 


from being built. Without them, it 
would probably be “roughed out” 
to the intended finishing point for 
this phase of the project. 

In a personal sense, the experi- 
ence was educational and fulfilling. 
Particularly so were the press con- 
ferences where we spilled out our 
cause in the newspapers, maga- 
zines, on T.V. and radio; the tight 
rapport with fellow blockaders; and 
the compelling feeling that I was an 
antibody: A part of the Earth pre- 
venting the spread of a deadly 
infection. The ecstatic high that I felt 
while blockading was a feeling, not 
a thought, that I will not soon forget. 

The lawsuit has put a stop to it all 
for a season. As has previously been 
pointed out, an Oregon Wilderness 
Bill not including the North Kalmi- 
opsis but containing “sufficiency” 
language would give the Forest 
Service freedom to destroy the 
North Kalmiopsis. Wilderness 
designation is the only end to our 
labors. 

Perhaps the most important yield 
of the Kalmiopsis blockades is that 
we have finally taken the fight to 
preserve wilderness out of the 
tangled and corrupt maze of politics. 
We showed some guts in waging the 
battle on the ground, in the woods, 
instead of sitting on our hands and 
cryinginourbeer when the admini- 
strative and legal remedies appear- 
ed to have been exhausted. Now, 
every controversial project the land 
rapers commence to undertake will 
be with Earth First! taken into 
consideration. And we hope the 
contractors thinking of bidding on 
such projects will think twice and 
consider whether the additional 
hassles and potential liabilities are 
really worth it. They know that 
when the legal remedies have run 
the gamut, we may well be there on 
the ground in the flesh, sans diplo- 
macy. 

But strength is in numbers, and 
more people are needed for block- 
ade actions if the no-compromise 
slogan of Earth First! is to emerge 
from its resting place on so many 
noble t-shirts and becomes an even 
more powerful force in the preser- 
vation movement. We will not 
always be able to rely on lawsuits 
to finish the job a blockade starts, 
nor can we be sufficiently effective 
working as Earth First! alone. 

Not all of those involved in the 
Kalmiopsis blockade organization 
were sympathetic to the Earth First! 
movement. There were many valu- 
able contributors, particularly from 
the Peace House in Ashland, who 


religiously embraced the nonviolent 
civil disobedience ethic, which 
involves honoring a strict code de- 
vised by such groups as the Abalone 
Alliance. This is not to say that 
everyone who recognized non- 
violent civil disobedience as a viable 
tool for wilderness defense was 
committed to this code. But Earth 
First! organizers agreed early in the 
game to operate by the nonviolence 
code and the consensus process, 
and they did work, as far as they 
needed to go. 

But it seemed to many of us that 
in an operation demanding quick 
action and diverse strategies like, 
the Bald Mountain Blockade, the 
consensus process tended to consti- 
pate things. It was also apparent 
that the nonviolence code was more 
designed towards “making a state- 
ment” than to achieve maximum 
shutdown time on the road opera- 
tion and actually slowing or 
stopping construction. Some people 
even advocated revealing our 
blockade plans to the Sheriffs 
Department and the Forest Service 
before a blockade; literally walking 
up to the construction site for one 
purpose: Publicity. 

It is fortunate that this one- 
dimensional approach was never 
applied to any actions on Bald 
Mountain. The support for it was 
based on an “honest and open 
intent” reasoning, which sounds fair 
enough, but hardly applies when 
dealing with crazed maniacs who 
are trying their damnedest to des- 
troy the wilderness RIGHT NOW. 

That type of logic illustrates one 
of the obvious shortcomings of the 
nonviolence code: When groups or 
individuals restrict themselves to 
rules cast in stone, diversity and 
creativity are lost. Worst of all, their 
actions tend to serve the code itself, 
and not always the causes which 
the code was designed to serve. 

Perhaps the most valuable aspect 
of the nonviolence program was the 
nonviolence training. Our publicity 
was largely sympathetic, and we 
had a positive image in the eyes of 
the general public probably because 
we did not instigate any confronta- 
tions while some of the construction 
workers did. The nonviolence train- 
ing helped to achieve that. However, 
Earth First! could devise a similar, 
but revised nonviolence or nonpro- 
vocation type training that would 
be less time consuming, more 
informal, and would allow for the 
full effectiveness of blockade 
actions, and not be preoccupied 
with religious “love thy enemy” 


APRIL 26 4 blockaders arrested. Pleaded no contest. Sentenced to one 

year probation. 3 hour shutdown. 


MAY 5 8 blockaders, 7 arrested. Six chained and handcuffed them- 

selves to the bulldozer. Two guilty pleas, one no contest plea, 
one guilty verdict in ajury trial. Three other court appearances 
pending. 4‘ti hour shutdown. 


MAY 10 7 blockaders, two chained to bridge below construction site, 

blocking workers from area. Five at construction site. Those 
five arrested after being assaulted by a D8 cat. One guilty plea, 
four found guilty in jury trial. One year probation, 100 dollar 
fines, ordered to pay restitution. One hour shutdown. 


MAY 12 2 blockaders, 1 arrested after being run down by Plumley 

Const. Co. pickup truck. Found guilty in jury trial. One year 
probation, 150 dollar fine. 


MAY 31 9 blockaders arrested. Pleaded no contest. One year probation, 

125 dollar fines, restitution. 2 hour shutdown. 


JUNE 14 12 blockaders arrested. Blockaded in three waves. Pleaded no 

contest.One year probation, 75 dollar fines, restitution. Some 
challenged amounts of restitution charge in court. 3% hour 

shutdown. 


Deputy sheriff winching the protective log away from Dave Foreman and Dave Willis. 


6 blockaders arrested. Pleaded no contest. One year probation, 
150 dollar fines, restitution. 1 Vi hour shutdown. 


principles. Guerrilla tactics can be 
applied in a nonviolent manner. 

But as Dave Foreman noted in 
the Mabon Earth First!, the bottom 
line regarding law-breaking in 
defense of wilderness is simply this: 
When organizing a non-violent civil 
disobedience, any form of monkey- 
wrenching, even stake pulling, 
should be abandoned lest you 
jeopardize your credibility. (Yet an 
alternative nonviolence code might 
allow for physical self defense. I 
must admit that I would have a 
terrible time assuming the fetal 
position while some industry goon 
beat me with a tire iron.) 

As most of us know, the value of 
wilderness is too great to be 
measured in dollars. But financial 
assistance was necessary to support 
the Bald Mountain blockade. Earth 
First! got by on donations from the 
grass roots (not from the Kremlin, 
as one southwest Oregon ’dozer 
driver suggested); contributions 
which paid for phone calls, gas, food, 
postage, videotapes, photographs, 
some bail and attorney’s expenses, 
among other miscellaneous costs. 
(“Your radical donations at work.”) 
Much of this financial help was from 
outside of Oregon. The donations 
from Oregon conservationists were 
disappointing. 

There were other non-monetary 
contributions which cannot be 
allowed to live only in the memories 


of the blockade organizers. An 
eternal embrace to: Rocket, for the 
use of his home and driveway. 
Arousing Spirit, Rock Robin and the 
Toasters, Jonathan Richman and 
the Modem Lovers, The Rasco 
Brothers, and Herman Berman for 
volunteering musical services. 
Smiley for tolerating us while we 
turned the Casa inside out. Briggs 
Creek Bruce for moral support. Bert 
for organic stimulation. Immense 
thanks, and a tip of the proverbial 
scales to Mansfield Cleary for legal 
advice and representation, without 
which we would have been stumbl- 
ing around in the dark. 

In addition to the people already 
mentioned, the following indivi- 
duals contributed an enormous 
amount of time and energy to the 
Bald Mountain Blockade: Rick 
Landt, Paulette Pratschner, Claudia 
(“it’s Bo-so-lay”) Beausoleil, T.A. 
Allen, Karan (“I’d-rather-eat-bugs- 
than-drink-bug-spray”) Bedell, 
Cecelia Ostrow, Dave Willis, Romain 
Cooper, Chant Thomas, Michael 
Humphrey, and the invaluable 
“Eugene connection”: Doug Norlen, 
Marcy Willow, Molly Campbell, 
George Draffan, Dave Rusk and 
Diana Warren. And last but not 
least, the mainline Earth First! des- 
peradoes in Wyoming, Utah and 
Nevada. 

A special citation to Senator Mark 
Hatfield, who for personal political 


considerations struck the North 
Kalmiopsis Roadless Area from the 
Endangered American Wilderness 
Act in 1978. Without his action, the 
Bald Mountain Blockade would not 
have been necessary. 

In conclusion, Earth First! is no 
longer green in the ways of civil 
disobedience. We have prevailed in 
our first organized attempt to physi- 
cally protect wilderness, but there 
are improvements that can be made, 
such as developing our own non- 
violence strategies and training, and 
organizational plans, as well as 
broadening our base of support. In 
regards to civil disobedience train- 
ing, we can develop a more diverse 
and efficient system which can be 
accepted by all individuals inter- 
ested in civil disobedience as a 
conservation tool. 

Earth First! is now directly asso- 
ciated with physical wilderness 
defense. After we won the prelimi- 
nary injunction in court, I traveled 
to Alaska and throughout Washing- 
ton and Oregon. Many who saw my 
Earth First! t-shirt, in Ketchikan, 
Juneau, Seattle, Eugene, Portland 
and even in Antelope, asked me the 
same question: “Aren’t you folks 
the ones who stand in front of 
bulldozers?” Most certainly. And 
with pride. This is a power and a 
romanticism that should be ex- 
panded into a massive public 
demand to stop the destruction of 
wilderness forever. 


Foreman being arrested after being run-over by Plumley truck. Assailants avoid camera. 
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LOCAL CONTACTS 


AUSTRALIA 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POL 368, Lismore 
New South Wales 2480 
Australia 

JAPAN 
Rick Davis 

612 Kyoto-shi, Fushimi-ku 
Fukakusa, Sanoyaschiki-cho, 
21-1 

Tanaka-kata 
Kvoto, JAPAN 
(075) 643-2090 

WESTERN SOLOMON 
ISLANDS 

Vincent Vaguni and 
Job Dudley Tausinga 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 31 Munda 
Western Solomon Islands 

ALASKA 

Fairbanks - Tom Pogson 

SR 20056 

Fairbanks, AK 99701 

Juneau — R. Farnell 

POB 1756 
Juneau, AK 99802 

Kenny Lake — Judi Thurmond 

Star Route, Box 334 
Kenny Lake, AK 99573 

ARIZONA 
Pablo Deserieto 

Box 40154 
Tucson, AZ 85717 
(602) 882-0830 

ARKANSAS 
T.A. Aldaron 

1827 North Jackson 
Little Rock. AR 72203 

CALIFORNIA 
Areata - Bill Dev all 
POB 21 

Areata, CA 95521 
(707) 822-8136 

Berkeley - Ed Heske 
51 Del Mar 
Berkeley, CA 94708 
(415)549-1424 

Chico - Mitch Wyss 
POB 1373 
Chico. CA 95927 
(916)342-3078 

Fresno — Michael Borden a ve 
SAFE 

377 1 Circle Drive West 
Fresno, CA 93704 

Marin County - Tim Jeffries 

22 Claus Circle 
Fairfax, CA 94930 
(415) 456-7433 

Placerville - Jake Blue & 
Becky Wind miller 

Box C 

Lotus, CA 95651 
(916)626-9970 

Sacramento — 

Dennis McEwan 

3424 Von Bauer Way 
Sacramento, CA 95281 
(916)487-1376 

Santa Barbara - 
Matt Buckmaster 

6764 Sueno Apt. B 
Goleta, CA 93117 
(805)968-8812 

OR 

Lawrence Worchester 

935 Camino del Sur 
Isla Vista, CA 93117 
(805) 968-4478 

Santa Cruz - 
Jean Brocklebank 

418 Olive St. 

Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
(408) 426-9266 

San Diego - Linda Svendsen 

POB 2236 
Leucadia, CA 92034 
(619) 436-3927 

San Francisco - 
Phillip Friedman 

2300 Ortega St. 

San Francisco, CA 94122 
(415)665-0794 

San Luis Obispo — 

Jean C. Gordon 

12414 B Mill St. 

San Luis Obispo. CA 93401 

Sonoma County — 

Ken D'Antonio 
10101 Hwy 116 
Forestville, CA 95436 
(707) 887-9107 

Quincy - Don Presley 

POB 3021 
Quincy, CA 95971 
(916)283-4310 

COLORADO 
Boulder - Richard Ling 

1020 13th *K 
Boulder, CO 80302 

Durango - Steve Rauworth 

8593 Hwy. 172 
Ignacio, CO 81 137 
(303) 884-9864 

Ft. Collins - Chris Johnson 

1850 Laporte # B9 
Ft. Collins, CO 80521 
(303) 482-2382 

Glenwood Springs - 
John Flippone 

POB 1091 

Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 
(303) 945-2075 

Gunnison - Scotty Sidner 

308 S. 12th St. 

Gunnison, CO 81230 


Telluride — Art Goodtimes 

POB 160 

Norwood, CO 81423 
(303) 327-4767 

CONNECTICUT 
R. Neil Harv ey 

235 South Park Street 
WUiiamantic, CT 06226 
(203) 423-2926 

FLORIDA 
Ronnie Hawkins 

10830 SW 8th Court 
Gainesville, FL 32601 
(904) 495-9203 

GEORGIA 
Julia Heinz 

378 Oakland Avenue SE 
Atlanta, GA 30212 
(404)525-2271 

HAWAII 
Will Small 

Box 413 

Mountain View', HI 9677 1 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago - Chris Sherbank 

1654 W. Cortland Street 
Chicago, IL 60622 
(312) 227-7877/235-2839 

Prairie Grove Group EF! 

Don Johnson 

Woodside Farm 
1841 South River Rd 
Des Plaines, IL 60018 
(312) 296-7960 

OR 

Tim Byers 

(312)463-8045 

Urbana - Bill Enos 

1206 East Michigan 
Urbana, IL 61801 
(217)384-9016 

KANSAS 

Manhattan — Neil Schanker 

1221 Thurston 
Manhatten, KS 66502 
(913)532-5866 

Oskaloosa - Daniel Dancer 

Sleeping Beauty Ranch 
Oskaloosa, KS 66066 

MAINE 

Brunswick — Gary Lawless 
POB 186 

Brunswick, ME 0401 1 
(207) 729-5083 

Harrington - Charles Ewing 
RD 1 

Harrington, ME 04643 

.MARYLAND 
Leonard J. Kerpelman 

2403 West Rogers 
Baltimore, MD 21209 
(301 ) 367-8855 

MICHIGAN 
Kathy Chaney 

4 Woodland Rd. 

Houghton, MI 49931 
(906) 482-6409 

MINNESOTA 
Tom Lewanski 

3718 Columbus 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 

MONTANA 
Randall Gloege 

343 North Rimroad 
Billings, MT 59102 
(406) 256-0965 

NEBRASKA 
Jack Ellis 

4316 Pacific 
Omaha, NE 68105 

NEVADA 

Jomayne R. Stevens 

65 Vine Street 
Reno, NV 89503 

NEW JERSEY 
Bob Ludd 

246 Fawn Ridge 
Mountainside, NJ 07092 
(201) 233-7656 (N) 
(201)624-7446 (D) 

Stacey Washko 

RD *4 Box 350 

North Brunswick, NJ 08902 

(201)821-9647/821-8644 

Mike Lidestri 

96 Merritt Avenue 
Bergenfield, NJ 07621 
(201)385-2047 

Bob Philbin 

Box 698 Meadow Ave. RD *2 
Blackwood. NJ 08012 
(609) 227-8248 

NEW MEXICO 
Albuquerque — Karen Brown 

500 Princeton SE, Apt. 3 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
(505)277-5716 W 

Neil Cobb 

329 Montclair NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
(503)277-5897 

Sante Fe - Rue Christie 

Rt. 7 Box 127-C 
Sante Fe, NM 87501 
(505) 988-4284 

NEW YORK 
Troy — Ralph Meima 

251 Liberty Street 
Troy, NY 12180 
(518) 272-2496 

Tully — Milton Bieber 

Stevens Road RD # 1 
Tully, NY 13429 
(315)696-8072 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Andrews - 
Hank & Mary Fonda 

Route 1, Box 640B 
Andrews, NC 28901 
(704)321-4086 


Ashev ille - Jay Gertz 
120 High Valley 
Alexander. NC 28701 

Star — Ron & Sue Correll 

Star Farm Rt. 1, Box 78 A- 1 
Star, NC 27356 

OHIO 
Reed Noss 
140 North West Street 
Westerville, OH 43081 

(614) 891-4815 

OKLAHOMA 
Forrest Johnson 

1402 Rebecca Lane 
Norman, OK 73069 
(404) 364-3555 

OREGON 

Corvallis — Lynn Cochrane 

744 NW 27th 
Corvallis, OR 97330 
(503) 753-6486 

Eastern Oregon — Ric Bailey 

POB 605 

Joseph, OR 97846 - 

Eugene — Marcy Willow 

255 1 Emerald Street 
Eugene, OR 97403 
(503) 342-7040 

Grants. Pass — 

Steve Marsden 
6166 Monument Drive 
Grants Pass, OR 97526 
(503) 474-0259 

Portland — Melinda Lee 

POB 594 

Sherwood, OR 97140 
(503)628-2814 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Philadelphia - Lisa Jo Freeh 

233 Plymouth Road 
Gwynedd Valley, PA 19437 

TENNESSEE 
Charlotte & Carl Leathers 
107 South Bellevue Drive 
Nashville. TN 37205 

(615) 352-8716 

TEXAS 

Dallas/ Ft. Worth - 
Don McDowell 

3204 Mineral Wells Hwy. 
Weatherford, TX 76086 
(817)594-4935 

Terlingua - 

Rio Grande Guides Assoc. 
Box 57 

Terlingua, TX 70852 

UTAH 

Escalante — Robert Weed 

Calf Creek Box 60 
Escalante, UT 84726 

Logan - George Nickas 

372 E. 500 N. 

Logan, UT 84321 

Moab - Bob Philips 

POB 381 
Moab, UT. 84532 
(801)259-8353 

Park City - Judi Beli-Marcy 

POB 2159 

Park City, UT 84060 
(801)649-2777 

Provo - Ken Wintch 
1101 Elm Avenue 
Provo, UT 84601 

Salt Lake City — 

Spurs Jackson 

POB 26221 

Salt Lake City. UT 84126 

(801) 355-2154 

VERMONT 
Linda Hay 

POB 781 

Springfield, VT 05156 

(802) 263-5427/885-9459 

VIRGINIA 

Manassas - Lee Few 
7610 Glenolden Place 
Manassas, VA 22 1 1 1 
(703)361-2239 

Staunton - Alan Kinchloe 

Route 1, Box 54 A 
Millboro, VA 24460 

Robert Mueller 

Rt. 1 Box 250 
Staunton, VA 24401 
(703) 885-6983 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Terry J. Harris 

108 North Adams Street 
Rockville, MD 20850 
(301)762-1312 

WEST VIRGINIA 
J.R. Spruce 

Box 222 -A RR 1 
Ridgeley, WV 26753 
(304)738-2212 

WISCONSIN 
Madison - Bob Kaspar 

305 North Sixth Street 
Madison, WI 53704 
(608) 241-9426 

Pembine — Coldfoot Creek 

Route 1 

Pembine, WI 54156 
(715) 324-6422 

Southeast — Meri Kuehn 

113 Washington St. 

Iron Ridge, WI 53035 

WYOMING 
Jackson — 

Hiroshima Svendsen 

Box 2166 

Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-4793 

Sundance — 

Harry Longbaugh 

POB 1015 

Sundance, WY 82729 
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EARTH FIRST! 

STATE WILDERNESS 
COORDINATORS 

The following people are coor- 
dinating the development of EF! 
wilderness proposals and com- 
ments to agencies in their re- 
spective states. If you’d like to 
coordinate wilderness studies 
for EF! in your state and com- 
ments to the BLM, Forest. Serv- 
ice, etc., please let us know so 
we can list you here. If you’d like 
to help with such studies and 
comments, contact the State Wil- 
derness Coordinator listed for 
your state. 

ARIZONA 
Pablo Deserieto 

Box 40154 Tucson, AZ 85717 
(602) 882-0830 

CALIFORNIA Nancy Morton 

230 West 7th Avenue 
Chico, CA 95926 
(916) 343-6547 

IDAHO 
Howie Wolke 

Box 2348 

Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-5343 

MONTANA 
Howie Wolke 

NEVADA 
Bart Koehler 

POB 235 
Ely, NV 89301 
(702) 289-8636 

NEW MEXICO 
Karen Brown 

500 Princeton SE Apt. 3 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
(505) 277-5716 W 

OREGON 
Ric Bailey 

POB 605 

Joseph, OR 97846 

UTAH 

Bart Koehier 

VERMONT 
Linda Hay 

POB 781 

Springfield, VT 05156 
(802 ) 263-5427/885-9459 

WASHINGTON 
Ric Bailey 

WYOMING 
Howie Woike 

SLEEP CHEAP 
Want to meet other EFlers as 
you travel the country? Want to 
avoid the expense of motels or 
the excitement of sleeping under 
picnic tables at roadside, rest 
stops? Then SLEEP CHEAP is 
for you. SLEEP CHEAP is a list- 
ing of EF.'ers willing to provide 
floor space for other EFlers pas- 
sing through. Travelers should 
be considerate and give their 
prospective hosts plenty of 
wanting by writing or phoning 
in advance. If you’d like to be 
listed as a SLEEP CHEAP host, 
contact the newspaper. 

Clod Funnstonn, POB 767 

ANCHORAGE, AK 99510 

Eagle Rock (Dave) 

(505) 243-2096 
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 

(call for address) 

Eileen Key (503) 488-2539 
1274 Quincy 

ASHLAND, OR 97520 

Julie Heinz (404) 525-2271 
378 Oakland Avenue SE 
ATLANTA, GA 30312 

Cindy Lurie (303) 247-4625' 

DURANGO, COLORADO 

Chris Sherbank (312) 227-7877/ 
235-2839 1654 W. Cortland St. 
CHICAGO, IL 60622 

Chris Johnson (303) 482-2382 
1850 Laporte Avenue *B9 
FORT COLLINS, CO 80521 

Charles Ewing (207) 483-9763 
RD 1 

HARRINGTON, ME 04643 

Marzapan 

124 3rd Avenue SE 

RONAN, MONTANA 59864 


Bob Philbin (609) 227-8248 
698 Meadow Ave. Blackwood, 
NEW JERSEY, 08012 

Coldfoot Creek (715) 324-6422 
Rt. 1 Pembine, WI 54156 

NORTHEAST WISCONSIN 

Lawrence Worchester 
(805) 968-4478 
or Steve Schuman 
968-6123 935 
Camino del Sur, 

Isla Vista, CA 93117 
SANTA BARBARA AREA 

Nancy Martin, Star Rt. 34 
Dulzura, CA 92017 

SAN DIEGO AREA 

Ken D’Antonio 10101 Hwy. 116 
Forestville, CA 95436 

SONOMA COUNTY 

Thoron Lane (602) 744-1001 ' 
Box 87, Cortaro, AZ 85230 
TUCSON AREA 
(no pets or children) 

Pablo Deserieto (602) 882-0830 
Box 40154 

TUCSON, ARIZONA 85717 

Bill Enos (217) 384-9016 
1206 E. Michigan 
URBANA, ILLINOIS 61801 


CANYONLANDS NUKE 
DUMP ACTION MAY BE 
IMMINENT 

Our spies warn us that the 
Department of Energy may 
try to slip into the Davis Can- 
yon area next to Canyonlands 
National Park in Utah this 
November or December to be- 
gin test drilling for the nat- 
ion’s first high level nuclear 
waste dump. Earth First! is 
pledged to confront the DOE 
to blockade ANY activity for 
the nuke dump near Canyon- 
lands. We are watching. If you 
would like to participate in 
non-violent direct action at 
Canyonlands or help in a sup- 
port capacity, please contact 
Bob Phillips, POB 381, Moab, 
UT 84532 (801) 259-8353 or 
Spurs Jackson, POB 26221, 
Salt Lake City, UT 84126 



COOKS RESEARCH 

No, we aren’t talking about 
getting drunk on bad beer. Bart 
Boyer of San Diego is researching 
an article for Earth First! on the 
political villainy of the Coors 
Brewing Company, including ties 
to Mountain States Legal Foun- 
dation, Jim Watt, Anne Gorsuch, 
Bob Burford; oil drilling in 
wilderness study area; anti- 
environmental agitation; right- 
wing activity; etc. 

Send any information you have 
or leads for research to Bart and 
you will soon see a comprehen- 
sive article on Coors in this 
newspaper. Send to: 


Bart Boyer 
6874 50th St. 

San Diego, CA 92120 



WILDERNESS JOBS 

The Northeast Oregon Group of 
Earth First! and the Union County 
Environmental Council have 
announced they will work towards 
establishing a three million acre Nez 
Perce wilderness in Oregon, Wash- 
ington and Idaho. The proposal 
would create millions of dollars 
worth of jobs while re-creating 
grizzly bear and wolf habitat, a 
spokesperson for the groups said. 
The proposal would relocate 10,000 
people and their buildings, elimi- 
nate all roads within the proposed 
wilderness and revegetate all 
forests, prairies and grasslands that 
have been disturbed within the past 
120 years. 

According to Thomas J. Moore, 
spokesperson for the environmen- 
tal organizations, there would be 
three phases in establishing the 
wilderness; relocating families and 
buildings, eliminating roads and 
revegetation. The first phase would 
consist of relocating all persons 
from within the proposal. Hundreds 
of jobs would be created in the 
moving business. as families and 
their buildings would need to be 
moved. The first phase is expected 
to take one year. 

The second phase would provide 
the greatest influx of money into 
the local economies, said Moore. 
Phase two would entail the planned 
elimination of all paved, gravel and 
dirt roads. The local economies 
would benefit with an inflow of 
re-construction workers and their 
families. Moore estimates' there are 
150 miles of paved roads, 450 miles 
of gravel roads and countless miles 
of dirt roads within the wilderness 
proposal that would need to be dug 
up, shaped to the surrounding 
terrain and then revegetated with 
native plants. All fences, utility 
poles, gravel pits, dams, ditches and 
signs would be removed during this 
phase. 

Revegetating disturbed land 
would be the main goal during the 
third phase. This would entail plow- 
ing- under all domestic plants, 
shaping the area to fit in with the 
existing topography and seeding the 
area with native grasses and forbs. 
Revegetating would need to be done 
with all domestic crops including 
alfalfa, wheat, potatoes, lawns and 
gardens. 

After the area has returned to 
wilderness wild animals can then 
be reestablished. The animals that 
would be prime candidates for rein- 
troduction would include the grizzly 
bear, wolf, wolverine and fisher. 

“The sole purpose of this wilder- 
ness proposal is to create jobs while 
at the same time improve wildlife 
habitat,” Moore said. “This proposal 
is proof that wilderness does not 
eliminate jobs but rather creates 
jobs and improves the economy. By 
recreating the Nez Perce Wilderness 
jobs will exist that would not other- 
wise be there.” 

The proposed wilderness would 
include lands on the Wallowa- 
Whitman, Umatilla, Payette and Nez 
Perce National Forests. Wallowa 
county is entirely within the wilder- 
ness proposal. Portions of other 
counties within the proposal 
include Union and Baker counties 
in Oregon; Columbia, Garfield and 
Asotin counties in Washington; and 
Nez Perce, Idaho and Adams 
counties in Idaho. 


ART FOR 1985 EARTH FIRST! CALENDAR 
We’re already thinking about the 1985 Earth First! Calendar and new 
dates and quotes are being compiled. If you have any suggested dates 
or quotes for it, please send them in. We also are soliciting original art 
for the ’85 calendar along the lines of that in the 1984. calendar. (Sorry, 
we can’t pay for art but we will give contributors half a dozen copies of 
the calendar.) Deadline for material is March 21, 1984. Send to: Earth 
First! 230 W. 7th Ave., Chico, CA 95926 
Attn: Dave Foreman 
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THE RATTLESNAKE’S DECISION 


who open themselves to the situa- 
tion and really take a look around, 
they will see the beauty and the 
truth in the snake. No matter what 
the Enemy’s reaction may be, the 
snake must defend its Home or risk 
losing it. And it must defend itself 
as such; it cannot try to be anything 
other than a rattlesnake. 

Earth First! was the snake in the 
road defending the Home. The 
Forest Service and Plumley wanted 
to run right over the snake and 
tried to do so in much more than 
the figurative sense. Judge Redden 
saw the proper course and called 
the Enemy back. Many people will 
not like such intense action or the 
words such a snake may hiss, but 
questions of taste and tact are 
secondary to the-action that must 
be done. Such questions must never 
be discounted or forgotten, but they 
must be dealt with quickly and 
decisively for there is much to be 
done. EF! must say “Yes” to some 
things; “No” to many others. But 
there can never be “Maybe” if we 
are to really defend the Earth. We 
must remember that the Enemy is 
made up of our fellow human beings 
(though they often deny their 
humanity), and Earth Firstl’s 
actions must be designed to shock 
them into true awareness, but those 
who obstinately hold to the course 
of destruction must be called for 
what they are. EF! cannot be as 
diverse as many would like. The 
love, courage, integrity and deter- 
mination of the blockaders and 
other agents of EF! showed what is 
right and what is wrong. It is not an 
easy course, but it is what must be 
done. Despite temporary losses, 
Earth First! is a winner; it has to be 
or else the Earth and all of us are 
losers. There is no time for compro- 
mise, we have to be tough. EF! must 
be unified in order to defend our 
Mother and give meaning to human 
action. If, for now, that calls for a 
small group doing what is not 
acceptable to most, so be it. Some- 
day, however, if EF! remains strong, 
then the majority will also realize 
the right way and do it. 

Though I cannot be there with 
you now, I love you all and remind 
myself of your love and courage 
constantly. I was in Y Canyon and I 
learned something. I will be back; 
there will be no nuke dump in 
Canyonlands. At every fork, Earth 
First! must choose the correct path. 
We all must. Look quickly; it is the 
way that seems hard and difficult. 
It is, but at the end... 


One hesitates in the face of a 
rattlesnake. There. ..right where 
you were about to place your right 
foot, he coils and makes eyes as 
steady as the sun overhead. Around 
you are the bare and rarely explored 
labyrinths of Y Canyon; you can see 
part of the Meander Anticline up 
ahead on the far side of the Colorado 
River. You know that the river is 
ahead, but in the narrow, winding 
canyon, there is no way to tell how 
far it is. A mile? Half a mile? Two 
miles? Can’t telLThe nearest trail is 
a deadend jeeproad seven miles 
away up the canyon and across two 
grabens. If this snake bites you, it 
will be tough; yes indeed, very tough 
luck but you have cut across the 
trackless wilderness in order to be 
where no one else ever goes and 
you expect things like this to 
happen. You accept the situation. 
That done; it is time to move away 
from the snake. He does not strike, 
nor does he move. You will have to 
go another way; this way is blocked. 
It wouldn’t be too much trouble to 
kill the snake with a well-aimed 
rock, but his courage and tenacity 
in defending his territory impress 
you and also make you wonder 
whether you belong here. Besides, 
the rock you pick up could well 
have another snake under it. 

When I first heard of Earth First!, 

I was interested, and once I read 
my first EF! newsletter, I was 
impressed but I had reservations 
about some of the tactics of EF!. Is 
turning two people off while con- 
vincing one the best way of doing 
things? Does name calling weaken 
the cause and make the Enemy 
stronger? Does it show that EF! has 
only contempt for those who oppose 
the Earth? Questions. There are 
always questions. But when I read 
of the brave people who blockaded 
the Bald Mountain road and of the 
victory that those actions accomp- 
lished, I realized that the question 
that stood out from all others was 
“What must I do?” This question 
must be answered first and quickly. 
Like the snake in Y Canyon (Don’t 
Tread On Me), Earth First! sees 
what is coming and dares to defend 
the Home despite the strength of 
the Enemy. Though the snake has 
the capability of violence, the fact 
that, he restrains from its use while 
still refusing to give way is a sign of 
true strength. He does not want to 
strike; he wants the Enemy to think 
about the situation and to pick a 
course of action that will leave the 
snake, the man, and the canyon in 
peace. Perhaps the sight of the 
snake will frighten and repulse 
some people; maybe the traveler 
will choose to kill, but for those 


Kee Begay, a Navajo from Red Valley, Arizona, was not told about 
the dangers of uranium mining. Today, he Is dying of lung cancer. 
From THE FOUR CORNERS. A National Sasrffice Area?, a new film on 
the "hidden costs* of energy development in the American Southwest. 
For further info; Earth image Films, Box C-151, La Honda, CA 94QS0. 
Photo ® Christopher McLeod, 1983. Tet (415) 747-0685, 

Sciences report which concludes 
that stripmining in the arid South- 
west could permanently damage the 
land, resulting in “National Sacrifice 
Areas” for energy development. The 
film also quotes the Chairman of 
Exxon, who recommends “National 
Energy Zones,” in which normal 
environmental rules and regula- 
tions would not apply, FOUR 
CORNERS is the first comprehen- 
sive, balanced critique of Interior 
Secretary Watt’s current plans for 
major expansion of Western energy 
development. 

Four years in-the-making, THE 
FOUR CORNERS: A National 
Sacrifice Area? was produced by 
Christopher McLeod, Glenn 
Switkes, and Randy Hayes, with 
funding from the Arizona Humani- 
ties Council, and major support 
from the University of California at 
Berkeley’s Graduate School of 
Journalism. The hour-long, 16mm 
film is narrated by Peter Coyote, 
co-star of E.T. 

From 1979 to 1982, McLeod, 

Switkes and Hayes travelled the 
Colorado Plateau, interviewing 
uranium miners, Indians, govern- 
ment officials, ranchers, and 
company executives about the costs 
and benefits of large scale energy 
development. In the spring of 1983, 


PBS SETS DATE FOR 
NATIONAL BROADCAST OF 
“FOUR CORNERS” 


THE FOUR CORNERS: A 
National Sacrifice Area?, the 
award-winning new film on the 
cultural and ecological impacts of 
energy development in the Ameri- 
can Southwest, will be broadcast 
nationally on PBS on Tuesday, 
November 15, at 10 PM. (Please 
check with your local PBS station 
to confirm the exact time and date 
of broadcast in your area.) 

THE FOUR CORNERS documents 
the “hidden costs” of uranium 
mining and milling, coal stripmining 
and synthetic fuels development on 
the mineral-rich Colorado Plateau, 
which spans the Four Corner states 
of Utah, Colorado, New Mexico and 
Arizona. The Four Comers area is 
home to the Hopi, Navajo and other 
Indian tribes, as well as Mormon 
ranching communities, and it is 
known as the “Golden Circle of 
National Parks.” The film investi- 
gates the charge that, these cultures 
and their fragile homeland may be 
laid to waste,, sacrificed, to satisfy 
the energy requirements of indus- 
trial society. 

THE FOUR CORNERS takes its 
title from a National Academy of 


( FOUR CORNERS is being distri- 
buted by Bullfrog Films, Oley PA 
19547.) 


“FOUR CORNERS is a 
beautiful and impressive 
and thoroughly honest 
film. I hope that millions 
of people see it.” 

— Ed Abbey 


Ray Vaughn 
Alabama 


to transfer control of the last “free” 
roaming packs of wolves in the 
lower 48 over to the state of Minne- 
sota. The Natural Resources Dept, 
of Minnesota is about to gain control 
of an endangered species, and has 
immediately put together a sell-out 
slaughter to “control” and provide 
“sport” for anyone with enough 
money to purchase permits and 
traps. Another chapter must be 
added to “Of Wolves and Men” by 
Barry Lopez. (But not if we can 
help it). 

Second, dump sites are being 
considered for hazardous waste 
disposal in St. Louis County by the 
Minnesota Waste Management 
Board. One of these sites is right in 
Duluth. (Since it takes thousands 
of years for Lake Superior to com- 
pletely turn over, you can imagine 
what one accidental spill would do 
to the second largest pool of fresh 
water on earth). The other site 
being considered is within the 
Superior National Forest and the 
Earth First! designated “Sigurd 
Olson Wilderness Area.” 


MINNESOTA THREATS 

The forces of Nicolet Mall, Madison 
Ave. and the elusterfuck of 18th 
and C Streets in Washington D.C. 
have plans to rid the north country 
in Minnesota of any semblance of 
wilderness that may remain there. 
First, the Interior Dept, has plans 


Third, and to completely deva- 
state land near “Listening Point,” 
the Dept, of Natural Resources in 
Minnesota is selling an arrogant 
concept indeed. In November or 
December copper-nickel leases go 
on sale for lands the Dept, has no 
right to sell. The areas under con- 
sideration for lease cover portion of 
the Duluth Complex in St. Louis, 
Lake and Cook Counties and por- 
tions of the Green stone formation 
in St. Louis, Itasca, Koochiching, 
Beltrami, Lake of the Woods, Roseau 
and Marshall Counties. The leases 
are dead center in the Sigurd Olson 
Wilderness Area. 

Phillip Slater sums up the threats 
that these three atrocities pose to 
the Northland in his book “Earth- 
walk”: “The attempt to control and 
master the environment thus auto- 
matically pollutes it, for it decreases 
the aspect of the environment that 
renews, refreshes, surprises and 
delights us.” 

Later; and remember if you see it 
advertised, don’t buy it. 

Wakiza 
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CONVERSATION WITH A COON 


I thought I would pass along a 
conversation I had with a friend of 
mine, an elegant and erudite Rac- 
coon by the name of Scrabble. He 
lives in the woods near my place 
and likes to drop in now and then 
for a visit. Yesterday I was kind of 
busy, so Scrabble amused himself 
with my copy of the August Earth 
First! He noticed the essay on dig- 
nity signed Doc Raccoon. 

Coon: Hey, Pryor, This Doc Rac- 
coon here, is that you? 

Man: Well, yes, as a matter of fact, 
it is. Do you like my essay? 

Coon: I should have known. 
Sounds just like you. As to liking it, 
I will tell you this. I don 1 much care 
for the cute name you used. No Coon 
I know would write a thing like 
that. 

Man: You want me to change the 
pseudonym? 

Coon: Use Raccoon if you want, 
but add you own last name to it. I 
donl want to see no Coon blamed 
for writing that. 

Man: You do not approve of what 
I wrote? 

Coon: Oh, Man, you always are 
too serisi ti ve. Like this thing. A little 
healthy cussing and swearing and. 
you’re all upset. What is your 
problem? Aren't, the folks at Earth 
First! polite enough for you? Don't 
they play the game by your rules? 
Maybe ycm want them more refined 
and delicate? It seems to me I re- 
member an old song you used to 
like. Donl you remember? 

It isnl nice to block the doorway, 
It isn't nice to go to jail, 

There re nicer ways to do it, 

But the nice ways always fail. 

It isn't nice, it isnl nice, 

You told us once, you told us 
twice. 

But. if that is Freedom is price, 

We donl mind. 

Man: I think you misunderstood 
me, Scrabble. (You never could sing, 
ei ther. ) I was not talking abou t taste 
or even propriety, and I certainly 


was not talking about any artificial 
standard of. . . niceness. I was talking 
about ethics and tactics, about what 
is right and what works. You see, I 
believe that “Earth First!” can only 
succeed, really succeed, if we con- 
vince a large number of people that 
we are right. In time. I know we 
will. But success is only made more 
difficult if we insist, on alienating 
people with our intemperate lan- 
guage and bizarre behavior. We 
want people to join us, not scorn us. 
We want to convince mankind that 
our Cause is right, our hearts are 
pure, our devotion is genuine. Our 
goal is to stop the destruction of our 
Mother Earth, not meely to vent 
our rage at the damage already done 
to Her and impending. We must 
show mankind “the error of their 
ways” and (one way or another) set 
them on a better path. By its very 
nature, civil disobedience is an 
attack on a system, not the people 
who run the system. That is precise- 
ly wherein civil disobedience differs 
from civil war. We must give people 
no good excuse for dismissing us or 
our Cause. There are enough bad 
excuses already. When we do give 
them such an excuse, through our 
extravagance or indulgence, we 
play right into the hands of our 
adversaries. It is a calm, determined, 
sometimes even grim face we must 
present, not a clown’s face. We must 
show them we really mean busi- 
ness. I do not advocate a less 
militant attitude. That is what 
“Earth First!” is all about. I am not 
asking for a mealy-mouthed ap- 
proach. But when you are right and 
you are strong, you need not use 
exaggeration and invective. It is 
only the coward and the man 
unsure of himself who is reduced to 
calling names. It is a sign of weak- 
ness. When we do it, we underrate 
ourselves. 

Coon: / get you. Speak softly and 
carry a big stick. You lilx the strong 
silent type. “A man of few words. 


but those words strong and true. "A 
century out of date, Pryor, You look 
for dignity in 20th century indus- 
trial America, and I cant imagine 
a less likely place to find it. I think 
your Puritan heritage is showing. 
Your are simply Victorian. You 
want to find some proud and up- 
right hero with fire in his eyes. 
John Brown. You canl be sincere 
unless you are solemn, you canl be 
sincere unless you are repressed! 
Just becuase you fight for a cause 
does not mean you can’t have any 
fun at it! And I wonder about this 
“dignity” of yours. What exactly is 
it? And what is so wrong with a 
little strong honest language and a 
few shenanigans now and then? Or' 
do you just have so much reverence 
for James Watt and Ronald Reagan 
that you donl want to see them 
insulted? 

Man: Now, Scrabble, you know 
what I think of those two. But I do 
not like extremes of exaggeration 
and unfair, even uncharitable, treat- 
ment of people. I do not like to put 
myself in such aself-righteous posi- 
tion. You say “James Watt is Wrong” 
and people will listen to you. You 
say “James Watt is a Depraved Mon- 
ster” and you have lost half your 
audience and lost your credibility 
with the other half. Maybe my stan- 
dards are a bit, idealistic, a bit lofty. 
What of it? May I not hope for the 
best? Most of the primal peoples of 
the Earth have had concepts of 
dignity. Look at old photographs of 
Cheyenne warriors. There is dignity. 
In fact, the loss of human pride and 
dignity is one of the things I think is 
wrong with modern western civili- 
zation. 

Coon: Maybe. But not everybody 
is so rational about this sort of 
thing. You come to them with all 
this charity and reason and hones- 
ty, and you will put them right to 
sleep. You have to shake people up, 
rile them a little. You read Marcy 
Willow’s editorial. “The greatest 
asset Earth First! has is the passion- 
ate commitment of its people." 
Reason and charity donl often pro- 



duce much in the way of passion 
and commitment. Remember also, 
Earth First! is printed for the. sake 
of the people in the movement, not 
those outside. It isnl meant for good 
PR merely. Besides, who are you to 
talk? I never heard you tell of stand- 
ing in front of a bulldozer yourself. 
Those folks out west, they are on the 
front lines, and you can l expect the 
men in the trenches to act like 
parade ground soldiers. 

Man: No, I suppose not. Even so, I 
hang onto the idea that still waters, 
running deep, mean more than a lot 
of “sound and fury, signifying noth- 
ing.” 

Coon: Sure, sure. But I got a 
question for you. What are you 
going to do if these people out in 
Nevada donl listen to you? If they 
just keep on exactly as they did 
before you wound up your type- 
writer? Are you going to wander 
off muttering something about the 
grapes being sour, or you just going 


N V 



to nag them to death in their own 
paper? 

Man: You love to bait me, Scrabble. 
Of course, I intend to continue sup- 
porting them in whatever way I 
can, regardless of whether my 
advice has any effect. This Cause is 
too important to let such a difference 
of opinion bother me. I suspect it is 
mostly just a matter of style. I still 
agree with the movement’s methods 
and goals. A radical change in world- 
wide human values is necessary if 
the glories of Mother Earth are to 
survive. Those of us who accept 
that fact are too few to let other 
differences come between us. 

Coon: Okay, okay. Change the 
subject. What have you got in this 
place to eat? 

I report this conversation because 
Scrabble did convince me of a 
couple things. Perhaps I have been 
a little narrow. The matter is a 
complex one, lam anxious to find 
out haw others in the : movement 
think and feel about the question. 
On the whole, however, I believe 
“ Earth First!” can be big enough to 
contain many shades of opinion, 
many approaches and styles. A 
group that celebrates the living 
green diversity of the Earth arui 
tho thas dedicated itself to preserv- 
ing that diversity should be able to 
appreciate the valve of diversity in 
philosophy and point of view. The 
Society of Friends have a concept 
that I have always like, the idea 
that you must “ speak to the condi- 
tion ” of each person, address each 
individual in the way that will 
strike a chord in that person’s 
innermost self. This means, of 
course, a diversity of a,pproaches. 
We are not a monolithic cult. We 
are free and independent people 
who sha re a common love for our 
Mother Earth and a concern for 
Her in Her peril. Beyond that, we 
should not. be too anxious to closely 
define precisely who and what, we 
are, or what we believe. Dogmatism 
leads only to disagreement, divi- 
sion, and disintegration. Let our 
consensus grow naturally out of 
our actions and experience. By 
natural selection, so to speak. There 
is always a tendency for one part of 
a movement to assert that it repre- 
sents the one true strain, and that 
all other parts must either' conform, 
or drop out.. Let us debate and have 
differences, but always remember 
that we are friends and comrades. 
We are all alike, children of the 
same Mother, and if we stay loyal to 
Her, and, to each other as brothers 
and sisters, then can we not work 
together in our diversity? 

Viva la, Ibrra! 

Raccoon Pryor 
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EARTH FIRST*: The First 


Three year a ago, the Earth First! 
newsletter • was launched. It was a, 
few xeroxed pages stapled together 
and sent to a couple of hundred 
people mostly in the Rocky Moun- 
tains and Southwest. But the 
sen timents were the same as today: 
Earth first. To celebrate our third 
anniversary , we present a chrono- 
logy of those years and a glimpse at 
the future. 


Johnny Sagebrush presented Walt 
with a plaque naming him “Honor- 
ary Membership Chairman of Earth 
First!." Watt promised to make the 
environment “the Vietnam of the 
Reagan Administration.” 


MARCH, 1980 It was on a trip to 
the Pinacate Desert in Sonora that 
the Earth First! movement was 
hatched. Howie Wolke, Wyoming 
Representative of Friends of the 
Earth; Bart Koehler, former 
Wyoming Representative of The 
Wilderness Society; Mike Roselle, 
oilfield worker and former Yippie 
activist; and Dave Foreman, 
Southwest Representative of The 
Wilderness Society, decided to do 
something more than grumble 
about the co-option of the environ- 
mental movement and the twin 
disasters of RARE II and the BLM 
wilderness review. They formed a 
no-compromi.se environmental 
group. A clenched green fist was 
picked for the logo to symbolize 
militant resistance and “Earth 
First!” was chosen as the name 
because that summed up their 
philosophy. With other environ- 
mental leaders they had discussed 
the idea of a hard-line preservation 
group for years but now it was time 
for more than talk. 


SEPTEMBER 11, 1981 Watt 
addressed the Western Governors' 
Conference in Jackson, Wyoming, 
and faced a howling mob of 300 
Earth Firstlers. A counter demon- 
stration by 60 Louisiana-Pacific 
loggers in favor of Watt fizzled when 
the EFlers drowned out the loggers’ 
honking horns and then over- 
whelmed them when Watt came out 
to shake the loggers’ hands. Howie 
Wolke crushed Watt’s hand and said, 
“Mr. Secretary, I’m Howie Wolke and 
I organized this demonstration 
against you!” Secret Service agents 
tore the terrified Watt out of Howie’s 
grasp and hustled him inside. The 
loggers ran for home as well. 

SEPTEMBER - NOVEMBER, 1981 
For two and a half months, the first 
Road Show with Johnny Sagebrush 
and Dave Foreman took the Earth 
First! message to 44 communities 
and colleges from San Francisco to 
Willimantic, Connecticut. Jim Watt 
(Big Don Schwarzenegger) joined 
them in Washington, DC, to stage a 
pro- Watt demonstration at the Capi- 
tal in counter to the Sierra Club’s 
Dump Watt petition drive. And in 
Moab, Utah, local EFlers held the 
Canyonlands Nuke Dump Mutant 
contest when the Road Show 
appeared. 


APRIL 28, 1980 On a balmy 
spring day, a dozen New Mexico 
Earth Firstlers packed in cement, 
shovels, a wheelbarrow and mason- 
ry tools three miles up the Mineral 
Creek box canyon to a nearly 
vanished ghost town Li the Gila 
National Forest. Under the direction 
of the Masked Mason, aka Big Don 
Schwarzenegger, a stone monument 
was erected and a large wooden 
plaque implanted on it. The plaque 
read: 

VICTORIO 

Outstanding Preservationist 
and Great American 
This monument celebrates the 
100th Anniversary of the great 
Apache chief Victorio is raid on the 
Cooney mining camp near Mogol- 
lon, Ne w Mexico on April 28, 1880. 
Victorio strove to protect these 
mountains from mining and other 
destructive activities of the white 
race. The present Gila Wilderness 
is partly a Jruit of his efforts. 

Erected By The New Mexico 
Patriotic Heratige (sic) Society 


The monument still stands al- 
though local rednecks have put a 
few bullet holes in it (those yahoos 
wouldn’t have been brave enough 
to do the same to Victorio himself). 

JUNE, 1980 Howie Wolke sent 
out a memo proposing an Earth 
First! organization to a selected list 
of conservation leaders around the 
country. 

JULY 4, 1980 The first Round 
River Rendezvous was held at the 
T Cross Ranch near DuBois, 
Wyoming, as an organizational 
meeting for Earth First!. Some 60 
environmentalist from most of the 
Western states and Washington, DC, 
attended. Many of the participants 
were conservation staff members 
for the Sierra Club, The Wilderness 
Society and Friends of the Earth. 
Selected to the Earth First! Circle 
were Abe Blank, Oregon; Dave 
Foreman, New Mexico; Randall 
Gloege, Montana; Bart Koehler, 
Wyoming; Susan Morgan, Colorado; 
Mike Roselle, Wyoming; and Howie 
Wolke, Wyoming. 


JULY, 1981 Over the 4th of July 
weekend, Earth First! held its 2nd 
Round River Rendezvous and the 
Sagebrush Patriot Rally at Arches 
National Park, Utah. Over 200 
people attended to denounce the 
Sagebrush Rebellion. The rally wel- 
comed two special guests of honor: 
California Senator Sam Hayakawa, 
who slept through the proceedings, 
£nd Secretary of the Interior James 
G. Watt, who threw Coors Light beer 
cans to the adoring crowd while 
being carried to the stage on a litter 
by BLM and NPS employees. 


NOVEMBER 1, 1980 The Earth 
First! Newsletter was mailed to 
several hundred conservationists 
around the country. Dave Foreman 
produced the first issue and then 
Susan Morgan became newsletter 
editor for the next year. 

MARCH 21, 1981 75 Earth 
Firstlers from nearly every state in 
the West gathered on the Spring 
Equinox at Glen Canyon Dam to 
meet with Ed Abbey. While they 
assembled in the Glen Canyon Dam 
Visitors Center parking lot, five of 
their compatriots unfurled a 300 
foot-ldng strip of black plastic down 
the face of the dam to symbolize a 
giant crack. Abbey called for the 
removal of the dam and urged the 
gathering to “oppose, resist, and if 
necessary subvert" to fight the 
industrialization of the West. 


OCTOBER, 1981 TheProgress- 
ive published an article on Earth 
First! by Dave Foreman which 
brought in over 300 letters of 
interest. 


Photos clockwise from bottom left: 
Victorio Day, April 1980; Cracking of 
Glen Canyon Damn, March 1981; Jim 
Watt at Sagebrush Patriot Rally, July 
1981. 
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DECEMBER, 1981 PeteDustrud 
in Salt Lake City took over as editor 
from Susan Morgan who had moved 
to Seattle. Pete brought the news- 
letter to newspaper form. 


JULY, 1982 Coming from every 
state in the West and over a dozen 
in the East, 500 EF!ers gathered on 
Little Granite Creek in the Gros 
Ventre Range of Wyoming to protest 
a road and gas drilling project by 
Getty Oil Company in the half- 
million acre roadless area. Ed Abbey 
and rancher Cecil Garland head- 
lined the program. Johnny 
Sagebrush and the Wild Goose Band 
provided the music. James Watt 
made another special appearance 
but was attacked and eaten by a 
Gros Ventre grizzly. Soon after- 
wards, an appeal filed by Bart 
Koehler stopped the road and drill- 
ing project for the near future. 

JULY, 1982 Pete Dustrud re- 
signed as Earth First! editor due to 
a disagreement over publicizing 
monkeywrenching. Dave Foreman 
and Bart Koehler in Ely, Nevada, 
took on the newspaper. Wildcat 
Annie took over EF! Snake Oil & 
Trinkets. 

AUGUST, 1982 In cooperation 
with the Sierra Association for the 
Environment (SAFE), Earth First! 
held a rally to protest the logging of 
the McKinley Grove of Sequoias and 
the damming of Dinkey Creek in 
the Sierra Nevada. The next day, 
Earth First! and SAFE “cracked” 
O’Shaughnessy Dam (Hetch 
Hetchy) in Yosemite National Park 
and demanded the freeing of the 
Tuolumne River. 

NOVEMBER, 1982 Earth First! 
successfully blockaded Yates Petro- 
leum’s illegal attempt to drill a gas 
well in the Salt Creek Wilderness in 
the Bitter Lake National Wildlife 
Refuge, New Mexico, until a US 
District Court Judge enjoined Yates. 

NOVEMBER, 1982 50 Earth 
First.'ers committed a mass trespass 
in opposition to the Public Service 
Company of New Mexico’s strip 
mine in the Bisti Badlands Wilder- 
ness Study Area. Mike Roselle 
scaled a 12 foot high chain link/ 
barbed wire fence and then climbed 
the giant drag line to hang a Save 
the Bisti banner from it. 

DECEMBER, 1982 Outside 
Magazine featured Earth First! in 
an article by Stewart McBride. 

JANUARY, 1983 New Mexico 
EF'.ers dressed in clown costumes 
denounced a BLM hearing on the 
Bisti as a “circus.” 


Photos clockwise from top left: MC Burnt Sparks 
examines winners of Moab Nuke Dump Mutant 
Contest, Nov. 1981; EF! tells Getty Oil where to go at 
Little Granite Creek, July 1982 ; NO G-0 Road 
demonstration in San Francisco with Johnny 
Sagebrush, Jan. 1983; Howie Wolke, Dave Foreman 
& Jim Taylor hike in to Salt Creek, Nov. 1982; Bob 
Seeley and Neil Cobb at Salt Creek, Blockade, Feb. 
1 983; Mike Roselle on Bisti dragline, Nov. 1 982; the 
Cracking of Hetch Hetchy Damn, Aug. 1982; EF! 
confronts pro- Watt loggers in Jackson, WY, Sept. 
1981. 


JANUARY, 1983 Johnny Sage- 
brush, Cecelia Ostrow, Dave 
Foreman and Mike Roselle took the 
2nd Earth First! Road Show to 14 
communities and colleges in Oregon 
and California focusing opposition 
to the Forest Service’s G-0 Road in 
the Siskiyous and Bald Mountain 
Road in the Kalmiopsis. Over 100 
ER!ers protested the G-O Road out- 
side the Regional Forester’s office 
in San Francisco. 

FEBRUARY, 1983 New Mexico 
EF!ers Neil Cobb and Bob Seeley 
were arrested after they blockaded 
the Salt Creek Wilderness from 
Yates Petroleum after Yates was 
granted a permit to drill from the 
Department of Interior. 


\ 
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APRIL - JUNE, 1983 44 people 
were arrested in 7 separate inci- 
dents as Earth First! blockaded the 
Bald Mountain timber road con- 
struction project in the North Kal- 
miopsis roadless area, Oregon. 

MAY, 1983 100 EFIers observed 
the funeral of (den Canyon as the 
Governors of Utah and Arizona, Jim 
Watt and Del Webb Corporation 
celebrated the 20th Anniversary of 
the building of the dam. An EF! 
houseboat harassed the dedication 
ceremonies, an airplane flew over- 
head with a banner reading “Earth 
First! Free the Colorado” and pio- 
neer river-runner Ken Sleight 
excoriated the dam builders. 

JUNE 30, 1983 In a historic and 
pregnant suit, Earth First!, the 
Oregon Natural Resources Council 
and nine individuals requested a 
halt to the Bald Mountain road on 
the grounds that RARE II had 
inadequately considered the wilder- 
ness values of the North Kalmiopsis 
area. On July 1, Judge James A. 
Redden issued a Temporary Re- 
straining Order against the road and 
on July 13 issued a Preliminary 
Injunction. 

JULY, 1983 The 4th of July 
Round River Rendezvous held near 
the Kalmiopsis t urned into a victory 
celebration of the injunction against 
the Bald Mountain Road. Over 300 
people from all the Western states 
attended. 

The next year promises to be even 
more important for Earth First! as 
we take on the following issues: 

SINKYONE - In cooperation with 
EPIC, stop Georgia-Pacific from 
logging the old-growth redwoods in 
California’s Lost Coast. 

NATIONAL FOREST ROADLESS 
AREAS - Follow up on the Bald 
Mountain suit to insure that the 
Forest Service halts development 
activities in all RARE II areas. 


WILDERNESS BILLS - Stop the 
“anti-wilderness" bills now being 
proposed for Utah, Idaho, Wyoming, 
California, Oregon, Nevada, Arizona 
and other states. Develop strong 
EF! proposals for National Forest 
and BLM wilderness in the different 
states and encourage other con- 
servation groups to take stronger 
positions and not sell-out to indus- 
try and politicians. 

BARSTOW- VEGAS MOTOR- 
CYCLE RACE Halt this destruc- 
tive, senseless orgy of excess 
sponsored by the BLM in the Cali- 
fornia Desert. 

TUOLUMNE RIVER - Oppose the 
further damming of California’s 
Tuolumne and demand the dis- 
mantling of the dam in Hctch 
Hetchy. 

NORTHERN ROCKIES ROAD 
SHOW - Meet with conservationists 
throughout Idaho and Montana to 
form a strong Earth First! move- 
ment there. 

1984 ROAD SHOW - With Austra- 
lian conservation leader John Seed, 
tour the West Coast and East with 
the biggest Road Show yet, focusing 
on Rainforest destruction and the 
role of American corporations in 
that destruction. An international 
campaign to save the world's tropi- 
cal rainforests will come out of this 
roadshow and will become a major 
project for Earth First!. 

CANYONLANDS NUKE DUMP - 
To oppose withoutcompromise any 
efforts to site a high level nuclear 
waste dump near Canyonlands 
National Park, Utah. 

VOICES FOR DEEP ECOLOGY - 
The Earth First! Foundation will 
publish this important anthology 
on Deep Ecology edited by Pro- 
fessor Bill Devall. 


msmi. 
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THE FREDDIES 

The U.S. Forest Service, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, is the 
enemy. The Forest Service hates 
wilderness. For the last 50 years or 
so, its primary objective has been 
to destroy the remaining American 
Wilderness. The Forest Service, 
more than any other organization, 
public or private, has waged a vio- 
lent and shameless war upon North 
America and the diverse array of 
living things that constitute our 
portion of the biosphere. Further- 
more, the agency has developed a 
rigid personality so dominated by 
corporate world mentality that it is 
essentially a mad, self-perpetuating, 
corrupt and bloated bureaucracy 
incapable of self-reform. 

Strong words? Perhaps. But 
under the catchword of “multiple 
use management” the Freddies 
have destroyed countless water- 
sheds and fisheries, nearly 
liquidated old growth forest in the 
Northwest, driven numerous plant 
and animal species to the brink of 
extinction, allowed overgrazing by 
domestic livestock to seriously and 
perhaps permanently reduce the 


by the Head of Joaquim 

My friend Oscar told me the other 
day that James Watt’s idea of a 
Wilderness Area is a parking lot 
without stripes. ..I thought that was 
pretty funny. But not quite. 

Autumn has arrived in the can- 
yonlands. Splashes of gold are 
revealing themselves daily on the 
mountainsides as the aspens and 
the rest of us plunge toward winter. 
It is sad to think that, the blessed 
tranquility of those mountainsides 
will be shattered soon by the sound 
of gunfire. It is time for the macho 
hunters to don their day glo vests, 
stumble out of their Winnebagos 
with instruments of death clutched 
in their pale, clammy hands and 
head into the dark forest in search 
of their prey. It is “harvest” time 
again. 

This year's hunt on the LaSal 
Mountains has an interesting twist 
to it, however. Western Geophysical, 
a company doing seismic explora- 
tion on the mountains this fall, and 
Garth Carter, local conservation 
officer, are concerned about“poten- 
tial conflicts.” It seems the hunters 
are concerned that any intrusion 
by helicopters, drilling or explosive 
charges may spoil their hunt. And 


THE 

GRIZZLY 

DEN 

by Howie Wolke 

productivity of the land in many 
areas, allowed Big Oil unlimited 
access to our national forests, and 
mismanaged recreation so poorly 
that soil erosion, water pollution 
and a reduction in ecological diver- 
sity have become the end result of 
that activity as well. 

During the last decade, I have 
made a “career” out of fighting the 
Freddies. The Forest Service’s 
crimes against nature are too 
numerous to list here. A few poig- 
nant examples will have to suffice. 
But make no mistake: the agency is 
terminally ill with a disease that 
goes far deeper than the excesses 
of John (Rape & Run) Crowell and 
the rest of the Ray-Gun Administra- 
tion. Under Jimmy Carter and our 
“friend” Rupert Cutler, the Forest 
Service, spurred by a relatively 
“healthy” economy, actually des- 
troyed far more wilderness than 
they have under the Louisiana- 
Pacific Administration. And let us 
never forget that it was under the 
Democrats that the Forest Service 
gave us RARE II, one of the great 
environmental disasters of the cen- 
tury. It is unrealistic, naive and 
dangerous thinking for any conser- 


apparently some of these hunters 
have said they’d shoot the choppers 
right out of the sky if their sacred 
right to slaughter animals is 
violated. 

I think that is wonderful. Those 
hunters should shoot the helicop- 
ters out of the sky. But to be fair, the 
helicopters should crash squarely 
on the hunters. What could be fairer 
than that? 

The Four Corners Travel Council 
or the Golden Circle Council or 
whatever those money grubbers are 
calling themselves these days are 
in the process of constructing a 
$15,000 billboard on 1-70 afew miles 
east of the turnoff to Moab, Arches, 
Canyonlands and Abbey’s Navel. 
The billboard is, of course, to 
promote tourism, to lure a few of 
those motorists off the main drag 
and down Hwy 191 so they can 
spend their money at local hotels, 
motels, garages, restaurants and... 
oh yeah. ..so they can see the 
canyon country. 

A $15,000 billboard... ladies & 
gentlemen, do your duty. 

Let us ponder this subject further. 
It is important to remove billboards. 
It is also important not to get caught 
(so we can remove more billboards). 
I have always felt that burning 
billboards (particularly in desert 
situations) is most effective. But it 
is somewhat “revealing” when a 50 


vationist to believe ti\?,i a change ui 

Administration - no matter how 
bad this one is - could produce 
anything but a cosmetic change in 
the Forest Service. The problem 
with the Forest Service IS the 
Forest Service: 

-k Although the Freddies, at the 
urging of Aldo Leopold, designated 
the Gila Wilderness in New Mexico 
in 1924, thus initiating the Wilder- 
ness System, eight years later they 
split the Gila in half by constructing 
the North Star Road. 

★ In the late 50’s and early 60’s 
the Freddies chained several thou- 
sand acres of Pinon- Juniper 
woodland in the Gila and Black 
Range Primitive areas in New 
Mexico. 

★ In the late 60’s and early 70’s, 
the Freddies, along with the BLM, 
leased approximately 3 million 
acres of the Bridger- Teton National 
Forest in Wyoming for oil/gas ex- 
ploration without any public notice 
or participation. Most of the leases 
were within roadless areas. 

★ In the early 70’s, a Freddie 
district ranger on the Humboldt 
National Forest in Nevada ordered 
a seasonal employee to cut down a 
Bristlecone Pine that was, at the 
time, believed to be the oldest living 
tree on Earth. The loyal Forest 
Service Ranger was wary of senti- 
ment to create a Great Basin 
National Park out of National 
Forestlands in the Wheeler Peak 
area. The seasonal employee 
refused to cut down the tree. 

★ At a meeting with the Wyoming 
Game and Fish Department in 1979, 
Bridger-Teton National Forest 
Supervisor Reid Jackson, whencon- 
fronted with the state agency’s 
concerns about excessive logging 


foot high sign explodes in front of 
your very eyes, and those of who 
knows who else, lighting up every- 
thing around for half a mile. But 
there is a solution. 

SCORE hair cream and swimming 
pool cleaner. I’m completely serious. 
My friend Oscar explained it to me. 
Now I will tell you. Here are the 
ingredients you will need: 

1 envelope 

1 tube SCORE hairdressing 

1 cannister HTH swimming pool 
cleaner (accept no substitutes) 
Squirt about 1 'k inches of SCORE 
gel in one end of the envelope. In 
the other end, sprinkle about 2 
tablespoons of HTH (it’s granula- 
ted chlorine and will also clear your 
sinuses if you get too close) in the 
other end. Now, fold the envelope 
in the middle so the contents can’t 
mix. ..yet. 

Go forth into the night and find a 
billboard that particularly deserves 
cremation. Liberally douse the posts 
with gasoline. Now, it is time for the 
envelope. Unfold it and let the HTH 
mix with the SCORE. In fact, mush 
it up real good with your fingers (on 
the outside of the envelope, you 
idiot). Place the potent package at 
the base of the soaked post, get in 
your truck and drive away. 

Four to five minutes later, about 
the time you’re saying, “Yes, a 
pitcher of Bud, please,” the envelope 
will start to smoke and hiss and 
produce a horrid, acrid aroma (air 
pollution) followed by intense heat 
and. ..Eureka.. .spontaneous com- 
bustion. The flames race up the post 
spreading rapidly in the dry desert 
heat. 

The next day you drive by and 
chuckle. But a word of warning: 
practice with this stuff first. It takes 
awhile to get the right mixture. If 
it’s notjust right, it mayjust smoke 
alot. Remember my friends, practice 


in elk habitat, said: “We have a 

responsibility to keep the Louisi- 
ana-Pacific mill in business.” 

★ In 1979, Shoshone National 
Forest Supervisor Ray Hall per- 
sonally lobbied Wyoming’s Con- 
gressional Delegation against 
adding the superb DuNoir area to 
the Washakie Wilderness. This came 
in spite of the fact that the Carter 
Administration had (aftera rigorous 
grass roots pro-wilderness cam- 
paign) formally recommended the 
area for Wilderness designation. 

★ In RARE I in the Southwest, 
the Freddies defined “road” as a set 
of parallel tire tracks remaining 
visible into the next season. By this 
definition, if some idiot in a jeep 
drove across a wet meadow during 
hunting season and you could see 
his tracks in the spring, that was a 
road and the entire area was 
disqualified from wilderness con- 
sideration. Similar little insidious 
excuses for not including areas were 
rife within the entire agency during 
both RARE I and RARE II. 

★ Under Forest Service admin- 
istration, less than one half of our 
National Forest heritage remains in 
a wild condition. The Freddies have 
liquidated nearly 2/3’s of our 
National Forest Wilderness since 
their inception in the early 1900’s. 
In the lower 48 states, it is now 
impossible to be farther than 21 
miles from a constructed road. 

One could continue ad infinitum 
with Freddie horror stories. I’ve 
often heard Freddie defenders claim 
that the Forest Service is only 
operating under existing laws and 
regulations and that local Forest 
Administrations are not really to 
blame for the atrocities they 
commit. Like the “good Germans” 


makes perfect. 

Plans for Calvin Black’s folly. ..er, 
ferry at Halls Crossing on Lake 
Powell continue to gather steam. 
This ridiculous waste of tax dollars 
would be laughable were it not 
being taken seriously by the entire 
Utah congressional delegation and 
the National Park Circus. Apparent- 
ly ol’ Cal has convinced the state to 
cough up the cash for the ferry itself. 
Now he’s trying to squeeze 1% 
million dollars out of the Park 
Service to construct ramps, 
approaches, and the like. One and 
cme-half million dollars. For what 
good it will do, write yourCongress- 
person about this. I’m getting a 


of WW II, they are simply following 

orders. But the facts belie the 
excuse. Laws are not black and 
white, and can often be interpreted 
in a variety of ways. Almost always, 
the Freddies side with the develop- 
ers. Almost always, their twisted 
view of the natural world subverts 
both the spirit and the letter of the 
few laws and regulations designed 
to protect the Earth. Almost always, 
the Freddies are disgustingly eager 
to destroy our national heritage of 
Wilderness. 

Although there are certainly con- 
scientious, ecologically concerned 
Forest Service employees, particu 
Iarly at the lower levels, Forest 
Service decision makers continue 
to wage an unmitigated war upon 
our wilderness, wildlife and diver- 
sity of life. In order to be effective in 
the wilderness preservation battle, 
it is imperative that we recognize 
the futility of working within the 
agency and its rigged groundrules. 
You can’t reform this bunch of 
Yahoos. But we can define our own 
groundrules and parameters, and 
then in blatant disregard of Freddie 
and conservationist dogma force the 
bastards to retreat and rescind their 
planned devastation. Effective grass 
roots activism, backed by legal and 
extra-legal tactics will do the job. 

(This is the first in a 4 part series 
cm the U.S. Forest Service. The next 
Grizzly Den will explore some of 
the underlying reasons behind the 
Freddie assault on the Earth). 

Howie Wolke owns and operates 
Wi Id Horizons Expeditions in Jack - 
son, Wyoming, and is the former 
Wyoming Representative for 
Friends of the Earth and is a 
founder of Earth First! 


headache and I’m not even finished 
yet. Not content with this boon- 
doggle, the BLACK ONE wants to 
see the Burr Trail paved at a cost of 
30-40 million bucks. 

THE BURR TRAIL, NEVER. NOT 
OVER MY DEAD HEAD. 

Damn. There it goes again - my 
psychosomatic stomach ache. I wish 
that damn Foreman wouldn’t make 
me do this — I get all upset. But the 
man is relentless. 

I must go; here comes Oscar. He is 
taking me to Grand Junction to see 
Earth Firstl’s favorite movie: 
STRANGE BREW. What is a hoser 
anyway? 
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BIRD CURSES STRIKE AGAIN 

We reported on the Rising and Falling Bird paintings 
by Green Eagle in last issue. Now we bring you an entire 
gallery of them. Watch for them as you drive. Local 
EF'.ers should keep any bird paintings in their area 
repainted. 


A NEW CONSCIOUSNESS 




NEMESIS NEWS NET 


WILDERNESS GOLD MINE 

The Coeur D’Alene Mining Cor- 
poration is planning a major gold 
mine on Thunder Mountain in the 
River of No Return Wilderness in 
Idaho. The Forest Service is doing 
an environmental impact study. 

ASARCO IN CABINET 
MOUNTAINS 

Apparently the hard rock drilling 
in Montana’s Cabinet Mountains 
Wilderness Area has paid off for 
ASARCO. They claim to have dis- 
covered a rich silver deposit and 
are deciding how to mine it. 

ATLANTIC SMOG 

The November Space Shuttle 
flight observed a large plume of 
carbon monoxide drifting across the 
Atlantic Ocean from the east coast 
of the United States. 


FREDDIES ARM UP 

An arsenal of AR-15 rifles (semi- 
auto M-16s) is at the disposal of 
Forest Sendee staff in the Pacific * 
Northwest Region. The major 
reason given for the assault rifles is 
possible combat with marijuana 
growers on the National Forests, 
but Norm Hesseldahl, public affairs 
officer for the Regional Office in 
Portland, said that the guns could 
also be used “as a symbol of law and 
order. ..in situations where they 
know they are going to be confront- 
ed by belligerent crowds.” 

WILDERNESS HERBICIDES 

The Shasta-Trinity National 
Forest has sprayed several hundred 
acres along the northern boundary 
of the Yolla Bolly-Middle Eel 
Wilderness in California with Di- 
camba and glyphosate. In addition 
to the sprays, the timber manage- 
ment for the area includes a growing 
number of clearcuts right up to the 
wilderness boundary. Contact 
SAFE, Box 1297, Hayfork,' CA, 
96041 for more information. 

ADDITIVES IN JAPAN 

The Japan Green Party has begun 
a petition drive to totally prohibit 
chemical food additives. The party 
terms the addition of such chemi- 
cals a “food crime.” 


GERMAN FORESTS 

The damage to West Germany’s 
forests by industrial pollutants is 
so bad that even the Conservative 
Party is calling for action. Soil 
scientists have predicted Germany’s 
forests won’t survive another 20 
years. 

SNOWY RANGE 
MONKEYWRENCH 

A road-widening project in 
Wyoming’s Snowy Range has been 
delayed for a year thanks to survey- 
stake pulling and emery dust being 
put in the crankcases of a bulldozer, 
road grader, dump truck and front- 
end loader. Damage was estimated 
at $250,000 - $300,000. In an amus- 
ing sideline, the Albany County 
Sheriff claimed a “lead” in the case 
provided by a classified advertise- 
ment in the June Branding Iron 
(University of Wyoming student 
newspaper in Laramie) for “EARTH 
FIRST! No Compromise in Defense 
of Mother Earth.” 

C’mon guys, you’re going to have 
to do better than that. 


MOVING? 

SEND US YOUR 
NEW ADDRESS! 


by James Berry 

Where we are right now, accord- 
ing to many of the people I read, is 
at the end of a four hundred year 
old pattern of thinking and behavior. 
Morris Berman calls it the Cartesian 
era, named after Rene Descartes 
who best articulated the drive to 
revise the very way one organized 
thinking itself, in order to conquer 
nature and make it the servant of 
the human. It was certainty that 
Descartes sought, and he believed 
that certainty could only be found 
throughmeasurementandquantifi- 
cation. Thus was the Scientific 
Revolution launched. Bacon and 
Gallileo and Newton and hosts of 
others produced the science but 
the thought process was described 
by Descartes. Understanding could 
be achieved only by reducing the 
whole to its component parts and 
finding out how, mechanically, the 
tihing worked. Thus, the terms 
“reductionist” and “mechanistic” 
are used to designate the age that 
began in the seventeenth century 
and still describe the dominant way 
of thinking in our own time. 

But just as Bacon and Descartes 
seemed to know that a new age was 
in formation as they wrote and 
lectured, so.do many today feel sure 
that another new age is beginning. 
The new prophets see the old struc- 
ture crumbling, the fabric unravel- 
ing, the glue losing its power to 
hold; 

The alienation and futility that 
characterized the perceptions of 
a handful of intellectuals at the 
beginning of the (20th) century 
have come to characterize the 
consciousness of the common 
man at its end. Jobs are stupefy- 


ing, relationship^ vapid and 
transient, the arena of politics 
absurd. In the vacuum created 
by the collapse of traditional 
values, we have hysterical 
evangelical revivals, mass con- 
versions to the church of the 
Reverend Moon, and a general 
retreat into the oblivion provi- 
ded by drugs, television and 
tranquilizers. We also have a 
desperate search for therapy, by 
now a national obsession, as 
millions of American try to 
reconstruct their lives amidst a 
pervasive feeling of anomie and 
cultural disintegration. An age 
in which depression is the norm 
is a grim one indeed. 

Perhaps nothing is more 
symptomatic of the general 
malaise than the inability of the 
industrial economies to provide 
meaningful work . . .these figures 
are American in degree, but not 
in kind. Poland and Russia are 
world leaders in consumption 
of hard liquor; the suicide rate 
in France has been growing 
steadily. . . if America is the fron- 
tier of the great collapse, the 
other industrial nations are not 
far behind. ..we are witnessing 
the inevitable outcome of a logic 
that is already centuries old and 
Which is being played out in our 
own lifetime. 

Morris Berman. The Reen- 
chantment of the World. 

Similarly, wrong perceptions of 
the real world result in the mad- 
nesses so many organizations seek 
desperately to correct. The altera- 
tion of the nuclear strategies of the 
US and the USSR, adverturism in 
Central America, the slaughter of 
whales, the destruction of wilder- 
ness and wildlife, etc., should be 
seen as subgoals to the overall 


necessity to accelerate the move 
into the new age. The insanity 
which is perceived and acted upon 
by the nuclear freeze movement is 
a result of the failure of reductionist 
theory to comprehend the principle 
of communion; the principle that 
unites in real identity everything to 
everything; that makes all life forms 
and life support systems into a 
single coherent whole, the earth 
community. The war fever so assid- 
uously nourished by the trillion 
dollar military-industrial machine 
is necessary to sustain the willing- 
ness of the citizenry to bear the 
burden, and to ignore the promise 
of a new age. Without the perceived 
external threat, internal contradic- 
tions will get the attention they 
deserve and the ecological danger 
will take its proper place in the 
forefront of vital concerns. When 
and if that happens the growing 
feeling that the human is a natural 
being involved intimately in the 
earth and its processes will have a 
chance to get the following needed 
to bring about wholesome change. 
This center applauds and supports 
the many antiwar, and prolife move- 
ments that are represented by 
wilderness, wildlife, air, soil, and 
water societies, but feels it neces- 
sary to say that the evils these 
societies seek to correct grow mostly 
out of the flawed way of thinking 
that we inherit from Rene Descartes 
and company. These movements 
could unite under a single banner 
which would proclaim that we are 
all earthlings and that the preserva- 
tion and enhancement of the 
planetary process is what matters 
most to us. 

Allen Drengson at the University 
of Victoria in British Columbia laid 
out a table in Environmental 
Ethics, Spring 1982, that will assist 


you in telling the difference 
between what he calls Technocratic 
(Berman calls it Cartesian) and the 
Planetary-Personal. 

Technocratic 

Machine Metaphor 

Reductionist 

Linear 

Nature as instrumental 
Dead matter 
Growth 
Quantitative. 

Discrete things 
Knowledge as power 
Technology as Power 
Having 

Machine Paradigms 
Mastery of Nature from outside 
Specialism 
Training skills alone 
Corporation 
Machine planet 
Science vs Religion 
Planetary-Personal 
Organic Metaphor 
Holistic 

Multidimensional 
Intrinsic value in things 
Living matter-energy 
Development 
Qualitative 
Fields and processes 
Understanding and wisdom 
Appropriate Technology 
Being 

Ecological Paradigms 
Mastery of Self 
Cultivation of whole person 
Education balanced 
Community 
Gaia (Living planet) 

Science and religion interact 
I want to squeeze in a word about 
religion, it being so fundamental to 
human understanding and action. 
Christianity, it seems to me, has got 
to get its house in order on the 
matter of nature and of the earth 
and the earth process. I am strongly 


of the opinion that Lynn White is 
absolutely right in laying the roots 
of the ecologic crisis at the door of 
Christianity out of which arose a 
contempt for the earth as a hostile 
and even evil place which God 
meant to be conquered and 
subdued and to be escaped from 
eventually. 

The greatest spiritual revolu- 
tionary in Western history, 
St. Francis, proposed what he 
thought was an alternative 
Christian view of nature and 
man’s relation to it; he tried to 
substitute the idea of the equal- 
ity of all creatures, including 
man, for the idea of man’s limit- 
less rule of creation. He failed. 
Both our present science and 
our present technology are so 
tinctured with orthodox Christ- 
ian arrogance toward nature 
that no solution for our ecologic 
crisis can be expected from them 
alone. Since the roots of our 
trouble are so largely religious, 
the remedy must also be essen- 
tially religious, whether we call 
it that or not. We must rethink 
and refeel our nature and our 
destiny. The profoundly reli- 
gious, but heretical, sense of the 
primitive Franciscans for the 
spiritual autonomy of all parts 
of nature may point a direction. 

I propose Francis as a patron 
saint for ecologists. The Histori- 
cal Roots of Our Ecological Crisis. 
Lynn White. Science March 1967. 


James Berry is Director of the 
Center For Reflection on the 
Second Law, an ecological endeav- 
i or devoted to defining the relation 
of the human to the earth. 8420 
. Camellia Dr., Raleigh, NC 27612. 
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BOOKS 


Science, Conservation, and 
Politics 

A review of Conservation Biology: 
An Evolutionary-Ecological Per- 
spective, edited by M.E. Soule and 
B. A. Wilcox. Sunderland, Massachu- 
setts, Sinauer Associates, 1980, xv 
+ 395 pp, $16.50 (paper). 

Occasionally an important con- 
servation book is published and this 
book is a much needed theoretical 
contribution. After the opening 
chapter, a call to arms for the disci- 
pline of Conservation Biology, the 18 
substantive chapters are grouped 
into 4 parts: ecological principles of 
conservation, the consequences of 
insularization, captive propagation 
and conservation, and exploitation 
and preservation. The initial im- 
pression is one of awe at the range 
of information presented. 

In part I Lawrence Gilbert gives a 
good introduction to the complexity' 
of food webs with particular empha- 
sis on insect-plant relationships. 
Jared Diamond discusses at great 
length the patchy distribution of 
New Guinea birds. He includes six 
maps to prove the point that range 
maps can be misleading and that 
patchiness is more characteristic of 
tropical than temperate areas. The 
problems such data pose for reserve 
systems are considerable. Finally, 
Robin Foster reviews forest diver- 
sity, climate, and effects of distur- 
bance. The latter, both natural (eg, 
hurricanes) and human caused, are 
much more likely to adversely affect 
small rather than large reserves; this 
possibility thus needs to be con- 
sidered in addition to the biological 
and behavioral needs of the flora 
and fauna. Foster's advocacy of 
protecting large disturbed areas of 
little commercial or biological signi- 
ficance deserves attention. 

Influenced by the island biogeo- 
graphy of the 1960’s, part 11 treats 
continental areas (especially 
existing and potential reserves) as 
islands. Bruce Wilcox reviews the 
fundamental tenets of equilibrium 
theory in brief but adequate detail 
and then applies them to nature 
reserves and Pleistocene land 
bridge islands, especially the 
Greater Sunda Islands (Borneo. 
Sumatra, Java, and Bali). He con- 
cludes that even the largest 
reserves will lose large mammals 
almost immediately under the most 
benign conditions. The implicit 
assumption seems to be that if we 
design systems to save large mam- 
mals and birds, then everything else 
will survive too, as they are smaller, 
less mobile, have greater densities, 
etc. It is further assumed that ecto- 
therms (eg, reptiles) live in higher 
densities and thus are less vulner- 
able. Yet such glib statements ignore 
the message of Eisenberg’s chapter 
that food habits are of critical im- 
portance: thus large mammalian 
carnivores are at the bottom in 
biomass per area, whereas herbi- 
vorous browers are near the top, 
How does this apply to reptiles? 
Weil, insectivorous lizards (e.g., Ag- 
nolis ) and herbivorous iguanas can 
be extraordinarily abundant. Most 
snakes, however, are predators on 
vertebrates, often homeotherms. 
Most first visitors to the tropics are 
pleasantly surprised to find that 
snakes are rarely seen. While many 
snakes are secretive, the densities 
of the many large species (> 1 m) 
apparently are quite low, and thus 
susceptible to rapid local extinction. 

John Terborgh and Blair W'inter 
go over similar ground, but with 
different examples and a more 
healthy regard for the inter- 


dependence of all species within 
an ecosystem. They point out that 
selective logging of one fruit tree 
could lead to “a devastating gap in 
the annual food budget (p. 132)” for 
frugivorous birds and mammals. 
Also some birds follow monkey 
troops or army ants as they stir up 
insects. If the monkeys or ants 
should go, the birds might disappear 
also, and this appears to be more 
than mere speculation. 


Selective logging of one 
fruit tree could lead to 
“a devastating gap in 
the annual food budget” 
for frugivorous birds 
and mammals. 


Soule brings in data on hetero- 
zygosity in natural populations and 
the variations found even within 
the same species. Faster growing 
individual oysters in one population 
were more heterozygous than the 
slowest growing ones, and adult 
Sceloporus • lizards were more 
heterozygous than juveniles. As 
Soule notes, there are problems 
with interpreting inconsistent find- 
ings. He then applies his knowledge 
to captive breeding populations and 
predicts the end of vertebrate and 
large plant evolution in the tropics. 
Reserves, even the ideal ones con- 
templated, will be too small. 

Using fur sea) data gathered over 
decades, Daniel Goodman brings to 
bear data and theory on the demo- 
graphic structure of managed cap- 
tive and wild populations. He 
provides guidelines for determining 
which animals should be culled to 
optimally maintain a constant 
population size. For once the con- 
clusions are not obvious. 

Part III treats the issues of most 
immediate relevance to zoos, and 
William Conway leads off with an 
insightful overview of captive 
propagation. Again the role of zoos, 
as with small nature reserves, seems 
to be one of selectively holding back, 
for a short time, the inevitable 
massive extinctions. But three other 
conservation functions of zoos. are 
listed: providing substitutes for wild 
populations in basic research, 
helping develop new management 
techniques, and serving as demo- 
graphic and genetic banks for rein- 
vigorat.ing old populations or 
founding new ones. Due to losses of 
habitat, the latter possibility in 
original homelands is viewed 
with skepticism, in spite of some 
successes (eg. American bison, 
blackbuck, peregrine falcons, and 
giant tortoises). But Conway dis- 
cusses other reintroduction possi- 
bilities with some enthusiasm. 

Part IV is a curious mixture. 
Malcom Coe provides a biogeo- 
graphic and historic overview' of 
African wildlife and the indigenous 
populations’ exploitation of it, with 
fascinating discussions of reserves, 
parks, game ranching, cropping, 
farming, and domestication of native 
animals (he is particularly high on 
the giant rat, Cricetomys ). Curiously, 
no other continents or archipelagos 
are given any such treatment. T.C. 


Whitmore gives a more scholarly 
than usual view of tropical forest 
destruction. His discussion of 
species diversity, tree size, etc., is 
short but thought provoking. Robert 
Pyle provides a short penultimate 
chapter on management of nature 
reserves in which he makes basically 
two points: one obvious (we need 
to know how a reserve works bio- 
logically to know what will happen 
when it is managed) and one 
depressing (adequate scientific 
management is rare anywhere). 

This book tries to do many things. 
The editors have attempted to found 
a new field, to emotionally convince 
us of the urgency to preserve the 
diversity of life on this planet, to 
present the basic facts, principles, 
and theories of several fields critical 
to conservation, and to provide an 
organized, interesting, and peda- 
gogically useful reading experience 
as well. The book is attractively 
produced with many fine photos, 
charts, and graphs and, except for 
some redundancies, is well edited. 
Ultimately it is both a sad, depress- 
ing book and a stimulating, 
challenging one. 

The editors claim that conserva- 
tion biology has been neglected by 
academic scientists, and that as 
scientists we should be concerned 
not with whether we should act in 
the political arena but rather how 
much of our time we should commit 
to public education and lobbying. 
What does this mean? Biologists and 
natural scientists have often been 
crucial to conservation in the United 
States (eg, establishment of 
Wilderness Systems, the passage 
and protection of the Endangered 
Species Act, design and promotion 
of pollution and pesticide controls, 
the efforts to ban whaling). Although 
conservation organizations are 
equally crucial, much of the scienti- 
ficjustifical ion and counsel for their 
good works comes from the scienti- 
fic community. But outlined in page 
after page of this book is the fact 
that most of the critical global 
dangers (destruction of tropical 
forests, desertification, pollution, 
pesticides) involve countries other 
than our own, where we cannot act 
as individuals or groups in the poli- 
tical arena with the same letter 
writing and ballot box tactics. While 
the individual often has very little 
effect in Western developed coun- 
tries, the persistence, eloquence, 
and noisiness of a few can raise 
consciousness and have political 
effects, as with wild mustangs, 
pesticides, redwoods, and whooping 


You will be confronted by... 
politicians, economists, en- 
gineers, developers and so on 
- asking you to be “reason- 
able,” “responsible” and to 
make compromises . . . Remem- 
ber always that these people 
are the enemy. 

— Paul Ehrlich 


cranes in the United States. But 
internationally, America (along wit h 
other rich countries) is responsible 
for much of the problem (eg, home of 
multi-national corporations, sending 
of pesticides, medicines, and other 
banned products to underdeveloped 
countries), not to mention its com- 
pliant current administration that 
appears to many to be venal, 
ignorant, immoral, and myopic. 


Thus it is one thing to inform us 
of the terrible fate confronting the 
earth’s surface over the next two 
generations. It is another to give us 
a realistic program for the political, 
social, and economic changes 
necessary for effective worldwide 
conservation. Paul Ehrlich’s final 
chapter is eloquent, forceful, and 
recognizes the problems, but all he 
can offer is that we should not give a 
centimeter and go along with sacri- 
ficing an insignificant plant here, a 
small fish there, a mountain valley 
way o’er yonder. Consider the final 
paragraph of Ehrlich’s chapter and 
the book itself: 


A final caveat for conserva- 
tionists: If an aggressive 
conservation strategy is 
adopted to go along with the 
aggressive tactics already in 
use, you will be confronted 
by the Stars and Amaxes of 
the world - politicians, 
economists, engineers, devel- 
opers and so on - asking you 
to be“reasonable, ’’“responsi- 
ble” and to make compro- 
mises. You will find yourself 
opposed by people - often 
intelligent, attractive, well- 
meaning people — who only 
want to keep on behaving in 
a manner that, after all, has 
been acceptable for a couple 
of hundred years. Remember 
always that these people are 
the enemy. No matter how 
well meaning, they are un- 
knowingly out for your blood 
and that of your children and 
your children’s children. That 
they are bent on their own 
destruction and that of their 
descendants makes them no 
less a threat to the world, (p. 
344) 


The implication is clear. If 
accommodation is ultimately des- 
tructive of the ecosystem, especially 
when coupled with the need for 
brush fire tactics, surveillance, 
pushing for the integrity and en- 
forcement of current laws, what 
should be done? Without saying it, 
Ehrlich must, mean an all out 
ideological, class war: an uncom- 
promising political struggle between 
those who favor the continuance of 
living diversity and those who stand 
forthe short-term benefitof(some) 
humans only. There is no middle 
ground. Perhaps he envisions a sci- 
entific socialism, with a genuine 
emphasis on the scientific. 

But is there any army of scientists 
with the resolve to engage in a 
homefront battle ultimately more 
endangering of comfort and security 
than living in a foreign wilderness? 
Will we be too apt to debate endless- 
ly whether this chemical is too 
dangerous, that ecosystem too frag- 
ile, or a grandiose development too 
destructive or unnecessary? And, 
closer to home, what abou t the con- 
flict. between keeping the remnants 
of a near extinct population free or 
attempting captive breeding and 
rearing, exemplified by the condor 
episode. Who are friends and who 
are enemies? Are black and white 
answers the truth, politically 
necessary, or intellectually 
dubious? 

This book, reasonable and rational 
in many respects, is also full of the 
fatalistic tenor of the evangelist who 
knows war will never end until 
everyone accepts Christ and finds 


“God.” While good Christians are 
both committed to that belief, and 
may work toward that end optimis- 
tically, down deep they may know 
that this is all a dream. Man is 
doomed by nature to fail. The evil, 
the weight of original sin, is too 
heavy. But by trying now, we as 
individuals may obtain salvation in 
the next life (for ultimately most 
religions favor individual over group 
selection). Similarly, I wonder how 
many of us writing about the fate of 
tropics and other natural areas do 
so knowing down deep that our 
efforts will ultimately fail. But as 
some people and books will still be 
around, they can be pointed out as 
having said we told you so, we pre- 
dicted it. Is this cynicism? Certainly. 
Do I think we should give up the 
fight? Of course not. What is 
required is much more hard work 
by professional biologists who. like 
the disciples, are willing to leave 
home, family, and vocation to serve 
a greater purpose. The problem is 
that we have no leader, no Jesus, to 
give us a vision, if not true answers. 
Conservation organizations, like 
animal welfare organizations, are full 
of bitter rivalries. 

Complicating the problem further 
are the current nationalism of many 
less developed countries and their 
fears of Western paternalism that 
may make biologists, as well as their 
advice and assistance, unwelcome. 
Conservation is usually viewed as 
an internal political problem. Thus, 
education, viable demonstration 
projects, and persuasive means of 
altering the policies of rich and 
politically powerful elites are all 
necessary. Underdeveloped 

countries often possess corrupt and 
uneducated governments. Still, most 
countries try to abide by interna- 
tional agreements (eg, bans on 
whaling and trade in reptile and cat 
skins) and will do even better if teeth 
and adverse publicity are employed. 
Yet instead of providing leadership, 
rich countries too often refuse the 
modest sacrifices that are propor- 
tionally much greater for the poor 
nations (eg, Japan and Norway fight 
whaling cutbacks, and the U.S. 
rejects the Law of the Sea treaty). 

A Conservation Politics book will 
be needed next to deal with this 
much more difficult aspect of 
molding a force that will actually 
provide environmental ethics with 
some chance of success. Perhaps 
we should work for more interna- 
tionally respected treaties as well 
as a Peace Corps type program that 
encourages both young and senior 
conservation biologists to take 2-5 
year stints in Third World Countries. 
The benefits of conservation to the 
inhabitants of these countries must, 
in any event, be made convincingly 
to them. We do the world a disservice 
if we lie back and wait for the oil, 
mining, chemical, and timber com- 
panies. and politics-as-usual 
governments to finally figure out 
that it is in their own self interest to 
-save our environment. We would 
do better to wait for the munition 
makers to see that their best 
interests are in disarmament. 

Conservation. Biology is a needed 
testament to the strength of data, 
reason, and concern; but if it is not 
soon heeded, and sui>erseded, we 
will have failed the world, and our 
judgment day approaches. 

Gordon M. Burghardt 
Department of Psychology 
University of Tennessee 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37996-0900 

Gordon M. Burghardt is Profess- 
or of Psychology and Zoology at the 
University of Tennessee in Knox- 
ville and is a Research Associate, 
with the Smithsonian Tropical. 
Research Institute in Panama. 
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THE KLAMATH KNOT. By David 
Rains Wallace. San Francisco: Sierra 
Club Books. 1983. $14.95, cloth; 149 
pages. 

Take a cake and drop it on the 
floor. That’s what the topsy-turvy 
Klamath Mountains of northern 
California and southern Oregon look 
like to a geologist. Ocean rocks cap 
peaks. Younger strata lie buried 
under ancient shales. People who 
spend lifetimes trying to make sense 
of such things scratch their heads 
and call the paradoxical Klamaths 
a “knot,” a geologist’s nightmare. 

Yet there is more than one kind of 
knot in the Klamaths. Rivers seem 
to run backwards. Salamanders 
bark. And if dwarf trees grow there 
that are seen nowhere else on earth, 
there are also giants: the legendary 
Bigfoot darting across the road at 
night, startling the disbelieving 
driver. 


David Wallace takes us into a 
world approaching the “wonder of 
dreams.” Making a book about it 
presents two obvious courses. The 
writer might appoint himself the 
visionary spinner of perceived 
fancies. On the other extreme, he 
might play the scientist and explain 
away the apparent mysteries. 
Fortunately for us, Wallace is 
neither a Gee-Wow nature wor- 
shipper nor a cynical debunker. 

He has too much respect for his 
reader’s intelligence and for the 
complexities of the world for that. 
Instead, he accepts the possibilities 
both of some myths and of some 
science, seeing them not opposed 
but intertwined in a cosmic sym- 
biosis. Coming upon steelheads 
slowly circling in a pool of the Eel 
River, he writes: 


The pool had the preter- 
natural quality of a work of 
. art.. .The watery reflections 
on overhanging boulders 
formed fishscale patterns - 
the steelheads themselves 
dissolved from sight into 
prismatic bars of fishscale 
patterns when the wind blew 
strongly. When the wind stop- 
ped blowing, the fish became 
visible in such detail that I 
could see individual scales 
on their backs sparkling like 
flecks of gold dust. 

Neither mystic nor scientist could 
argue with the description. 

This, then, is a book grounded in 
the sensible world, strange as it 
turns out to be when considered 
closely, either in the Klamaths or 
elsewhere. Musing up the labryrinth 
of Big French Creek, the writer 
chases a rattlesnake off the trail. He 



THE CULPRIT IS PREJUDICE 
by M.S. West 

A Review of Prejudice Against 
Nature: A Guidebook for the 
Liberation of Self and Planet by 

Michael J. Cohen, Ed.D. Cobble- 
smith, Freeport, Maine, 1983. $7.80 

“The fact is, we’re all riding a 
sinking ship," a friend said to me, 
frowning delicately at the book on 
pesticides under my arm. “No 
use fighting it.” Time magazine, 
discussing the attitudes of the grad- 
uating college class of 1982, 
reported that most new graduates 
felt that they were on the Titanic, 
that the looming fate of the planet 
was inescapable, and that they 
would therefore pursue happiness 
through wealth and success so that 
they might at least dance on the 
decks as the waters engulfed them. 

Michael J. Cohen’s outstanding 
new book Prejudice Against 
Nature: A Guidebook for the 
Liberation of Self and Planet, 
offers both explanations and alter- 
natives. To read this slim blue 
volume is to be confronted, prodded, 
and finally excited by his vision. 

“If students are confronted with 
an education that teaches them how 


to resolve their everyday problems,” 
Cohen wrote in a previous work, 
“then a group of citizens will emerge 
who are capable of maintaining a 
worthwhile society and a rewarding 
life.” 

In Prejudice Against Nature, 

Cohen pursues his thesis to its 
logical extension. What pattern of 


behavior or thought creates our 
“everyday problems”? And if it is 
learned, can it be unlearned? 

As his title would indicate, Cohen 
believes that the root of our pro- 
blems(both interpersonal and plan- 
etary) lies in a learned prejudice 
against Nature. According to Cohen, 


“Our self-preservation 
feelings and conscious- 
ness have grown so weak 
that self-destructive be- 
havior is commonplace 
and in some cases has 
achieved chic” 


pauses to remind us, and himself, 
that contrary to what we might 
think, snakes evolved from lizards. 
At Meteor Lake he thinks long about 
the adj ustments of life over millions 
of years, about the plants that even- 
tually evolved from algae into trees. 
Then the surprise. The trees 
“turned around and evolved back 
into plants that look like algae.” 
Such intelligent wonder graces the 
book throughout. 

And what about Bigfoot ? Wallace 
chuckles over the tall tale of one 
camper. According to him, a bristling 
King Kong carried him off to a 
Bigfoot den. He later escaped by 
feeding a can of snuff to his giant 
captor, thereby thoroughly discom- 
bobulating the monster. Still, 
weighing other evidence, Wallace 
speculates that the hairy human- 
like creature may indeed exist in 
the isolated Klamaths. Branching 


off ages ago from the human path, 
he may have evolved “beyond our 
comprehension” and approached 
the wisdom and spiritual maturity 
of the redwoods. Now he may be 
“an animal thatsomehovv has under- 
stood the world more deeply than 
we have.” 

Yet, as the author reminds us, 
whether Bigfoot exists or nor is 
beside the point. The important 
thing is what the myth holds out for 
our own possible relationships with 
the earth. That’s saying a good deal 
in defense of gentle treatment of 
areas now under attack by bull- 
dozers and chain saws. In it lies a 
lesson humans need to learn as we 
stand beating our chests in victory 
on the shambles we’ve made of the 
natural world. 

Reviewed by Peter Wild 

Peter Wild, is Professor of Creative 
Writing at the University of Ari- 
zona in Tucson and is a noted poet. 


“an animal that some- 
how has understood the 

world more deeply than 

we have.’'' 


we discriminate against Nature and 
natural processes as we have in the 
past unthinkingly discriminated 
against women, blacks, and other 
minorities. “That Americans are 
unaware that they are prejudiced 
against Nature is to be expected," 
writes Cohen. “Prejudice is often 
an unconscious emotional pheno- 
menon: aspects of it are invisible, 
and therefore not experienced or 
symbolized.” Significantly Cohen 
exposes the subconscious dyna- 
misms that bias our thoughts about 
the natural world. 

We fear and avoid natural fluctua- 
tions in heat and cold, light and 
darkness, far beyond the demands 
of self-preservation. We traditionally 
view displays of emotional fluctua- 
tion with distaste, prizing instead 
the cool steadiness of objectivity. 
Fluctuation is natural, says Cohen, 
and in our attempts to avoid it, to 
put distance between ourselves and 
Nature, we have contrived to mani- 
pulate the natural environment and 
our own natures — usually to our 
cost. 

“Studies have shown conclusive- 
ly that the average American 
spends 95% of his or her life indoors: 
inside houses, cars, schoolrooms, 
offices, and bathrooms — inside the 
minor and major fortresses we have 
created to protect ourselves from 
’the elements and wonders of 
Nature, including other human 
beings. 

“The indoor environment has 
powerfully conditioned us to it. We 
are conditioned to our man-made 
world as stringently as feral child- 
ren were conditioned to the natural 
world. We know as little about rela- 
ting to a peat bog as a feral child 
knows about driving a car. Our 
ignorance is something to keep in 
mind as we make our decisions 
about how to exploit the natural 
worldinordertomaintainourstand- 
ard of living.” 


Dr. Cohen is the co-founder and 
director of the National Audubon 
Society Expedition Institute, a 
traveling high school, college, and 
graduate degree program, and it is 
as an educator rather than a writer 
that he really shines. In other hands 
this book might have remained dry 
social psychology - and remained 
unread. Cohen leavens his philoso- 
phy with jokes, anecdotes, the 
gimmick of having Mother Nature 
speak with him directly, and a 
humorous and self-deprecating 
account of his own perceptual evo- 
lution. He quotes John “Fire” Lame 
Deer, a Sioux Medicine man, provi- 
ding a wise and sad counterpoint to 
the text. Perhaps the most exciting 
part of the book is the final chapters 
and the appendices, in which Cohen 
describes results of the application 
of his principles in his Expedition 
comihunity, and from these conclu- 
sions constructs an outline for 
action for a healthy world future. 

If the book has a defect, it is that 
in reporting on a prejudice which 
he holds to have touched every 
facet of society, Cohen is forced to 
evaluate every facet of society. 
Covering such a territory, occasion- 
ally his prose is - perhaps unavoid- 
ably - heavy. However, he redeems 
every page with pungent observa- 
tion (“Our self-preservation feelings 
and consciousness have grown so 
weak that self-destructive behavior 
is commonplace and in some cases 
has achieved chic”) and wry 
commentary (“Our love for life has 
been acculturated into I love to 
shop.") 

Prejudice Against Nature: A 
Guidebook for the Liberation of 
Self and Planet points the way to a 
, new awareness. Dr. Cohen’s 
approach may yet patch the leak in 
the Titanic. 

Ms. West teaches at a private school 
in upstate New York. 
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THE BATTLE OF SALT CREEK 
by Marcy Willow 
(with appreciation for 
“Chevy Chase”) 

God prosper long our Wilderness 
Its lives and safeties ail! 

A woeful crime once there did 
In wild Salt Creek befall. 

To rape with dozer and with drill, 

Yates Petrol took the way: 

The child may rue that is unborn 
The harm upon that day! 

To Bitter Lake the Yates crew came, 

Hacked an illegal road, 

Ere midnight through the grassland struck 
A deep and deadly blow. 

Though law did say no oil rigs 
Allowed in Wilderness, 

Ere midnight drilling had begun 
In sacred Gaia’s breast. 



In darkness, on this Samhain time, 
Awakened wolf and crow; 

The rattler and the grey fox felt 
The deep and deadly blow. 

The bobcat shivered on the cliff, 

And fled the fleet mule deer, 

To see more cruel drilling done, 

Yet daylight did appear. 

And thrice each day the Yates crew shifts 
Their paunches did sustain, 

And having dined, the goons resumed 
To rape the land again. 

The word it spread, and Earth First! thanes 
A vow to God did make 
Yates’ pillage of the Wilderness 
Their brave-hearts wouldn’t take. 

The Fish and Wildlife Service to 
Seem they had a caring, 

Gave Yates trespass citations, and 
The goons kept on a’drilling. 



Then came five sons of Mother Earth, 

All chosen men of might, 

Who knew full well in time of need 
Such wrong they must aright. 

The brave Wes Leonard, and the stout- 
Heart Colburns: John and Mike, 

The gallant Ed Bums and Jack Kutz, 
Advanced through the night. 

Their tents were set upon the road, 

When sun shown all around. 

Confronted by Yates Petrol thugs, 

Our fighters stood their ground. 

The drillers said, get off the road, 

More drilling shall we see. 

“If this is a road,” quoth noble Wes, 

"Illegal then it be!!" 

And from the north, more SWAAT team men 
Advanced, though storm did blow, 

Aboard the old green steed they sped, 

‘Til it foundered in the snow. 

While at the Salt Creek Wilderness, 

The tent blockade held tight, 

‘Til glare of floodlights pierced the dark, 

A threat to the men of might. 

Lo, yonder a bulldozer came, 

Well-armored in the night, 

A roaring, grinding death machine, 

It surged within their sight. 



It closed full fast, toward the blockade 
No quarter was there found. 

And still the gallant gentlemen 
Stood firm upon the ground. 

Our Earth-retainers on the road, 

Well able to endure. 

The Wilderness with special care 
That day was guarded sure. 

“And now with me my countrymen, 
Your courage forth advance! 

We’ll show them what a patriot is, 

And keep our patriot stance!” 

Yates’ dozer driver surged ahead, 
Shouting, “You’ll be killed!" 

Artillery with roar and glare, 

And thought of blood spilled. 

O, Earth!, it was great grieve to see 
Him toward blockaders steer, 

Whose noble blood within their breasts 
He’d spill like water clear. 

The dozer rumbled oe’r the tents, 

Men cursed and dove for life, 

Beneath steel blades the blockade went, 
An agonizing strife. 


The warriors stood amid the wreck, 

Sore wounded was each one. 

They knew - though black and quiet ’twas - 
The battle scarce was done. 

Of all the stars in the night sky, 

Not one a blink did show'; 

The breathless heavens waited oe’r 
The wreck and ruin below. 

Great Basin winds that rage and howl, 

Picked up another cry, 

Bold Foreman, Wolke, and Taylor: 

“A steed for south to fly!" 

They waited at a local inn, 

“Molly’s Bar” by name, 

They slaked their thirst, while fiery blood 
Was raging in their veins. 

‘Twas gentle Kate McCoy that heard 
The Earth First! SWAAT team's need, 

She commandeered a pickup truck - 
To Salt Creek they did speed. 



Meanwhile the villains plotted on - 
An order was imposed: 
“Environment’lists must not block 
The oil rig access road." 

Land Office of New Mexico, 

Cahoots with Petrol Yates, 
Sanctioned more destruction, ’gainst 
Federal mandates. 

November ninth the order met 
The Earth First! SWAAT team - that: 
“You’ll defy state court order if 
You step upon this tract.” 

Across the grassland -yucca flat 
Strode the valiant band. 

They stood upon the access road 
As dawn did warm the land. 

“If we don’t stop the drilling here,” 
Quoth gallant Howie Wolke, 

The Washakie or Bob Marshall 
May suffer the next stroke.” 

“We have to draw the line right here,” 
Quoth he, that rugged thane, 

As wind across the Wilderness 
Caught up his youthful mane. 



They stood between two banners wide, 
One said, “Don’t Tread on Me.” 

The other, bom of Wilderness, 

The famous “Old Glory." 

Then Chaves County Sheriff’s cars 
Approached along the tread, 

Deputy Sheriff Richard Smith, 

“You’ll face arrest," he said. 

“If we’re arrested, so be it,” 

Dave Foreman said, quoth he: 

“We’ll not be tossed out by the goons 
Of some oil company." 

“I don’t see what you fight to save,” 

The Deputy went on, 

He looked up at the oil rig 
"The damage now is done.” 

“We’re protecting every Wilderness,” 
Bold Davey then replies, 

“We want the oil rig out of here, 

We shall not compromise!” 

They stood ’tween drillers and the rig, 
Among the enemy, 

And knew that from that sacred field, 
One foot would never flee. 


0 Earth! Our very hearts did bleed, 
For sorrow for thy sake. 

But sure more sacred Wilderness 
The friends will never take. 


Then on the twenty-seventh of 
December, of remorse, 

Another scheme was fashioned by 
The foul invading force. 

That day, that day, that dreadful day! - 
As rest Earth First! pursued - 
The time ’twas near the longest night, 

More treachery was brewed. 

Traitors in Washington DC 
Did change the law, to wit: 

Department of Interior 
Gave Yates a cruel permit; 

‘Twas despite court ii\j unctions and 
Citations of trespass; 

Despite the BLM’s dissent, 

The villains got the pass. 

Into the pristine Salt Creek 
Surged the evil horde, 

With weapons of destruction 
The Wilderness was gored. 

Two knights amongst the throng there was 
Which saw their country’s woe, 

Who straight in heart did vow revenge 
Upon the bloody foe. 


Neil Cobb, Bob Seeley were they called, 
Who, with an aim full bright - 
No weapons, but with gallant hearts - 
Went fiercely to the fight. 

And past Yates Petrol’s vandals all 
Without all dread or fear, 

Upon the foul and heinous road 
They stood with banners clear. 



They raised Old Glory once again, 
Like Minutemen returned. 

And on that January day 
The land-rapers were spurned. 

The Wildlife Service then declared, 
Unlike ’dozer destruction, 

The defense of the Wilderness 
Violated their instruction. 

And on that wintry afternoon 
The sleeping wildlings stirred; 

The dagger of the crime did strike 
The heart of every bird. 



A homed owl, shrieked in the wind, 
Above the fray did sail, 

As the sheriffs deputies 
Took Neil and Bob to jail. 

Thus did both those nobles fall, 

Whose courage none could stain; 

But all the world heard Earth First! say: 
For wildness we’ll remain. 

We’ll do the best do that we may, 

While we have power to stand; 

While we have power to wield the Truth, 
We’ll fight with heart and hand. 

Our Earth First! SWAAT team’s ready yet, 
Their hearts are good and true. 

And criminals who’d spoil the land - 
‘Twill be a day they’ll me. 

We’ll save our sacred Mother Earth - 
of plenty, joy, and peace - 

And grant henceforth destruction of 
The Wilderness shall cease! 


JIM WATT’S LAST ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT 


As I have indicated in my confir- 
mation hearings, I don’t know how 
many generations we can count on 
before the Lord returns. Since 
Administration policies seem to be 
moving us towards the Apocalypse, 
I felt it was incumbent upon me to 
commission EARTH FIRST! to 
develop a scaping document, which 
could be used in drafting an envi- 
ronmental impact statement on the 
Second Coming. I know that the 
Administration’s policy is to do as 
much as possible in house, and 
avoid consulting fees as an austerity 
measure. ..But this is really big. 

This document is unique in that 
it represents the first attempt to 
base resource management on the 
Scriptures. The document reveals 
that sweeping policy changes are 
mandated by the Scriptures in order 
to make the Earth fit for the Second 
Coming. The following is an Execu- 
tive Summary of that document: 

Ezekiel 36;25 Then will I 
sprinkle clean water upon you, and 
ye shall be clean: from all your 
filthiness, and from all your idols, 
will I cleanse you. 

. Policy Implication: Strengthen 
Clean Water Act. (When water is 
changed into wine it must be pure. ) 
Luke 10;54-56 They said, Lord, 
wilt thou command fire to come 
down from heaven, and consume 
them? 

But he turned and rebuked them, 
and said, Ye know not what manner 
of spirit ye are of. For the Son of 
man is not come to destroy men’s 
lives, but to save them. 


Policy implication: The manufac- 
ture of nuclear weaponry will be 
halted (especially the MX missile 
system) and existing warheads will 
be decommissioned. Instead, a giant 
catapult will be dragged around 
Nevada by a 20 mule team. 

Revelation 9;2 And he opened 
the bottomless pit; and there arose 
a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke 
of a great furnace; and the sun and 
air were darkened by reason of the 
smoke of the pit. 

Policy Implication: Strengthen 
clean air act. 

Revelation 9;4 And it was com- 
manded them that they should not 
hurt the grass of the earth, neither 
any green thing, neither any tree. 

Policy Implication: The Depart- 
ment of Agriculture (esp. the Forest 
Service) and Department of Interior 
(esp. Bureau of Livestock and 
Mining) will be disbanded and a 
new Department of Wilderness will 
be established. 

Job 40;23 Behold, he drinketh 
up a river, and hasteth not: he 
trusteth that he can draw up Jordan 
into his mouth (and Gila, Stanislaus, 
Chatooga, Salmon, St. Johns, 
Columbia, and Colorado). 

Policy Implication: Proposed 
water projects will be abandoned 
and existing dams will be dis- 
mantled. 

Isaiah 5;8 Woe unto them that 
join house to house, that lay field to 
field, till there be no place, that 
they may be placed alone in the 
midst of the earth! 

Policy Implication: 700 million 


acres (exclusive of Alaska) as pro- 
posed by EARTH FIRST! should be 
protected as wilderness. 

Isaiah 35;1 The wilderness and 
the solitary place shall be glad for 
them; and the desert shall rejoice. 

Policy Implication: Expand 
National Park and Wildlife Refuge 
Systems. 

Isaiah 64;25 The wolf and the 
lamb shall feed together. 

Policy Implication: Predator con- 
trol program will be abandoned. 

Micah 6;7 Will the Lord be 
pleased with thousands of rams, or 
with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

Policy Implications: Phase out 
grazing on public lands. Discontinue 
oil and gas leasing. All off-shore oil 
rigs must be removed in anticipa- 
tion of a “walk on the water” arrival. 

Revelation 8; 11 And many men 
died of the waters, because they 
were made bitter. 

Policy Implication: Industries 
causing acid rain will be required to 
clean up their act. (In order to feed 
the multitudes from 5 fishes, the 
waters must be pure.) 

Matthew 19;24 It is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom of God. 

Policy Implication: Consideration 
of economic impacts will be 
dropped. Economic impacts will be 
mitigated by redistribution of 
wealth. 

Since some of the continent (and 
of course He is coming to America!) 
must be made suitable for the 
Second Coming, a range of geo- 


graphic alternatives will be 
considered: 

No Action Alternative: 

Toledo, Ohio: Rumored to already 
be there. 

Description of affected environ- 
ment: Awful. 

Impact of proposed action: Not 
much. 

Alternative B: Los Angeles 
Description of affected environ- 
ment: Pavement. 

Impact of proposed action: Again, 
not much. Probably will be mis- 
taken for another street person. 


Alternative C (Preferred Alterna- 
tive): 

Lake Foul (also known as Lake 
Powell) Arizona/Utah 
Description of affected environ- 
ment: 180 miles of incomparable 
redrock canyon flooded beneath 
reservoir waters (Glen Canyon). 
Impact of proposed action: Signifi- 
cantly positive. Glen Canyon Dam 
will be dismantled and Lake Foul 
(Lake Powell) will be drained to 
reveal once more the most spiritual 
place on Earth. The Colorado and 
San Juan Rivers will cleanse Glen 
Canyon and the area will once again 
be suitable for the Second Coming. 

Alternative D: Washington, DC 
Affected environment: Hot air and 
bullshit 

Impact of Proposed Action: Many 
will have Potomac Fever scared out 
of them. 


Alternative E: Grand Teton National 
Park, Wyoming 

Affected environment: the Western 
Wilderness 

Impact of proposed action: In this 
alternative, the Goddess will be the 
one to return and She will land on 
Grand Teton and cleanse the land. 

Additional landing sites: 

Truth or Consequences, New 
Mexico; Searchlight, Nevada; Cross 
City, Florida; Apostle Islands 
National Lakeshore, Wisconsin; 
Hope, Arkansas; Hope, New Mexico; 
Hope Falls, New York; Difficulty, 
Wyoming. 

Deadline For Comments: Hurry, 
the sky may fall any day. 

Send comments to: 

EARTH FIRST! 
c/o James G. Watt 
Department of Interior 
Washington, DC 

For those of you who have been 
wondering where the hell Big Don 
Schwarzenegger has been hiding 
out, we can now reveal that he 
has been on special assignment 
to Washington, DC, as the Earth 
First ! liason with Secretary of the 
Interior J ames G. Watt. This scop- 
ing document produced by Watt 
and Schwarzenegger proves our 
contention (unique within the 
environmental movement) that 
Watt was one of the great Secre- 
taries of the Interior. 

Watt was actually fired for the politi- 
cal turn-around evidenced in this 
document. Good-bye, Jim. We’ll miss 
you. 
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TEETH-MOTHER 


THIS WATER 


You're port scorpion, 
part tarantula, 
and oil howl. 

You're steely, 
mercurial, 
and os blinding 
os moonshine 

As your prey 
sweats out 
the bolt 
of your fury, 
you turn your hey 
slowly 

lihe a knife. 

Wally Swist 
Shutesbury 


do not woste this 

water's rare os 

blood, this pulse draws from eorthheort, 
from the great turning 

moon pulls, too, 

and sun and your own thirst 
every draw and shove is the beat of 
god's breath, woste this 

water, woste your own 

life is to cherish, no not grab but just 
love 

put your hands and arms to the elbows 
in this stream, cup, lift, and drink this 

Will Inman 
Tucson 


ROAD COMMISSIONER COYOTE 


■for Col Black 


When the sun bloomed 
the highway was gone 
just o deer trail 
and wilted creek bed. 

The roadcrew missing 
since stars hung in 
their gallows of night 
bleat like Circe-bred sheep 
and nibble cheat gross. 

In Hanksville gos pumps 
pour cheap rose'. 

While vocations sizzle 
in dead-end heot, 
the station owner clutches 
his greasy bills, ever resourceful 
filling jugs for Navajos. 

Joseph K. 

Salt Lake City 



J 




to improvise some bent reality 

we ore blindly posting o world dream of graceful use: 

let's brandish love light recklessly/ 

truly our proximity to destiny and blood con fit this collage 
this ort love wrapped together/ 

we tread lightly with sword in heart 

to face the horrors of complacent force/ 

forge o metaphor of compassion/ temper o weapon of sound/ 
keep your body in combstion/ 
keep giviing birth to further frontiers/ 
no mops to walk/ but breathe these movements/ exploding that 
fear/ 

our earth bubble trembles under killer attitudes/ 
conjure hope / make DANGEROUS numbers / 
by practicing warrior dancing we ore actually stretched 

Koyonne Pickens Redway 


i TWO DEER 

i 

5 at such times 
5 as when watching 
: two deer 

• bedded down 

j ond chewing cud 
j unaware of me twenty yards off 

i 

| o breeze blowing 
J up the slope 
i turning their heads 

5 now ond then 
) ot the sound 

• of something in the brush 

$ 

{ ot such moments 


5 


nothing else 
matters 

Pine Wolf 


\ 

| 

5 

! 

5 

i" 

5 

( 

i 

5 

L 


-Bellvue 


FOUND AT GOURD CREEK CAVE 

for De-noturalized American Slobs 


1 0. - Pobst Glue Ribbon 
9. - Foolstuff 
8. - Dudnowiser 
7. - Miller's Lowlife 
6. - Michelsnob 
5. - Old Swilmoukie 
4. - Dusch 
3. - Doors 
2. - Lousybrew 
1 . - Arrowhead 
0. - Dlotzed Off 

James Bogan 
Rollo 


"RE-BIRTH ON THE COLUMBIA" 


The long slumber is ending, 

though 1 1 ,000 years ago was just yesterday. 
The gorge wos finished then, 
except for the Cascades slide 
of Marce Polo's time 
and the Sung landscape pointers 
of mountains and water. 

I stirred from the dream time 
on o clear spring down, 

When Harry Trumon woke 
to the megaton terror 
of reality writ large. 

Then I also re-membered 
the ethereal inexplicable, 
the ineffable 
Rings of Saturn. 

And os the amiable roy gun announced 
death valley days, 

I began to rejoice in Our Lady, 
to sing her praises in delight, 
to donee in wild abandon, 
to fuse in ecstatic union, 
ond to pray: 

Earth is my mother/lover, 

I shall not want: 

She, has me lie down in green meadows. 
She leads me beside restful waters; 

She restores my soul. 

She leads me along right paths 
for her name's sake. 

Even though I walk through 
the volley of deep darkness, 

I fear no evil. 

For she is with me. 


And I shall dwell in the bosom 
of Earth. 

Forever. 


Lone Wolf 


Ecotopio 
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A SYMBOL FOR 
THE DISCRIMINATING 
ECO-GUERRILLA 

STERLING SILVER 
MONKEY WRENCH 

SPECFY LAPEL PIN OR NECKLACE WITH 
SILVER CHAIN - » 14.50 per WRENCH POSTPAID 

WOODEN SHOE ASSOCIATES 
P.O. BOX 1315 

CORTEZ, COLORADO 81321 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER 


SOUTHWEST PHOTO 
iNOTECARDS: 5 Black & 
White Scenes - Chaco Canyon, 
Kiet Siel, Gran Quivira, Long 
Canyon, Monument Valley. 
$3.25 per set. Price includes 
envelopes and shipping. 
Laughing Desert Publications, 
P.O. Box 9424, Albuquerque, 
NM 87119. 




PUP 

by JIM DODGE 


—Gary Snyder 
$3-95 from CHy Miner Book* 
P.O. Box 176, 0* 94701 


Please add $1 for postage and 
handling. 


,l>e Defense *' 


DREAM GARDEN CALENDARS FOR 1 984 

THE 1984 WESTERN WILDERNESS CALENDAR 



The award-winning color calendar celebrating the 
beauty of America's Western Wilderness through the 
words and visions of famous authors and photo- 
graphers. The third Western Wilderness Calendar 
blends the writings of twelve outstanding western 
authors with the unique work of contemporary 
photographers. This combination has distinguished 
the Western Wilderness Calendar as the most original 
and sought after in the marketplace over the last two 
years. Authors include Edward Abbey, Barry Lopez, 
Wallace Stegner, Gary Snyder, Hunter S. Thompson, 
Bernard DeVoto and Aldo Leopold - each with a 
month dedicated to their work. Also included are two 
enigmatic authors deserving of more recognition, 

B. Traven & Everett Ruess. Photographers include 
Philip Hyde, Fred Hirschmann, John Telford 
and Tom Till- 



26 pages, 9 x 12, $6.95 


Order Calendars from Earth 
First! POB 235, Ely, NV 
89301. Enclose $1 per calen- 
dar for postage. 


THE 1984 EARTH FIRST! CALENDAR 


THE 

EARTH FIRST! 


984 

CALENDAR 



A twelve month radical environ- 
mentalists’ calendar featuring drawings 
and graphics from contemporary 
artists celebrating non-violent direct 
action in defense of Mother Earth. It 
includes an extensive listing of 
environmental facts and data unavai- 
lable elsewhere. Proceeds go to fund 
the important work of Earth First! in 
its fight to save (and reclaim) a 
remnant of our natural heritage from 
the corporate enemy. 

26 pages, 8 V 2 x 1 1, $5.00 


— A\V; 




ROAMING THE WEST 
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5Nf atuie 
Qhime$ 

by (j>celiCL 


This is how I earn my living! 
Durable, buff-colored stoneware 
chimes with delicate impressions 
of Pacific Northwest plants. Some 
with words to my songs. They 
make great Christmas gifts and 
$4 from each chime goes to Earth 
First!. $13.50 including postage 
in USA. Mailed promptly to you 
or giftee. 

Write: 

Cecelia Ostrow 
Box 07771 
Big Creek Road 
Florence, OR 97439 


Advertise in Earth First! 

Reach thousands of refined 
minds with your slick Madison 
Avenue message in our high- 
tone, sophisticated publication. 
Rates are as follow: 

Full Page $90 

Half Page $60 

Fifth page $30 

Tenth Page $15 

Column Inch $4 

Columns are two inches wide. 

Page fractions may be done any 
way geometrically possible. All 
prices are for camera-ready copy. 
Classified ads are available for 
10<P a word ($2.50 minimum). 


Gulf of Maine Books, an in- 
dependent alternative book- 
store, offers free mail order 
lists including bioregional 
titles, shamanism and con- 
temporary Native American 
poetry and prose. Special 
requests welcome. Books are 
Weapons. Gulf of Maine, 61 
Main St., Brunswick, Maine 
04011. 


Howie Wolke’s 

WILD HORIZONS 
EXPEDITIONS 

Guided Wilderness 
Backpacking 

Emphasis on small groups and 
adventure in endangered 
roadless areas: NW Wyoming 
and elsewhere in the West. 

Free Brochure: 

Box 2348, Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-5343 
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THE GREAT EARTH FIRST! SUBSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN 


Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal is an independent entity within the broad Earth First! 
movement and serves as a forum for the no-compromise environmental movement. Subscriptions go to publish this 
newspaper and to fund a variety of Earth First! actions. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 


Clip and send to EARTH FIRST! PO Box 235, Ely, NV 89301 
Here’s $10 or more for a one-year subscription to Earth First! 

Here’s $10 or more to resubscribe to Earth First! 

Here’s $250 or more for a life subscription to Earth First! 

Please send a gift subscription to the person below. Here’s $10 or more. 

I’m broke. Please send me a subscription for $ ■ 

Please change my address: 

Referred by . 7 _ 


Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use an alias. 

GIFT 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Introduce others to Earth 
First! and receive the EF! 
bumpersticker of your choice, 
10 silent agitators or a little 
monkey wrench for each gift 
subscription you make. In- 
dicate what you would like on 
the subscription form. 


EARTH FIRST! 

LIFETIME SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Tired of that little red check mark every year? Want to really help 
Earth First! and insure that you’ll get Earth First! The Radical 
Environmental Journal for life (yours or ours - whichever is shorter)? 
Then become a life subscriber! Send us $2 50 and you’ve got it. Or, if you 
prefer, make a tax-deductible contribution of $500 or more to the Earth 
First! Foundation and you will receive a lifetime subscription to Earth 
First!. 


Subscriptions to Earth First! 
fund most of the work of the Earth 
First! movement: the Bald Mountain 
Road Blockade, the RARE II lawsuit, 
EF! state wilderness proposals, ex- 
penses for traveling EF! organizers 
and much more. Not to mention 
publishing the most exciting and 
innovative publication in the 
environmental movement! With 
more subscribers, we can not only 
reach more environmental activists 
with the Earth First! message but 
we will also have more money to do 
the hard work of no-compromise 
conservation: fighting the destruc- 
tion of the tropical rainforests by 
American corporations, opposing 
the Canyonlands Nuke Dump, 
preventingtheconstructionofaddi- 
tional dams on the Tuolumne River, 
developing ecologically reasonable 
wilderness proposals for national 
forest and BLM lands, maintaining 
SWAAT Teams (Save Wilderness At 
Any Time) to immediately leap 
to the defense of threatened 
wildernesses, and inspiring the 
environmental movement to oper- 
ate with ethics, vision, passion and 
courage. 

Our goal is to double the number 
of paid subscribers to Earth First! 
during the next year. And we need 
your help! Awareness of Earth 
First! is best spread by word of 
mouth. YOU can help us reach more 
tree-huggers and sagebrush-lovers. 
YOU can help us fight for natural 
diversity wherever it is threatened. 
And to further encourage you to 
help us gain more subscribers, we 
are launching the GREAT EARTH 
FIRST! SUBSCRIPTION CONTEST. 
Prizes will be given for the number 
of new subscriptions you help us 
get: 


* GRAND PRIZE - 10 DAY FLOAT 
TRIP ON THE LOWER CAN- 
YONS OF THE RIO GRANDE 
with Kingfisher Float Trips. 
(Minimum 20 new subscriptions 
to qualify.) 

* SECOND & THIRD PRIZES - To 
be announced but they’ll be dan- 
dies! 

* TEN OR MORE SUBSCRIP- 
TIONS - Your choice of any EF! 
t-shirt, hat or calendar. 

* FIVE OR MORE SUBSCRIP- 
TIONS - Your choice of any two 
EF! bumperstickers or 2 sheets 
of Silent Agitators. 

* GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS - For 
each gift subscription you give, 
you receive the EF! bumper- 
sticker of your choice or a sheet 
of Silent Agitators. 

HOW IT WORKS 
The new EF! subscription blank 
has a space “Referred By.” Put your 
name in that space for any gift 
subscriptions (or for your own 
resubscription - that counts, too). 
Write us for extra copies of EF! to 
give to others to encourage them to 
subscribe. Put your name in the 
“Referred By”space in thesubscrip- 
tion form in all of those copies of 
EF!. Or send us the names and 
addresses of people to whom we 
should send free sample copies of 
Earth First!. We’ll mark your name 
in the “Referred By” space in all 
those copies we send out. All sub- 
scriptions coming in will be tallied. 
As soon as you get 5 or 10 subscrip- 
tions credited to you, we’ll let you 
know and you can order your prize. 
The GRAND PRIZE (and Second 
and Third) will be determined on 
November 1, 1984. 
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HEY! WANNA BUY A T-SHIRT 


TOOLS - John Zaelit’s monkey- 
wrench and war club. Tan or blue. 
100% cotton. 


S»«<” 


THE CRACKING OF GLEN 
CANYON DAMN-Drawing 
by Jim Stiles. Blue or tan— 75% 
cotton/25% polyester. 


FUCK BECHTEL — designed 
by Bill Turk. Blue with red and 
black “Bechtel Logo” — 100% 
cotton. 


EARTH FIRST! - New 
design! Fist with words 
“EARTH FIRST! No Com- 
promise in Defense of Mother 
Earth” in black on green, red or 
yellow. 100% cotton. ALSO 
AVAILABLE IN FRENCH 
CUT IN WOMEN’S SIZES. 


BUMPERSTICKERS 

Long-lasting vinyl— white 
with green ink. Current slo- 
gans: 

EARTH FIRST! 

REDNECKS FOR WILDER- 
NESS 

BOYCOTT COORS “BEER” 
DAMN WATT. NOT RIVERS 
DRILL WATT, NOT WIL- 
DERNESS 
HAYDUKE LIVES 


MONKEYWRENCH 
KEY CHAINS 

Small, movable monkey- 
wrench on Key Chain with 
Earth First! logo in green on 
white tab. 

SILENT 

AGITATORS 

Fun to stick anywhere— bar, 
bathrooms, Freddie offices 
dead bulldozers, etc. 

COORS — Black words on yel- 
low paper: 

Coors is Anti-Earth 
Coors is Anti-Women 
Coors is Anti-Labor 
AND IT TASTES AWFUL! 
BOYCOTT COORS 


Brill Wait, 
Not Wtl«ler*»ess 


f urtinu sj 

- • - 


DEFEND THE WILDERNESS 
— Drawing by Bill Turk. Black 
with silver design. 100% cotton. 
ALSO IN WOMEN’S FRENCH 
CUT 50/50. NEW! - white with 
black design in men’s style only. 


earth @ 


*•>«**( »*«*<> 




Only Tiro More Shopping Months 


EARTH FIRST! - Green EF! 
logo with words “EARTH 
FIRST! No Compromise in 
Defense of Mother Earth” in red 
ink. Smaller size (shown to left) 
30 for $1! (20<t postage.) 


Helens* 


EARTH ffik FIRST! 


•OBon a sheepman 

'SAVE A COYOTE Iso 

NO. 103 


ibcuTm ’ 

NO. 100 -WITHOUT WRITING 
NO. 101 - WITH WRITING 


I KNOW (fb 

WATTS 
v WRONG 


■'CtfYOTY* 

NO. 104 




S€ND CHECK OR MOMFfOfcPCR 

SUJJXSffflliimM ll 

PC. BOX 11325 H? 

54 LT LAKE CITY, UTAH 

8414 7 ■ % 


T-SHIRTS 

INK PRINTS ON 
COTTON/ POLY 

BLEND 5HIRTS 
ADULTSIZE S-M-L-XL 
CHILD SIZE S-M-L 
COLORS - BLUE- GREY 
GREEN ^ TAN 


BASEBALL CAPS 

INK PRINTS ON WHITE FRONT 
COLORS- BLACK, BURRED 
* ONE 5IZE fin ALL' 

POST RAID 


WOMENS 
'“FRENCH CUT" 
5HIRT5 

WHITE, LTBLUf, TAN 
5IZES.H.L 

ALL SHIRTS *8»EA.- 

P0STR4ID-SPECIFYSIZE, 
PESI6N, FIRST AND 
.SECOND COLOR CHOICE 


(or catalog write: 
Freeforall 

p.o. box 341, borah station, 
boise, idaho 83701 


pours amp (iitoups inquire 
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THE 1984 
EARTH FIRST! 
CALENDAR 


Bigger and better than ever, 
the 1984 Earth First! Calendar 
is hot off the press. Illustrated 
by artists John Zaelit, Roger 
Candee, Lone Wolf Circles, Jim 
Stiles, Jose and Bill Turk with 
art that is powerful and some- 
times outrageous, the ‘84 cal- 
endar features 900 different 
notations of environmental, ra- 
dical, natural disaster, meteor- 
ological and offbeat dates that 
you won’t find anywhere else. 
Over 50 ecological and liber- 
tarian quotes spice the months 
as well. The designation dates of 
all US Wilderness Areas, Wild 
Rivers, National Parks & Monu- 
ments and the original US 
Forest Service Primitive Areas 
are noted. A special bonus is the 
inclusion of actual dates of the 
Luddite uprising in England in 
the early 1800's. All proceeds 
from the sale of the 1984 Earth 
First! Calendar go to fund our 
work. The calendar is $5 (add 
another buck for postage). Con- 
tact us also about wholesale 
orders. Nineteen Eighty Four. 
It's later than you think. 

The back cover of this issue of 
EF! is one of the il- 

lustrations of the 1984 Earth 
First! Calendar. 


‘ Til The Winter Solstice! 


PRICES FOR EARTH! FIRST TRINKETS 



postpaid 

wholesale* 


prices 

prices 

T-shirts 

$8.50 

$5^50 

Bumperstickers 

$1.00 

$ .60 

Silent Agitators (30 EF! or 10 Coors) 

$1.25 

$ .85 

Monkeywrenches 

$1.00 

$ .50 

EF! Camouflage Baseball Caps 

$7.00 

$5.00 

EF! Monkeywrench Key Chains 

$2.25 

$1.50 

French-cut T-shirts 

1984 Earth First! Calendar 

1984 Western Wilderness Calendar 

$9.00 

$6.00 

$8.00 

$6.00 

$3.00 

EARTH FIRST! TRINKETS ORDER FORM 


‘Make out checks to “Earth First!” or send cash. Mail to: Earth First! 
POB 235, Ely, NV 89301. Write us fordetailson bulk orders. Please 
send cash for orders of $5 or less. Please allow 5 weeks for delivery 
(contact us if it has not been received by then). First class delivery 
can be arranged. 

OK, here’s $ Send me the following: 

EF! T-shirt(s), Size(s) & Color(s) 

Glen Canyon Damn T-shirt(s), Size(s) & Color(s) 

Defend the Wilderness T-shirt(s), Size(s) & Color(s) 

Fuck Bechtel T-shirt(s), Size(s) 

Tools T-shirt (Size(s) & Color(s)) 

Monkeywrench(es) 

EF! Camouflage Baseball Caps 

EF! Monkeywrench Key Chain(s) 

Bumpersticker(s): Indicate size and quantity 

Silent Agitators: Indicate kind and quantity 

1984 Earth First Calendar 

1984 Western Wilderness Calendar 



USGS TOPO 
MAPS 


The U.S. Geological Survey 
sells you their topo maps for $2 
and most private dealers charge 
$3 or more. Earth First! sells 
them to you for only $1.75! To 
order, simply send us a list of 
maps you want (in alphabetical 
order by state specifying 7'k or 
15-minute quads) with a check 
to “Earth First!” at $1.75 each. 
Be sure to use the correct. USGS 
name and scale for your maps. 
Maps will be shipped directly 
to you by USGS and you should 
receive them about 2 weeks 
from the time you send your 
order to us. Contact the USGS 
for state indexes (or EF!). OR- 
DER MAPS FROM EARTH 
FIRST! 230 WEST 7th AVE- 
NUE, CHICO, CA 95926. Write 
us for a complete price list on 
special USGS maps. 


JUST $1.75 



\ 




EXTRA COPIES OF 
EARTH FIRST! AVAILABLE 

Spread the word about Earth First! Con- 
tact us to arrange for extra copies of EF! to 
distribute in your area. If you can make good 
use of extra copies, we will bulk ship a dozen 
or two to you every issue. Tt'y to yet others 
to subscribe! Write us at 230 W 7th Ave, 
Chico, CA 95926 for this. 

We also have back issues of EARTH 
FIRST! available. Let us know which issue(s) 
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appropriate third class postage for several. 
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235, Ely, NV 89301. Back issues available 
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Wilderness Areas, Dave Foreman's EF! arti- 
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yonlands, Mardie Murie Interview, Coors 
Boycott. 
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Creek (Gros Ventre) Oil Rig, G-0 Road, How 
Seismic Survey Crews Work, Jail: A Primer 
(Preparing for Civil Disobedience Arrest). 

LITHA June 21, 1982: McKinley Grove 
Sequoias Threatened, 22 Things to do as an 
EF!er. 
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McKinley Grove & Dinkey Creek, Little Gran- 
ite Stakes Pulled - Again. 
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Hetch Hetchy, Environmental Strategy for 
the 80’s, Road Spiking, Marshall’s 1936 Road- 
less Area Inventory, Update on Little Granite. 

SAMHA1N Nov. 1, 1982: BLM Wilderness 
Corruption in Utah Exposed, Abbey on 
Books & Gurus, Closing Roads, Forest Ser- 
vice Assault on Big Wilderness, Nuclear War 
as an Ecological Issue, Guidelines on EF! 
Wilderness Proposals. 

YULE/BRIGID Dec. 21, 1982: Battle of Salt 
Creek, Nightcap (Australia), Bisti, Closing 
Roads, Primeval Wilderness Management. 
Earth Bonding (very lew copies left). 

EOSTAR Mar 21, 1983: Franklin River 
(Australia), Salt Creek Arrests, Kalmiopsis 
& Siskiyous, Deciduous Forest Preserve, Ned 
Ludd’s Tool Box: The Cutting Torch, Disman- 
tle the Wilderness Act!, Road Show Diary, 
Bisti Circus, Creative Littering. 

BELTANE May 1, 1983: Kalmiopsis Block- 
ade, Canyon Country Issues, What You Can 
Do As An EF!er, How To Form An EF! Local 
Group, California Desert, Privatization, 
Australian Rainforest. 

LITHA June 21, 1983: Wilderness War in 
Oregon, Wilderness Preserve System & Map, 
EF! & Watt At Lake Foul, Franklin River 
Victory (Australia), Ed Abbey: Conscience 
of the Conquerer. 

LUGHNASAD Aug. 1, 1983: Bald Mt. Road 
Stopped, RRR Report, Japan Green Party, 
Battle for the Rainforests, Watt Enters Coyote 
(A Greek Tragedy), Idaho’s Long Canyon. 
MABON Sept. 23, 1983: Oregon RARE II 
Suit, Oregon Wilderness Hearing, Sinkyone, 
EF! Idaho Wilderness Proposal, Earth First! 
& Non-violence - A Discussion, Battle for 
the Redwoods, Stiles on Dignity. 


Page 23 Earth First! November 1, 1983 



Bulk Bate 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 

Chico, California 
PERMIT NO. 700 


BOX J35 
ELY. NEVADA 

89301 


SUBSCRIPTION 

INFORMATION 


>ok at your mailing label. If 
; marked with red, this is 
ur last issue unless you re- 
bscribe. If you have resub- 
ribed during the last month, 
sase disregard any red 




Environment & Society Portal 


Suggested citation: Foreman, Dave, et al., eds., Earth First! 4, no. 2 (22 December 1983). 

Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, Multimedia Library. 
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/5275 


All rights reserved. The user may download, preserve and print this material only for private, 
research or nonprofit educational purposes. The user may not alter, transform, or build upon 
this material. 


The Rachel Carson Center's Environment & Society Portal makes archival materials openly 
accessible for purposes of research and education. Views expressed in these materials 
do not necessarily reflect the views or positions of the Rachel Carson Center or its partners. 



THE RADICAL ENVIRONMENTAL JOURNAL ONE DOLLAR 


FREDDIES ATTACK WILDS 


EARTH FIRST! 

YULE EDITION 

December 22, 1983 Vol. IV, No. II 


8609 MILES OF ROAD FOR ROADLESS AREAS! 





The Bald Mountain Road in Oregon is merely one of hundreds of mcyor attacks on wilderness by the 
United States Forest Service. 


NATIONAL RARE II SUIT 


By continuing with development 
activities in RARE 11 ureas, the 
Forest Service is operating in 
blatant and knowing disregard of 
California v.s. Block and Earth First! 
vs. Block. If we do not file a national 
RARE II lawsuit, Earth First! is 
acquiescing in the illegal destruc- 
tion of millions of acres of wild 
national forest lands. 

— Howie Wolke 

Five years ago when the RARE II 
Final Environmental Impact State- 
ment was issued by the Forest 
Service, a small group of Sierra 
Club and Wilderness Society staff 
members met to plan strategy. They 
quickly agreed that although the 
RARE II FEIS was clearly inade- 
quate under the National Environ- 
mental Policy Act (NEPA) and that 
a lawsuit against it on that basis 
would almost surely be successful, 
such a lawsuit was out of the 
question. Why? It might rock the 
political boat. It might unleash the 
much predicted “environmental 
backlash.” Pressure was immedi- 


ately applied to more militant field 
staff, volunteer activists and 
independent organizations such as 
the Oregon Wilderness Coalition 
not to file a RARE II lawsuit. 

Huey Johnson, the courageous 
Natural Resources Secretary in 
Governor Jerry Brown’s adminis- 
tration in California, was not bullied 
by the Club and Society. He knew 
right and wrong — and the RARE II 
FEIS was wrong. Despite high level 
lobbying from the environmental 
establishment, the State of Cali- 
fornia sued the Forest Service over 
RARE II. That suit, however, 
included only forty-seven RARE II 
areas in California. The nervous 
nellies in the environmental estab- 
lishment predicted grave disaster. 
Johnson’s suit won and was upheld 
by the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals 
- the RARE II FEIS was insufficient 
under NEPA. The Forest Service 
could not develop those areas until 
they complied with NEPA. The only 
“disaster” to occur was that the 
areas were protected. 

Still the leadership of the environ- 


mental movement opposed RARE 
II suits. It was not until the summer 
of 1983 that environmental groups 
bucked the Sierra Club and Wilder- 
ness Society when Earth First ! and 
the Oregon Natural Resources 
Council filed suit to stop the Bald 
Mountain Road. They won and 
again the only “disaster” was that 
the Forest Sendee was ordered to 
stop construction. 

Despite California vs. Block and 
Earth First! vs. Block, the Forest 
Service continued development 
plans for roadless areas not 
specifically covered by the lawsuits. 
Internal Forest Service documents 
obtained by Earth First! indicate 
that the Forest Service is aware 
-that such development plans are 
illegal but that unless they are 
specifically enjoined from them, 
they will continue as rapidly as 
possible. (“The Government is likely 
to lose any future court challenges 
to decisions regarding roadless 
areas for which reliance is placed 

continued on page 5 


Since the issuance of the RARE 11 
Final Environmental Impact State- 
ment in 1979, the Forest Service 
has quickly and methodically gone 
about their business of insuring an 
end to the question of wilderness 
designations on the national forests. 
The Forest Service solution is 


nothing to oppose it. The Forest 
Service has not tried to hide then 
bulldozer assault on the roadies-, 
areas; they haven't publicized il. 
either. But the Sierra Club, Wilder 
ness Society and other groups 
haven't looked for it. The informs 
tion is there. Earth First! h: * 


simple. It’s done with chainsaws, 
drill rigs and bulldozers. If then; are 
no roadless areas, there will be no 
wilderness proposals from pesky 
conservation groups. 

This “Destroy the Wilderness” 
campaign by the Forest Service is 
one of the great conservation battles 
of all time, yet it has been done in 
quiet while the national environ- 
mental groups have done little or 

HELP NEEDED FOR 
RARE II SUIT 

A national RARE II lawsuit is 
the cornerstone for t he bold new 


received a summary of the untie- 
operation from the Chief of iho 
Forest Service (EF! has sent copies 
to other conservation groups). It's 
called the DARN Report (Devek p 
ment Activities in Roadless Noe 
Selected) and is a computer prim 
out listing development actirit 
(timber sales, mining, oil and g; 
leasing, roads, etc.) by roadless at : 
and year of operation ( 1979-8" 1 
It’s an inch thick. More detailed 
information on the Freddie attack 
on the roadless areas is in each 
Forest Supervisor's office - maps, 
reports, the works. The only reason 
we haven’t heard of it is because 


campaign in defense of our 
nat ional forest wilderness to be 
launched by Earth First!. Your 
help and active participation are 
needed at ail levels. (See our 
special section on national forest 
wilderness on pages 4-5 to see 
how you can help.) But we need 
special assistance in two areas 
immediately. We hope to file the 
suit in late winter with a request 
for a Temporary Restraining 
Order followed by an injunction. 
Obviously, we need legal assis- 
tance for this suit and would 
welcome it. We need an attorney 
to file the suit. Contact me in 
Chico if you can help. 

Then we need money. We need 
money both for the lawsuit 
and to fund the organizing of our 
entire National Forest Campaign. 
$10,000 is the amount we are 
seeking. The strategy of the con- 
servation movement in defense 
of wilderness on our national 
forests has run aground. An 
aggressive new effort is needed 
and only Earth First! can take 
the initial steps. Please help us. 
$10,000 would disappear over- 
night in the administrative 
overhead of other environmental 
groups. But $10,000 for Earth 
First! will go entirely towards 
action. 

Send your contributions for 
this mfqor effort to Earth First! 
National Forest Campaign, 230 
W 7th Ave., Chico, CA 95926. 
Make your check out to “Earth 
First!”. If you would like to make 
a larger contribution and receive 
a tax deduction for it, let me 
know. 

The final battle for our national 
forest wild lands is beginning. We 
will triumph or go down on our 
feet. 

— Dave Foreman 



environmental groups have been 
sleeping. 

A summary of DARN appears in 
our special section on National 
Forest Wilderness this issue (pages 
4-5) hut the on-the-ground results 
are far worse than the figures 
demonstrate. Previously, the Forest 
continued on page 5 
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ROAD SHOW 

Wilderness folksinger 
Cecelia G ‘trow joins 
the EF! Road Show. See 
page 13. 
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Five > • -ns into when i 'till worked' 
r The VilHerness Societv. I was 
evolved ,n llie '((vision not to sue 
iieF'iresi Sendee on RARE II. I am 
i i" (need that the failure o sue in 
: •"'> was the sjresttesi ■rri.r of the 
modern ■ ' itwerne ton movi'iuent. 
\- von w dl read n • his issue of 
h'n -'h that mistake is finally 

hemu rectified. The deal of the 
(•' i - ■rvice is in destroy w 
ilenie ;s ; is dme the environ- 
mental movement recognized that 
■.imple 'act anti proceeded aecord- 
i ; o|\ ismg every tool available to 
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I mlu the Forest Sendee in defense 
i .ft he wi Id. F.arth First! is launching 
a major campaign in defense of our 
National Forests. Von can road 
about it in the cover stories and the 
-necial section on pages Fa. 

Ac of course, need yourinvolve- 
"iiii Then 1 are a variety of ways 
on can help anti these are out lined 
ui our Forest Wilderness section. 
The campaign will also require 
money. Mike and Peggy Bond of 
Montana have donated the first 
sai ill inwards that campaign with 
he understanding that it he 
Hatched. We figure that we will 
tend s “i ii if i for the lawsuit anti 


other national environmental group 
and would he lost in I heir adminis- 
trative overhead hut for Earth First! 
ii is major funding and will go 
entirely to conservation action. 
Please help however you can. 

The Road Show is shaping up and 
Fill looking forward to finally 
meeting the people with whom I 
regularly correspond east of the 
Rockies. A tentative schedule for 
the Road Show appears in this issue 
John Seed from Australia will join 
us for I ho tour and out of that will 
come our second major campaign 
for 19H4 - the preservation of 


tropical rainforests, in next issue, 
John shares with us the story of the 
Koroga Tribe in the Solomon Islands 
and their battle against the logging 
of their rainforests by the multi 
national giant Unilever. 

In another exciting adventure - 
this unc on the high seas - [tavid 
Rineharl of fireenpeace gives us a 
first person account of t he Rain turn 
Warrior's visit to Siberia this 
summer. Our roving field organizer 
(outside agitator; Mike Roselle 
hasn't been staying away from 
adventure either. He reports on the 
continuing struggle for the Red 
woods in the Sinkyone. 1 think all of 
us can he inspired by these heroic 
actions in the Solomon Islands. 
Siberia and Lost Coast ofOaliforma. 

Heroics aside, discretion some 
times is the better part of valor. 
After discussing the situation with 
several desert rats in southern 
( alifornia. it became apparent that 
a peaceful blockade of the Las 
Vegas Rarstow Motorcycle Race 
would not he safe Unwilling to 
place people in a potentially life 
threatening situation of being run 
over or shot by the flirt-hikers. 
Earth Firsf!dropped plans fora non 
violent protest of the race. 

\o doubt you've heard of the 
fence in Wyoming that was killing 
pronghorn F.arth First! SWAT teams 


EDITORIAL 
EARTH FIRST! 

AND SUBVERSION 

Earth First! is more of a 
movement than a single formal 
organization. There are numerous 
advantages to this kind of con 
figuration - one of them being that 
Earth Firstiers can be active within 
other groups and organizations us 
Earth First !ers. 

From the formation of Earth 
First!, we have recognized and 
encouraged this "subversive” 
nature. [( is, however, subversion 
with a difference. Traditionally, 
subversion refers to the infiltration 
of an enl ity by an enemy in an effort 
to weaken that entity and over 
throw it from within. Earth First ! 
subversion, on the other hand, 
refers to friendly infiltration in an 
effort to strengthen and return an 
organization to its original prin- 
ciples - a revival, house-cleaning, 
de-bureaucratization if you will. 
Earth First! infiltrates the Sierra 
Club to return it to John Muir’s 
biocentric ethic, The Wilderness 
Society to get it back to Rob 
Marshall’s and Aldo Leopold’s 
wilderness vision, the Audubon 
Society to re-ignite the fighting 
spirit of Rosalie Edge. 

It is necessary, however, for the 
infiltrator to guard against being 
subverted by that which she wishes 



. JOHN ZAELIT 


from Jackson, Rock Springs and 
Denver were preparing to cut it 
down just as word came that 
Wyoming Governor Ed Herschler 
had convinced the yahoo who 
owned it to take it down. 

Due to being tied up for three 
weeks on the Montana- Ida ho Road 
Show. I'm getting the Yule issue of 
EE! out a little late. The February I 
issue also will he late getting to the 
mail because Nancy and I are 
escaping to the sunshine of the 
Lower Canyons of the Rio Grande 
in Texas and Organ Ripe Cactus 
National Monument in Arizona until 
January 1 7. We're going to practice 
a little of Cactus Ed's injunction to 
he part time crusaders. 

Finally, we now offer first c lass 
mailing of EE! for an extra $5 a year 
and airmail for overseas addresses 
at an extra Sift a year. Cheek the 
subscription form. 

- lim e Foreman 

r.ORREX 

In the Samhain edition of Earth 
First! we neglected to mention that 
the review of ( iorisernal ion Rinlngg 
was reprinted from Zoo tliolopti 
(\UX2. I JSo-JRO). Also. Marey 
Willow is mortified at a typo whic h 
slipped past her in "The Battle of 
Salt Creek." Iri stanza 10, line J, the 
word is fir ruts, riot friends. 


to subvert, to keep in mind the 
necessity to steer the target group 
rather than to he steered by if For 
those EFlers who wish to operate 
within other groups instead of in 
separate Earth First! groups, here 
art' some si iggestions on subversion 
and infiltration. 

• Encourage the group to take 
stronger stands on issues and to 
propose more ambitious wilderness 
areas (for example, EFlers in the 
Rio Grande Chapter of the Sierra 
Club should work to convince the 
Club t.o propose the closing of the 
North Star Road and the re- 
unification of the Gila and Aldo 
Leopold Wilderness Areas; those in 
the Idaho Conservation League 
should get that group to propose 
the* closing of the Magruder Road 
and t he re- unification of the Selway- 
Bitterroot and River of No Return 
Wildernesses; EFlers in the Oregon 
Natural Resources Council should 
lobby ON RC to kill Mark Hatfield’s 
woefully inadequate Oregon RARF, 
II bill). 

•’ Argue within the group from 
the philosophical/ethical basis of 
Deep Ecology. Get them back to the 
viewpoints of Muir, Leopold and 
Marshall. Speak up at meetings. Let 
the group know it will have to deal 
with you if it compromises. 

continued an pane ■! 
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Earth First! The Radical 
Environmental Journal is an 
independent publication within 
the broad Earth First! move- 
ment. Entire contents are 
copyrighted 1983 but we are 
more than happy to allow re- 
printing if credit is given. Earth 
First! is a forum for the radical 
environmental movement and 
responsibility rests with the 
respective authors and corres- 
pondents. While Earth First! 
does not accept the authority 
of the heirarchical state, noth- 
ing herein is intended to run us 
afoul of its police power. Agents 
provocateurs will he dealt with 
by the Grizzly Defense League 
on the Mirror Plateau. 

Contributions are welcomed 
and should be typed or caret 
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Inquiries, General Corres- 
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with Wildcat Annie 

POB 235, Ely, Nev- 
ada 89301 (702) 289-8636. 

Letters to the Editor, 
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First!, Clippings, Road 
Show, Topo Map orders, to 
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Foreman: 230 W. 7th Ave., 
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(916) 343-6547. 


CLIPPINGS 

Please send any newspa- 
per clippings mentioning 
Earth First! or subjects of 
interest to us at 230 W. 7th 
Ave., Chico, CA 95926. 
Thank you! 



• Watch for the group developing 
too cozy a relationship with political 
figures that will end up with the 
politician getting more than the 
conservation group from the rela- 
tionship. Warn against being sucked 
into the system or playing the game 
as though it’s legitimate. 

• Struggle against growing 
bureaucracy within the group or 
against “professional” staff or 
established leaders insulating 
themselves from the grassroots and 
trying to “lead” instead of serve the 
volunteers. Write letters to the 
president or executive director of 
the group when they sell out or 
become bureaucratic. 

• Keep passion, emotion, anger, 
etc., in the forefront and don’t let 
the group be led off into the blind 
alleys of “credibility,” “profes- 
sionalism” and acceptance in the 
establishment. 

• Work your way into leadership 
positions in the organization. 
Develop no-compromise wilderness 
proposals and positions on issues 
for them. Testify for them at hear- 
ings. Push the group as far as you 


can. 

• Be an open Earth Firstleras you 
do this. Introduce other militants 
in the outfit to Earth First!, hand 
out copies of EF!, wear your EF! 
T-shirt or hat. Be an honest sub- 
versive. Come out of the closet. 
There should be active EF! wings 
in all conservation groups and an 
EF! network throughout the 
environmental movement. 

Of course, there also need to be 
separate Earth First! groups outside 
of the other organizations - that 
will always be our main focus. 

In essence, Earth First! should 
not merely educate and lobby the 
agencies, Congress and the public 
but should target the environ- 
mental movement as well to 
encourage it to take ethical, 
visionary, passionate and coura- 
geous stands and actions on a mul- 
tiplicity of issues affecting natural 
diversity and a healthy environ- 
ment. Earth First! as a movement, 
not a group, should work to take 
over the environmental movement. 

— Dave Foreman 



Lexers 
to the 

Edi+oP 


Letters to the editor are 
encouraged. Lengthy letters 
may be edited for space 
requirements. Letters should 
be typed or carefully printed 
and double-spaced, using only 
one side of a sheet of paper. 
Be sure to indicate if you wish 
your name and location to 
appear or if you wish to 
remain anonymous. Send to 
230 West 7th Avenue, Chico, 
CA 95926 

Dear EF! 

I just want to compliment you on 
the special discussion of violence 
in the last issue. I was very impres- 
sed by Dave’s lead-in essay. I 
thought it struck just the right note. 
I hope all our friends take what you 
said to heart. 

— Virginia 


Dear Earth First! 

Read “EF! & Non-Violence, A 
Discussion,” and thought it was very 
good. After all, WHY SHOULD an 
anarchist group have a single “party 
line”?! Peter Swanson says EF! 
should choose an approach, as if all 
situations required the same tactics: 
ridiculous. 

Montana said it well: I’d rather be 
a hammer than a nail. But it is not 
just that I’d rather; I believe that 
those of us who are here now to 
manifest the Rainbow Warrior have 
a duty to protect Earthmother. We 
have to succeed, not just look holy 
trying. And Chim Blea is right about 
not turning aside from the struggle 
to achieve “inner peace”; it is 
cowardly spiritual narcissism. 

I agree about not mixing beer and 
milk. 

— Appalachia 


Dear EF! 

Thanks fora superb and sensible 
£!F/(Mabon Ed.), especially on the 
question of non-violence. If you are 
not comfortable in a blockade — 
stay out! If you feel uneasy with a 
monkeywrench in your hand, don’t 
pick one up! Each of us knows what 
personal contribution we can make 
to the defense of Mother Earth and 
it is a false consciousness to dwell 
on thoughts and methods that we 
cannot handle ethically, psycholo- 
gically or whatever. Your efforts 
and mine will be as complex, as 
innocent, as absurd, as profound as 
we wish to make them. One other 
thing - Chim Blea’s article on the 
Arrogance of Enlightenment — 
wonderful! 

Earth First! has the most lucid, 
poetic, intelligent and heartfelt wri- 
ters I have ever come across in any 
magazine. Keep going. 

— Rainbows 
John Martin, Australia 


Dear EF! 

From one soul’s point of view, 
ecotage is direct non-violent action 
as long as it could not hurt some- 
one. We are pulling up survey 
markers at the Michigan ELF ease- 
ment and doing blockades of the 
Wisconsin facility. I see no devia- 
tion from a Gandhian approach in 
any of this. I also think that if non- 
violence is only a tactic and not a 
philosophy, it will fail. Witness the 
IRA members who used the hunger 
strike after a violent history. They 
were allowed to perish. Maybe my 
mind is small, but consistency is at 
least a goal in this movement. 

— Wisconsin 

Dear EF! 

Please send me a “Rednecks for 
Wilderness” bumpersticker so 1 can 
be the first redneck on my block to 
have one. 

— Covelo, California 



"intelligences vast and cool and unsympathetic 

WATCHED OUR WORLD WITH ENVIOUS EYES... AND 
t MADE THEIR PLANS'" 

- Bill Turk 

- H. G. WELLS 


Dear Earth First! 

Your brave road blockades and 
your clear thinking about our planet 
are inspiring. But your habit of call- 
ing bureaucrats names like 
“Freddie” is a bit counterproduc- 
tive. I’ve worked for Jim Watt’s 
Interior Department, burrowing 
from within like Ed Abbey’s noble 
cutworm. I’ve helped to derail some 
fairly mindless proposals, when 
there has been a lot of public pres- 
sure to get the attention of the 
higher-ups in the Department. 

I’m no longer with Interior, but 
there are lots of brave souls still 
holding out there. Even some of 
Reagan’s appointees have a con- 
science and are trying to do the 
right thing but are trapped in this 
inhuman system. By all means crit- 
icize their actions, block their worst 
efforts, stand firm - but try to do it 
with consideration for the humans 
behind the masks. When we call 
any bureaucrat a name, we’ve guar- 
‘ anteed they won’t listen to us. I 
know it’s satisfying, and it plays to 
cheers back home, but even my 
environmentalist colleagues in 
Interior take offense when their 
whole department is smeared. They 
need our support — it’s lonely trying 
to bring reason to the bureaucracy. 

(I’d sign my name but there are 
some vindictive types here.) 

- Helena, Montana 

(Editor’s note: “ Freddie ”as a pejora- 
tive for the Forest Service or a 
Forest Service line officer origi- 
nated with rural rednecks in 
Catron County, New Mexico, and 
was picked up by Earth FirsV.ers 
working for the Gila National 
Forest there. It is derivedfrom “ Fed- 
eral . ” Similar disparaging terms 
include “ Forest Circus” and ‘ Forest 
Industry Service.” Yes, there are 
good people working for the Forest 
Service and the Department of the 
Interior. There are even active 
Earth First'.ers working for those 
agencies and we are glad they are 
there. We do not mean to insult any 
of the good people in the Fores t Ser- 
vice when we use the term “ Freddie . ” 
But it is human nature to call your 
enemy by derogatory names (and 
it is arrogant humanism to deny 
our human nature). The Forest Ser- 
vice is indeed the enemy and they 
are dedicated to the industrializa- 
tion of our forests and the des- 
truction of wilderness.) 


Dear EF! 

I wish I could send you more 
money. Please keep up the great 
work and don’t be shy about asking 
for the funds to work with. Earth 
First! is the best hope the wild lands 
have for an advocate and 
spokesman. 

— Virginia 


Dear EF! 

Your paper is the best thing going 
on in the environmental front — it 
really helps to tie all of us with love 
for the land together. Very suppor- 
tive to know there are others out 
there of like feelings. Your Smokey 
the Bear Chainsaw Letter was great. 
I’ve been plastering them all over 
the Willamette National Forest here 
in Oregon - on campground poster 
boards and on stumps by clear cuts 
in the forest. I’ve even hit a few 
ranger stations. Keep up the good 
work. 

— Oregon 

(Editor’s note: If anyone would like 
a sa mple copy of the Smokey the 
Bear Chainsaw letter to copy and 
post like ab<we, send a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope with your 
request to our Chico address.) 

Dear EF! 

I would like to know more about 
your organization, your activities, 
publications; and whether you are 
organized at all in my area of the 
Midwest. 1 have read a few brief but 
positive praises of your approach 
and that’s enough to make me think 
that you might supply something 
the Sierra Club (to which I belong) 
doesn’t. 

— Cincinnati, Ohio 

(Editor’s note: We are hoping to 
become more organized in the Mid- 
west through our Road Shou > in 
February. We're looking forward to 
meeting EFfers throughout the a rea 
east of the Rockies then.) 


Dear EF! 

Those guys and gals who exposed 
their bodies to the bulldozers to 
protect wilderness in southwestern 
Oregon, and went to jail for it, cer- 
tainly deserve great credit. A year 
ago I went to a Trident Submarine 
protest rally over on Point Julia at 
the entrance to Hood Canal, but 
that was a Sunday picnic. 

Reminiscing now: I hiked up tin- 
north bank of Rogue River the first 
time in 1927, as far as the Lowery 
ranch. There was no bridge across 
the river to Gold Beach at that time. 
Then I hiked down the R.R. trail 
from just below Grants Pass to Ag- 
ness in 1962 on the Memorial Day 
weekend. Even that recently the 
trail was practically deserted. Now, 
I understand, they have to set lim- 
its to the numbers allowed to hike 
on weekends. 

I wrote letters to the Oregon Sen- 
ators and Washington Reps, as 
requested. Enclosed is a small 
contribution. 

- Washington 


Earth First! 

After reading Ed Abbey’s “The 
Monkey Wrench Gang,” and loving 
every minute of it, I wished that 
there really was such a band of 
zealots. 

Then I read the article “The Real 
Monkey Wrench Gang” in Outside 
magazine and I rejoiced at the exis- 
lence of just such a group. 

Now 1 have read your letter in 
Outside in response to the article 
on privatization and I know there is 
a group of people out there who 
share my view of the relative impor- 
tance of our species in the whole 
ecosystem of our planet. 

I have never before been a mem- 
ber of an environmental conser- 
vation organization. Please send me 
all the information on Earth First! 
and how I may get involved in its 
campaign(s). 

- Colorado 


Dear EF! 

I am gratified to see that at long 
last a group of environmentally con- 
cerned people has gotten up the 
courage to initiate something most 
(if not all) the rest of us so-called 
environmentalists covertly would 
like to see. It was a notable effort by 
your group to resist the USFS in the 
Kalmiopsis. 

- Coos Bay, Oregon 


Letters continued 
on pages 15 and 1 7 


SUBSCRIBE 
TO EARTH FIRST! 
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SAVE OUR 

NATIONAL FORESTS 


Kmm its inception in 1906. the 
primary mission of the United 
States Forest Service has been the 
development of wild National 
F< n est lands. The program has been 
disguised as "conservation”; it 
has appeared under a variety of 
euphemisms (wise use, opening up 
the country, working forests, 
multiple use, etc.), but under 
Republican or Democratic admin- 
istrations the purpose of the Forest 
Service has been to civilize the vast 
t racts of land untrammeled by man 
in the mountains and forests of the 
1 'nited States - to build roads 
where only trails went before, to 
replace ecologically diverse 
vegetative communities with 
managed tree farms, to control 
naturally occurring wild fire and to 
manipulate watersheds. Quite 
simply, it has been a campaign with 
military precision and religious zeal 
to industrialize the wild. 

To be sure, the Forest Service has 
always been willing to set aside a 
few areas of spectacular scenery 
for recreational horsepacking or 
backpacking in a primitive setting. 
But they hat e an inherent bias 
against wilderness. The Forest 
Service viewed RARE II in 1978 as 
the final decision on what was to 
remain essentially wild and what 
was to be developed. Of the 66 mil- 
lion acres identified as roadless in 
RARE II, the Forest Service pro- 
posed only 15 million to remain as 
such. 

Without a visionary, courageous 
change in the goals and strategy of 
the environmental movement, the 
battle for wilderness on the 
National Forests is over. For a 
National Forest Wilderness System 
we will have what is currently 
protected as wilderness and the 
scraps Jim McClure, John Melcher, 
Jake Garn, Mark Hatfield and other 
timber mining industry stooges are 
willing to give us in the current 
n mnd of RARE II “wilderness” bills. 
Everything else - except for 
country' that protects itself through 
extraordinarily rugged topography 
or lack of “resources” - will be 
developed. With that in mind, Earth 
First! is initiating a major campaign 
not just to reform the U.S. Forest 
Service but to totally restructure 
the concept and “management” of 
our National Forests. The key points 
of the campaign at this time are: 

• A National RARE II lawsuit to 
stop development activities 
planned for 1984 and to dramatize 
the crisis in the National Forests; 

• Demonstrations at major Forest 
Service offices in copjunction with 
the lawsuit; 

• Completion of Earth First! pro- 
posals for ecological wilderness on 
till our National Forests; 

• Development of a new concept 
for Forest Service management and 
at tit tides toward timber harvest, 
wildlife, watershed, wilderness, fire, 
grazing, mining, etc., based on 
ec< (logical grounds and a land ethic. 

• Opposition to sell-out “wilder- 
ness” bills with minimal acreage 
protected and any kind of release 
language. 
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THREE REASONS WHY THE 
U.S. FOREST SERVICE SUCKS; 

1 . The Forest Service operates 
under a set of laws that are 
inherently biased against wilder- 
ness and the maintenance of 
natural diversity. 

For example, the Multiple Use- 
Sustained Yield Act of 1960 man- 
dates the agency to manage the 
forests for timber, livestock 
production, recreation, wildlife and 
watershed purposes. This anthro- 
pocentric law is one of the vaguest 
pieces of political offal ever 
produced by the great political 
garbage machine in Washington, 
D.C. Although the Act. does state 
that “some land will be used for less 
than all of the resources” and that 
the Forest Service must not allow 
“impairment of the productivity of 
the land” (section 4a), there is no 
specific direction given to main- 
taining inherent biological diversity. 

The Wilderness Act (1964) does 
little to promote the preservation 
of real Ecological Wilderness, and 
is literally filled with loopholes (see 
Grizx.ly Den 3/21/83). The National 
Forest Management Act( 1976) sets 
up a maze of rules and regulations 
designed to keep bureaucrats 
planning, and to allow them to 
“mitigate” the impacts of activities 
that should never be allowed to 
occur. These laws ALLOW the 
Freddies to legally destroy wil- 
derness and natural diversity. So 
does the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA, 1 970), a toothless 
paper tiger which simply requires 
the agency to consider a range of 
options and their potential impacts. 
Conversely, the 1872 Mining Law 
MANDATES the agency to allow 
the complete destruction of 
ecosystems over large areas of 
public land. 

Unfortunately, there are no laws 
which actually require the Forest 
Service to maintain vast undeve- 
loped areas as reservoirs for genetic 
diversity. As we shall see, it is simply 
a matter of acquiescence for the 
Freddies to take the path of least 
resistance: plan, develop, mitigate 
and manage. The Earth loses. 

2. The Timber Industry and 
other economic self-interest 
groups run the Forest Service. 

Forestry schools in the United 
States are accredited by the Society 
of American Foresters, a utilization- 
| oriented organization composed of 

December 22, 1983 


THE 

GRIZZLY 

DEN 

by Howie Wolke 


professional foresters (many of 
whom work for industiy) who 
received their training at the same 
institutions that they themselves 
accredit. This incestuous relation- 
ship is conducive to maintaining 
the status quo of timber and live- 
stock oriented curriculums (the 
S.A.F. must approve all college 
forestry curriculums). There is little 
opportunity for the infusion of new 
ideas. Old dogma is simply recycled. 
Further complicating the problem 
is the fact that forestry schools 
receive a large percentage of their 
research funding directly from 
industry. Thus, forestry curriculums 
are thoroughly production- 
oriented. Professional foresters are 
laden with training in forest 
economics, wood technology, 
computer programming and silvi- 
culture, while their training in the 
natural sciences (in Ecology, par- 
ticularly) is woefully inadequate. It 
is not surprising that young forestry 
school graduates tend to already 
conform to industry ideology when 
they first enter the Forest Service. 

The timber industry has waged a 
successful propaganda war outside 
the universities, as well. Slick full 
page magazine ads tell us that new 
tree seedlings are always planted 
to replace the old trees that must 
be cut so that all Americans can 
have a three-bedroom house in 
suburbia. Industry and Forest 
Service publications laud the brave 
new world of genetic “supertrees.” 
Government pamphlets and college 
texts, wildly oversimplified and 
biologically incorrect, claim that 
logging is beneficial to wildlife. 
“Trees are a crop” say the govern- 
ment and industry publications: 
forests really aren’t much different 
than a cornfield. If we don’t harvest 
them, our forests will become 
“decadent and overmature” (a real 
forestry term) and their wood will 
be wasted. 

The message is driven home in 
magazines, newspapers, television 
and radio, and in colleges and 
universities. Resource managers 
accept lies as truth, and in turn 
seek to further indoctrinate the 
public. The utilization mentality 
permeates every level of our society 
In this atmosphere of misinfor- 
mation and morally bankrupt 
thinking, the U.S. Forest Service 
operates as the cornerstone of 
corporate dogma. 


Unfortunately for life, the timber 
industry war against the woods is 
also a political war. The existence 
of large timber mills throughout the 
western U.S. pressures the Freddies 
into maintaining the status quo. 
Few district rangers, forest super- 
visors, or local congressmen are 
going to initiate reforms that might 
force a mill to close and put people 
out of work. The timber corpora- 
tions maintain an ever present 
shutdown threat (job blackmail) in 
order to pressure the Freddies into 
maintaining the devastating levels 
of overcutting necessary to feed 
excessively large mills that never 
should have been constructed. 
Forest Rangers consider it their 
duty to maintain this legalized 
insanity: 

“We have a responsibility to 
keep the Louisiana-Pacific 
mill in tmsiness. ” 

— Reid Jackson., Supervisor 
Bridger-Teton 
National Forest, 
Jackson, Wyoming, 6179 

At the national level, industry 
influence and lobbying are legend- 
ary. Under the Carter Administra- 
tion, timber industry lobbyists were 
instrumental in initiating the RARE 
II process which gave away nearly 
3/4 of the remaining national forest 
roadless areas to industry. Under 
Reagan, John Crowell, former chief 
legal counsel for Louisiana-Pacific 
(the largest purchaser of national 
forest timber) is the Assistant 
Secretary of Agriculture, in charge 
of the Forest Service. 

Furthermore, timber production 
“targets” for each forest come 
directly from Washington, set by 
bureaucrats who are far removed 
from the land and its fragile eco- 
systems. As we shall see, career 
advancement is for those foresters 
who meet or approach their targets. 

Through a well-organized multi- 
level propaganda campaign; 
through the application of tremen- 
dous political pressure at the local, 
regional, and national levels; and 
via the inherent (lead-weight 
momentum of a large bureaucracy, 
the timber barons have molded the 
Forest Service into their own 
servant. 

3. Forest Service decision- 
makers are the survivors of an 
incredibly efficient Orwellian 
“filtration system.” 

University students who have a 
biocentric viewpoint tend to 
become rapidly disillusioned by the 
development-oriented forestry 
schools. Many drop out or switch 
majors (I switched from Forestry to 
Conservation halfway through my 
junior year), leaving forestry 
schools with a preponderance of 
unquestioning, multiple-use- 
worshipping graduates to enter the 
Forest Service. Therefore, relatively 
few men and women with vision, 
ideals and courage become 
Freddies. Most have already been 
filtered out of the forestry 
profession. 


Federal employment usually 
means good pay, superb benefits, 
and above all, security. “Don’t rock 
the boat” is the unwritten law in 
most federal agencies. Those few 
environmentalists who do become 
established in the lower levels of 
the agency — and there are some 
good timber foresters, wildlife 
biologists, soil scientists, hydrolo- 
gists and recreation specialists - 
find career advancement to deci- 
sionmaking positions difficult or 
impossible. For this reason, few 
have the courage to outwardly 
oppose agency policy. Those who 
do tend to stagnate in the lower 
levels of the agency. In the Forest 
Service, the district ranger who 
successfully produces his timber 
quota (thus helping his forest 
receive more funding) will become 
a forest supervisor. The supervisor 
whose forest “gets the cut out” 
while creating minimal controversy 
will become a regional forester. 
Subscribers to agency dogma 
advance to decisionmaking posi- 
tions, while the good guys are 
filtered out and remain at the lower 
levels of the agency. In the Forest 
Service, as with most bureau- 
cracies, it is the conformists, not 
the innovators, who climb the 
ladder of success. Tradition has 
degenerated into a self-perpetua- 
ting cycle of conformity. 

Certainly, there are other reasons 
why the Forest Service sucks. Those 
I’ve discussed point out, I think, t he 
deep rooted nature of the problem. 
There is no reason to believe that 
young foresters entering the agency 
will be any more inclined or able lo 
overhaul it than were those of past 
generations. If anything, the 
Freddies are getting worse. 
Although a utilization-oriented 
agency from its inception under 
Teddy Roosevelt in 1906, I do 
believe that its founders would be 
appalled at the agency’s holy war 
against wilderness, its giant scale 
roadbuilding and clearcutting 
practices, its mismanagement of 
livestock overgrazing, and its 
general callousness toward wildlife, 
water quality, and soils. Even the 
true utilitarians of the early 1900’s 
such as Gifford Pinchot, as well as 
the early biocentric visionaries such 
as Leopold and Marshall, would, I 
am convinced, be completely dis- 
gusted with the Forest Service of 
the 1980’s. 

The next Grizzly Den will discuss 
the myth of professionalism, awl 
why we must not let “ professional 
resource managers” decide the fate 
of our public lands. 


Howie Wolke owns and operates 
Wi Id Horizons Expeditions in Jack- 
son, Wyoming, and is the former 
Wyoming Representative for 
Friends of the Earth and is a 
founder of Earth First! 



ARIZONA WILDERNESS 



Arizona’s West Clear Creek. Photo by Dave Foreman. 


In Arizona, Earth Firstlers are 
combining their Forest Service wil- 
derness proposal with the more 
comprehensive wilderness eco- 
system preserve idea. The coupling 
and contrasting of these two, we 
feel, will enhance both. 

A Forest Service wilderness bill 
for Arizona is being considered this 
year by Mo Udall and the rest of the 
Arizona congressional delegation. 
The moderate conservation com- 
munity has presented the dele- 
gation with a “reasonable” propo- 
sal suggesting about 1.8 million 
Forest Service acres or about 17% 
of the total Forest Service lands. 
Their proposal is considered by 
industry and most of the delegation 
to be radical and unrealistic. In 
truth it is basically unambitious. It 
plays the agency game by generally 
considering only identified Forest 
Service roadless areas — even 
though those areas are only ema- 
ciated versions of the actual roadless 
acreage. It also sticks mainly to units 
devoid of “resource conflicts” with 
the livestock, mineral and timber 
industries; and has already offered 
many compromises to these oppos- 
ing forces. Few attempts were made 
to really expand the roadless area 
designations and many RARE II 
units were not included simply 
because they didn’t have high (arti- 
ficial human) standards of wilder- 
ness qualities. 

Earth First! believes that far too 
much of Arizona’s forests are 
roaded already. In a state with such 
radical topographical relief, soil 
instability, fragile arid vegetation 


DARN (cont) 

Service moved in to develop a road- 
less area by chewing away at its 
periphery, munching slowly from 
the outside to the core. In order to 
swiftly eliminate a roadless area 
now, the Freddies are first going for 
the core. 

This new strategy is best exem- 
plified by the Bald Mountain road 
project in Oregon. This road was 


and precious little water, the devas- 
tating effects of roads are in most 
cases not only morally and ecologic- 
ally unjustifiable, but are also 
impractical in terms of economics 
and engineering. 

Our recommendation therefore is 
first to immediately protect the 
roadless character of whatever 
remains undisturbed; and then to 
identify areas which should be 
returned to a roadless condition. 
We have gone on record as support- 
ing wilderness designation for all 
identified roadless areas, but that 
is just the beginning. A true Earth 
First! wilderness proposal must 
have its own vision and ethic and 
not simply respond to the govern- 
ment and agency game plan. 

The developing Earth First! Ariz- 
ona wilderness proposal is really 
two overlapping proposals as men- 
tioned earlier. First of all, expanded 
versions of the roadless areas are 
being proposed with boundaries 
defined in ecological terms rather 
than in terms of roads, impacts or 
artificial wilderness attribute rat- 
ings. This part of the proposal (units 
outlined in black on a state map) 
relates specifically to the congres- 
sional delegation’s considerations 
and provides a contrast to the mod- 
erate environmentalists’ proposal. 
It also relates to the present Forest 
Service roadless area reevaluation. 
Since it responds to the game plan, 
this portion of the proposal is more 
intellectually accessible to the 
agency and politicians. It will get 
their attention and serve to open 
the door to the rest of our proposal. 


along the existing Kalmiopsis 
Wilderness boundary in order to 
completely sever the 150,000 acre 
North Kalmiopsis Roadless area. 
The first timber sale was slated for 
the center of the roadless area — 
not the edge. There is even an 
official forest management term for 
this practice: backing out. This 
identical pattern appears on maps 
and in plans in any National Forest 
planner’s office. Because of this, the 


The next portion involves the wil- 
derness ecosystem preserves. This 
provides the ideal and the basis for 
the more “practical” portion above. 
The preserves are much larger ideal 
wilderness areas overstepping all 
boundaries and man-made intrus- 
ions. They center on whole geo- 
graphic regions and assume an 
intention to recreate vast roadless 
areas of special ecological sig- 
nificance. 

The ecosystem preserves (out- 
lined in bold green on a state map) 


million and a half acres of roadless 
areas scheduled for logging in the 
DARN report represent even more 
millions of acres eliminated from a 
roadless condition and chopped 
into smaller and smaller scraps of 
wild country. 

The DARN • material does not 
cover the entire national forest 
system either. Because of “release 
language” in passed RARE II bills, 
Alaska, Colorado, New Mexico, 
Indiana, Missouri and West Virginia 
are not included. In fact, roadless 
areas not designated as wilderness 
in those states do not exist in any 
legal sense. The miles of roads and 
acres of clearcuts built or projected 
in these areas are not in the DARN 
figures. Additionally, DARN figures 
for California are much smaller than 
they would otherwise be because 
the California RARE II suit resulted 
in development activities being 
prohibited in the 47 roadless areas 
covered by the suit. 

With RARE II the Forest Service 
won the battle over wilderness on 
the National Forests. DARN is the 
mopping-up action. Examples of 
nationally significant wild areas on 
the chopping block are: Gospel- 
Hump in Idaho — 90 miles of roads; 
McGregor-Thompson in Montana - 
246 miles of roads; Selway-Bitter- 
root additions in Montana — 20,000 
acres of clearcuts; Leidy in Utah - 
56 miles of roads; Orleans Mountain 
in California — 79 miles of roads; 
Glacier Peak additions in Washing- 
ton — 62 miles of roads; North Fork 
of the John Day in Oregon — 156 
miles of roads; Big Schloss in Vir- 
ginia — 35 miles of roads. 

Copies of DARN for your region 
can be obtained by writing the 
Chief, U.S. Forest Service, FOB 
241 7, Washington, D.C. 20013. 


reduce the smaller wilderness areas 
in black to a moderate position; 
while the smaller areas are pro- 
moted as “building blocks” for the 
more comprehensive wilderness 
ecosystem preserves. In many cases 
the preserves will center on areas 
containing one or more agency 
roadless units thereby emphasiz- 
ing this “building block” concept. 

Thus, these two aspects of EF! 
wilderness policy complement each 
other. A larger picture presenting 
our ideal aspirations as well as our 


present practical intentions is dis- 
played for the public and policy 
makers. 

We have first draft boundaries for 
wilderness areas in the six Arizona 
Forests and a few preliminary eco- 
system preserves outlined. If anyone 
would like to recommend other 
ecosystem preserves or help to fin- 
alize the agency-related portion of 
our proposal please contact: Pablo 
Desierto at P.O. Box 40154, Tucson, 
AZ 85717. Get in touch soon if 
you’re concerned. 


WHAT YOU CAN DO 


RARE III AND 
WILDERNESS BILLS 

The Forest Service is currently 
taking another look at roadless 
areas on the National Forests and is 
holding public meetings and 
requesting comments. It is impor- 
tant that Earth Firstlers get 
involved in this process without 
accepting its validity. Go to the 
public meetings, meet with Forest 
Service staff to review maps and 
development plans, write letters in 
support of EF! wilderness propo- 
sals to the Supervisor. Let the 
Freddies know there are people out 
there who want more than the 


by the Sierra Club and Wilderness 
Society. 

Additionally, National Forest 
wilderness bills are being con- 
sidered for many states. Almost 
without exception, these are “non- 
wilderness" bills in that they release 
more wild country to development 
than they protect. Write your 
Senators and Representative (U.S. 
Senate, Washington, D.C.; House of 
Representatives, Washington, D.C.) 
for information on wilderness -bills 
in your states. Oppose any kind of 
“release” language. Support Earth 
First! proposals for ecological 
wilderness. 


paltry wilderness areas proposed 

• Help develop or fine-tune Earth First! wilderness proposals for 
your National Forest or state (contact Howie Wolke or the EF! 
Wilderness Coordinator for your state); (See page 7) 

• Get involved in the current Forest Service planning effort 
(RARE III, FORPLAN) and speak out for EF! proposals (contact 
your local Forest Service); 

• Write your Congressional Delegation in support for EF! pro- 
posals for wilderness in your state. Oppose compromise bills that 
designate more non-wilderness than wilderness; 

• Publicize the Forest Service campaign to destroy wilderness; 

• Monitor Forest Service development activities on your N ational 
Forests and fight them with whatever tools are appropriate; 

• Help organize or take part in Earth First! demonstrations 
against the Forest Service this spring (contact Howie Wolke for 
information). 


RARE II 
SUIT (cont) 

on the RARE II FEIS for NEPA 
compliance.” Chief to Regional 
Foresters, March 9, 1983.) 

According to the DARN report 
(see separate story) hundreds of 
thousands of acres of wild national 
forest lands are slated to be roaded, 
logged and leased for oil and gas in 
1984. A national RARE II lawsuit 
will stop that activity for at least 
the coming field season. After 
consultation with many leading 
environmentalists, Earth First! has 
decided that it has no alternative 


but to file a national RARE II suit to 
stop DARN and to demonstrate that 
the United States Forest Service 
operates in insouciant disregard for 
the law. As Marcy Willow said on 
the Bald Mountain Blockade, “The 
Forest Service is an outlaw agency.” 
It’s time they were stopped. 

Furthermore, a national RARE II 
lawsuit can be the central feature 
around which wilderness preserva- 
tionists can rally to begin a new- 
offensive in support of protecting 
our wild forest lands and to stop 
the bulldozers, chainsaws and drill 
rigs that are destroying ecosystems 
a’building since the glaciers 
retreated. The battle is not over. It 


has just begun. 

DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES IN NON-SELECTED 


ROADLESS AREAS (DARN): A SUMMARY 


REGION 

timber 

harvest 

(acres) 

oil & gas 
leasing 
(acres) 

roads 

(miles) 

1 (MT, North ID, ND) 

503,300 

1,916,000 

2,301.7 

2 (East WY, SD, NB)* 

89,800 

629,000 

313.5 

3 (AZ)** 

10,100 

124,000 

28.9 

4 (UT, NV, Western WY, 
Southern ID) 

169,100 

3,503,000 

1,515.4 

5 (CA)*** 

149,200 

107,000 

793.3 

6 (OR, WA) 

449,200 

775,000 

2,952.6 

8 (Southeast) 

65,900 

530,000 

609.5 

9 (Northeast, Midwest****) 

19,400 

29,000 

94.7 


* Colorado not included due to passed RARE II bill 

** New Mexico not included due to passed RARE II bill 

*** DARN in 47 areas prohibited by California RARE II lawsuit 

**** i n( jiana, Missouri and West Virginia not included due to 
passed RARE II bills 

Alaska is not included because its RARE II areas were released 
by the Alaska Lands Act 
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The Earth First! national forest wilderness proposal for Utah includes: 

1 Raft River Complex: (>8,000 acres; Sawtooth National Forest 

2. Stansbury Mtns.: (>0,000 acres; Wasatch National Forest 

3. Sheeprock Mtn. Complex: 47,000 acres; Uinta N.F. 

4. Oak Creek: 4 1 ,000 acres; Fishlake N.F. 

5. Greater Pavant Complex: 323,000 acres; Fishlake N.F. 

(>. Greater Tushar Complex: 51,000 acres; Fishlake N.F. 

7. Circleville Mtn.: 17,000 acres; Fishlake N.F. 

8. Ashdown Gorge: 8,600 acres; Dixie N.F. 

0. Pine Valley Mtns.-Cedar Bench Complex: 

1 28.000 acres; Dixie N.F. 

10. Lost, Peak: 43,000 acres; Dixie N.F. 

1 1 . Clarkston Mtn.: 7,000 acres; Caribou N.F. 

12. Greater Mtn. Namoi Complex: 105,000 acres; Wasatch N.F. 

13. Wellsville Mtn.: 24,000 acres; Wasatch N.F. 

14. Willard/ Lewis Peak Complex: 29,000 acres; Wasatch N.F. 

15. Burch Creek/Francis/Farmington Complex: 

37.000 acres; Wasatch N.F. 

10. Mt. Aire/Olympus/Dromedary/Timpanogas/Lone Peak 
Additions Complex: 80,000 acres; Wasatch N.F. 

17. Greater Santaquin Complex: 110,000 acres; Uinta N.F. 

1 8. San Pitch Mtns.: 63,000 acres; Manti La Sal N.F. 

19. Greater East Mtn./Black Canyon Complex: 

1 17.000 acres; Manti La Sal N.F. 

19a. Greater White Mtn./Big Bear Complex: 

276,000 acres; Manti La Sal N.F. 

20. Greater Thousand Lake Mtn./Fishlake Mtn. Complex: 

221.000 acres; Fishlake N.F. 

2 1 Greater Signal Peak/Marysvale Peak Complex: 

91.000 acres; Fishlake N.F. 

22. Greater Casto Bluff Complex: 205,000 acres; Dixie N.F. 

23. Boulder Mtn./Box-Death Hollow Complex: 

1 34.000 acres; Dixie N.F. 

24. Table Cliff/Henderson Canyon: 20,000 acres; Dixie N.F. 

25. Lakes Unit/Greater High Uintas: 183,000 acres; Wasatch N.F. 

20. Greater High Uintas: 1,000,000 acres including 

small satellite units; Ashley and Wasatch National Forests 

27. White Ledge Complex: 71,000 acres; Uinta National Forest 

28. Diamond Fork/Two Toni Hill: 

350.000 acres; Uinta and Ashley National Forests 

29. Price River Complex: 144,000 acres; Manti La Sal National Forest 

30. La Sal Mountain Complex: 

55.000 acres; Manti La Sal National Forest 

31. Dark Canyon/ Ab^jo Mtns. Complex: 

300.000 acres; Manti La Sal N.F. 


RARE III IN CALIFORNIA 
EARTH FIRST! PROPOSES 
126,000 ACRE ISHI WILDERNESS 


Long time northern California 
wilderness activist and now EF! 
California Wilderness Coordinator 
Nancy Morton of Chico presented 
the Earth First! recommendations 
for wilderness in the RARE III 
review to the Lassen and Plumas 
National Forest Supervisors in 
November. Morton called for closing 
selected dirt roads, rehabilitating 
old timber sales, and combining 
areas for a total of 635,000 acres of 
new wilderness areas and additions 
to existing wilderness on the Lassen 
and Plumas National Forests. 
Among the more significant wil- 
derness proposals made by Earth 
First! are a 126,000 acre Ishi 
Wilderness in the ecologically 


important oak-savannah foothills 
and deep canyons of Deer, Mill and 
Antelope Creeks, and a 106,000 acre 
Middle Fork of the FeAther River 
Wilderness. 

Morton called on Earth First!ers 
elsewhere in California to develop 
wilderness proposals for their 
national forests in response to 
RARE III. She can be reached at 
230 W 7th Avenue, Chico, CA 95926 
(916) 343-6547 for help. J im Ferrara 
(Box 522, Covelo, CA 95428) is 
developing EF! wilderness 
recommendations for the Six 
Rivers, Klamath, Shasta- Trinity 
and Mendocino National Forests 
and would appreciate help from 
knowledgeable people. 


EARTH FIRST! WILDERNESS PROPOSAL FOR LASSEN AND 
PLUMAS NATIONAL FORESTS, CALIFORNIA. 


1 . Thousand Lakes Wilderness Additions 

1 1,500 acres 

2. Lava 

11,000 acres 

3. Cinder Butte 

18,000 acres 

4. Timbered Crater 

58,000 acres 

5. Heart Lake 

9,000 acres 

6. Wild Cattle Mountain 

6,000 acres 

7. Harkness 

1,200 acres 

8. Caribou Wilderness Additions 

5,200 acres 

9. West Prospect 

6,000 acres 

10. Ishi 

126,000 acres 

1 1. Humboldt Summit 

22,500 acres 

12. Chips Creek 

45,500 acres 

13. Bucks Lake 

71,000 acres 

14. Middle Fork Feather River 

106,000 acres 

1 5. Nelsons Creek 

8,500 acres 

16. Yuba 

105,000 acres 

1 7. Adams Peak 

24,500 acres 

Total: 

635,000 acres 


•acreages are rough approximations 
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UTAH WILDERNESS 



THANKSGIVING TURKEY 

A UTAH WILDERNESS BILL 

Just a few days before Thanks- 
giving, the Utah Congressional 
Delegation introduced a wilderness 
bill for the Beehive State. In an 
attempt to quell the squabbles over 
the future of RARE II lands, the 
delegation’s proposal designates 
only 706,000 acres for wilderness 
on national forests in Utah. 

In a surprise statement, the Utah 
Wilderness Association called this 
severely compromised proposal “a 
good start,” and a bill they could 
“begin working with.” Indeed, they 
have their work cut out for them, 
since the UWA endorses 1.6 million 
acres for wilderness in national 
forests in Utah. 

Commenting on the “bare-bones” 
proposal, Earth First! spokesman 
Spurs Jackson said, “Sure it’s agood 
start! It’s a good start toward the 
elimination of the majority of 
national forest wild lands in Utah! 
The bill should be given a complete 
overhaul or killed outright.” 

Earth First! has initially proposed 
4.4 million acres for wilderness on 
national forests in Utah. Besides 
protecting RARE II lands, EF! pro- 
poses ultimate protection for a 
series of “wilderness complexes,” 
plus the protection of “wilderness 
recovery areas” that were planned 
for non-wilderness purposes prior 
to RARE II. 

The High Uintas Mountain Range 
is the area of greatest controversy 
in Utah. This magnificent mountain 
mass is a critical wildlife haven and 
a crucial undisturbed watershed for 
Utah and Wyoming. Its scenic and 
recreational values are nationally 
famous; in fact, many people feel 
that the High Uintas should have 
been a national park years ago. The 
Utah delegation proposes to protect 
about two-thirds of the lands pro- 
posed for wilderness by the UWA, 
and less than one-half of the acreage 


supported by EF! 

As Spurs Jackson stated, “We feel 
that a High Uintas Wilderness of 
over one-million acres (including a 
unit in the Lakes area) is an 
absolute must for Utah. We will not 
settle for less! If the Utah bill passes 
as is, the incredible north slope 
forests of the High Uintas will be 
sacrified on the altar of the timber 
beasts and oil and gas gluttons.” 

Mr. Jackson stressed the need for 
all Earth Firstlers and their friends 


to write directly to the Utah dele- 
gation in Washington, D.C. and voice 
their concerns for wilderness in 
Utah. Jackson also urged people to 
testily at upcoming field hearings 
in Utah, possibly scheduled for as 
early as February. (For more infor- 
mation contact Spurs Jackson at 
Box 26221, Salt Lake City, Utah 
84126.) 

“It’s now or never,” said Spurs. 
“Let’s not let our delegation off the 
hook!” 

- EF! Wired Services 



The Ishi Wilderness — a critical remnant of California Oak Savannah. 




IV \ \ 
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THE TRUMPETER 

Canadian eco-philosopher Alan 
Drengson has begun a newsletter 
for the Canadian Eco Network 
called The Trumpeter. For 
information contact Drengson, c/o 
Lightstar, 1138 Richardson St., 
Victoria, BC, V8V 3C8 Canada. 

MINERS GET THE OCEAN 

In preparation for leasing 
thousands of seabed acres for zinc, 
lead, copper, chromium and other 
minerals, the Department of 
Interior has distributed question- 
naires asking for ideas on fair 
market value to private mineral 
companies. The leases will be 
offered in 1 984 and cover the Gorda 
Ridge from Cape Mendocino in Cali- 
fornia to Newport in Oregon. 

AIR FORCE BOMBS 
GILA WILDERNESS 

The Air Force is continuing in 
their effort to use the air space over 
the Gila National Forest in New 
Mexico as a supersonic training area 
for F-15s. Twelve sonic booms a 
day can be expected. The sonic 
booms will be overpowering — up 
to 10 to 25 pounds per square foot 
of pressure (the Concorde; was pro- 
hibited from flying into the United 
States because it created sonic 
booms of 3/4 psf!). Write a letter 
protesting this outrageous invasion 
of the nation’s first Wilderness Area 


to: Alton Chavis, Tactical Air 
Command/DEEV, Langley AFB, VA 
23665. Send copies of your letter to 
your Senators and Congressperson. 

300-FOOT REDWOOD 
MURDERED 

Despite efforts by the land owner 
and the Sonoma County Land Trust 
to save it, a 1 ,500-year-old Redwood 
was cut down October 17 in this 
northern California county. The 
previous owner of the ranch where 
the great tree lived, Healdsburg 
attorney Thomas Passalaqua, 
retained timber rights when he sold 
the ranch. The tree shattered and 
fell — destroying most of the lumber 
it would have yielded. 

RARE II SUIT IN WASHINGTON 

The Kettle Range Conservation 
Group in Washington State has 
successfully sued the Forest Service 
to stop road building and timber 
sales in the Thirteen Mile Roadless 
Area in the Colville National Forest. 
Citing the Earth First! vs. Block 
and California vs. Block decisions, 
U.S. District Judge Justin L. 
Quackenbush on October 6 en- 
joined the Forest Service from any 
actions which would change the 
wilderness character of roadless 
areas in the Kettle Range. 

ABOS GO TO JAIL 

The imprisonment rate for 
Australian Aborigines is the highest 
for any group in the world, the 
Australian Institute of Criminology 
says. In Western Australia, the rate 
for imprisoned Abos is 1300 per 
100,000. In Queensland, the death 
rate for Aborigines from infectious 
diseases was up to 200 or 300 times 
higher than for whites, Queensland 
University reports. To protest these 
deplorable conditions, write: Prime 
Minister Robert Hawke, Parliament 
House, Canberra 2600 ACT 
AUSTRALIA. 


1080 RETURNS 

The livestock industry has dis- 
covered that it pays off to have a 
gentleman rancher in the White 
House (or is it that he’s played a lot 
of cowboys in B movies?). On 
October 31, the EPA issued a final 
decision on registering 1080 poison 
for use in single lethal dose baits 
and toxic collars to be worn by 
sheep. There are, of course, essen- 
tially no provisions for enforcing 
the use of 1080 to just the above. 
Watch out coyotes, eagles, badgers, 
bobcats, grizzlies — it’s open season 
on you all again. 

ELVES IN THE WOODS 

Project ELF - the Navy’s 
extremely low frequency radio 
signal system to contact missile- 
carrying submarines in case of war 
- continues to draw militant 
opposition. Not only would the vast 
array of buried antennas be a prime 
target in case of nuclear war, it is 
tearing up many acres of woods in 
Northern Michigan. The anti-ELF 
group has been staging non-violent 
civil disobedience protests in both 
Wisconsin and Michigan. Since 
August, they have also been pulling 
up survey stakes for the new grid 
near Marquette, Michigan. 

BUCKS COUNTY BUCKS PUMP 

Over 100 people were arrested 
during July in non-violent protests 
against the Point Pleasant Pump 
Project on the Delaware River in 
Pennsylvania. 

YOUNG HAYDUKES 

Four boys in Joppa, Missouri, dug 
through an earthen dike this fall 
and released a 6 million gallon flood. 
There was no confirmation of a 
rumor that Earth First! had offered 
to pay their way to Page, Arizona. 



EF! WILDERNESS PROPOSALS 


Earth First! is undertaking the 
development of wilderness pro- 
posals for all National Forests. 
These proposals are different than 
the proposals of other groups which 
accept Forest .Service roadless 
inventories and standards of 
reasonableness. Earth First! 
wilderness proposals recommend 
all that is currently roadless and 
undeveloped but also consider 
closing roads, rehabilitating timber 
cuts, and removing other develop- 
ments to create ecological wilder- 
ness. Help is needed to produce 
these wilderness recommendations. 
The following are some guidelines. 



1. The all-wilderness alter- 
native either for BLM WSAs or 
RARE II areas should be your 
starting point. Include adjacent 
lands or other areas discarded in 
the RARE II inventory or the 
BLM WSA selection that were 
recommended by conservation- 
ists. Also review areas elimin- 
ated by conservationists in their 
efforts toward being “reason- 
able,” or that were somehow 
“lost” during the process. 

2. Look at the area and-deter- 
mine, apart from human intru- 
sions or resource conflicts, what 
the “natural” wilderness unit 
should be. A “natural” wilder- 
ness unit is an entire mountain 
range, a vast desert basin, or a 
river system. Think hard about 
preserving the integrity, diver- 
sity, continuity, and expansive- 
ness of the area. Pick out serious 
human intrusions such as paved 
roads or major gravel roads that 
can serve as a boundary. Road 
boundaries are easily defined and 
enforced. 


3. What about current human 


intrusions like dirt roads within 
your area? Do they really serve an 
important purpose? Do they re- 
ceive significant use? If not, 
recommend that they be closed. 
Are there non-conforming uses 
that can be phased out? If so, let 
the land be restored to a natural 
condition. 

4. Are there adjacent roadless 
areas separated from each other 
only by dirt or gravel roads? How 
about closing the roads and com- 
bining the areas for a larger 
wilderness complex? Don’t for- 
get to check back to RARE I 
areas not considered in RARE II 
or BLM roadless areas tossed out 
earlier in the review. 

5. Draw your boundary out to 
the limit of serious human use 
and activity. Past abuses can be 
included in “wilderness recovery 
areas.” Propose that all roads and 
other intrusions in your area be 
closed and private and state lands 
acquired. When you present your 
proposal to the agency or Con- 
gress don’t try to hide the in- 
trusions. Admit them but argue 
that the wilderness values are 
paramount. 


ED ABBEY IN UTAH 


Editor’s Note: Abbey recently 
received this letter from a Salt Lake 
City attorney. His reply follows the 
attorney’s letter. 

Dear Mr. Abbey, 

I am writing on behalf of my 
clients, Mr. and Mrs. J. LaDell Hatch, 
with regard to an incident that 
occurred in Canyonlands National 
Park on July 16, 1983. On that mor- 
ning they had parked their 1982 
Honda model 185 All Terrain Cy- 
cles in a canyon below the Needles 
Overlook when, without warning, a 
very large boulder fell from the cliff. 
It and other debris destroyed both 
vehicles, a Panasonic portable AM/ 
FM cassette recorder (model 
SMX500), and an Aladdin-brand 
thermos bottle. The Hatches were 
very nearly injured and suffered 
significant emotional and physical 
stress resulting from their loss and 
the arduous return to their motor 
home and friends. They were dis- 
posed to consider the event to 
simply be one of the hazards one 
assumes in that desolate and dan- 
gerous country. However, upon 
reporting the loss they learned from 
the authorities of San Juan County 
that such was not the case, i.e., their 
loss was not due to an “act of God” 
but to an illegal, wantonly mali- 
cious, and negligent act perpetrated 
by two men. This information came 
from the reports of Mr. J. Heber 
Cannon and Mr. B. Bradley Snow, 
surveyors (Cannon, Snow & Gam, 
Salt Lake City) under contract to 
the Atomic Energy Commission. 
They have sworn, in a legal deposi- 
tion, that they watched two older 
men, one bearded, push the rock 
over the rim. Accomplices to the 
act included two young women, a 
girl, and black dog. We have estab- 
lished, with the cooperation of the 
Arizona Department of Public Safe- 
ty, that the light brown Toyota 
pickup (with camper) in which the 
bearded man and a plump young 
woman left the scene is, in fact, 
registered to you. We are awaiting a 
response from Texas identifying the 
owner of the blue Ford pickup (with 
camper) in which the others 
escaped. 

Mr. Abbey, my clients are not anx- 
ious to publicize this event. I am 
certain that you share this view 
given the harm that public aware- 
ness of criminal behavior could do 
to a prominent playwright’s career. 

I also would point out that public 
proceedings would attract the 
notice of federal authorities who 


might see this matter in a serious 
light given the importance of the 
imminent nuclear waste disposal 
site to our national security. Addi- 
ionally, a number of criminal 
charges might be considered by t he 
authorities of San Juan County. 

My clients are willing to forego 
compensation for their pain and suf- 
fering and will not press criminal 
charges if you make prompt restitu- 
tion for their property losses and 
my fees. These are as follows: 
Honda 185 ATC’s (2) $3700.00 

Panasonic SMX-500 stereo 189.00 
Aladdin thermos 32.50 

Legal fees 250.00 

TOTAL $4171.50 

Payment should be via a cash- 
ier’s check made out to me and 
delivered to the address above. I 
hope to hear from you within ten 
(10) days in order to avoid much 
more serious and expensive actions. 
Sincerely yours, 

Petter C. Thompssen 
Anscott, Cartlyn & Mastwright 
Attorneys at Law 


Dear Mr. Thompssen: 

Perhaps you have heard of me 
and my nationwide campaign in the 
cause of temperance. Each year, for 
the past fourteen years, I have made 
a tour of Arizona, Colorado, Utah, 
Nevada and Texas and have deli- 
vered a series of lectures on the 
evils of drinking. 

On this tour I have been accom- 
panied by my young friend and 
assistant, Clyde Lindstone. Clyde, a 
young man of good family and excel- 
lent background, was a pathetic 
example of life ruined by excessive 
indulgence in whiskey and women. 

Clyde would appear with me at 
the lectures and sit on the platform, 
wheezing and staring at the au- 
dience through bleary, bloodshot 
eyes, sweating profusely, picking his 
nose, passing gas, and making 
obscene gestures to the ladies pre- 
sent, while I would point him out as 
a perfect example of what over- 
indulgence can do to a good man. 

Last fall, unfortunately, Clyde 
died. 

A mutual acquaintance, Dr. Stan 
Silberman, has given me your name 
and suggested that you may be 
seeking employment in the near 
future. I wonder if you would be 
available to take Clyde’s place in 
my forthcoming lecture tour? 
Yours in Faith, 

Rev. Edwin P. Abbott 
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LOCAL CONTACTS 


If you want to become active with Earth First! in your area, 
contact one of the folks below. If there is no one listed in your area 
and you'd like to start a local group of Earth First! or be a local 
contact, contact EF!, 230 West 7th Avenue, Chico, CA 95926. 

AUSTRALIA 


NOTE TO LOCAL CONTACTS 

Please check your address, name and phone number to make sure 
they are correct. Please send in change of address or phone num- 
ber information promptly. Also make sure that you are listed. If 
not, let us know. 


John Seed 

li'niulorest Information Centre 
l’< >11 JUS. I.ismore 
New South Wales 2 ISO 
Australia 

JAPAN 
Kick Davis 

• i| j K> i >!o-shi. Fushimi-ku 
Fukakiisa. S;tuo> ashiki*cho. 

21 I 

Tanaka kata 
Ksoto. JAPAN 
( t >7”» ) 6 |: 1-205*0 

WESTERN SOLOMON 
ISLANDS 

\ incent Yaguni and 
Job Dudley Tausinga 

Rainforest Information Centre 

poll 31 Mtinda 

Western Solomon Islands 

ALASKA 

Fairbanks - Tom Pogson 

SR 20056 

Fairbanks. AK 09701 

Juneau - R. Farnell 
poll 175t. 

Juneau. AK 99802 

Kenny Lake - Judi Thurmond 

Star Route. Box 334 
kenn\ Lake. AK 90573 

ARIZONA 
Pablo Dt serieto 

Pit >n 40J54 
Tucson. AZ S5717 
i ti02 ) v *s2-t>S3tl 

ARKANSAS 
T.A. Aldaron 

Is27 North Jackson 
Little Rock. AR 72203 

CALIFORNIA 
Areata - Bill Devall 

POB 21 

Areata. CA 95521 
(707) S22-S136 

Berkeley - Ed Heske 

51 Del Mar 
Berkeley. CA 94708 
(415)549-1424 

Chico - Mitch Wvss 

POB 1373 
Chico. CA 95927 
(916) 342-3078 

Fresno - Michael Bordenave 

SAFE 

3771 Circle Drive West 
Fresno. CA 93704 

Marin County - Tim Jeffries 

22 Claus Circle 
Fairfax. CA 94930 
(415)456-7433 

Placerville — Jake Blue & 
Becky Windmiller 

Box C 

Lotus. CA 95651 
(916) 626-9970 

Sacramento — 

Dennis McEwan 

3424 Von Bauer Way 
Sacramento. CA 95281 
(916)487-1376 

Santa Barbara - 
Matt Buckmaster 

6764 Sueno Apt. B 
(roleta. CA 93117 
(KOo) 968-8812 

OR 

Lawrence Worchester 

935 ( amino del Sur 
Isla Vista. CA 93117 
(S05) 968-4478 

Santa Cruz - 
Jean Brocklebank 

4 IS Olive St. 

Santa Cruz. CA 95060 
(408)426-9266 

San Diego - Linda Svendsen 

POB 2236 

Letteadia. CA 92034 
(619)436-3927 

San Francisco - 
Phillip Friedman 

2300 ( >rtega St. 

San Francisco. CA 94122 
( 115)665-0794 

San Luis Obispo — 

Jean C. Gordon 
12114 B Mill St. 

San Luis Obispo. CA 93401 

Sonoma County — 

Ken D' Antonio 
1010] Huy 1 16 
Forest villi*. CA 95436 
(707)887-9107 

COLORADO 
Boulder - Richard Ling 

1020 13th "K 
Boulder. CO 80302 

Denver - Nina Churchman 

119 Pearl 

Denver. CO SI >203 
(303)722-5030 

Durango — Steve Rauworth 

S593 llwy. 172 
Ignacio. CO SI 137 
(303) SS 4-986-1 


Ft. Collins — Chris Johnson 
IS50 Laporte "B9 
Ft. Collins. CO 8052 1 
(303) 482-2382 


Glenwood Springs - 
John Flippoiie 

POB 1091 

Clenuoinl Springs. CO 81601 
(303)945-2075 

Gunnison — Scotty Sidner 

308 S. 12th St. 

Gunnison. CO 81230 

Telluride — Art Goodtimes 

Box 1008 

Telluride. CO 81435 
(303)728-4301 

FLORIDA 
Ronnie Hawkins 

10830 SW 85th Ct 
Gainesville. FL 32601 
(904 ) 495-9203 
GEORGIA 
Julia Heinz 
367 Park Ave 8E 
Atlanta. GA 30312 
(404)577-2621 

HAWAII 
Will Small 

Box 413 

Mountain View. HI 96771 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago - Chris Sherbank 

1915 W School St 
Chicago. IL 60657 
(312)348-4430 

Prairie Grove Group EF! 

Don Johnson 

Woodside Farm 
1841 South River Rd 
Dos Plaines. IL 60018 
(312)296-7960 

Urbana - Bill Enos 

1206 East Michigan 
Urbana. IL 61801 
(217)384-9016 

IDAHO 

Boise - Paul Fritz 

Box 1772 
Boise. ID 83701 
(208) 384-9907 

Bonner’s Ferry - Jerry Pavia 

Box 912 

Bonner’s Ferry. ID 83805 
(208) 267-5924 

Sandpoint — John Anderson 

8450 Sunnyside Rd 
Sandpoint. ID 83864 
(208)263-1752 

Southeast - Rod Adams 

87 Louella 
Blackfoot, ID 83221 
(208)785-2182 

KANSAS 

Manhattan — Neil Schanker 

1221 Thurston 
Manhatten, KS 66502 
(913)532-5866 

Oskaloosa — Daniel Dancer 

Sleeping Beauty Ranch 
Oskaloosa, KS 66066 

MAINE 

Brunswick — Gary Lawless 

POB 186 

Brunswick. ME 0401 1 
(207) 729-5083 

Harrington — Charles Ewing 
RD 1 

Harrington, ME 04643 

MARYLAND 
Leonard J. Kerpelman 

2403 West Rogers 
Baltimore, ML) 21209 
(301)367-8855 

MICHIGAN 
Kathy Chaney 

4 Woodland Rd. 

Houghton. MI 49931 
(906) 482-6409 

MINNESOTA 
Tom Lewanski 

3718 Columbus 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 

MONTANA 

Billings - Randall Gloege 

343 North Rimroad 
Billings, MT 59102 
(406) 256-0965 

Bozeman — Mike Bond 

16320 Cottonwood 
Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 763-4507 

Missoula - Barb Steele 
Rt 1 Box 44K 
St. Ignatius, MT 59865 
(406)745-3212 

NEBRASKA 
Jack Ellis 

4316 Pacific 
Omaha, NE 68105 

NEVADA 

Jomayne R. Stevens 

65 Vine Street 
Reno, NV 89503 


NEW JERSEY 
Bob Ludd 

246 Fawn Ridge 
Mountainside. NJ 07092 
(201) 233-7056 (N) 

(201) 624-7446 (D) 

Stacey Washko 

RD *4 Box 350 
North Brunswick. NJ 08902 
(201)821-9647 821-8644 
Mike Lidestri 
96 Merritt Avenue 
Bergen field. NJ 07621 
(201)385-2047 

Bob Philbin 

Box 60S Meadow Ave. RD "2 
Blackwood, NJ 08012 
(609) 227-8248 

NEW MEXICO 
Albuquerque - Karen Brown 

500 Princeton SE, Apt. 3 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
(505)277-5716 W 

OR 

Neil Cobb 

329 Montclair NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
(505) 277-5897 

Santa Fe — Rue Christie 

Rt. 7 Box 127-C 
Sante Fe, NM 87501 
(505) 988-4284 

NEW YORK 

Rochester — Gary Bennett 

1 27 Vassar 
Rochester, NY 14607 
(716)461-0797 

Troy — Ralph Meima 

251 Liberty Street 
Troy, NY 12180 
(518)272-2496 

Tully - Milton Bicber 

Stevens Road RD * 1 
Tully, NY 13429 
(315) 696-8072 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Andrews — 

Hank & Mary Fonda 

Route 1, Box 640B 
Andrews, NC 28901 
(704)321-4086 

Asheville — Jay Gertz 
120 High Valley 
Alexander, NC 28701 

Star — Ron & Sue Correll 

Star Farm Rt. 1, Box 78 A-l 
Star, NC 27356 

OKLAHOMA 
Forrest Johnson 

1402 Rebecca Lane 
Norman, OK 73069 
(405) 364-3555 

OREGON 

Corvallis - Lynn Cochrane 

744 NW 27th 
Corvallis, OR 97330 
(503) 753-6486 

Eastern Oregon — Ric Bailey 

POB 605 

Joseph, OR 97846 

Eugene — Marcy Willow 

2551 Emerald Street 
Eugene, OR 97403 
(503) 342-7040 

Grants Pass - 
Steve Marsden 
6166 Monument Drive 
Grants Pass, OR 97526 
(503) 474-0259 

Portland - Melinda Lee 

POB 594 

Sherwood, OR 97140 
(503)628-2814 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Philadelphia - Lisa Jo Freeh 

233 Plymouth Road 
Gwynedd Valley, PA 19437 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Kathy Glatz 

POB 1558 

Pine Ridge, SD 57770 
(605) 867-5874 

TENNESSEE 
Charlotte & Carl Leathers 

107 South Bellevue Drive 
Nashville, TN 37205 
(615)352-8716 

TEXAS 

Dallas/ Ft. Worth — 

Don McDowell 

2640 Patricia Ln *20 V 
Garland, TX 75041 

Terlingua — 

Rio Grande Guides Assoc. 

Box 57 

Terlingua, TX 70852 

UTAH 

Escalante — Robert Weed 

Calf Creek Box 60 
Escalante, UT 84726 

Logan — George Nickas 

372 E. 500 N. 

Logan, UT 84321 

Moab - Bob Philips 

POB 381 
Moab, UT 84532 
(801)259-8353 

Park City — Judi Bell-Marcy 

POB 2159 

Park City, UT 84060 
(801)649-3520 


Salt Lake City — 

Spurs Jackson 
POB 26221 

Salt Lake City, UT 84126 

(801) 355-2154 

VERMONT 
Linda Hay 

POB 781 

Springfield, VT 05156 

(802) 263-5427/885-9459 

VIRGINIA 

Manassas — Lee Few 
7610 Glenolden Place 
Manassas, VA 22111 
(703)361-2239 

Staunton — Alan Kinchloe 

Route 1, Box 54 A 
Millboro, VA 24460 

OR 

Robert Mueller 

Rt. 1 Box 250 
Staunton, VA 24401 
(703) 885-6983 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Terry J.- Harris 

108 North Adams Street 
Rockville, MI) 20850 
(301)762-1312 

WEST VIRGINIA 
J.R. Spruce 

Box 222-A RR 1 
Ridgeley, WV 26753 
(304)738-2212 

WISCONSIN 
Eagle-Eco-Runners EF! 

Tim Byers 
1 109 B Fremont 
Stevens Pt, WI 54481 
(715)344-8237 
OR Cindy Minnick 
(715)344-7253 

Madison — Bob Kaspar 

305 North Sixth Street 
Madison, WI 53704 
(608)241-9426 

Pembine — Coldfoot Creek 
Route 1 

Pembine, WI 54156 
(715)324-6422 

Southeast — Meri Kuehn 

1 13 Washington St. 

✓' Iron Ridge, WI 53035 

WYOMING 
Jackson — 

Hiroshima Svendsen 

Box 2166 

Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-4793 

Sundance — 

Harry Longbaugh 

POB 1015 

Sundance, WY 82729 
EARTH FIRST! 

STATE WILDERNESS 
COORDINATORS 

The following people are coor- 
dinating the development of EF! 
wilderness proposals and com- 
ments to agencies in their re- 
spective states. If you’d like to 
coordinate wilderness studies 
for EF! in your state and com- 
ments to the BLM, Forest Serv- 
ice, etc., please let. us know so 
we can list you here. If you’d like 
to help with such studies and 
comments, contact the State Wil- 
derness Coordinator listed for 
your state. 

ARIZONA 
Pablo Deserieto 

Box 40154 Tucson, AZ 85717 
(602) 882-0830 

CALIFORNIA Nancy Morton 

230 West 7th Avenue 
Chico, CA 95926 
(916) 343-6547 

IDAHO 
Howie Wolke 

Box 2348 

Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-5343 

MONTANA 
Howie Wolke 

NEVADA 
Dave Foreman 

230 W 7th Ave* 

Chico, CA 95926 
(916)343-6547 

NEW MEXICO 
Karen Brown 

500 Princeton SE Apt 3 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 
(505) 277-5716 W 

OREGON 
Ric Bailey 

POB 605 

Joseph, OR 97846 

UTAH 

Spurs Jackson 

Box 26221 

Salt Lake City, UT 84 1 26 

(801) 355-2154 

VERMONT 
Linda Hay 

POB 3*2 

Westminster Stations, VT 05 1 59 

(802) 722-3178 

WASHINGTON 
Ric Bailey 

WYOMING 
Howie Wolke 
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HELP STOP THE 
KANGAROO SLAUGHTER 

by Peter Rawlinson, Senior Lecturer in Zoology at La Trobe University 
who recently gave evidence in America at conservation hearings on the 
kangaroo. 

In the 1950s an extensive kangaroo industry developed, initially to 
provide cheap meat for pet food, but later to provide fur skins and 
leather for the export trade. 

By 1970 over 1.5 million kangaroos were being killed each year to 
supply the industry and the United States had become the m<y or importer 
of kangaroo products. 

Public concern about the extent of the commercial kangaroo slaughter 
caused the newly-elected Whitlam Labor Government to ban the export 
of kangaroo products on 1st April 1973. 

On 30th December 1974 the United States Government took comple- 
mentary action to: 

1. Ban the import of kangaroo products; 

2. Place the Red, Eastern Gray and Western Grey kangaroos on the U.S. 
Threatened Species list. 

These actions initiated heavy lobbying of the Australian and U.S. 
Governments by kangaroo processors to have the respective export and 
import bans removed. They also lobbied to have the three major 
commercial species removed from the U.S. Threatened Species list. 

The Australian Government started to capitulate in 1975 and the 
export bans were progressively removed on a State by State basis. 

After the dismissal of the Whitlam Labor Government in November 
1974 and the election of the Fraser Liberal National Party Government, 
the kangaroo export industry was allowed to flourish and expand. 

By 1980 the industry had returned to its 1970 level of operation with 
1.5 to 2.5 million kangaroos being killed and processed each year. 

Throughout the period 1976 to 1981 the Fraser Government and U.S. 
skin and leather processors exerted extreme pressures on the U.S. 
Government to reopen the lucrative U.S. market. 

These pressures were resisted until May 1981 when the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service announced a partial lifting of the import ban. 

On 10th November 1982 the Fraser Government formally petitioned 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to: 

1. Permanently lift the import ban on kangaroo products. 

2. Remove the Red, Eastern Grey and Western Grey kangaroos from 
the U.S. Threatened Species list. 

In response the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service published a proposal to 
lift the import ban and delist the three species in the Federal Register on 
April 8, 1983. 

The Australian Conservation Foundation is requesting helj) from 
U.S. conservationists to stop the slaughter. They point out that after the 
disastrous 1 982-3 drought ( the worst in Australian history) there were 
massive kangaroo die-offs and the total population is now only 10 
million ( there were die-offs of 70% in the main shooting areas). Letters 
(40<t airmail) protesting the kangaroo slaughter should he sent to: 


Robert Hawke 
Prime Minister 
Parliament House 
Canberra, ACT 2600 
AUSTRALIA 

Barry Cowan 

Minister for the Environment 
Parliament House 
Canberra, ACT 2600 
AUSTRALIA 

Editor 
The Age 

250 Spencer Street 
Melbourne 3000 


Editor 

Sydney Morning Herald. 
235 Jones Street 
Broadway 2007 
NSW AUSTRALIA 

Editor 

The Courier Mail 
Bowen Hills 4006 
Queensland AUSTRALIA 


Victoria, AUSTRALIA 




CANYONLANDS NUKE 

DUMP ACTION MAY BE 
IMMINENT 

Our spies warn us that the 
Department of Energy may 
try to slip into the Davis Can- 
yon area next to Canyonlands 
National Park in Utah this 
November or December to be- 
gin test drilling for the nat- 
ion’s first high level nuclear 
waste dump. Earth First! is 
pledged to confront the DOE 
to blockade ANY activity for 
the nuke dump near Canyon- 
lands. We are watching. If you 
would like to participate in 
non-violent direct action at 
Canyonlands or help in a sup- 
port capacity, please contact 
Bob Phillips, POB 381, Moab, 
UT 84532 (801) 259-8353 or 
Spurs Jackson, POB 26221, 
Salt Lake City, UT 84126 
(801) 355-2154. 


BLACK ROCK DESERT WILDERNESS 


Nevada’s Black Rock Desert is one 
of the starkest, most piistine and 
mindbending wildernesses in North 
America. Parts of it have only 
recently been explored with Roger 
Scholl’s pioneer float trip down the 
Quinn River and the discovery of 
the Quinn River marshes in the 
heart of the vast, burning black 
Rock playa. Even given the Bureau 
of Land Management’s restrictive I 
interpretation of “roadless,” they . 
inventoried over half a million acres < 

in one unit (stretching for 70 miles) 
as a roadless area. Other huge road- ' 

less acreages surround the Black C . 
Rock and are separated from each A * 
other only by poor dirt truck trails. L 
One of these units, Blue Lake in the I i 
Pine Forest Range, holds a glacial ^ 
cirque and alpine lake. ® i 

Unappreciative of the out- ” 
standing wilderness values of the Si | 
area, BLM has opposed wilderness I 
designation for the Black Rock ^ 
Desert until recently when they 
proposed a measly 174,300 acres of 
wilderness out of the already cut- 
down half million acre Black Rock 
Desert roadless area. Conservation 
groups in Nevada have made an 
unfortunate compromise and are 
supporting only the BLM recom- 
mendation. This has been all the 
encouragement needed for the 
small miners and ORVers to scream, 

“NO wilderness.” 

The Winnemucca BLM District 
has 18 Wilderness Study Areas 
totalling 1,118,467 acres (many 
outstanding areas were previously 
eliminated from consideration). 

They are only recommending 
340,394 acres in 9 units for wil- 
derness (174,300 acres of that is 
the Black Rock). Establishment 
conservation groups are proposing 
a pitiful 587,700 acres for wil- 
derness. The four-wheel-drive and 
bulldozer crowd are opposing any 
wilderness. 

Earth First! has proposed an 
approximately 2.3 million acre 
Wilderness Area in northwest 
Nevada centered on t he Black Rock 
Desert. This true wilderness could 
be designated merely by closing a 
handful of low grade truck trails 
separating the individual WSAs and 
other roadless areas. There are no 
conflicts of any significance with 
such a vast wilderness in this area. 
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SOUTHERN UTAH 
NEEDS YOUR HELP 


The Canyon Country from Deso- 
lation Canyon to the Escalante, from 
Grand Gulch to the Kaiparowits 
needs your help. Bob Marshall’s 
nine million acre wilderness is 
under relentless attack. If the likes 
of Cal Black and the Utah congres- 
sional delegation have their say, 
there will be no protected wil- 
derness here now or forever. The 
time is now to fight for slickrock 
and badlands. The recently estab- 
lished Southern Utah Wilderness 
Association invites every concerned 
citizen to participate in the saving 
of this wild heritage. We will stop at 
nothing short of every feasible 
appeal and legal battle in defense of 
this wilderness. We need to take 
this message to the nation and we 
need your help and support to do 
this. If you wish to receive our 
newsletter and alerts or to help in 
this battle in any way, please join 
us. Send $10 or whatever you can 
afford to: 

Southern Utah 
Wilderness Association 
Box 348 

Escalante, UT 84726 


NEVADA 


TO 
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ART FOR 1985 EARTH FIRST! CALENDAR 
We’re already thinking about the 1985 Earth First! Calendar and new 
dates and quotes are being compiled. If you have any suggested dates 
or quotes for it, please send them in. We also are soliciting original art 
for the ’85 calendar along the lines of that in the 1984 calendar. (Sorry, 
we can’t pay for art but we will give contributors half a dozen copies of 
the calendar.) Deadline for material is March 21, 1984. Send to: Earth 
First! 230 W. 7th Ave., Chico, CA 95926 
Attn: Dave Foreman 


NEWS FLASH 


On December 13, the Oregon 
Natural Resources Council filed a 
RARE II suit for the entire state of 
Oregon. Details next issue. 


Thank you, 
Robert Weed 
Clive Kincaid 
Grant Johnson 


NORTHERN ROCKIES 
ROAD SHOW 

Howie Wolke and Dave Foreman 
have recently completed a three- 
week-long tour of Montana and 
Idaho presenting the Earth First! 
message to groups in Billings, 
Bozeman, Helena, Kalispell, 
Missoula, Sand Point, McCall, Boise, 
Ketchum, Salmon, Idaho Falls and 
Pocatello. Local EF! groups have 
been formed in many of these 
communities and EF! wilderness 
proposals for Idaho and Montana 
are being firmed up. Howie Wolke 
has also just returned from the 
Montana Wilderness Association 
convention in Kalispell where he 
represented Earth First! on a panel 
discussion about the future of 
wilderness preservation. Wolke and 
Foreman also met with Forest 
Supervisors and Forest Planners in 
many of the National Forests of 
Idaho and Montana. Howie and 
Dave would like to thank all the 
folks who helped organize the 
community meetings for the Road 
Show. If you would like to become 
active in an Earth First! group or 
project in the Northern Rockies, 
check the contact listing for the 
one nearest you or get in touch 
with Howie in Jackson, Wyoming. 


WHAT YOU CAN DO 
Write a letter today to: 

Frank Shields 

District Manager 

Bureau of Land Management 

705 East Fourth Street 

Winnemucca, NV 89445 


• Tell him that the Black Rock is 
a wild region of international 
significance. 

• Urge him to take a visionary 
approach and recommend a vast 
wilderness that will combine 
areas and close roads. 

• Support the Earth First! pro- 
posal for a 2.3 million acre Black 
Rock Desert Wilderness 
(bounded by Highways 34, 49, 8A, 
140 and the Jungo Road) with a 
corridor to the Summit Lake 
Indian Reservation. Parts of 
Sheldon National Antelope Range 
are included in the EF! proposal. 

• Send a copy of your letter to 
your Senators (US Senate, Wash- 
ington, D.C.) and Representative 
(House of Representatives, Wash- 
ington, D.C.). 


These forested mesas were eliminated from the Paria-Hackberry W.S.A. by the B.L.M. because of the 
potential for chaining operations. Photo by Clive Kincaid. 
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SINKYONE STRUGGLE CONTINUES 



Sea lions on Sinkyone Beach. Photo by David Cross. 


by Mike Roselle 

Ha rlli First! prld organizer Mikr 
Unsrllr Inis spent the tall hi the 
Sinkyone area of Humboldt ami 
Mendocino counties on the C«di- 
J'ornia coast helping local con- 
srrralionists in the Sinkyone 
Alliance and the Environmental 
Protect ion and Information Center 
I EPIC) -fight efforts by Georgia- 
Pacific timber company to log old- 
yroirtli Red /roods in the Sally Bell 
drove. His first report on the 
successful blockade October 7 and 
n guest for a tent porary restra i n i ng 
order appeared in the Nov. 1 EF!. 
Foradditional background, seethe 
Si'pl. J-l EF!. The following is 
Roselle's report on direct action and 
legal maneuvering since October 


Soon after the Sonoma County 
I >ist riot Court in Santa Rosa issued 
a Temporary Restraining Order 
against Georgia-Pacific regarding 
cut ting the Sally Bell Grove, GP 
attorney Jared Carter filed for a 
change of venue so the actual 
lawsuit against GP and the Cali- 
fornia Department of Forestry 
would be heard in a court more 
friendly to the giant timber 
company's interests. 

On October 21, the venue was 
changed by Judge Bettinelli to 
Ukiah. in Mendocino County (GP’s 
mill is located in this county), and a 
trial date of October 25, Friday, was 
set. This left the TRO in question. 
Judge Bettinelli felt it. was still in 
effect but GP lawyer Carter did not. 
Although the legal argument con- 
cerning venue as opposed to 
jurisdiction was confusing, one 
thing was clear: If Georgia-Pacific 
thought they could slip in and drop 
the Sally Bell Grove, they would. 
GP had already proven that they 
couldn’t be trusted when they had 
earlier promised not to cut until 
spring and then sent in the chain- 
saws on Oct. 7. An occupation was 
necessary and we began preparing 
again for Direct Action. 

Our monitors reported no logging 
through the weekend and we set 
up our encampment Sunday night, 
Oct. 24, on GP property. Thirty-five 
of us were in the grove before dawn 
on Monday morning. What followed 
was more like a nightmare than a 
peaceful protest. 

GP had fully expected our 
presence since our opposition was 
no secret. At a cost of over $9,000, 
they responded by hiring over 50 



1 iemonst ration in Ft. Bragg. 
Photo by -Judi Quick. 
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Sheriffs deputies and two large 
buses in which to hold prisoners. 
GP company men and security 
personnel were also on hand a(ong 
with a few California Department 
of Deforestation agents. From all 
sides they entered the grove in force 
and quickly secured the logging 
zones. This was impressive, but not 
intimidating, and looked like an 
expensive way to harvest timber. 
Unafraid and even more deeply 
committed, we went to work. 

To prevent everyone from being 
arrested at once and keeping in 
mind that we were there to stop the 
logging and not just to make a 
statement, we abandoned our 
stationary tactics of the previous 
action and broke into smaller 
mobile groups. A cat and mouse 
game broke out and everywhere 
was the sight of coppers chasing 
tree-huggers. Most of the deputies 
were out of shape and didn’t have a 
chance of catching us. The few who 
were in good shape, still couldn’t, 
but they tried harder. The thick 
underbrush allowed a person to 
disappear from sight at almost arm’s 
length. It was soon apparent, none- 
theless, that while this was great 
fun, it wasn’t stopping the logging. 

The loggers, who had previously 
refused to cut in the presence of so 
many people for safety reasons, did 
a complete turnaround. Logging 
commenced even in the occupied 
areas as GP’s concern for our safety 
was proven non-existent. Mary Hill 
(aka Mem) was pinned under a 
fallen tree after she occupied the 
bed the loggers had prepared for it. 
It was feared she was seriously 
injured. Loggers and deputies used 
chainsaws to free her. Mem was 
evicted, but not arrested, and 
friends took her to the hospital 
where she was treated and later 
released. The exact extent of her 
injuries are still unknown but she 
is now up and about, and con- 
sidering legal action. 

Three women were arrested in 
the lower grove. One, who gave her 
name only as Sally Bell, had to be 
carried out in a stretcher at con- 
siderable effort by the police after 
she went limp in an extremely 
inaccessible spot. She and another 
woman wer e charged with resisting 
arrest in addition to trespassing. 
Uhree more women were arrested 
that afternoon, bringing the day’s 
total to six. But in spite of all our 
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efforts, we were losing the grove. 
Everywhere was the whine of 
chainsaws, the sound of falling 
Redwood giants and the static of 
police radios. They were dropping 
Sally Bell and there was little we 
could do to stop it. 

At about 3 o’clock a retreat was 
sounded and a meeting called on 
the Usal county road which was 
neutral territory. Everyone in the 
grove evaded arrest and broke 
through police lines to the “free 
zone” where support people 
cheered us on and welcomed us 
back to safety. After everyone was 
accounted for and the names of the 
arrested confirmed, we retreated to 
Four Corners, across the county 
line, to regroup, strategize and 
prepare for Tuesday. Morale and 
unity were still high. We weren’t 
ready to give up yet. 

The Tuesday morning circle was 
held at the gate to the grove where 
it was legal for us to assemble. There 
volunteers for the action formed a 
smaller circle inside the larger one. 
We sang a few songs and centered 
ourselves before making plans. 
Although our numbers were about 
the same as the day before, our 
plans were different and our 
commitment was greater. If things 
went as badly as the previous day, 
we would withdraw and regroup, 
and go to Ft, Bragg twenty miles to 
the south where we would march 
on GP’s office and seize it (that’s 
right, I said seize it!). This later 
proved unnecessary. 

The affinity groups entered the 
grove under conditions similar to 
the previous day. Things didn’t go 
much better. The logging was con- 
tinuing — but at a reduced rate. 
Someone had hidden one of the 
loggers’ springboards, a device used 
to elevate the feller above the 
massive Redwood root system, and 
no logging would take place in the 
upper grove that day as a result. 
Someone had also used the old 
“toothpick in the padlock keyhole” 
trick which delayed entrance into 
the grove by the police by almost 
an hour. 

I was arrested early in the day 
with my affinity group members Leo 
and Don while we occupied an area 
in the lower grove. The rest of our 
group quickly disappeared when 
the Sheriffs deputies arrived. We 
had agreed on this plan in hopes of 
tying up some officers in the arrest 


and booking process and others in 
the chase. The rest of our group 
headed for the sound of other 
chainsaws in the direction of the 
Medicine Tree. 

The Medicine Tree was the one 
saved in the nick of time during the 
first action on Oct. 7 (see Nov. 1 
EF!). Most of us felt that this tree 
was the heart of the grove. When 
the tree huggers arrived at the 
scene, it was already three-quarters 
cut through, hydraulic jacks were 
in place, and the big tree was ready 
to be dropped. Stepping in between 
the chainsaw and the tree, Lon 
Mulvaney attempted to halt the 
cutting. He was assaulted by an 
ax-wielding logger and escaped 
injury only by moving quickly. He 
was then arrested, cuffed and led 
away. But before Lon was out of 
sight of the still-standing but badly 
damaged Medicine Tree, shouts 
could be heard echoing through the 
trees, calling for the logging to stop. 

EPIC’s lawyers had won a TRO in 
the District Court in Ukiah and all 
timber harvesting was ordered to 
cease as of 3:00 PM by Judge Phelps, 
a visiting j udge from Shasta County. 
In an additional decision at the same 
time, Judge Phelps granted a TRO 
against further trespassing on GP 
land in the Sinkyone (this was 


issued against “John Does 1 through 
200 ”). 

Lon gave us the good news as the 
police threw him in the bus with us. 
We had snatched victory from the 
jaws of defeat! 

Meanwhile, the march on Ft. 
Bragg proceeded. A parade permit 
was issued and 50 people marched 
with banners in support of the 
Sinkyone. A rally was held at 
Georgia-Pacific’s corporate office. 
GP was on the defensive. They tried 
to explain to an increasingly 
skeptical public that they cared 
about the community, the land and 
the Redwoods. Since Sally Bell was 
temporarily safe, there was no civil 
disobedience planned for the 
demonstration. 

In all, there were 12 arrests and 9 
citations issued for trespass. All 
were released without bail on their 
own recognizance. We were 
arraigned in District Court in Willits 
on November 1 9 and our court date 
was scheduled for February 14. Our 
able attorneys, Mel Pearlston and 
Ron Sinoway, are currently trying 
to convince the county to drop the 
charges or face expensive legal 
-action by the defendants. 

On November 3, Judge Phelps 
heard arguments from EPIC’s legal 
staff on their request for a 
permanent injunction against 
Georgia-Pacific and the California 
Department of Forestry. After 
refusing to allow any testimony 
from expert witnesses on cumu- 
lative impacts, archaeological sites, 
water quality and other important 
issues that the plaintiffs were trying 
to raise, Judge Phelps struck down 
the motion for an injunction. He 
did, however, extend the TRO long 
enough for EPIC to file an appeal in 
the California State Court of 
Appeals in San Francisco. That 
appeal was granted on November 9 
and a stay against further timber 
harvesting in the Sally Bell was 
issued until a trial date could be 
set, probably in February' or March. 

The battle goes on. 


The March 2 1 issue of FF/will report 
on Sinkyone court developments. 



Sinkyone blockaders make plans. 
Photo by Judi Quick. 



WILDERNESS AND WILDLIFE 



by Tom Stoddard 

Editor’s Note: Tom Stoddard is a 
popular prize-winning researcher 
and author of jazz literature. He 
has authored many articles and 
two books on the subject. His book, 
Pops Foster the Autobiography of a 
New Orleans Jazzman (DC Press), 
won the ASCAP award. Toni is also 
a former Vice President of Wells 
Fargo Bank and is now an inde- 
pendent businessman and investor. 
Several years ago, Tom began 
writing a series of essays on varimis 
subjects to his four children (Jana, 
Hilary, Antigone and Marcus). The 
one on wilderness and wildlife is 
essentially presented here in its 
entirety. His view is a radical one. 
He promises to expand some of the 
ideas in the near , future. This is 
Part One of a three-part series. 

As you know I have been a wild- 
life and wilderness conservationist 
for a number of years. I decided it 
would be worthwhile for me to write 
out a statement of what I believe 
and how far I think we should go to 
preserve wildlife and wilderness. It 
may help you to understand why I 
am leaving most of my assets to 
that cause. I have also found it very 
self-enlightening when I have to 
write my thoughts down and make 
sense of them to others. I hope this 
is a closer look at the current prob- 
lems and some solutions (plus a 
few miscellaneous thoughts). 

Each of us has to make a decision 
about what is important in his/her 
life (including how important our 
own life is and how much effort we 
should exert to save it — no heroics 
for me when I’m ready to go, 
thanks). Next to my personal loved 
ones I believe the preservation of 
wilderness and wildlife is most 
important. 

The horror of wildlife extinction 


and shrinking habitat has a one 
word cause - man. Man has 
absolute dominion over the earth 
until he finally will destroy it. Man 
is not an endangered species but a 
creeping plague infesting wildlife 
and wilderness with the stench of 
death. Only man can endanger him- 
self and only he can endanger 
everything else. If there were no 
humans on earth there would be no 
problem preserving wildlife and 
wilderness. 

Primitive nomadic hunting man 
had a happy harmony with nature. 
He took only to eat, keep warm, 
make tools and implements and to 
have a few trinkets. He was limited 
by what he and his pack animals 
could carry from place to place. He 
appreciated his place in the natural 
environment and lived harmo- 
niously in it. 

Early civilized man (agrarian 
man) covered the landscape with 
his crops, cabins and castles. But 
scourges, disease and wars kept the 
population under control. On the 
whole his impact was tolerable. 

Modem man since 1900 has 
become an awesome scourge riding 
the wings of science, personal 
productivity, medicine, accumu- 
lated wealth and unbridled repro- 
duction and survival. He has 
covered the landscape like a plague 
- polluting the air, earth, rivers and 
oceans; reproducing like flies in 
summer; paving the earth with 
homes, pipes, roads, buildings, play- 
grounds, airports; concreting rivers 
and building dams; and keeping 
nearly every human bom alive 
regardless of its ability to survive. 

Each additional human on this 
earth means an additional demand 
and drain on the earth’s resources. 
It conversely means less habitat and 
resources for plant and animal 
wildlife, it means more rape of our 
wilderness. From the simplest 
primitive requiring only a hearth, 


scraps of meat and grain, clothes to 
keep warm, a hut and a few tools to 
the Annenberg Estate with mani- 
cured lawns and trees, a fleet of 
limousines, an army of servants 
(themselves affluent), custom- 
made designer clothes, wild animal 
furs to embellish the women, the 
most exotic and delectable of foods, 
an armada of aircraft and enough 
buildings to cause most public 
monuments to blush, every human 
impinges on the earth’s resources. 

Someone must look at man and 
his ubiquitousness and say 
ENOUGH! STOP! Wc so-called 
conservationists must throw aside 
our hair shirts and beggar’s cups 
and demand that wilderness and 
wildlife be saved. That we truly 
must conserve the earth for 
creatures other than man. We must 
use our bodies, our energies and 
our money to stop the false siren of 
progress. No other species can 
compete with us — we can crush 
them with our bulldozers, poison 
them with a Pandora’s Box of 
chemicals, fill in the wetlands and 
swamps with our debris, and scrape 
and build until there is no place for 
any other species to hide. We must 
examine ourselves and our future 
or we will have the entire Earth 
looking like Calcutta, Mexico City, 
New York, Cairo, London and Sao 
Paulo. We must be able to deal with 
fundamental human taboos, fears, 
religious beliefs and survival 
mechanisms or we shall become the 
lonely inhabitants of a devastated 
barren earth cursing the spread of 
crime, assault, disease, murder and 
filth as we look out only on other 
sad sick humans. The extinction of 
a species of plant or animal (now 
occurring hourly) leaves us 
lonelier and lonelier passengers on 
spaceship Earth. 

Philosophically some humans 
must be willing to say that non- 
humans are as important as 
humans. They at least deserve the 
habitat to attempt to survive. 
Consider a moment how zealously 
we protect the scumbag life of a 
political assassin or a mass 
murderer in the United States and 
how carelessly we snuff out an 
entire species of plant or animal. 
Today we count four billion humans 
on earth and less than two hundred 
snow leopards, and yet we bust our 
asses to save John Hinkley, Jr. and 
John Wayne Dacey. What, sad 
dementia. But enough has been 
written to lament the passing 
passenger pigeon, dodo and Cali- 
fornia Condor, and enough tears 
shed to drown the remaining 
gorillas in Africa. What is needed is 
a plan and action. 

In order to have some measure of 
understanding of how foolishly we 
fritter away our resources on inane 
and hopeless activities we must 
have a common denominator we all 
understand. I propose that money 
be the denominator and will use it 
to discuss various factors. Money 
can be used to buy a limousine, pay 
for a child’s liver transplant, hire a 
scientific researcher for a year or 
buy ten acres of wetlands for wild- 
life habitat. Let’s say each of the 
above costs $100,000 and we can 
only do one of them in the coming 
era of limited funds. I would choose 
the last one (unless it were my child 
who needed the transplant — and 
that is an emotional not a rational 
decision). 

Consider, however, some negat ive 
side possibilities such as keeping 
two thugs in prison for a year, 
allowing the retrial of a rapist on a 
technicality (California recently- 


spent several million retrying mass 
murderer Juan Corona), the sex 
change operation of a transsexual, 
keeping four small families on wel- 
fare for a year or purchasing the 
same ten acres of wetlands. It is 
easy to see how we are draining 
away the life of our wilderness and 
wildlife while we are bent on 
squandering our resources on 
useless counterproductive silliness. 
E verytiriie we ecofreaks hear some- 
thing like the government is 
spending six billion dollars buying 
farmers’ wheat to keep the price 
high and “help" the farmer (that 
translates into buying his vote) we 
must convert that into wildlife and 
wilderness dollars. 

I suggest that we could convert 
the money to constructive use by 
purchasing the Wheatland and 
taking it out of production - then 
allowing the land to become wil- 
derness and habitat for wildlife. But 
wildlife and wilderness do not vote 
and our lawyer-politicians are only 
interested in their own reelection. 
We ecofreaks must find ways and 
political clout to convert the 
wasteful use of our money to 
worthwhile ends. And money is a 
good measure of how well we are 
serving these ends. Every ecofreak 
should be alert to ways we might 
change government funding slightly 
or dramatically to help save the 
wilderness and wildlife. 

I am always appalled at how 
religious leaders can quote from 
holy books ad nauseam about 
humans and their needs or a cause 
they are taken with and are pro 
moting. Or to build an edifice to 
their complex. Or to regulate and 
regiment human behavior. But 
never have I heard one discuss what 
man is doing to the wildlife that 
God or the gods surely must have 
put on Earth. Are they worth a few 
words from our so-called religious 
leaders'? Surely the Christian, 
Mohammedan, Buddhist, Shintoist. 
Judaic or Zoroastrian holy works 
and scholars must have given some 
thought to the matter or arc they 
hopelessly anthropocentric? Or 
were they written so long ago that 
they simply could not conceive of 
today’s problems? I hope God did 
not intend for us to destroy all of 
the magnificent wildlife and wil- 
derness she created. 

The well-off and rich (rich have 
multiple millions, well-off have a 
million or so) have a particularly 
good opportunity to memorialize 
themselves, save their progeny from 
the burden of money and keep the 
government out of their pockets. 
Their legacy can mean important 
wildlife habitat and wilderness 


preservation. To digress for a 
moment, though, I believe it is 
important for every human to 
compete in their career, for mate.-, 
style, resources and success. Yet 
almost all of the children of the 
well-off and rich have no such 
opportunity. They are born with s< 
much money or so much is turned 
over to them by parents, grand- 
parents and family members that 
all their needs are satisfied for 
several lifetimes. Who cannot get a 
mate with two hundred million 
dollars? Even Bunker Hunt can do 
it. These human inheritors become 
the equivalent of our domestic dogs, 
cats, parakeets and so on. They have 
food shoved at them every' moment 
they’re hungry, they are mated (or 
not mated or spayed) at the owner’s 
whim and are treated to the cornu- 
copia of modern medicine. There is 
no challenge, no competition, no 
feeling of having done it by yourself 
- inheritors are the lap dogs of 
humanity. 

Another analogy’ would be like 
animals kept in a zoo except the 
people who burden their children 
with large inheritances put the cage 
bars up for their children. The 
children will never know defeat but 
neither will they ever know sweet 
victory. At best they will be slaves 
to keeping the family estate 
together and passing it along. Or 
they might realize their burden and 
dilemma and spend their lives 
trying to block their impotence with 
booze and drugs. Worst of all they 
might, become licentious wastrels 
loading themselves with drugs, 
depravity and perverted diversions. 

The well-off and rich do hav< 
some alternatives to ruining then- 
progeny. And, they can also heij 
save the plants, wildlife and wil- 
derness in ’he process. Some of 
these alternatives are: 

1 ) Leaving money to conservation 
groups for general purposes or 
specific projects like publishing, 
memorial libraries, preservation of 
a species of plant or animal or a 
multitude of other projects. 

2) Set up a memorial endowment 
to provide income each year for a 
specific or general purpose. 

3) Buy a wildlife property and 
leave it to a conservation group to 
memorialize a loved one or let a 
group buy a needed property to 
save a plant or animal in the name 
of the person. 

4) Spend some of their lifetime 
acquiring ecologically important 
properties and leave them to a con- 
servation group - like accumulating 
an art collection. A gift to wilderness 
is a forever gift. 



Sinkyone Coast. Photo by David Cross. 
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n n h e California gray whale is 
| probably the most widely 
2L recognized whale species 
in North America, or at least on the 
west coast. Millions of people have 
seen the whales' great migration from 
their breeding grounds in Mexico to 
their summer home in the Bering Sea. 
At one time whaling threatened the 
very survival of the species. But the 
population has made a spectacular 
recovery, thanks to the governments of 
Mexico, the United States and 
Canada, which have given the gray 
whale total protection from hunting. 

This protection ends when the 
whales reach Soviet waters in the 
Bering Sea. Here, they are still chased 
by whalers, harpooned and towed into 
a shore station, butchered and used 
for animal food. 

The Soviet government claims its 
gray whale hunt feeds the Soviet Inuit 
(Eskimo) population, but it is difficult 
to find anyone outside the Communist 
bloc who believes this. A prime reason 
for this skepticism is the six-fold 
increase in the size of the hunt since 
she mid-50s, when mink ranches were 
introduced in Siberia. Acres of animal 
pens above the Soviet whaling station 
at Loren, photographed in 1981 by 
Paul Watson of the Sea Shepherd 
Conservation Society, offer tacit proof 
the whale meat is being used for 
commercial purposes. 

Unfortunately, the suspicions and 
circumstantial evidence have never 
been enough to force the International 
Whaling Commission to cite the 
Soviets for breaking its rules. 
Emboldened by years of unhindered 
operations, Russia, along with Japan, 
Norway and Peru, declared last fall 
they would not abide by the 1986 
moratorium on commercial whaling. 

As this year's IWC meeting neared, 
conservationists everywhere prepared 
to fight the objecting nations— and 
Greenpeace made plans for an 
unauthorized visit to the Soviet Union. 

I joined the crewmembers of the 
Rainbow Warrior in Nome, 

Alaska for the voyage to 
Siberia. They were tired after a 
grueling three weeks of monitoring the 
Japanese gillnet fishing fleet, but in 
just a few days they were anxiously 
loading the boat for the short trip 
across the Bering Straits. 

Two dozen people gathered on the 
ship's bridge as we approached the 
U.S.S.R.'s 12-mile territorial waters. 
Although no ships, Soviet navy or 
otherwise, appeared on the radar 
screen, it was clear our arrival had not 
gone unnoticed: we were surrounded 
by dozens of gray whales. It was hard 
for us to imagine that some of these 
huge, graceful animals would soon be 
slaughtered for mink feed. 

In July, dawn comes early to the 
Arctic Circle. By 4 a.m. I was in one 
of three inflatables speeding through 
dense fog' toward the Siberian coast, 
now only a few hundred yards away. 
As we approached the shore, we 
wondered what our reception would 
be. Would we be turned back, or 
taken on a staged tour to be shown 
that all the whale meat really was 
going to the Inuit people? Again, we 
were surprised to find no one waiting 
for us at the base of the whaling 
station. 

Five of us went ashore to film and 
pass out literature to incredulous Inuit 
workers who were unloading coal 
from an old barge. It was a beautiful 
morning; as the fog lifted we were 
able to photograph more and more of 
the whaling station and the animal 
pens above it. 

All at once, the quiet of the morning 
was broken by the sound of a Soviet 
army truck speeding down the hill. 
Within minutes, a squad of teenage 


GREENPEACE IN SIBERIA 


by David Rinehart 


Soviet Destroyer bearing down on Rainbow Warrior. Photo by Greenpeace. 


soldiers had taken our cameras, our 
film and our freedom. 

When the Rainbow Warrior's second 
mate drove one of the inflatables in to 
see if he could bring us back to the 
ship, the Soviets had their sixth 
prisoner. The squad commander on 
the beach used one of our radios to 
tell the remaining Rainbow Warrior 
crew, "The Soviet government invites 
you to come ashore," but captain Peter 
Willcox turned down the one-way trip. 
Convinced he could not negotiate the 
prisoners' immediate release, he 
headed the ship for friendlier waters. 

Already a huge Sikorsky military 
helicopter had begun buzzing the 
Greenpeace vessel, making it clear the 
escape from Soviet waters would not 
be uneventful. On the radar screen, 
two ships were approaching fast. The 
Rainbow Warrior, built for fuel 
economy and not for speed, pushed 
on, but within an hour of leaving the 
Siberian coast a Soviet navy ship was 
on the horizon. 

In any form of racing it's the best 
driver, and not necessarily the fastest 
vehicle, that crosses the finish line 
first. Willcox and the crew cut and 
wove their ship in front of the Soviets', 
putting all on the line to avoid 
capture. They would stop, they agreed, 
if a first warning shot was fired, a risk 
that became increasingly likely as the 
chase went on. 

Afraid that capture was inevitable, 
the crew decided to send an inflatable 
back to Alaska with the film taken 
from the boat. Jim Henry, the Rainbow 
Warrior's first mate, volunteered for 
the risky mission. 

But the Soviets saw through this 
plan. As soon as the small boat was 
launched, the Russian helicopter 
swooped toward it, pulling up just 
short of touching it and sending up 
huge waves. For several hours Henry 
tried to distance himself from the ship, 


but the steady harassment made it 
impossible. Weakened by his struggle, 
he was suddenly knocked out of his 
inflatable by a tremendous backwash; 
as the crew of the Rainbow Warrior 
watched through binoculars, he was 
hauled up a rope into the Soviet 
helicopter. 

Seven expedition members were 
now in Soviet hands. But when the 
Rainbow Warrior reached the 
abandoned inflatable, churning around 
in full-speed circles, crewmembers 
found an important tool for their 
friends' recovery. Hidden at the 
bottom of the boat was the campaign 
film, valuable evidence of the capture 
and chase. 

With this documentation in hand, 
the crew turned its full attention back 
to the escape. The Soviet warship, 
unable to pass the Rainbow Warrior 
and unwilling to use its weapons to 
stop it, maintained its pursuit for a 
harrowing 10 hours. Finally, with the 
U.S. territorial border in sight, the 
Soviets turned around and headed for 
home. That evening, all around the the 
United States, the capture of the 
Greenpeace Seven was made public. 


hile all this was going on, 
the six of us on shore 
were discovering that 
being captured by the Soviet army 
wasn't all that bad. We were treated 
courteously by the Soviet soldiers, 
who saw a half-dozen unarmed 
protesters, including two women, as a 
curious aberration of a decadent 
capitalist society, and not as any sort 
of threat. Although our verbal 
communication was limited, the 
international language of a smile and a 
wave served us well with everyone we 
met, from young schoolchildren to a 
stern major, who after a couple of 
hours finally reciprocated our 
greetings. 


The Soviet authorities seemed 
unsure of how to deal with us. The 
day we were captured, the major told 
us his government had decided to 
send us to Seattle. The following day 
he announced the chief judicial officer 
was in the process of deciding 
whether we'd be tried as criminals. He 
told us the going rate for border 
violations was one to three years in a 
Siberian prison. And lest we take our 
barracks accommodations for granted, 
he informed us that in the real prison 

we wouldn't get such good food or 

the use of a table, a chair, or even a 
bed. 

We spent our days trying to sleep, 
waiting for each next meal, telling 
every joke we could remember and 
prying the authorities for any sort of 
prognosis of our situation. The last 
was particularly frustrating: every time 
we asked what our fate might be, we 
heard a different story. By the third 
day we simply stopped asking, waiting 
instead to see whether we'd be taken 
to an airport or a courtroom. 

As it turned out, we saw neither. 

Five days after we were first 
imprisoned, our guard informed us we 
would be boarding a Soviet research 
vessel that would take us to an at-sea 
rendezvous. We had no idea who 
would be at the receiving end - angry 
State Department officials or an 
abrupt Coast Guard crew. As we 
approached the meeting place and 
were finally allowed on deck, we were 
ecstatic to see the Rainbow Warrior, 
our laughing colleagues waving from 
the bow. 

On board the Rainbow Warrior, we 
were surrounded by journalists and 
TV camera crews. Of the many 
questions we were asked, one of the 
easiest was "Do you think you made a 
difference?" The answer was an 
unqualified yes. The IWC's nearly 50 
percent cut in the Soviet Union's 
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JOIN EARTH FIRST 


John Seed on 

Saving the Rainforest 


1984 ROAD SHOW 

•Joined by rainforest expert .John 
Seed from Australia, the 1984 Earth 
First! Road Show crew of Dave 
Foreman, Cecelia Ostrow atid Mike 
Roselle is about to hit the road on a 
tour that will take them to univer- 
sities and communities from Cali- 
fornia to Florida to New Hampshire. 
The theme of the Road Show will 
be the Preservation of Wild Forests 
- from the tropical rainforest under 
attack by multinational corpora- 
tions to the national forests of the 
United States under attack by the 
U.S. Forest Service. 

The Road Show is currently 
scheduled from January 31 to 
March 5. Seed will present a full 
color/sound film of the Terania 
Rainforest Blockade in Australia 
“Give Trees a Chance” and discuss 
threats to the world’s rainforests 
and the development of an interna- 
tional network to combat the 
destruction. Dave Foreman will 
discuss the Earth First! campaign 
to save the National Forests from 
the U.S. Forest Service and, in his 
hellfire and brimstone fashion, 
encourage conservationists to fight 
for wilderness and natural diversity 
with ethics, passion, vision and 
courage. Oregon folksinger Cecelia 
Ostrow will perform her. songs such 
as “Talk to the Trees,” “Sounds of 
the Forest,” and “My Sweet Oregon 
Home.” 

In addition, the Road Show crew 
hopes to meet with Earth First ters 
interested in forming local EF! 
groups and taking action on a 
variety of issues. A tentative 
schedule for the Road Show follows 
with phone numbers for contact 
persons. Help in promoting the 
Road Show is needed in each area. 
If you’d like to help, get in touch 
with the contact. This schedule is 
rough and subject to change. A final 
schedule will be mailed out in 
January. 


ROAD SHOW PROMOTION 


Over 450 enthusiastic people wel- 
comed the Earth First! Roadshow 
to Berkeley in January 1 983 in spite 
of the winter rains. There are a lot 
of people here who were ready to 
hear the kind of things Dave Fore- 
man and Company had to tell them. 
Digger’s speech, in fact, drew a stan- 
ding ovation from the Berkeley 
crowd. The music was both moving 
and arousing, and many people 
stayed well after the main show to 
sing along with Johnny Sagebrush 
and Cecelia Ostrow. Everyone who 
attended the rally left encouraged, 
cursing Watt and his kind, and inter- 
ested in finding out more about this 
hard-talking bunch of ecoradieals 
called Earth First!. 

How did all of these people find 
out about the Roadshow? In the 
Bay Area there’s so much going on 
all the time that it’s hard to grab 
anyone’s attention. The University’s 
bulletin boards got stripped every 
few days and anything you post is 
likely to be buried under a pile of 
notices and flyers within 24 hours. 

The San Francisco Chronicle 
reprinted Stewart McBride’s Out- 
side article on Earth First! in the 
Sunday paper two weeks before the 
Roadshow. That was an incredible 
help. Tim Jeffries, the Marin EF! 
contact, arranged for radio publi- 
city on KPFA as well as an interview 
with Dave Foreman. Phil Friedman, 
the San Francisco contact, got no- 
tices into the Yodeler (Sierra Club 
chapter newsletter), Bay Guardian 
(local free newsweekly), and var- 
ious other places where they’d be 
likely to reach potential Earth 
Firstters. A disc jockey from KALX 
(the UCB radio station) was conver- 
ted to the cause and made several 
announcements on the air. The rest 
was just plain legwork. 


Dave Foreman on 

Saving Wilderness 
from the U.S. 
Forest Service 


An eye-catching black-and-white 
poster was designed by Jean Her- 
zegh, a San Francisco EF!er, and 40 
copies were posted in Berkeley 
where they were most likely to be 
seen by sympathetic eyes. Outdoor 
equipment stores, bicycle repair 
shops, bookstores (especially ones 
known for good nature-outdoors 
sections), co-ops, coffee shops, 
restaurants and record stores with 
windows on heavily usetl streets 
were primary targets. The Berkeley 
Ecology Center put up a prominent 
EF'! display (thanks to Karen Pic- 
kett) and notices were posted in the 
offices of t he various other environ- 
mentally oriented groups with 
which the East Bay is loaded. On 
top of that, a lot of plain old ' snip- 
ing” was done. Almost 700 xeroxed 
flyers were stapled up on bulletin 
boards, telephone poles, fences, 
trash Cans - you name it - during 
the two weeks before the Road- 
show'. The UC campus was blitzed 
with flyers three or four times. Dur- 
ing the two days before the rally, 
notices were taped to the doors of 
the school libraries and buildings 
with lots of classrooms. Announce- 
ments w'ere written on the black- 
boards of major lecture halls in the 
science buildings. And finally, a griz- 
zly bear wearing an EF! camouflage 
hat appeared in Sproul Plaza on the 
UC campus during lunch hour pass- 
ing out EF! propaganda (make that 
“enlightening literature”?) and 
Roadshow Flyers. This bear was 
also seen in several of the biology 
labs and some of the local coffee 
shops giving out Roadshow notices. 
Another 600 handouts were distri- 
buted by this crazy critter. 

Seven hundred flyers is a lot to 
post. Anti a lot of people helped 
post them. One good way to both 
get help with publicity and get inter- 
ested people committed to coming 
to the rally is to give out stacks of 
flyers. If someone seems particu- 
larly interested in EF!, ask where 
they live, give 1 them a stack of 1 0- 1 5 
flyers and ask them to put them up 
in appropriate places around their 
neighborhood or in their favorite 
hang-outs. This gets posters up in 
places you probably wouldn’t get 
to, and once someone has invested 
a little energy like that, they tend to 
feel they really should show up. 
With luck, t hey bring friends. Things 
like bear suits are great attention 
getters, and a sympathetic costume 
store owner might even give you a 
reduced rate if you plead poverty, 
non-profit, w'orthy cause status. 
Xeroxing or offset printing gets 
pretty cheat) if you have it done in 
bulk (several hundred). Money can 
be saved on handouts by fitting two 
per page, then cutting them up w ith 
a paper cutter after print ing. 


P Cecelia Ostrow & 
^ ® Nagasaki Johnson 

able Nagasaki .Johnson with Wit h WildCFfieSS 

:h,,w Music 


DRAFT SCHEDULE FOR EARTH FIRST! 

ROAD SHOW DURING FEBRUARY 1984 

place date contact & phone 

Chico, CA Jan. 31 Nancy Morton (916) 343-6547 

Albuquerque, NM Feb. 3 Neil Cobb (505) 277-5897 

Springfield, MO Feb. 5 Sue Skidmore (417) 882-2947 

Knoxville, TN Feb. 7 Gordon Burghart 

Atlanta, GA Feb. 8 Julia Heinz (404) 525-2271 

Gainesville, FL Feb. 9 Ronnie Hawkins (904) 495-9203 

Washington, D.C. Feb. 12 Lee Few (703) 361-2239 

Terry Harris (301) 762-1312 

Rutgers Univ., NJ Feb. 14 Stacey Washko (201) 821-9647/ 

821-8644 

Yale Univ., CT Feb. 15 Louisa Willcox 

Univ. of Mass., MA Feb. 16 Shana Frank (413) 253-7667 

Keene, NH Feb. 17 Bruce Thompson (603) 835-6575 

Rochester or 

Geneseo, NY Feb. 18 Christopher Ross 

Lewisburg, PA Feb. 19 David Hafer 

Yellow Springs, OH Feb. 21 

Madison, WI Feb. 22 Bob Kaspar(608) 241-9426 

Ashland, WI Feb. 23 Tom Galazan 

Grinnel, IA Feb. 25 KSippy 

Boulder, CO Feb. 27 Jeremy Kaplan 

Salt Lake City, UT Feb. 28 Ken Sanders (801) 355-2154 

Eugene, OR Mar. 1 Marcy Willow (503) 342-7040 

Areata, CA Mar. 2 Bill Devall (707) 822-8136 

Berkeley, CA Mar. 5 Ed Hesko (415) 549-1424 


FILMS 


Give Trees A Chance 

(Nightcap Blockade in Australia) 


Cracking of Glen 
Canyon Damn 


minke catch was spectacular proof of 
the tremendous international pressure 
our protest had generated. 

Seven months after Greenpeace 
sparked an intense outcry against 
whaling in Peru, that country 
announced the withdrawal of its 
objection to the whaling moratorium. 
The Soviet Union campaign may well 
have the same effect. Commercial 
whaling is an anachronism in the 
1980s, and until Japanese, Norwegian 
and Soviet whaling fleets are 
converted to other marine enterprises, 
their governments will continue to 
face international condemnation. As 
close as we are to a final victory for 
whales, we cannot let up the fight. ■ 

David Rinehart edits the Greenpeace 
Examiner in Oregon. 


Ed Heske is a zoologist ( tropical 
mice ) and the EF! contact in Ber- 
keley. He likes to wear hear suits 
around the University of Califor- 
nia campus. 
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John Seed (shown with Earth First! flag at Franklin River Blockade) will 
join the Road Show for a coast to coast tour. 



BOOKS! 


Progress is Our Most 
Important Pollutant 
(An Ecological and Evolutionary 
Ethic, by Daniel G. Kozlovsky, 
1974, Prentice-Hall Inc., Engle- 
wood Cliffs, NJ) 

Reviewed by Reed Noss 

"Ye gods, a hippie scientist” is 
how Stewart Brand characterized 
ecologist Daniel G. Kozlovsky in The 
.Veil Whole Earth Catalog. His 
review of Kozlovsky’s book was 
laudatory, and this one will be too. I 
first read A ti Ecological a nd Evolu- 
tionary Ethic in 1975, and it was 
more influential to me than even A 
Sand County Almanac by Leopold 
or Abbey's Desert Solitaire. It is 
one of the most important and 
reverent expressions of deep ecol- 
ogy ever to emerge from a scientific 
ecologist. 

Dan Kozlovsky was a well-known 
academic ecologist at the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, although no one 
could understand why he was tak- 
ing so long to get his Ph.D. His 
seminal 1968 paper on ecological 
efficiencies (in transfer of energy 
through the food chain) is widely 
cited in ecology textbooks. He was 
accepted by his colleagues as a first- 
rate scholar. Yet science was not 
sufficient for Dan. In An Ecological 
and Evolutionary Ethict, hereupon 
referred to as the Ethic), he writes 
that the ’ dreary abstractions” of 
his zoological texts had not pre- 
pared him to understand and 
appreciate the wonder of life. 
Observing a swarm of tiny Hymen- 
optera on his arm while studying, 
he asks. "Is it true that your micro- 
scopic life is as beautiful and 
meaningful and important as 
mine?” The essays in the Ethic 
repeatedly answer this question in 
the affirmative. But would most 
scientists'? I talked to a zoologist 
who was a colleague of Kozlovsky 
at Wisconsin, and he told me that 
Dan dropped out right before he 
was to be awarded his Ph.D. He 
then moved out to the woods with 
an undergraduate girl and built a 
log cabin. Last heard, they were 
living off the land, bringing in a 
little cash with occasional carpen- 
try work, and expecting a baby. But 
why would a scientist with so much 
"potential” just drop out? As Dan 
explains iii the Ethic, "Those who 
are so busy at the 'frontier’ are so 
far removed from the phenomena 
they think they are explaining, so 
far from the real frontier, which is 
to understand how good it feels to 
stand in the middle of the phenome- 
non and know you are a part of it 
...’’that he said "to hell with them" 
and left. 


“Is it true that 
your microscopic 
life is as beautiful 
and meaningful 
and important as 
mine?” 
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“except for ... the 
procreant urge 
of each gene 
pool as it does 
its damnedest 
to adapt 
and survive, 
evolution has no 
purpose. 

Nor do we.” 


As for ecology, Kozvlovsky offers 
a major challenge to the organism- 
environment dichotomy. Since all 
living organisms are constantly 
exchanging materials with the 
environment, “we should be care- 
ful of what we dump into the 
environment, because, physically 
and psychologically, tomorrow it’s 
likely to be us.” On a related theme, 
I must quote this whole paragraph: 
Had an old yellow cat, Fart- 
boy, once upon a time, and 
when he lost the capacity to 
maintain his personal organi- 
zation, I buried him in my 
garden and planted one of 
my favorite herbs above him. 
Now when I use that herb (it 
grew lush and beautiful), his 
atoms become part of my 
body and my brain, and in a 
true fundamental sense, / 
have my Fart-boy hack 
again. 

This seems to me an ideal way to 
comprehend immortality. In the 
ecological-evolutionary paradigm, 
body, mind and soul are one. Thus, 
our thoughts derive from the inter- 
actions of matter and "when we 
mess with the environment, we 
mess with souls.” Kozlovsky has no 
use for the dualistic Judeo-Christian 
worldview. He writes that, “The 
assumptions of Christianity are 
responsible for the fundamental dis- 
respect we show our bodies ... only 
Christians and other psychopaths 
can be in a hurry to suffer and die.” 
This is just one of many passages 
where Dan comes down hard on 
Christians. He writes elsewhere 
that he is convinced that “such reli- 
gious ideas and all other supersti- 
tions and ignorance are the prin- 
cipal obstacles to understanding 
ourselves.” Does this mean he 
rejects a spiritual approach to Nat- 
ure? On the face of it, yes. Perhaps 
the Ethic inadequately explores 
alternative religions that arc more 
Earth-oriented. But Dan does offer 
an alternative. It is simply to “ seek a 
whole heaven on a whole earth." 
This is a naturalistic alternative and 
it is a reverent one. Throughout the 
book, Dan’s profound love and 
respect for Nature shine through. 
He calls for a human ecology that 
would “jreat all the substances of 
the earth as sacred” and “provide 
the opportunity for an infinitely 
pleasurable love affair with life and 
with the earth.” 

December 22, 1983 


The thesis of the Ethic is that 
present attempts to stop environ- 
mental destruction are only stopgap 
measures — they merely “prolong 
the agony.” What is needed is a fun- 
damental change in the way we 
view ourselves and our relation- 
ship to the rest of the living world. 
Kozlovsky believes that “the Ameri- 
can way of life is criminal” because 
we live in excess of our needs. Since 
free enterprise capitalism is a 
growth phenomenon, and “growth 
for the sake of growth is the philo- 
sophy of the cancer cell,” then 
“the contemporary civilization must 
be stopped” if we are to have a 
satisfactory and sustainable man- 
earth relationship. But Kozlovsky 
is not an activist, and this will be 
unsettling to many Earth Firstlers. 
He believes that “this feeling ... that 
we must try to change the world for 
the better ... that we must work for 
perfection ... that the country or 
mankind has some purpose to 
achieve, this entire Protestant, 
indeed Western, ethic — this 
impetus is the. cause of our prob- 
lems. ” His personal solution is to 
remove himself from the socio- 
economic madness, to earn and 
spend as little as possible, because 
“the less you achieve, the less you 
work at anything, the fewer are the 
ramifications of your existence ...” 
For that reason, with the belief that 
you can’t change the system from 
within, Dan Kozlovsky went out 
into the woods. 


“provide the 
opportunity for 
an infinitely 
pleasurable love 
affair with life 
and the earth.” 


The Ethic is organized appeal; n gly 
as a collection of short essays, 65 
Notes sprinkled with quotations 
from Walt Whitman, Aldo Leopold, 
H.D. Thoreau, Loren Eiseley, Gary 
Snyder and many others. The con- 
tents are in five parts: Evolution, 
Ecology, Animism, Humanism and 
Naturalism. The beginning essays 
are as good an introduction to evo- 
lutionary biology and ecology as I’ve 
read anywhere. They succinctly 
explain that no supernatural expla- 
nations are needed to understand 
the origin and evolution of life, that 
“the harmony of the living universe 
is not the wisely planned work of a 
creator, but the product of the inter- 
action of natural forces.” The 
implication is that “except for .. .the 
procreant urge of each gene pool as 
it does its damnedest to adapt and 
survive, evolution has no purpose. 
Nor do we." Dan goes on to explain 
that the development of the human 
mind has allowed, in one small 
instance, the evolutionary process 
to become conscious of itself. This 
is “an immense preciousness,” for it 
suggests that “the greatest human 
dignity follows from a respectful- 
ness of everything that is as mean- 
ingful as ourselves, that is, the entire 
living world.” 


“the contem- 
porary ‘real’ 
world is unreal.” 

Another prominent message in 
the Ethic is that, through a bizarre 
cultural evolution, Homo sapiens 
has somehow become “out of con- 
text.” We have artificialized our 
surroundings to the point where 
we do not recognize our interdepen- 
dence with the natural environ- 
ment. This leads to a mass cultural 
psychosis, an identity crisis where 
“the contemporary ‘real’ world is 
unreal. ” No wonder we are uncom- 
fortable, for, as Dan writes, “the 
selective processes that caused you 
to develop, body, mind, society, the 
environments that called you into 
being, were vastly different, natur- 
ally and socially, than the environ- 
ment to which you are now 
exposed.” This essential discomfort 
arising from life in a wretched 
techno-environment makes us need 
to “trip” on something to keep from 
going mad. Most people trip on 
material gadgetry, on hedonism, on 
self-fulfillment, on the American 
dream or on Jesus. Kozlovsky main- 
tains that all these trips are 
■ “bummers” and are destructive to 
the individual, to society, and (most 
importantly) to the environment. A 
non-destructive trip must be based 
on a close personal relationship 
with Nature. It would require 
“learning to share and doing with- 
out." It would demand that we be 
exposed to an environment to 
which we are adapted, so that we 
can realize fully our animal and 
human nature. Dan asks that we 
inhibit only two of our unlimited 
capacities - “the ability to repro- 
duce and the desire for material 
things.” Sounds fair enough to me. 

It is clear that Kozlovsky’s Ethic 
is an ethic of deep ecology. It is 
based on a scientific understanding 
of Nature, but breaks the necessary 
science-technology link. Under- 
standing, not manipulating, is 
where it’s at. Yet Kozlovsky moves 
beyond science by seeing, feeling, 
smelling, touching, savoring and 
loving Nature for its own sake. Not 
for knowledge, and certainly not 
for exploitation. This is where his 


ecology becomes deep. But those of 
us in the Earth First! movement 
will question his attitude of non- 
involvement, his decision to head 
off into the woods instead of stick- 
ing around to battle the exploiters. 
I think he is correct in that we can- 
not change the system from within, 
and in his criticism of “environmen- 
talists in a hurry, using the des- 
tructive system of air transporta- 
tion to fly to ... conferences on how 
to stop pollution, orinundation with 
airports, or sonic booms.” We must 
admit that, like it or not, we all 
participate in the process of 
destruction to whatever extent we 
produce or consume in the eco- 
nomic sphere, or depend upon 
civilized, industrial society. It is a 
trap that is damn hard to escape. 

But I would like to talk with Dan 
Kozlovsky about Earth First!. Com- 
pared to the established environ- 
mental groups, we are relatively 
outside the system, as Bill Devall’s 
classic contrast of deep ecology and 
shallow environmentalism has 
made clear. Defense of the Earth 
we love is a gut-level response, an 
extended form of self-defense and a 
regrettable necessity. It is also a 
grass-roots movement of ordinary 
people defending their home 
against the onslaught of industrial 
madness, not a high-class cadre of 
suit-and-tie professionals out to 
make some bucks off the ecology 
fad, or a bunch of socialite recrea- 
tionists guarding their playground. 
It would be nice to just head back 
into the woods and live simply and 
peacefully (which is what Kozlov- 
sky did after leaving this influential 
book behind), but then who is left 
to defend those woods? There have 
to be warriors! Nevertheless, it 
would be enlightening for us all to 
heed Kozlovsky’s warning and not 
let ourselves get caught u p in striv- 
ing, purposing, fighting, changing. 
There is a real danger we could end 
up no different from our enemy. 
Instead, let us do what is necessary 
to defend our Earth, but without 
any notion of triumph. Just do it. 

One final thought: Kozlovsky sug- 
gests that, “the invention of indoor 
plumbing was a monstrous step in 
the reduction of human awareness 
of natural phenomena, in the abil- 
ity to recognize ourselves as eart h- 
animals.” We should all piss out- 
doors so that, we can still hear the 
owls. 

heed. Noss is a. professional ecol- 
ogist. 



so that we can still hear the 
owls. 




Sacred Cows at 

the Public Trough 

by Denzel and Nancy Ferguson, 

Maverick Publications, Bend, 

Oregon, $7.95, 1983 

East of the Malheur National Cat- 
tle, er Wildlife Refuge is the little 
hamlet of Diamond, Oregon. It never 
was much and it’s less now. A com- 
bination filling station (just regular) 
and a store with a limited selection 
of nonperishable items. You can get 
a beer and some junk food. One 
night in Diamond, the authors of 
Sacred Cows at the Public Trough 
were “physically ejected” from a 
public dance. The ejectors were 
local rednecks. The ejectees were 
directors of an educational field 
study station on the nearby refuge. 

Their crime was trying to get 
some of the cows off the Malheur 
(“bad water”) Refuge. The hatred 
continued (and escalated to the ulti- 
mate threat: death) but rather than 
heeding the suggestions, the Fer- 
gusons became more resolute. 

The Harney County Cattlemen, 
the Oregon Cattlemen’s Association 
and even a now U.S. Congressman 
named Bob Smith couldn’t get them 
fired. The Lord knows they tried. It 
was burnout rather than intimida- 
tion that finally got to the Fer- 
gusons. The authors retired to a 
small spread along the Middle Fork 
on the John Day in the Blue 
Mountains. 

The Forces of Darkness thought 
they’d won. However, the Malheur 
Environmental Field Station’s loss 
was the gain of that tiny cadre of 
conservationists who see the graz- 
ing of livestock as the most 
unknown (hence, unfought) envi- 
ronmental debacle of the last 
century. 

Sacred Cows at the Public Trough 
will be to livestock grazing what 
Silent Spring was to toxic chemi- 
cals. It won’t solve the problem, but 
it’s an excellent start. 

The book is the product of two 
very angry people. Their anger is 
not, as one could reasonably under- 
stand, against the ranchers as 


individuals, but against the live- 
stock industry which is routinely 
decimating our public lands. 

Seeking an answer to the dra- 
matic decline in refuge waterfowl 
production (150,000 in 1948 to 

21.000 in 1974), the authors found 
it to be inverse to cattle grazing 
(74,000 animal units in 1948 and 

125.000 in 1972). That begat other 
questions. For example, just why 
the hell are 450 linear miles of fence 
needed to manage a 286 square- 
mile national wildlife refuge? ■ 

Beginning with the rise of the 
livestock industry (and the decline 
of vegetation, soil, streams, fisher- 
ies, big game, small game, non-game 
and recreation), the authors tell a 
fascinating tale of deceit, fraud, 
greed, land rape, arrogance and 
gross violation of the public trust 
which has gone on and is still going 
on to this very day. The Bureau of 
Livestock and Mining (incorrectly 
known as the Bureau of Land 
Management), the cattle industry' 
and local government officials con- 
tinue to conspire against the public. 
(By the way, this alliance against 
the environment and taxpayers far 
predates the era of James Watt at 
the Interior Department.) 

The book debunks several myths 
of public land grazing. I was shocked 
to learn that grazing pressure is 
greater now than it ever has been. 
Or that cattle, far more than hunt- 
ing pressure, have decimated big- 
horn sheep, pronghorn and elk. If 
you have ever kicked cow pies, 
strike that euphemism, I mean cow 
shit, out of the way to throw down 
your bag for the evening, you know 
cows can be a problem. But unless 
you’ve seen an ungrazed stream- 
side (very hard to find), you can’t 
imagine what those bovines do to 
riparian fish and wildlife habitat 
and the quality and quantity of the 
water itself. 

Space does not permit a full 
recitation of the sins of public land 
livestock grazing here. These sins 
are not just environmental; they 
are economic and social as well. 


The authors point out that we of 
the public are not just subsidizing a 
measly few percent of American 
beef production with our natural 
heritage. To make matters even 
more galling, Uncle Sugar, strike 
that euphemism, I mean we are lin- 
ing the pockets of these privileged 
cattlemen. These modern cattle 
barons are just spruced up robber 
barons. 

If reading Diet for a Small Planet 
didn’t make you a vegetarian, Sac- 
red Cows at the Public Dough 
should make you at least limit your 
carnivorous desires to non-public 
grass-fed beef. 

A chapter is devoted to examin- 
ing the cowboy mystique which 
has plagued our country and even 
the world. This romanticization is 
part of the problem facing conser- 
vationists who seek to reduce cattle 
numbers on the public lands. The 
Marlboro man is not only hazar- 
dous to your health, but to the 
health of your environment as well. 

Some Earth Firstlers I know are 
subscribing to the Marlboro myth. 
While it may be an Edward Abbey- 
esque reaction to debunk the 
stereotype of wilderness lovers 
(apartment dwelling, posy-picking, 
Sierra Club cup-toting, Volvo- 
driving, brie-eating elitists), they 
should realize that by wearing their 
pointy-toed boots, Stetsons and 
snap-buttoned shirts and carrying 
a pinch of chew beside their gums, 
they are contributing to the canoni- 
zation of the cowboy. 

In Oregon, this reviewer is a well- 
known detractor of public land 
livestock grazing. It’s nothing more 
or less than the annual clearcutting 
of our grassland ecosystems. I know 
it to be bad. When I finished this 
book, however, I was shaking and 
nauseous. But most importantly, I 
was mad. 

Sacred Cows at the Public Dough 
is a call to arms. We must wrestle 
our public lands back from the cows 
and their keepers. It is up to Earth 
First! to pick up the gauntlet that 
has been set down by the cattle- 


A Review of the 
Works of Barry Lopez, 
by Four Dollar Bill 


The book jackets call him a natur- 
alist writer, perhaps from a mis- 
understanding of his viewpoint. I 
think the term humanist may be 
more appropriate because it is 
through human perspectives that 
he sees Them. 

They will never again appear the 
same: Rivers, Deserts, Birds, Snakes, 
Bears, Wolves and Fish; Rain and 
Sun and Cities and . . Humans. Now 
they are all something else, some- 
thing evanescent as they were not 
before, but ...still more living and 
present anti real. 

His stuff is not for everyone, it is 
too rarefied. It is too much like the 
thunder and ice that cracks and 
erodes our own beings, the primal 
awareness that frightens us into 
ignorance. It brings one uncomfor- 
tably close to that unnamable, 
untouchable and unmanageable 
sort of feeling that exhilarates and 
clarifies like an unexpected brush 
with death. 

Some of his work, as in the collec- 
tion of stories in Winter Count , 
seems to be simple and lucid things 
that are as easy as breathing. Some 
of the other stories such as those 
found in Desert Notes and River, 
Notes are more complicated, more 
inextricably tied to oddly deep 
human experiences of thought and 
emotion, with the purpose of them 
not immediately apparent, although 
each of them is a beautiful journey, 
mystical, real and readable. The 
wonderful delights of each as a sep- 
arate story are reward enough. They 
are each a sensitive and gutsy ques- 
tion: The whole of them, the larger 
body, conveys the other world rea- 
lity and one is not aware until after- 
wards of what Lopez is saying, if 
indeed the whole message is now 
before us. I think it is not. 

For those who can converse with 
a stone, make love to a river, hear 
the thoughts of strangers some- 
times better than their own, and 
find ancient friendship with wild 
things ... or those who want to: Read 
all of Lopez. For those who think all 
that is silly, who think the universe 
can be mapped: Don’t bother. For 
Brother Lopez: May you see and 
hear and write forever. 


men and their bureaucrats. The 
straight environmental groups 
won’t do it. It’s simply too radical a 
concept for them. (Remember, The 
Wilderness Act currently allows 
livestock grazing.) But those groups 
will come around if someone starts 
the battle. When the American pub- 
lic realizes the daily horrors that 
are occurring on our public lands, 
the mainline conservation groups 
will stumble over each other to 
finish the battle and get the credit 
for removing the cows. But Earth 
First! has to start it. 

Reviewed by Andy Kerr. 

Andy Kerr grew up among the 
tree stumps and the cheatgrass of 
< hregon. He now is Associate Di rec- 
tor for Conservat ion of the Oregon 
Natural Resources Council. 



Letters (cont) 


Dear Earth First! 

You’ve finally revealed what a 
namby-pamby, candy-tailed outfit 
you really are. 

7.3 million acres of wilderness for 
Idaho? Hell! The Forest Service 
admits to at least 8 million roadless 
acres here, and you can bet your 
sweet asset managements that they 
haven’t found four or five million. 

Close the Magruder Corridor? 
Gee, I’ll bet you guys don’t like 
James Watt either, huh? What about 
the thousands of miles of deficit 
timber sale roads that erode out- 
hills and foul our rivers at taxpayer’s 
expense? There isn’t much, if any, 
profitable timber left in Idaho, folks. 
These logging roads are subsidized 
by you and me. This industry wel- 
fare has been reported by Pauline 
D. Plaza to be $138 million nation- 
wide in 1981. 

The way they are slicing apart 
RARE II land up here, there won’t 
be anything left by the time you 
come up with a courageous pro- 
posal. Entire RARE II units have 
been logged to oblivion since 1978. 
Got that? Zero acres remain. Zip. 

You didn’t even list roadless areas 
that the Forest Service ignored dur- 
ing RARE II. For starters, ever hear 
of Lime Creek? 60,000 acres or 
House Mountain with 13,000? But 
don’t buy into the Forest Service 
figures. They didn’t even inventory 
several million acres, and many of 
the inventoried acreages represent 
only a fraction of the true roadless 
area of a unit. For example, entire 
pristine drainages were excluded 
because one primitive jeep trail 
went up a creek bottom. 

Don’t forget about desert wilder- 
ness in all this forest wilderness 
noise. The administration is still sit- 
ting on several hundred thousand 
acres of bare lava in the Great Rift. 
There are absolutely no economic 
conflicts with lava flows. The cows 
can’t even walk on it. 

We also have about 10 million 
acres between paved roads on the 
Owyhee Plateau alone (including 
Nevada and Oregon). Talk about a 
thankless job. The enviro-troops in 
southeast Oregon and Idaho are 
busting their tails to save the big- 
gest block of unprotected wilder- 
ness in the lower forty-eight. How 
about some foreign aid? 

For a while I thought us in*vi*ro*- 
mentalists up here on the wilder- 
ness frontier could expect some 
help from you hot tubbin’ California 
dilettantes, but it looks like we’re 
still on our own. 

Well, kiss my privatizations and 
go stand in front of a bulldozer if 
that’s how you feel about Idaho. 

- Sweet dreams. 

Rim rock 

(Dear Rim rock: Boy. you better not 
let Howie hear you calling him a 
“California Dilettante." He's never 
even seen a hot-tub. much less sit in 
one. Indeed, ire left a lot out of our 
Idaho Wilderness Pro)>osal - the 
reason teas to illustrate just how 
much wilderness we could hare in 
Idaho without closing roads. But 
we are revising that proposal now 
to include all the roadless areas 
and to block some areas up with 
wilderness recovery areas and mail 
closures. Our proposal for addi- 
tional National Forest Wilderness 
in Idaho will be over 9 million 
acres. Idaho has the largest amount 
of forested wilderness in the 
country and we do care about it. 
Well see you in front of the bull- 
dozers. Rimrock. — Editor. ) 
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REAGAN - BURFORD - WATT? 

OF COORS! 



In Hu* mid-197()'s, it seemed like 
Hie Coors Brewing Company could 
do no wrong. They were selling all 
the beer they could make and they 
dominated their markets wTierever 
I hey chose to sell. They owned the 
largest brewery in the world and 
were number four in sales. Incre- 
dibly, this was achieved on one of 
the lowest advertising budgets in 
the industry. All the indicators 
were up. 

Well, almost all. There was that 
little problem with the Teamsters 
in Oakland. They had struck and 
were now calling for a boycott. How- 
ever, it was nothing that an old 
union strike breaker like Coors 
couldn’t handle. 

Chicanos apparently started this 
boycott business, mostly over 
Coors' discriminatory hiring 
practices. Individual unions fol- 
lowed suit. Then in 1977, following 
an unsuccessful strike by the 
brewery workers, the AFL-CIO 
threw its support behind the 
spreading movement. 

It was the beginning of hard times 
from which they have not yet fully 
recovered. 

The Coors company has been 
around for more than a century. In 
1873, Adolph Coors, a German 
immigrant, started the Coors 
brewery on the banks of Clear 
Creek, just west of Denver. Today, 
an extensive complex of dreary 
concrete buildings broods over the 
valley and the town of Golden, a 
depressingly unimaginative monu- 
ment to its founder. 

However, the Adolph Coors Com- 
pany has done well over the years 
and is now’ one of the largest family- 
owned and controlled businesses 
in America. Adolph Coors, Jr., son 
of the founder, ran things for many 
years. Now his sons, Joe and Bill, 
both in their mid-sixties, are the 
senior officers of the corporation. 
Four 4th generation family mem- 
bers are assumming responsible 
positions within the organization 
and are presumably ready to take 
over when Joe and Bill finally 
decide to relinguish control. 

But this apparent American 
success story has a darker side and 
to understand this you have to 
know the Coors family. 

Unfortunately, getting to know 
them isn’t that easy. To say that 


they're conservative is not very 
enlightening. Many of us have par- 
ents who are conservative. Nor is 
their anti-union attitude unusual. 
Union busting is quite chic since 
Reagan took office. The fact that 
they support political candidates of 
a like persuasion would probably 
draw a yawn and to say they take 
an active interest in right wing 
political action committees is 
enough to put many to sleep. But 
much of this activity has significant 
and devastating effects about which 
we should be informed. 

The Coors people first started 
drawing public attention in the 
late 1950s when they forced con- 
cessions from the striking Brewery 
Workers, Local 366. Union give- 
backs were extraordinary in those 
days. Since then, the company has 
orchestrated the dissolution of 
union after union (19 so far, says 
Dave Sickler of the AFL-CIO) and it 
continues to exhibit a singularly 
unenlightened attitude towards 
organized labor. 

Interestingly, labor isn’t neces- 
sarily concerned about wages so 
much as human rights. Coors’ use 
of the lie detector in selecting and 
interrogating employees is a case in 
point. A rational person wonders 
what could be going on at a brewery 
to justify lie detector testing. The 
wonder grows deeper when it’s 
revealed that the questions have 
related to sexual preferences, 
political attitudes and even how 
often one changes their underwear! 

The use of the lie detector was 
only one of the irreconcilable dif- 
ferences between management and 
labor, however. Coors was also 
pushing for the right to conduct 
searches of employees’ property. 
They wanted employees to submit 
to a physical examination upon 
demand and they wanted a free 
hand at scheduling overtime. 
People there were beginning to feel 
like they were owned. Bill Coors 
didn’t help matters with statements 
like, “I carry the big stick and I 
intend to use it.” 

They don’t particularly like 
minorities either. Virtually all have 
been discriminated against - 
blacks, Chicanos, women - you 
name it. Back in the 1960’s Bill 
Coors is said to have assembled his 
employees on company time to urge 


them to write their congressmen to 
block passage of the civil rights act. 

But the company does eventually 
yield to external pressure. For 
example, in 1971, they finally 
started hiring women for the better 
paying production jobs. That was 
wonderful. And about two years 
later they even got around to 
providing some restrooms for them. 

Things got so bad back in 1976 
that the Federal Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commision filed suit 
against Coors for intentionally 
engaging in unlawful employment 
practices. When the suit was filed 
only 3% of all Coors employees were 
black, 6 % Chicano and 7 % women. 
This, in spite of the fact that 
substantial minority populations 
live in the surrounding area. 

About the same time the Colorado 
Health Department charged Coors 
with polluting Clear Creek. The 
Federal Trade Commission nailed 
them for violation of the anti- 
monopoly laws. The California 
boycott was just beginning to take 
hold and Anheuser-Busch was 
starting to chew slices out of Coors’ 
markets. 

The Coors legal problems were 
serious, but not catastrophic. Most 
businessmen would have licked 
their wounds and carried on. But 
not Coors. They resented govern- 
ment intervention into their affairs. 
Since the laws didn’t suit them, the 
laws would have to be changed. To 
do that required taking control of 
the United States government. 

This sounds preposterous but 
these people were used to having 
things their way. They are fiercely 
independent and wish to control all 
aspects of their business. For 
example, they carry vertical diver- 
sification to an extreme. They grow 
their own hops in Germany, rice in 
California and barley in Colorado. 
They make their own aluminum 
cans and transport their product 
on their own trucks to their own 
distributors in 25 states. Their 
horizontal diversification includes 
real estate, livestock, ceramics and 
oil and gas leases. They even have 
their own construction gang. And 
to protect it all, they have an 
internal security force larger than 
Golden’s Police Department. They 
leave nothing to chance. It’s cor- 
porate survivalism on a grand scale. 

The combination of diversifi- 
cation and close family ownership 
has a not unexpected consequence; 
it generates a whole lot of dispos- 
able cash. And if you want to run 
things in America, lots of cash is 
what you need. 

Nobody has ever accused the 
Coors family of being stingy political 
contributors, but in the 1970’s they 
really spread a lot of seed money 
about — sowing, if you like. They 
supported unknown candidates in 
their bid for the Colorado State 
Legislature; people like Anne Gor- 
such, Steve Durham and Bob 
Burford. They founded and/or 
funded organizations such as The 
Heritage Foundation, The Mountain 
States Legal Foundation, The 
National Right to Work Committee, 
The National Conservative Political 
Action Committee and The John 
Birch Society. The list goes on ad 
nauseam, but these five will suffice 
to illustrate the Coors philosophy. 

The Heritage Foundation was 


founded by Joe Coors. It’s a right- 
wing think tank which puts out 
position papers on almost every- 
thing. It seems to have been estab- 
lished to help pass so-called right to 
work laws, knock down regulations 
which fetter big business, throttle 
back programs for the disadvan- 
taged and abolish the minimum 
wage. 

The Mountain States Legal Foun- 
dation (MSLF) was founded in 1977 
by Coors and a few other like- 
minded conservatives. Joseph 
Coors, chairman of the foundation, 
selected James Watt to be its first 
president. The MSLF has initiated 
legal proceedings against pollution 
and consumer laws. It has fought 
the Department of Interior to open 
up wilderness areas such sis the 
Bob Marshall in Montana for oil and 
mineral development. One of its 
most recent cases was a challenge 
to Idaho’s ratification of the Equal 
Rights Amendment. (Joseph Coors 
has been very consistent in his 
opposition to women’s rights, dating 
back to his years as a regent at the 
University of Colorado. There he 
lobbied against distribution of birth 
control information to women 
students. Coors’ contributions to 
organizations .such as Stop ERA and 
Phyllis Schlaffly’s anti-ERA Eagle 
Forum reinforce the image.) 

The National Right to Work- 
Committee is one of a number of 
new right organizations interested 
in labor matters. It’s a highly 
specialized organization dedicated 
to the principles of union busting 
through legislation. 

The National Conservative Poli- 
tical Action Committee (NCPAC) is 
the nation’s largest political action 
committee. It specializes in negative 
media campaigns using methods of 
simplistic repetition with a minimal 
regard for truth and accuracy. These 
campaigns are usually directed at 
liberal Democrats. (Frank Church, 
George McGovern and Harold 
Hughes are some of the Senators 
NCPAC has gunned for.) 

The John Birch Society is pro- 
bably the best known ultra-conser- 
vative organization in America. 
Coors claims to have donated 
relatively small sums of money - 


a thousand here or there - to the 
organization. Politically, it’s 
generally considered to be a little to 
the left of the Ku Klux Klan. 

Besides these five, Coors 
investors contribute to scores of 
other conservative organizations 
throughout the nation. 

After all the years of sowing, 
harvest time finally came in 1980. 
Coors had been backing Reagan 
since 1968 and his election to the 
presidency was a dream come true. 
Joseph emerged as one of the most 
influential members of Reagan’s 
millionaire “kitchen cabinet.” For a 
time he was spending every other 
weekend in Washington, helping 
shape the new administration. 
Thanks to Joseph, we had Anne 
Gorsuch running the EPA, Bob 
Burford at the BLM and Jim Watt as 
head of the Department of the Inte- 
rior. Fortunately, we’ve gotten rid 
of two of these three, but there are 
so many more, moled away, that 
one feels like the w’hole adminis- 
tration should be tented and fumi- 
gated like a house infested with 
lice. As recently as August, 1983, 
Joseph’s wife, Holly, was still 
providing nominations to the 
Department of Interior for positions 
on the Colorado Advisory Council. 

At the local level the Coors people 
operate pretty much as they please. 
For example, they now have a per- 
mit to discharge the effluent from 
their brewery, the aluminum can 
plant and their porcelain enamel 
factory into Clear Creek. This will 
ease the load on the Metro Denver 
Sewage Treatment Plant. But, need- 
less to say, the four communities 
downstream are not too pleased 
about the change. One must 
remember, however, that Coors had 
a brewery that was mucking up 
Clear Creek three years before 
Colorado was a state. 

By the way, loyal Coors drinkers 
needn’t fret about the quality of 
water that’s used for their brew. 
The celebrated “pure Rocky Moun- 
tain Spring Water” is now drawn 
from wells housed in concrete block 
buildings on company grounds. 
These structures are reasonably 
secure against potential contami- 
nation from Clear Creek and the 



SORSVCH 


R6AGA*/ 


Page 16 Earth First! December 22 , 1983 





nearby nuclear weapons facility at 
Rocky Flats. 

It’s doubtful that, except for 
public opinion and its effect on 
sales, the company would worry 
much about such things. For 
example, it took public pressure to 
make them finally stop filtering 
their product through asbestos. 

Nor is the proximity of the 
weapons plant likely to be a matter 
of concern. Bill Coors is a staunch 
advocate of nuclear power. In a 
recent editorial for the Rocky 
Mountain News he wrote glowingly 
on the subject. Characteristically 
(right wingers are always putting 
their foot in their mouth), he con- 
cluded his editorial with this 
comment: “Maybe it’s only a coin- 
cidence that many of the visible 
leaders of the anti-nuclear power 
movement are identifiable with the 
New Left — the most active wing of 
the American Communist Party in 
America.” 

The negative impact of the Coors 
organization is not confined to the 
immediate Clear Creek/Golden area 
either. The Coors Energy Company 
recently bulldozed a road into a 
Wilderness Study Area (Little Book 
Cliffs) that effectively destroyed the 
area’s wilderness value. They 
contributed heavily to campaigns 
which brought about the defeat of 
bottle bills in Colorado and Cali- 
fornia. And, in Virginia, they’ve 
purchased 200 acres of land about 
800 yards outside of Shenandoah 
National Park where they plan to 
build another brewery and can 
manufacturing facility. These plants 
will foul the air with coal smoke 
from a stack almost as high as the 
Washington Monument. The permit 
for these plants was approved over 
the protests of the National Park 
Service. 

Just outside of Denver is Lowry 
Landfill where the Coors company 
seems hell-bent on creating its own 
Love Canal. It’s a toxic waste dump 
site which was closed recently due 
to overflow and groundwater con- 
tamination. Coors denies having 
used the site for hazardous mate- 
rials. But, according to John Minkoff 
of the EPA, Coors dumped several 
million gallons of toxic liquids there. 
Of the 1 75 firms who used the dump 
site, Coors and one other company 
are claiming confidentiality about 
what they dumped. 

The mere closure of the site didn’t 
prevent Coors’ continued use of the 
facility. In a January 1982 meeting 
between Coors, the attorney for the 
dump site, and Steve Durham of 
the EPA, an agreement was reached 
which let Coors store 46 more 
drums of liquid wastes with the 
private understanding that the ban 
against burial would be lifted in 
February. 

If you’ve forgotten Steve Durham, 
he’s one of the political unknowns 
Coors helped elect to the Colorado 
legislature. His environmental 
philosophy is best understood from 
a statement attributed to him 
where he said that if he were to 
find an endangered species on his 
land, he’d stomp it out so it would 
not influence what he could do 
with his property. 

This article would not be com- 
plete without mentioning a recent 
60 Minutes story about the Coors 
Company. The reader is reminded 
that the segment was advertized as 
a look at the boycott, but the Coors 
people were given 90% of the air 
time. They used the time so effec- 
tively that Coors has since pur- 
chased rights to the tape and is 
using it with devastating effect on 


CAT TRACKS 

by Chim Blea 


college campuses to rescind the 
boycott. 

What happened? Mike Wallace is 
usually the key figure in these 
interviews. But the Coors brothers 
are not easily intimidated and they 
were shrewd enough to prepare for 
Wallace by hiring a PR firm to guide 
them through this ordeal. They 
spent 60 thousand dollars for this 
service (three times the annual 
AFL-CIO boycott budget). Nobody 
had prepared so carefully for 60 
Minutes before, but it paid off 
handsomely. 

The company, through the sieve 
of the lie detector, had already 
acquired a pro-Coors work force. 
Thus, turning 60 Minutes loose on 
the grounds was not a serious 
concern. So the PR people turned 
their attention to Bill and Joseph 
themselves, grooming them for the 
piercing questions that Wallace 
might ask. A director was brought 
in from New York to grill them in 
the 60 Minutes style. The emphasis 
was on turning answers to poten- 
tially damaging questions into 
statements which would enhance 
the viewers image of Coors. The 
setting was chosen with care. Hours 
were spent selecting the chairs in 
which the brothers would sit. They 
mustn’t look too stiff, but they 
shouldn’t appear to be slouching 
either. The rehearsals were video- 
taped, played back and re-run, again 
and again. 

By the time Wallace arrived, the 
two Coors brothers were savvy, 
well-rehearsed, single scene bit part 
actors. They outflanked the oppo- 
sition and outfoxed 60 Minutes, and 
they apparently swayed many of 
the viewers as well. 

Perhaps only a cynic would men- 
tion it, but right after the Coors 
story, stations in Washington, Idaho 
and Montana' broke for a com- 
mercial - a Coors commercial. 

Some of the information in this 
article is 25 years old. Coors might 
argue that the historical perspec- 
tive does not truthfully reflect what 
is happening today. 

But the fact remains that Coors 
refuses to come to terms with the 
legitimate grievances of its labor 
force. They continue to buy self- 
serving political influence. They are 
insensitive to women’s rights. And 
they look upon the natural envi- 
ronment as a consumable resource 
rather than a life support system to 
be conserved. 

Whether we like it or not, every 
can of Coors bought supports this 
political philosophy and this view 
of the world. 

Boycott Coors. 

— Gracias, 
Jose Jeduc 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

• Don’t buy or drink Coors. 

• Tell bartenders, etc., why you 
don’t drink Coors. 

• Tell your friends why they 
shouldn’t drink Coors. 

• Get “Boycott Coors” bumper- 
stickers and silent agitators from 
Earth First! and use them. 

• Write Joe and Bill Coors, 
Adolph Coors Co., Golden, CO 
80401 and tell them why you are 
boycotting their beer. 


BOYCOTT 

COORS 

• Bumperstickers $1 postpaid. 

• Silent Agitators, ten for $1.25 
postpaid. See Order Form in back. 


What Are We 
Fighting For? 

What are we fighting for? Are we 
working towards a Golden Age of 
Deep Ecology, Reinhabitation, 
Appropriate Technology and Peace? 
Most of the essays and articles I 
read in Earth First! and other pub- 
lications dealing with environ- 
mental and similar “progressive” 
themes seem to follow that line. 
They urge us to reach out to our 
fellow human beings to show them 
the error of high-consumptive, cut- 
off-from-nature lifestyles. We are 
told we are on the horizon of a New 
Age, that the old paradigms will fall 
away and a new worldview is com- 
ing. Education, moral leadership 
and deeper questioning of oursel- 
ves as human beings and inhabi- 
tants of this earth will lead to a 
revolution in our relationship with 
Gaia and to a new harmony on 
Earth. 

I like to dream too. But in reality 
Ecotopia is not just around the bend 
and a little further up the canyon. I 
see two major problems with hopes 
for this great and positive change in 
worldview and lifestyle among 
human beings. 

The first is time. You can read the 
statistics elsewhere. But we are ra- 
pidly devastating natural diversity 
and the basic life functions of Earth. 
There is not enough time to peace- 
fully transform industrial, over- 
populated human civilization into 
something that can and will live in 
peace with the rest of nature. We 
are in the final crisis of the unhappy 
human adventure. 

Then there is the human experi- 
ment itself. How long have noble 
souls worked for peace, freedom 
and plenty; for an end to war, 
oppression and poverty? Centu- 
ries. Millennia. And have we gotten 
any closer? At no time in human 
history have so many suffered from 
oppression, hunger, poverty, and the 
threat and actuality of war. We fool 
ourselves, I fear, with human arro- 
gance when we visualize human 
beings filling the role of the cere- 
brum in the body of the living Earth. 
The eminent American historian, 
William H. McNeill, had a far more 
accurate view of the human role 
when he wrote in Plagues and 
Peoples: 

... it is not absurd to class 
the ecological role of human- 
kind in its relationship to 
other life forms as a disease. 
Ever since language allowed 
human cultural evolution to 
impinge upon age-old proces- 
ses of biological evolution, 
humankind has been in 
a position to upset older 
balances of nature in quite 
the same fashion that disease 
upsets the natural balance 
within a host’s body ... 
Looked at from the point of 
view of other organisms, 
humankind therefore resem- 
bles an acute epidemic 
disease, whose occasional 
lapses into less virulent forms 
of behavior have never yet 
sufficed to permit any really 
stable, chronic relationship 
to establish itself. 

We are a disease, yes. But a dis- 
ease that is just about to burn itself 
out. If graphed, human population 
growth, technological development, 
impact on the planet and produc- 
tion of toxins form the same 


exponential curve — the cjassic bio- 
logical population curve which ends 
in only one way: a sudden and pre- 
cipitous drop. Hopefully our col- 
lapse will spare most of the rest of 
the biosphere and the living planet 
will recover from its dreadful bout 
with humanpox with a minimal 
number of pockmarks to show for 
it. 

There are many ways this col- 
lapse could come about. The most 
obvious at this time is nuclear war. 
I think this is unlikely given the 
materialistic rulers of both the 
United States and the Soviet Union. 
More probable are economic 
collapse, famine, disease and the 
Earth striking back (earthquakes, 
volcanoes, weather changes, etc.) 
or a combination of these. 

This grimmer, darker, but more 
accurate view of the human experi- 
ment leads to a different answer to 
the question of this column: What 
are we fighting for? 

We should be fighting to preserve 
and protect as much natural diver- 
sity in as many places as possible 
from the ravages of humanpox 
until our disease has run its 
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just trying to stop the humanpox 
which is destroying it. I’m going to 
die. That’s immaterial. But life, 
hopefully, will live on. 

(In a future Cat Tracks I will dis- 
cuss how this philosophy picks the 
issues on which we should work 
and those we should forget.) 

Chim Blea is a long-time wilder- 
ness activist. Her nom de plume 
(nom de guerre?) is the name given 
to the mountain lion by the natives 
of Baja California. Her controver- 
sial column. Cat Tracks, appears 
irregularly in Earth First!. 


course. 

For those of us within the human- 
pox who have somehow mutated 
into antibodies for the Earth, we 
should resist the ravages of human- 
pox wherever we can so that when 
this dread fever of the Earth’s fi- 
nally breaks, there will be grizzlies 
and whales and redwoods and con- 
dors and pupfish and rainforests 
and prairies and coral reefs to come 
back with the health of the Earth. 

This view has major implications 
for strategy and tactics within the 
environmental movement and 
within Earth First!. If the utopian 
vision of Deep Ecology, Reinhabita- 
tion, Appropriate Technology and 
Peace is true, then, yes, indeed, we 
should live exemplary lives to 
encourage others to follow our 
enlightened path. We should edu- 
cate our ethically-adolescent sib- 
lings, we should seek the methods 
and tools of appropriate technol- 
ogy and reinhabitation. 

But if the Golden Age is a fantasy, 
if human beings are really a pox, 
then we who are antibodies should 
merely resist the ravages of the dis- 
ease using whatever tools and 
tactics that are effective in saving 
natural diversity. In this sense, the 
end does justify the means so long 
as the means are consistent with 
the end which is natural diversity 
and a world cured of the humanpox. 

In practical terms, this means 
using all the “tools” Dave Foreman 
discussed in his introduction to the 
section on non-violence in the Sep- 
tember 23, 1983 , Earth First!. But 
in a strategic sense, it means that it 
is not so important to make a moral 
statement, to convince the general 
public with our courageous and 
ethical stance, as it is to just stop 
the goddamned destruction. Stop 
the road. Stop the clearcut. Get the 
cows out. Save the grizzly. Save that 
one redwood. Stop toxic waste 
dumping in that one stream. Resist. 
Resistance restrained only by what 
is strategically and tactically most 
effective in the short term. 

This view naturally leans far more 
towards monkeywrenching in the 
dark than to noble Gandhian direct 
action or political lobbying. I am 
not trying to win a place for myself 
in heaven. I’m already there. I’m 
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Letters (cont) 

Dear EF! 

I think it would be great to have a 
column for young readers in EF! 
because this struggle will surely 
include even more generations than 
those before us and ours. I find the 
5-year-old in our household fre- 
quently asking me about Earth 
First!. She loved the photos in the 
past issue with kids in them. If 
anyone is interested in a column 
for young readers, they can contact 
me and I’ll try to put something 
together. Have you considered offer- 
ing a collection of "Mutterings from 
Mama Rue”? I found her writings 
on earth religions most informative 
and succinct and would like to read 
them all together. 

- Roger Brooks 
POB 175 
Newport, OR 97365 

Dear Earth First! 

At last! After a lot of searching 
and inquiry, there was your address 
in my October Canoe magazine. 
Since first hearing of the activities 
and perspective of Earth First! I 
have been interested in becoming 
involved. 

With influences like Watt loose in 
our world (he may be “gone,” but 
the man who hired him isn’t - yet) 1 
strongly believe that a force like 
Earth First! must exist — and grow. 
The old cliche of fighting fire with 
fire comes to mind. Outfits like the 
Sierra Club, and Audubon have 
their place for sure, but it’s going to 
take more than what they can do to 
get the job done. 

This little backw ard comer of S.E. 
Texas I find myself in these days is 
not the most environmentally en- 
lightened place in the world, but 
it’s worth working on. 

- Beaumont 

NEXT ISSUE 

* Oregon RARE II suit 

* Saving Rainforest in 
the South Pacific 

* Smoke Bombs! 

December 22, 1983 



DEAR NED LUDD 

VEHICLE MODIFICATIONS 
FOR THE SERIOUS 
ECO-RAIDER 


PART ONE - ELECTRICAL 

Sometimes you just don’t want 
the dome light in your vehicle to 
come on in the “dark of the night” 
or those bright “tell tail” brake lights 
to flash as you stop in an out-of-the- 
way spot. The careful monkeywren- 
eher may be interested in the fol- 
lowing alternatives to factory wir- 
ing. (I would suggest that a wiring 
diagram be located for your'vehicle 
before you start any modifications, 
and that you ask for help if you 
have no electrical knowledge.) 

DOME LIGHTS 

Dome lights come in useful at 
times for map reading, finding the 
monkeywrench under the seat, etc. 
But the damn things also come on 
when the door is opened. The best 
way around this is to disconnect 
the door jam switches — either 
unclip them from their housings or 
cut and tape the wires (make sure 
no “open” or “live” wires can touch 
ground). Most cars and trucks have 
a light switch with an instrument 
light dimmer that when rotated all 
the way up will turn on the dome 
light - even with the door jam swit- 
ches disconnected. 


AUX. 

(tractor u&ht 


HEAD LIGHT 



BACK-UP LIGHTS 

If your vehicle is in proper work- 
ing condition, every time you put 
it in reverse the back-up lights will 
come on. It usually is not worth the 
time to override this circuit. Each 
manufacturer incorporates this sys- 
tem in a different way. The back-up 
switch for most automatic transmis- 
sions is on the lower steering 
column and is usually incorporated 
with the neutral safety switch. Most 
standard transmissions use a send- 
ing unit in the transmission. The 
best way around the whole mess is 
to wire a new back-up light on the 
vehicle and disconnect the old sys- 
tem (just remove the bulbs). I use a 
couple of tractor lights which I find 
more useful anyway. 



COIL LOCK-OUT 
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AUXILIARY HEADLIGHT 
(illustrated) 

The use of a small “tractor light” 
as a secondary headlight is a good 
way to navigate at night at slow to 
moderate speeds without using the 
headlight switch, which usually 
runs the tail and marker lamps as 
well. Tractor lights are low inten- 
sity lights commonly used on farm 
and construction machinery and 
can be had at most auto parts stores. 

A hood can be constructed out of 
almost anything and should be 
added to the light (see illustration). 
Large size tin cans or a small piece 
of sheet metal will work well as a 
hood. Paint this shield flat black. 
The hood will stop excessive up 
and side glare while the lamp is in 


BRAKE LIGHT LOCK OUT 
(illustrated) 

A switch to lock-out the brake 
lights can easily be installed. Most 
brake light switches are located on 
or near the brake pedal. The illus- 
tration shows a typical switch and 
how to wire it. Remember not to 
leave the brake lights off if you 
aren’t “on the job.” It’s a sure pull- 
over and ticket (I have a warning 
light on mine). Also remember that 
all other rear lights will still work — 
turn signals, emergency flashes, tail 
lights (see auxiliary headlight), etc. 
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BRAKH LIGrKT LOCK-OUT 


COIL LOCK-OUT SYSTEM 
(illustrated) 

There have been times when I’ve 
wanted to either feign mechanical 
failure or disable my vehicle. This 
is when a coil lock-out switch comes 
in handy. 

I like to put mine inside the dri- 
ver’s compartment in a panel with 
the rest of my “auxiliary switches.” 
With the switch off, the engine will 
turn over but will not start. You 
should be careful not to flood the 
engine (keep your foot off the gas 
pedal) or to run the battery down. 
With the switch on, electricity hits 
the coil and the engine will start. 

This switch is also handy when 
you’re going to leave the vehicle - 
for hiking, camping or “whatever.” 
If the unit is to be left for a long 
period of time it’s wise to discon- 
nect the battery and to somehow 
lock the hood (be creative). The 
illustration should be self- 
explanatory. 

Remember to solder and insulate 
all connections. 

— Good Hunting 
Mr. Goodwrench 

Mr. Goodwrench is a professional 
mechanic somewhere in the West. 
More of his tips will appear in fu- 
ture editions of Dear Ned Ludd. 



INDICATOR LIGHT • 


Switch 


LIGHT IS ON WHEN 
BRAKE LIGHTS ARE 
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DEAR NED LUDD is a regular 
feature in Earth First! for 
discussion of creative means of 
effective resistance against the 
forces of industrial totalitar- 
ianism. Neither the Earth First! 
movement nor the staff of Earth 
First! necessarily encourage any- 
one to do any of the things discussed 
in DEAR NED LUDD. 


December 22, 1983 



HE-O-WEH-GO-WEK 

“Once q home, now o memory” 

To fish the brook for trout again 
I revisit hills, once o home 
ond think about Oneida Indians, 
the written history, devastated 
long removed from New York State. 

Driving on abandoned road I enter 

the secluded valley, stopping ot 

the rusted bullet-ridden sign 

"Narrow Bridge”. Unshattered- my return 

yet, the sun bonks in o thundercloud, 

the horseflies gnow through sweating flesh 

ond trout flies blow on o gust 

from box into weeds. "Once o home, 

now o memory"... I cotch no more 

than o chub, ond echoes of o warbling May 

when I pulled the foot-long brookie out. 

The cor won't start. The wind 
ignites. The home one seeks shall wait. 

Walt Franklin 
Rexville 



THE WATER BEAR 

A creature dwarfed by a gross blade, 
so ugly it sends a shiver 
down the devil's spine, so cunning 
it con live four hundred seasons 
without o single drop of water, 
o freak that could survive on Mors. 

And mon, will he leorn to endure 
the deserts of his own making, 
adapt to on asbestos diet, 
a freak that can survive on Earth? 

Joe Smith 

San Francisco 


BAD CHILI 

it was a garden party 
the garden was small 
but there were some swings 
to sit on 

the captain began 
to talk about the conference 
that hod taken place 
in LA 

where the suicide potion 
(we ore preparing to evacuate 
at the drop of a hot) 
idea 

was tried 

by the organization 
it wos not the clear 
translucent red that loter 
figured in the stories 
(specific doses in gloss viols) 
it wos home made chili 
a little thin 
but lethal 


N. Cole 


ARMED WITH VISIONS 


San Francisco 


all rights reserveC to authors 


THE CHINESE CHAMBER OF POSSIBILITIES POEM 

-for Jock Hirschman 

I think of the Chinese poets- 

their ambitions ond longings 

amongst the bamboo groves and mountains 

in service to the emperor ond in exile. 

the temptation of Buddhist quietude, 

the Mongols at the frontiers and 

the traditions of society ond poetry 

imprisoning ond ennoblina them. 

Sitting in the Owl and Monkey Cofe 
watching the rain and listening - 
I heard that a polite man in New York City 
will get out of an elevator if 
only he and a woman are riding in it. 
so that she will not fear to be raped 
in those long seconds riding up or down 
in the minds chamber of possibilities. 

Jack Hirschman said to a woman 
about to kiss him on the cheek. 

"Don't give me kisses! Give me socialism!" 

With all this violence ond feor 
driving us opart: separate elevators, 
separate cars, separate apartments, 
we will all be in exile 
consumers of marvels eventually 
shadows on stones. 

Allen Cohen Son Francisco 





The sound of cheat grass 
Rustled by a morning breeze 
No other sound 
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Chrysalis 

Bremerton 
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STEBONS SLVER 
MONKEY WRENCH ' 

SPBOFY LAPEL. BN OR NECKLACE , WITH 
SILVER <HAJN - * 14.50 per WRENCH POSTPAID 

WOODEN SHOE ASSOCIATES 
P.a BOX 1315 

CORTEZ, COLORADO 81321 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY OROER 


Howie Wotke’s 

WILD HORIZONS 
EXPEDITIONS 

Guided Wilderness 
Backpacking 
Emphasis on small groups and 
adventure in endangered 
roadless areas: NW Wyoming 
and elsewhere in the West. 

F ree Brochure: 

Box 2348, -Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-5343 


SOUTHWEST PHOTO 
NOTECARDS: 5 Black & 
White Scenes - Chaco Canyon, 
Kiet Siel, Gran Quivira, Long 
Canyon, Monument Valley. 
$3.25 per set. Price includes 
envelopes and shipping. 
Laughing Desert Publications, 
P.O. Box 9424, Albuquerque, 
NM 87H9. 



T-SHIRTS 

INK PRINTS ON 
COTTON/ POLY 

BLEND SHIRTS 
ADULT SIZE S-M-L-XL 
CHILD SIZE S-M-L 
COLORS - BLUE- GREY 
GREEN ^ TAN 


WOMENS 
"FRENCH CUT" 
SHIRTS 

WHITE, Lt BLUE, TAN 
SIZE S.H.L 

ALL SHIRES 
POSTFAID-SPECIFY size, 
DESIGN, FIRST AND 
SECOND COLOR CHOICE 


BASEBALL CAPS 

INK PRINTS ON WHITE FRONT 
COLORS- BtACK, BUIE, REP 
* ONE SIZE FITS AIL' 

EA. WSTfalD 


tu 0£M>«S©IWVS*1.1 DHMTSaUXK J >. 


SEND CHECK OR MOMEYOSPER 

SAiTW5f«TOWH<C5 

PO. BOX 11325 
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 

84 M 7 


- dealers a UP QHPUPS INauiRC - 


LICHEN 

P. 0. 3 ox 25 

Wolf Creek, OR 97497 

L'e are, or try to bo : 


a community of organisms, 
living and growing together 
for mutual benefit. 


NEW ADDRESS! 


..e are, or try to bo: 'Ve are NOT, or try not to oe : 

an environmental sanctuary tyoical resource exploiters; 

an .intentional community a random collection; 

a co-operative corporation competitive; 

land-trust— bound property— speculative; 

a wildlife refuge.... a pet haven; 

a smallish grouo, by choice numerous, populous; 

reverent toward all life destructive; 

conservers ("sparing, reoairing, 

sharing, caring") wasteful consumers, profligates; 

(at times) fun-loving and 

lighthearted always serious; 

responsible , integrative hedonistic , self-indulgent ; 

non-violent, sensitive blunt; 

inTERdeoendent self-sufficient ; 

far-sighted, thotful, deliberate .... volatile , impulsive; 
gcrdeners ( smal 1-scale ) farmers. 

As Earth Firstl readers/members will see, we share many objectives, 
tho not all methods (no monkey-wrenches, for example, even in theory). 
We'd welcome detailed expressions of interest, and will respond in 
equal or greater detail to your inquiries. 
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Gulf of Maine Books, eui in- 
dependent alternative book- 
store, offers free mail order 
lists including bioregional 
titles, shamanism and con- 
temporary Native American 
poetry and prose. Special 
requests welcome. Books are 
Weapons. Gulf of Maine, 61 
Main St., Brunswick, Maine 
04011. 
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A VAGABOND FOR BEAUTY 


Everett Ruess...bold adventurer, artist-writer. 
Tramped around the Sierra Nevada, California coast 
and desert wilderness of the Southwest. 

Vanished ... on November 1 1 , 1934, disappeared 
without a trace in canyonlands of southern Utah. 

His Legend Lives On... in Everett Buess.- A Vaga- 
bond for Beauty, by W. L. Rusho. A chronicle of 
Ruess' travels in California and the Southwest, 
1930-1934. 

Order Now and receive a special map of the Esca- 
lante Plain Country. (Limited supply) 

Please send me copies of Everett Buess.- 

A Vagabond for Beauty, at $14.95 + $1.50 (post- 
age and handling) per copy. (Utah residents add 78C 
state sales tax.) □ Check end. □ Master Cd./VISA 


V-orvi iVvxlC- frv. \4tftVi cfr Cct-WS*- ■ - - 

"JTII <ArJi MpU orW oY’ 4v»J© , _ 

3 for- ^ . . 

pe^.-UH «f Libertarian Socialist 

u*o io&H* ■ ■ - matt I for catalog write: C. 

u ZoeJZo **•& l£LA VISTA, CA Freeforall 

ij — — — — — ~~~ l p.o. box 341, borah station. Anarchist Books 

boise, iqaho 83701 
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Card # 


Address 


Exp. Date /__/ 


SIND THIS KID TO DAMP 


City 

Send Your Order to: 


for catalog write: 
Freeforall 

p.o. box 341, borah station, 
boise, Idaho 83701 


State ZIP 

jw Peregrine Smith Books. Dept. S- 
*9 Box 667 / Layton, UT 84041 


EMUMiltlUMllt 


8> JOHH NICHOLS • A F r i « 







THE GREAT EARTH FIRST! SUBSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN 



Subscriptions to Earth First! 
fund most of the work of the Earth 
First.! movement: the Bald Mountain 
Road Blockade, the RARE II lawsuit, 
EF! state wilderness proposals, ex- 
penses for traveling EF! organizers 
and much more. Not to mention 
publishing the most exciting and 
innovative publication in the 
environmental movement! With 
more subscribers, we can not only 
reach more environmental activists 
with the Earth First! message but 
we will also have more money to do 
the hard work of no-compromise 
conservation: fighting the destruc- 
tion of the tropical rainforests by 
American corporations, opposing 
the Canyonlands Nuke Dump, 
preventing theconstructionofaddi- 
tional dams on the Tuolumne River, 
developing ecologically reasonable 
wilderness proposals for national 
forest and BLM lands, maintaining 
SWAAT Teams (Save Wilderness At 
Any Time) to immediately leap 
to the defense of threatened 
wildernesses, and inspiring the 
environmental movement to oper- 
ate with ethics, vision, passion and 
courage. 

Our goal is to double the number 
of paid subscribers to Earth First! 
during the next year. And we need 
your help! Awareness of Earth 
First! is best spread by word of 
mouth. YOU can help us reach more 
tree-huggers and sagebrush-lovers. 
YOU can help us fight for natural 
diversity wherever it is threatened. 
And to further encourage you to 
help us gain more subscribers, we 
are launching the GREAT EARTH 
FIRST! SUBSCRIPTION CONTEST. 
Prizes will be given for the number 
of new subscriptions you help us 
get: 

* GRAND PRIZE - 10 DAY FLOAT 
TRIP ON THE LOWER CAN- 
YONS OF THE RIO GRANDE 
with Kingfisher Float Trips. 
(Minimum 20 new -subscriptions 
to qualify.) 


* SECOND PRIZE - Any regularly 
scheduled backpack trip with 
Howie Wolke’s Wild Horizons 
Expeditions in the Northern 
Rocky Mountains or the deserts 
of Utah or Arizona. (Minimum 20 
new subscriptions to qualify.) 

* THIRD PRIZE — 3-day Llama 
pack trip for 2 in the Southern 
Oregon wilderness with Siskiyou 
Llama Expeditions. (Minimum 
20 new subscriptions to qualify.) 

* TEN OR MORE SUBSCRIP 
TIONS - Your choice of any EF! 
t-shirt, hat or calendar. 

* FIVE OR MORE SUBSCRIP 
TIONS - Your choice of any two 
EF! bumperstickers or 2 sheets 
of Silent Agitators. 

* GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS - For 
each gift subscription you give, 
you receive the EF! bumper- 
sticker of your choice or a sheet 
of Silent Agitators. 


HOW IT WORKS 
The new EF! subscription blank 
has a space “Referred By.” Put your 
name in that space for any gift 
subscriptions (or for your own 
resubscription - that counts, too). 
Write us for extra copies of EF! to 
give to others to encourage them to 
subscribe. Put your name in the 
“Referred By” space in the subscrip- 
tion form in all of those copies of 
EF!. Or send us the names and 
addresses of people to whom we 
should send free sample copies of 
Earth First!. We’ll mark your name 
in the “Referred By” space in all 
those copies we send out. All sub- 
scriptions coming in will be tallied. 
As soon as you get 5 or 10 subscrip- 
tions credited to you, we’ll let you 
know and you can order your prize. 
The GRAND PRIZE (and Second 
and Third) will be determined on 
November 1, 1984. 
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Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal is an independent entity within the broad Earth First! 
movement and serves as a forum for the no-compromise environmental movement. Subscriptions go to publish this 
newspaper and to fund a variety of Earth First! actions. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 


Clip and send to EARTH FIRST! PO Box 235, Ely, NV 89301 
Here’s $10 or more for a one-year subscription to Earth First! 

Here’s $10 or more to resubscribe to Earth First! 

Here’s $250 or more for a life subscription to Earth First! 


Here's $5 more. 

Send EF! First-class. 

Here’s $10 more. 

Send EF! Airmail Overseas. 


Please send a gift subscription to the person below. Here’s $10 or more. 


BOX /tto JACKSONVILLE, OR. 17530 

Educational Expeditions to the 
Endangered Wilderness of A w, 
Orepen and M.'iV! Ca/iform'eu, 
including BaJddttn. -//xfixiopeds 
and Q-OfiOad in the Hfah SisJo'yous. 
SPECIAL- w/th rd /5 /&% or 

y<XY< FOB EoRAWy w/dTER TRtP 
(tCcY - aw /?.) OomTFP rt>F.F/ FOR 
5/5d‘j/cu 'R£&tcrr PROJECTS/ 

ALSO- /OOfo Cor 7 M' TSd/RTS 

with our LLAdlA 10 GC F/O. 


WANTED - FILE CABINET 

The cardboard box routine is 
getting a little out of hand so 
we’re looking for a generous 
soul with a used metal file cab- 
inet who would like to donate it 
(or sell it cheaply) to the Earth 


This is how I earn my living! 
Durable, buff-colored stoneware 
chimes with delicate impressions 
of Pacific Northwest plants. Some 
with words to my songs. They 
make great Christmas gifts and 
$4 from each chime goes to Earth 
First!. $13.50 including postage 
in USA. Mailed promptly to you 
or giftee. 

Write: 

Cecelia Ostrow 
Box 07771 
Big Creek Road 
Florence, OR 97439 


First' office. We can pick it up 
anywhere in Northern Califor- 
nia but could possibly arrange 
to get it to Chico from other 
areas as well. Contact us at 230 
W. 7th Ave., Chico, CA 95926. 
Thanks! 
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I’m broke. Please send me a subscription for $ 

Please change my address: 

Referred by 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 


The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use an alias. J GIFT 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 


EARTH FIRST! 

LIFETIME SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Tired of that little red check mark every year? Want to really help 
Earth First! and insure that you’ll get Earth First! The Radical 
Environmental Journal for life (yours or ours — whichever is shorter)? 
Then become a life subscriber! Send us $250 and you’ve got it. Or, if you 
prefer, make a tax-deductible contribution of $500 or more to the Earth 
First! Foundation and you will receive a lifetime subscription to Earth 
First!. 


Introduce others to Earth 
First! and receive the EF! 
bumpersticker of your choice, 
10 silent agitators or a little 
monkey wrench for each gift 
subscription you make. In- 
dicate what you would like on 
the subscription form. 



EARTH FIRST! 

TRINKETS & 

SNAKE OIL 


* SILENT 
AGITATORS 

Fun to stick anywhere— bar 
bathrooms, Freddie offices 
dead bulldozers, etc. 

COORS— Black words on yel 
low paper: 

Coors is Anti-Earth 
Coors is Anti-Women 
Coors is Anti-Labor 
AND IT TASTES AWFUL! 
BOYCOTT COORS 


PRICES FOR EARTH FIRST! TRINKETS 

postpaid 
prices 
$8.50 
$9.00 
$ 1.00 
$1.25 
$ 1.00 
$7.00 
$2.25 
$ 6.00 
$ 8.00 


T-shirts 

French-cut T-shirts 
Bumperstickers 

Silent Agitators (30 EF! or 10 Coors) 

Monkeywrenches 

EF! Camouflage Baseball Caps 

EF! Monkeywrench Key Chains 

1984 Earth First! Calendar 

1984 Western Wilderness Calendar 


EARTH FIRST! - Green EF! 
logo with words “EARTH 
FIRST! No Compromise in 
Defense of Mother Earth” in red 
ink. Smaller size (shownbelow) 
30 for $1! (20<f postage.) 


EARTH FIRST! 
TRINKETS ORDER FORM 

Make out checks to “Earth First!” or send cash. Mail to: Earth 
First!, POB 235, Ely, NV 89301. Write us for details on wholesale 
orders. Please send cash for orders of $5 or less. Please allow 5 
weeks for delivery (contact us if it has not been received by 
then). First class delivery can be arranged. 


Rednecks Sor i 

Wilderness 

— ® - -I... ......... 

drill Watt, 
Not Wilderness 


WAR JLV rm&o&t 


how 

many 


HayduKe TuWe* 


T-SHIRTS 

EF! Fist Size 


Color 

French cut or regular 


Glen Canyon Damn 
Size Color 


'*e Oefen** 


Defend the Wilderness 


Color 


French cut or regular 


Fuck Bechtel (blue) Size 


Color 


Tools Size 


BUMPERSTICKERS 

Earth First! 


Rednecks for Wilderness 


*T-SHIRTS 


Boycott Coors “Beer' 


Hayduke Lives 


TOOLS - John Zaelit’s powerful 
impression of wilderness defense 
both old and new. Black design on 
tan or blue. 100% cotton. 

THE CRACKING OF 
GLEN CANYON DAMN - 

Jim Stiles’ infamous masterpiece. 
Keep on praying for that one little 
precision earthquake! Black design 
on blue or tan heather. 75% cotton/ 
25"., polyester. 

FUCK BECHTEL - Tell the 

ultimate multinational corporation 
what you think of them. Designed 
by Bill Turk. Red and black“Bechtel 
Logo" on blue. 100% cotton. 

EARTH FIRST! - Fist with 
words "EARTH FIRST! No compro- 
mise in Defense of Mother Earth” in 
black on green or red or green on 
yellow. 100% cotton. ALSO AVAIL- 
ABLE IN FRENCH CUT IN 
\\ < (MEN'S SIZES - 50/50. 

DEFEND THE WILDER- 
NESS - The Monkeywrencher’s 
shirt. Drawing by Bill Turk. Silver 
design on black or black design on 
white. 100".. cotton. ALSO AVAIL- 
ABLE IN W< (MEN’S FRENCH CUT. 
Black only. 50 50. 


SILENT AGITATORS 

Earth First! (30/sheet) 




Coors (10/strip) 


CALENDARS 

1984 Earth First! Calendar 


1984 Western Wilderness Calendar 


SNAKE OIL 

Monkeywrench(es) 


EF! Monkeywrench Key Chain(s) 


EF! Camouflage Baseball Cap(s) 


Li’l Green Songbook(s) 


OKAY, HERE’S 


SEND TO 


Name 


Address 
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* HAYDUKE LIVES 
EMBROIDERED 
PATCHES 

Due to popular demand we have 
finally done up some embroidered 
patches. These are 3-inch diameter 
circles with a red monkeywreneh 
and the words HAYDUKE LIVES in 
red on black. Sew them on your 
pack, hat, coat, whatever. If interest 
is sufficient, we’ll do some addi- 
tional styles. $3.50 postpaid. 



w EXTRA COPIES OF 
" EARTH FIRST! AVAILABLE 

Spread the word about Earth First! Con- 
tact us to arrange for extra copies of EF! to 
distribute in your area. If you can make good 
use of extra copies, we will bulk ship a dozen 
or two to you every issue. Try to get others 
to subscribe! Write us at 230 W 7th Ave, 
Chico, CA 95926 for this. 

We also have back issues of EARTH 
FIRS'!! available. Let us know which issuefs) 
you would like a copy(ies) of. Please send 
5<K postage (first class) for each copy or 
appropriate third class postage for several. 
Back issues should be ordered from BOB 
235, Ely, NV 89301. Back issues available 
are: 


YULE Dec. 2 1 , 1 981 : EF! Road Show over- 
view, tree spiking, EF! Preserves. 

BRIGID Feb. 2, 1982: Oil & Gas Leasing in 
Wilderness Areas, Dave Foreman’s EF! arti- 
cle reprinted from the Progressive. 

EOSTAR Mar. 20, 1982: Nukedump in Can- 
yonlands, Mardie Murie Interview, Coors 
Boycott. 

BELTANE May 1, 1982: Little Granite 
Creek (Gros Ventre) Oil Rig, G-0 Road, How 
Seismic Survey Crews Work, Jail: A Primer 
(Preparing for Civil Disobedience Arrest). 

LITHA June 21, 1982: McKinley Grove 
Sequoias Threatened, 22 Things to do as an 
EF!er. 


DREAM GARDEN CALENDARS FOR 1984 


THE 1984 WESTERN WILDERNESS CALENDAR 




JANUARY 

J SUNDAY j MONDAY J TULSUAY 

1 ! 2 3 


| WEDNESDAY J THURSDAY 


The award-winning color calendar celebrating the 
beauty of America's Western Wilderness through the 
words and visions of famous authors and photo 
graphers. The third Western Wilderness Calendar 
blends the writings of twelve outstanding western 
authors with the unique work of contemporary 
photographers. This combination has distinguished 
the Western Wilderness Calendar as the most original 
and sought after in the marketplace over the last, two 
years. Authors include Edward Abbey, Barry Lopez, 
Wallace Stegner. Gary Snyder, Hunter S. Thompson, 
Bernard DeVoto and Aldo Leopold - each with a 
month dedicated to their work. Also included are two 
enigmatic authors deserving of more recognition, 

B. Traven 8 Everett Ruess. Photographers include 
Philip Hyde, Fred Hirschmann, John Telford 
and Tom Till. 


22 i 


11 12 1 


18 1 19 


25 26; 


UPWARD ABB11 


l J : h 


20 1 21 


.10 ! 


I. . 


26 pages, 9x12, $6.95 


Order Calendars from Earth 
First! POB 235, Ely, NV 
89301. Enclose $1 per calen- 
dar for postage. 


THE 1984 EARTH FIRST! CALENDAR 


THE 

EARTH FIRST! 


984 

CALENDAR 



A twelve month radical environ- 
mentalists' calendar featuring drawings 
and graphics from contemporary 
artists celebrating non-violent direct 
action in defense of Mother Earth. It 
includes an extensive listing of 
environmental facts and data unavai- 
lable elsewhere. Proceeds go to fund 
the important work of Earth First! in 
its fight to save (and reclaim) a 
remnant of our natural heritage from 
the corporate enemy. 

26 pages, 8V2 x 11, $5.00 



| StINIMY 1 mcmimy | 

• 30' 


SEPTEMBER 
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S 

Page 23 Earth First! December 22, 1983 




10 ; 


161 17 


23 , 24 


18 19 


25 * 26 


20 ; 


27 


m ~~_ ]1 1 


I 


ROAMING THE WEST 


LUGHNASAD Aug. 1, 1982: IVtc Dusinul 
Resigns as Editor, RRR Highlights. Rally lor 
McKinley Grove & Dinkey Creek, Little Gran- 
ite Stakes Pulled - Again. 

MABON Sept. 21, 1982: EF! 24 SAFE ( tack 
Hetch Hetchy, Environmental Strategy for 
theSO’s, Road Spiking, Marshall’s 1936 Road 
less Area In ventory, Update on LittleGranite. 

SAMHAIN Nov. 1, 1982: BLM Wilderness 
Corruption in Utah Exposed, Abbey on 
Books & Gurus, Closing Roads, Forest Set- 
vice Assault on Big Wilderness. NuelearWar 
as an Ecological Issue, Guidelines on EF! 
Wilderness Proposals. 

YULE 'BRIGID Dec. 21,1 9S2: Batt le < >f Salt 
Creek, Nightcap (Australia). Bisti, Closing 
Roads, Primeval Wilderness Management. 
Earth Bonding (verv few copies left ). 

EOSTAR Mar 21, 1983: Franklin River 
(Australia), Salt Creek Arrests, Kalmiopsis 
& Siskiyous, Deciduous Forest Preserve. Ned 
Ludd’sTool Box: The Cutting Torch. Disman- 
tle the Wilderness Act!, Road Show Diary. 
Bisti Circus, Creative Littering. 

BELTANE May 1 . 1983: Kalmiopsis Block 
ado. Canyon Country Issues. What You Can 
Do As An EFler. How To Form An EF! Local 
Group, California Desert. Privatization 
Australian Rainforest, 

LITHA Juno 21, 1983: Wilderness War m 
( Iregon, Wilderness Preserve System A Map. 
EF! A Walt At Lake Foul. Franklin River 
Victory (Australia). Ed Abbey: Conscience 
of the Conquerer. 

MABON Sept. 23. 1983: Oregon RARE II 
Suit. ( Iregon Wilderness Hearing. Sinkyone. 
EF! Idaho Wilderness Proposal. Earth First ! 
N Non-violence - A Discussion. Battle for 
the Redwoods. Stiles on Dignity. 

SAMHAIN Nov. 1. 1983: Sinkyone Blockade. 
Forest Wilderness Campaign. Rainforest 
Burgers. Bald Mountain in Retrospect. Earth 
First!: The First Three Years. Review nt 
Con serration IlioU gy. Salt Creek as an Epic 
Poem. 

* USGS TOPO 
MAPS 

The U.S. Geological Survey 
sells you their topo maps for 82 

and most private dealers charge 
$3 or more. Earth First! sells 
tliem to you for only $1.75! To 
order, simply send us a list of 
maps you want (in alphabetical 
order by state specifying 7L> or 
1 5 minute quads) with a cheek 
to "Earth First !” al $1.75 each. 
lie sure to use the correct ! S< is 
name mid scale for pour wops. 
Maps will he shipped directly 
to you by USGS and you should 
receive them about 2 weeks 
from ihe lime you send your 
ordoi to ns Contact lilt' CSGs 
for -i al< indexes (or EF!) OK 
PER MAPS FROM EARTH 
FIRST! 230 WEST 7th WI- 
NCE, CHICO. CA 95920. Wiii, 
us for a complete price list on 
special CSGS maps. 


JUST $1.75 


Advertise in Earth First.' 

Reach thousands of refined 
minds with your slick Madison 
Avenue message in our high- 
tone. sophisticated publication. 
Rates are as follow: 


Full Page 

$*io 

Half Pago 

860 

Fifth page 

8 M0 

Tenth Page 

815 

Column Inch 

$1 

Columns are 

two inches wide. 


Page fractions may he done any 
way geometrically possible. All 
prices are for camera-ready copy. 
Classified ads are available for 
10<? a word (82.50 minimum i. 
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Bulk Rate 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 

Chico, California 
PERMIT NO. 700 



IMPORTANT 

SUBSCRIPTION 

INFORMATION 


Look at your mailing- label. If 
it’s marked with red, this is 
your last issue unless you re- 
subscribe. If you have resub- 
scribed during the last month, 
please disregard any red 
mark. 




